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State hlstorlc marker unvelled at home of Col. McLane
Hero in American Revolution lived in Smyrna

The historic marker unveiling ceremony was held on November 22 in front of the former home of
Colonel Allen McLane at 40 W. Mt. Vernon Street in Smyrna, near Market Street. Pictured here at front
center, Bill Hires, representing the Sons of Cincinnati, tells the audience about Col. McLane's involve-
ment in the Order of Cincinnati in the Revolutionary War. Hires said McLane is credited by some as
being the first member of what would be the equivalent of the CIA. At front left and front right in
Revolutionary War period soldier uniforms are Dr. John Gardner and Ralph Nelson. On the porch of the
home, from left, are home owners Deborah and Scott Reeves with their son Arthur; Russell McCabe,
master of ceremonies and coordinator of the state’s historic markers at the Delaware Public Archives;
George L. Caley, researcher and genealogist from Smyrna who helped push for funding of the marker

and worked with McCabe on writing the information for the marker.

Wi
Dr. John Munroe, History Professor Emeritus from the University of

Delaware, delivered a biography of Col. McLane's life before, during, and after
the Revolutionary War. (Photos by Ben Mace)

Edith Edson, the great-
great-great grand-
daughter of Col. Allen
McLane, told the audi-
ence about the family's
memories of the
Revolutionary War hero
that have been handed
down from generation
to generation.

This is the historic marker that now stands in

front of the former home of Col. Allen McLane on

West Mt. Vernon Street in Smyrna.
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Historians to honor forgotten Revolutionary War hero

Delaware militiaman
fought alongside
George Washington

By J.L. MILLER
Dover Bureau reporter

SMYRNA — A man described
by some historians as Delaware’s
forgotten Revolutionary War hero
will be honored with a state histor-
ical marker to be dedicated in
front of his home in a ceremony

this afternoon.

Representatives © of  the
Delaware Public Archives and the
Sons and Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution will dedicate the
marker at 2 p.m. at the 40 W. Mount
Vernon St. home of Col. Allen
McLane.

The home, now owned by Scott
and Deborah Reeves, belonged to
Mcl.ane from 1785 until 1828.
MecLane died a year after selling
the house.

According to archives official
Russell McCabe, McLane does not
have the name rewgnition of such

Delaware Revolutionary heroes as
Caesar Rodney. Nevertheless,
McLane played an important role
in the success of the Revolution.

Born in Philadelphia in 1746,
McLane bad moved to Delaware by
1769. He was commissioned an offi-
cer in the state militia in 1775, and
when the fighting started he raised
a company of troops — investing
much of his inheritance to cover
the cost.

McLane fought alongs.1de
George Washington in many of the
most important battles of the Rev-
olution, including Trenton and the

siege of Yorktown, Va. He received
a captain’s commission from Wash-
ington and is said to have played a
major role in convineing the
French to come to the Americans’
aid and blockade the Chesapeake
Bay in 1781.

McLane also was among the
first to suspect the loyalty of the
traitorous Benedict Arnold, Mc-
Cabe said.

McLane later served as speaker
of the state House of Representa-
tives, a judge in the Court of Com-
mon Pleas and was a delegate at
Delaware’s historic Constitution

Ratification Convention in 178
His son Louis was a member ¢
Congress and a U.S. secretary «
state.

Scott Reeves said he bought th
two-story brick home four year
ago. While its history was a majo
selling point, “any [of MecLane’s
records were lost over the years,
he said.

The original house, buil
around 1775, received a major ac
dition in 1840,

McLane is buried in the church
yard at nearby Asbury Unitec
Methodist Church.
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Mr.and Mrs, Scott Reeves--~

'"DEDICATION & UNVEILING OF ALIEN McIANE HISTORIC MARKER
LO West Mt, Vernon Street, Smyrna, Delaware
Saturday, November 22, 1997 2 p.m,

Mr, C. RUSSELL McCabe,DPA--Master of Ceremonies

GUEST LIST & INTRODUCTIONS

Mr., William Hires

Mr, William Neal

Mrs., Patricia Marshall

Mr. Steve Alexander

Mr,
Mr,

Dr,

Mr.

Brooks Keen
Robert Newnam

John A, Munroe

Bruce C, Fnnis

Mrs, James T, Vaughn

Mrs, Robert K., Edith" Edson,

Annapolis, Maryland

WHATE VER

UNVEILING
Mr, Scott Reeves, Rep. Ennis, Mrs, Edson, George L., Caley

Owners of the house

Rep. Sons of Cincinnati

President General, SAR

Regent, Dalaware DAR

Kent County President, SAR

President, Duck Creek Historical Society
Mayor, Town of Smyrna

History Professor Emeritus, U, of D, and
author of IOUIS McLANE, FEDERALIST & JACKSONIAN

Representative, Delaware 28th District

Senator, Delaware 1llith District

Both sponsored legislation for the funding

of the Marker

Senator Vaughn, unable to attend--sends regrets
and greetings

Third great-~granddaughter of Col, Allen Mclane

Photos, Invitation to tour the house

RUSSELL=--Somewhere you could mention the spouses of the attendees--if they came,
Those espected Mrs, Brooks Keen, Mrs, George L, Caley, Mrs, John A, Munroe, Mrs,
Robert Newnam, Mrs, Bruce C, Ennis, Mrs, Steve Alexander and of course Mr. Robert
Edson,
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COVERS: In 1833 Charles Bodmer, a young Swiss artist, painted the Minnctaree
chicftain, Pehriski-Rulipa, leading the learsome and frrnzied Dog Dance, a cere-
mony of war so muned beciuse the dimax involted the cating ol raw meat like
wild dogs. This lithograph is reproduced through the conrtesy of the Rare Book
Room, The New York Public Library. On the back cover: the drumnner boy s
from a pancl that graced the first privace railvoad car ol an Mnerican President,
that of Abraham Lincoln. It is in the collection of the Joslyn Art Muscum,

Omuaha, Nebraska.,

FRONTISPIECE: Towering over the roofs of Paris, the Statue ol Liberty is
shown nearing completion in the courtyard of sculptor Frederic Auguste Ban-

tholdi. The next year she came to America as a gilt ol the French people.
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UNKNOWN HERO OF
THE REVOLUTION

Duashing  fighter, daring scout, this romantic trooper

played a large part in IWashington’s triumph at Yorktown

By FRED J. COOK

~aptain Allap Melane rode out before dawn of

4 June ati.
With his cavilry he had been probing the British
pevimeter around Philudelphia, wying to learn for
General Washington at Valley Forge whether the
enemy was about to evacuate the city. The previous
day a voung girl had slipped through the British lines
and had told McLane that her lather would bring him
“important intelligence”™ between daybreak and sun-
rise on the sixteenth. Thev were to meet at the “Horse
House™ near the Rising Sun Tavern in the country-
side north ol Germuntown,

McLane, whaose daring sorties and hairbreadth es-
capes had made him one ol the most romantic figures
in the Continental Army, rode to the appointment
fully aware that it might be a carefully baited British
trap. And so he wok precautions. He ordered his en-
tire troop to follow at a distance and to concenl them-

1778 10 keep oo dangerous rendesvous.

71

selves behind the tavern. He placed two vedettes on
the lane leading past the tavern between the Old York
and Frankflort roads, with orders o five their pistols
at the first sign ol the enemy. Then he rode on alone.

A furtive-acting man was waiting just inside the
vard gate. McLane had hardly begun talking to him
when a patrol ol thirteen British light horse rode up
quietly from the south, circled a small hill that con-
cealed their movements, and then came forward at full
gallop.

McLane’s informant promptly fled, but the Captain,
leaping to horse, charged directly at the gate toward
which the British were riding. The leading British
trooper had dismounted and was opening the gate
when McLane’s horse reared above him and McLane,
leaning down, fired his pistol into the man’s startled
face.

“At the instant the Capt. fired his pistol,” MclLane



James Peale’s painting Revolutionary Subject commenorates one of Mclane's explous, fm
bushed near Philadelphia in the spring of 1778, McLane shot one pursuing dvagoon. clubbed
another with his pistol, and escaped. The painting shows the climactic moment of the fight.

later wrote, speaking ol himsell in the third person as
vas his wont, “the [American] horsemen appeared in
the Enemy’s rear, fired and advanced upon them.
They became alarmed and ran in Grate Conlusion
down the roade and through the felds toward the
British picket near the Globe Mill. They reported
(a lie, British-like) they had been ambuscaded by a
body of horse and infantry and cut their way through
them without a loss but one dragoon wounded
slightly.” .

McLane did not say how he could possibly know
what story the British dragoons told their superiors.
But it was typical ol the man that there was no slight-
est doubt in his mind they had told “a lie, British-
like.”

Ever a good hater, McLane was an emotional pa-
triot. This fervor was both his weakness and his
strength. It made him a stormy petrel whom superiors

could not always placate, but the sume quality, in the
field, resulted in such dash and daring that Washing-
ton once remarked to u friend: “1 would not do with-
out him in the light corps—no, not lor & thousund
pounds.”

McLane was born in Philadelphia on August 8.
1746, His parents were persons of some afltuence, tor
McLane visited Europe when he was 21, and his
father, when he died in 1775, lelt MclLane more than
S15,000 worth ol property in Philudelphia.

When he was 23, Mcl.ane muwrried Rebecca Wells,
the daughter of the sherill ol Kent County, Deluware.
He settled in Delawure, got into one ol the first skir-
mishes of the war against Lord Dunmore in Virginia
and then joined a Deluware regiment ol volunteers. In
the disaster on Long Island, he first proved his qual-
ity, reversing the trend ol the day in his immediate
sector by cutting off a British licutenant and eighteen

~1



privates aned shashing his way out with his prisoners,
e lought e White Phains and 'Trenton and Prince-
ton. On the Leteer field he was so conspicuous he at-
tracted Winhington's atention and promptly was pro-
moted to captain in o commission dated January 1y,
1777 \ssigned ad finst 1o Colonel John Patton’s regi-
ment ol foot, he wis soon detached and sent to Dela-
wiare to raise o company. He returned with gy men
enlisted at his own expense. “every shilling ol the
bounty mones being dawn lrom his own pocket.”
With i commuand of ‘his own, McLane wis ready (o
gallop into history. He was in the lorelront of the
fighting at
pickets in Washington's abortive councerattack at Gei-
nuntown. Then, with the capital. Philadelphia, in the
lunds ol the enemy, hie became. in the harsh winter ol

irandvwine: he drove in the first British

Valley Forge. the eves and ears and virtually the sole
commissitiiat ol \Wishington's starving armv.

e wis ordered on November 5. 1577, to take “the
post most advantageous for watching the enemv. send-
ing out the necessany parties and patriots for that end

You are o prevent as far as possible all intercourse
hetween Philadelphia and the counuy. suflering none
to go to the city without papers given by the authorit
ol the commuander-in-chiel.”

Never were orders more expeditiously executed.
Within a month, by a vonantic episode in espionage.
Mebane foiled British plans to swrprise Washington,
encamped o threatening position ot \Whitenush,
north ol Philadelphia.

On Second Street in Philudelphia. directly opposite
the headaquaniers ol Sin William Howe, the Brit-
ish commander, there lived @ Quaker couple. William
and Lvdia Danah, Howe's adjutant general had his
quarters theres on December 27770 he advised Lvdia
1o send all her Limily o hed early,

The Quaker maton complicd. hut her curiosity had
been aroused. And <o when Howe's officers gathered.,
she slipped oll hier shaes: tiptoed to e door of their
room. and listened ar the keshole Tong enough to learn
that they were discassing plins tor a surprise attack on
Washington at Whitemarsh.

The next marning. determined to get word to the
patriots, Tadia crossed the street to Howe's headquan-
ters and requested @ pass to go to a miller at Franklort
to obtain flour. With the pass. she went through the
witish Tines. Teft her bag (o be filled at the mill. and
then hurried northwird. met Mclane and delivered
her warning.

Lydia then returned 1o the mill. paid for her bag of
llour, amd re-entered the city, unsuspected. McLane
alerted Washington and intensified his patrols. At
midnight on December . Howe moved to the attack,
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with virtwally his entire irmy strung out in two long
columns on the Manatawny and Skippiack roads. Mec-
Lane, with o hundred hard-riding horscmen, charged
upon the head ol the second column as it reached
Three Mile Run. I'he shock ol the surprise attack
threw the British into confusion. The advance was
halted, the line dressed {or battle. \When (he British
again probed slowly forward. McLane faded away into
the night, but tme and again he returmed to stab
their front and {lank.,

When Howe reached Chestnut THIL he lound the
American army drawn up for battle three miles away.
For two davs the armies sat looking at each other.
Then, on December 7, Howe tried his [avorite tactic.
a night pincer movement against the American right
and lelt flanks,

Both thrusts scored initial successes. On the left.
lierce attack directed by Howe himsell dislodged a
regiment ol Pennsylvania militia and another ol Con-
tinentals. General Joseph Reed. stationed as an ob-
server here, had his horse shot [rom under him at the
first fire and was pinned to the ground. British infantry
rushed forward to bavonet him where he lay when ou:
ol the night came the thunder ol hools, and Allan
McLane swirled upon the scene with his hard-riding
troopers. sabering British right and lelt and rescuing,
the General.

This action terminated the flutile battle of \White-
marsh. Howe retired lor i gay winter ol drinking and
wenching in Philudelphia, while Washington drew
back to Valley Forge. From this canp that became
symbol ol sullering and lortitude, a Iriend wrote M-
Lane on February 150 1778: “1 have olten inquired
amongst your company how they were treated.
they have no complaints, but that ol being naked.
which must be endured as it is a general Calamity.”

To clothe his men. McLane had his wife Rebecen
rip up her white linen tablecloths for breeches. Clad
thus in white linen. beaver hats, and rough hunting
shirts, lncking greatcoats and boots, Mclane's tatter-
demalion troopers scourged the countryside, swooping
down on British lovaging parties and diverting the
supplies they had gathered to the impoverished camp
at Valley Forge. Tn one larranging expedition into
Delaware and the Eastern Shore of Marviand, McLane
rounded up. as he later wrote, “1500 at hogs, 500 head
ol cattle. 200 head ol Horses—for the armv at Vallev
Forge.”

With spring. the question ol Howe's next move be-
came paramount, and McLane prowled incessantly
through the countryside just bevond the British lines,
He had many spies in the citv. as Vallev Forge cor-
respondence attests. and he was instrumental in (oiling
the last pet scheme of the departing Howe.



“T'he British communder had just been crawling into
bed with the dawn ol May 19 when aides brought
him word that the Marquis de Lalayette, with 2,200
Continentals, was sitting out in an exposed position
at Barren Hill, only eleven miles [rom Philadelphia,
with a force too small for battle, too large lor scouting.
llowe vowed he would have “the boy,” as he called
Lalayette, as a prisoner within |8 hours.

Again, as at Whitemarsh, Howe moved out with
more than 7,000 troops, virtually his entire army. His
lorce lelt Philadelphia at 10:30 on the night of My
19, but McLane, with his cavalry raiders and Oneida
Indian allies, was on patrol. At Three Mile Run, he
felt out the massive movement, scnsed its objective.
and rode oll at a breakneck pace to warn Lalayette.

He reached Lafayette
just at daybreak. Already,

ing to the prosident ol Congress this hurried post:
seript: A decter trom Captain McLime, dated tn Phile-
delphia, this minute came 1o hand confirming the
evacuation,”

Command in the recaptined American capital Tad
bheen entrusted to Benedict Arnold. the wounded hevo
ol Saratoga. FPhe precise e of Mdanes relations
with Arnold is not clear, but one thing is certain:

——y

McLane became one ol the very it o suspect Ar-

nold’s loyulty.

The venality of Arnold’s nature hecnme apparent
in shameless profitcering trom the sale ol goods leh
behind by British occupation Jorces. This aroused the
ire ol many Philadelphizns —und especially ol M-
Lane, Ina letter to Wishington. he complained ol -

nold's activities and hinted

at darker suspicions. Wish

so swildy had the British
moved, Lalayette seeming-
I was cut ofl [rom his only
escape route, Matson’s Ford
over the Schuvlkill River.
The head ol one British
cotumn wius close to the
lord when Lalayette, mak-
ing a brave show ol attack-
ing, threw lorward a men-
acing  contingent.  The

Ingron’s reph was promp
and arushing. He relused
1o cnmertain doubts abom
the lovalty ol one ol his
arcatest gencials, and his
stinging  rebuke silenced
NMolane.

Molane gine vent to s
scaret feelings inosoribbled
notations. One ol these

notes indicates that Arnold

British halted and lormed
for battle. While they did,
Lafayette peeled off his
companies otie by one and
sent them down the steep slope ol the hill behind him
to a hidden rouad along the river. Along this they raced
to the lord unperceived by the British, and when the
jws ol the trap closed. British twoops came lace o
fuce with each other in an empty camp. Lalavette had
made his escape.

Nothing could keep McLane [rom the forward lines.
The British obviously were preparing to abandon
Philadelphia, and McLane could hardly wait lor them
to leave. He was scouting with his light horse across
the Schuylkill at davbreak June 18 when George Rob
erts, one ol his contacts. crossed by the NMiddle Feris
with the information the British were leaving. With
his glasses, ns day brighrened. Mcl.ane could see the
last of Clinton’s army being lerried across the Dela-
ware to the Jersev shore.

Having sent Roberts on 1o Valley Forge, McLane
led his troopers into the city. They galloped with
drawn swords along Second Street, and captured two
groups ol British Luggards. all without the loss of u
man. Then Mclane scribbled o hasty note to Wash-
ington. Washington appended 1o w letter he was writ-

McLane played a lavge part in the storming
of Stony Point. shown in this old sketch.

recognized how dangerous
McLane might be to him
and would have taken steps
to awsh the meddlesome
cavadrviman il Washington himsell hadn’t intervened.
McLane wrote: " \er Arnold mavvied Miss Shippen
[on April 8. 17791 he opened o carrespondence with
the Enemy in New York and M'Lane wis suspecred
lor having the Clue- Gent Washington protected hing
or he would have been abuosed tor having done his
duty.”

While Ninold was Telt bee to plon events mosed
swiltlv for NMelane, He wis acached 1o the command
ol Major Henvy (Light-1Torse Hamyy Tees and enrhy
summer ol 177 tound him scouting Stony Point.
rocky promontory in the Huodson thae the Brivish had
seized and were lortilving heavilv, On June 28, Wash
ington \nthony  (Mad
Wavne suggesting that he oy to ger o “trustworthy and

wrote  General Anthony)
intelligent” man into the British works to spy our
their strength. Allan McLane was picked lor the mis-
ston.

He decided to go in openly under a flag ol truce, b
disguised as quite another tvpe o man than he et
allvowas, In the neighborving countrvside. he located o
Mrs. Smith who wished to visit her sons in the British

CONTINURD ON PAGE 1IN
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Allan McLane

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 77

garrison. Dressing himself in rough backwoods attire
—frayed hunting shirt and leggings, his powder horn
and rifle accoutrements plainly visible—McLane es-
corted Mrs. Smith into the British lines and then
lounged about waiting for her, impersonating a bump-
kin commanding militia.

A young British officer decided he would have some
fun with this hick soldier. The story, complete with
dialogue, was obtained by Alexander Garden, a fellow
officer in Lee's legion, from McLane himself,

“Well, Captain,” the British officer asked, “what do
you think of our fortress? Is it strong enough to keep
Mister Washington out?”

“I know nothing ol these matters,” McLane pro-
tested. “I am but a woodsman and can only use my
rifle, but I guess the General—-General, mind you, not
Mister—would be likely to think a bit before he would
run his head against such works as these, . . . Trust
me, we are not such dolts as to attempt impossibilities.”

Leaving the British olficer puffed up with superi-
ority, McLane quitted the fort and reported that it
wasn’t hall as [ormidable as it looked. His keen eyes
had noted that entrenchments connecting the batteries
hadn’t been completed, and he had worked out an ap-
proach route by which an attacking force might come
quite close without being observed. McLane's report
brought Washington to the scene for a personal recon-
naissance, protected by the cavalry of McLane and
Lee. The attack was set for the night of July 15-16,
1779, and McLane and his raiders lay close in the un-
derbrush, snuggled almost up to the unsuspecting
British sentries, as Mad Anthony Wayne’s troops
stormed the fort with the bayonet. In 25 minutes they
had carried the Gibraltar of the Hudson.

Stony Point was still the talk of the hour when Mec-
Lane and Lee teamed up in an almost identical venture
against Paulus Hook, or Powles Hook as it was some-
times called, a fortified neck of land in what is now
Jersey City. McLane's troop, forever on the move,
ranged the entire west bank of the Hudson from Stony
Point to Paulus Hook, and finally, from a deserter,
McLane obtained precise information about the plan
of the fort and the strength of the garrison. Lee badg-
ered Washington and finally obtained permission to
storm it,

The attack was made early on the morning of Aug-
ust 19, 17%9. Part of Lee’s force became lost and never
did show up, but the rest went in with the bayonet,
carried the fort in a few minutes, and made off with
158 prisoners. Lee himself commanded on the left,

118

where McLane’s dismounted troopers, led by their
captain, were the first to crash the defenses.

Paulus Hook made a national hero of Lee, just as
Stony Point had of Mad Anthony Wayne. The Con-
tinental Congress showered decorations and rewards
on Light-Horse Harry, but in one of those whimsies
that defy the rationalization of even a politician, it re-
fused to pass a resolution praising McLane and the
other officers who had been so prominent in the as-
sault.

This may have been one of the factors in the rift
that now developed between McLane and Lee. Their
personalities, in any event, seemed fated eventually to
clash. Years later, reading Lee’s account in his memoirs
of how he had paced the Hudson’s banks on a cold
wintry night waiting for a spy’s report from New York,
McLane remarked sarcastically in his journal that Lee
never kept the field in such weather; he preferred play-
ing whist.

Eventually Lee, commanding his augmented legion
and on his way to fight in South Carolina, got McLane
out of his sight by assigning him the menial task of
purchasing supplies in Maryland. McLane appealed to
Washington, with a result which he recorded in a tri-
umphant note on a letter dated January 2o, 1781.
“McLane got out of Major Lee’s trap by prevailing on
Washington to assign him to Baron Steuben’s com-
mand,” McLane wrote.

Steuben was then in Virginia trying to cope with an
invasion the British had launched from the sea under
Benedict Arnold in the first days of January. McLane's
assignment to Steuben’s command led directly to his
most important and most forgotten service.

During winter and early spring, the situation in
Virginia built to a crisis. The British reinforced
Arnold’s original raiders, and up from the south came
Lord Cornwallis, who had lost the Carolinas by deci-
mating his army to win the Pyrrhic victory of Guilford
Court House. Steuben and Lafayette, who had been
sent to Virginia by Washington, could not hope to do
battle with such an army, but at the same time the
British faced a potential danger; they were isolated
in the middle of the Atlantic seaboard, cut off from all
support except by sea. Strategically, this was the situa-
tion that was to make Yorktown possible.

In the north, Washington appeared preoccupied
with plans for an attack on New York, hoping to end
the war at one stroke. His apparent absorption in this
project deceived the British and apparently has de-
ceived most historians since. Lossing says that the
Comte de Grasse, commanding a powerful French
fleet, had notified Washington he intended to cam-
paign in the West Indies but later changed his mind
and decided to sail for the Chesapeake.



An intriguing mystery seems obvious here. Why
would De Grasse in the West Indies, intending to at-
tack the British there, suddenly change all his plans?
And if he were coming to the American coast,
wouldn’t logic dictate that he sail for Newport, where
a French army and fleet were already stationed? Why
would he, out of the blue as it were, decide on the
Chesapeake? Obviously, it would seem that he must
have been stimulated in some unexplained fashion to
arrive at this all-important decision.

The answer to the riddle is to be found in the Mc-
Lane papers, which reveal that the seed of decision
was planted by Allan McLane, acting as special courier
from Washington. This is McLane’s abbreviated ac-
count of his dramatic mission: “In the interval be-
tween the appearance of Cornwallis in Virginia and
the month of June, 1781, McLane embarked in the
ship Congress, of Philadelphia, Capt. Geddis, as Capt.
of Marines. . . . Visited Cape Francois in July, was
examined by Count de Grasse in Council of War on
board Ville de Paris, gave it as his decided opinion
that Count de Grasse could make it easy for Genl.
Washington to reduce the British in the South if he
proceeded with his fleet and Army to the Chesapeake.”

his secret mission which became lost in history
Tdoes not rest on McLane’s unsupported word. In
1820, when he was contemplating writing his memoirs,
McLane obtained a corroborating affidavit from Rich-
ard O'Brien, a lieutenant on the Congress. In this,
O’Brien says he personally commanded the ship’s boat
that rowed McLane to the council of war, and he adds:

“I was on the quarter deck of the Ville de Paris and
after considerable time had elapsed one of the French
officers—the Captain of a 74, one of the Council of
War—informed me that, in Consequence of the dis-
patches delivered to the Council of War by Col. Allan
McLane, his clear and explicit statements and rational
views of the probable Consequences, it was then deter-
mined to abandon the Expedition against the West
India Islands and to sail with all Expedition for
the Coast of the United States.”

Having obtained De Grasse’s pledge to sail for the
Chesapeake, McLane returned to the Congress for the
voyage home, and before he landed, such was the des-
tiny of the man, he became embroiled in one of the
fiercest sea battles of the Revolution. McLane under-
plays the event in one laconic sentence in his journal
in which he notes that the Congress fell in with the
British sloop of war Savage off Charleston Bar—and
took her.

Actually, the action was a desperate one, raging
from 10:30 A.M. to 2:45 P.M. before the Savage surren-
dered. It was one of the rare instances in which a pri-

vateer stood up successfully to a ship of the Royal
Navy. The Congress was more powerlul, mounting 24
guns to the Savage’s 16, but what impressed the British
skipper even more than the weight of her great guns
was the deadliness of her small arms fire. McLane, as
a captain of marines, was directing this, and even
when the ships drifted into positions where the car-
riage guns would not bear, “musquetry and pistols
still did execution,” the British captain later reported.
Finally, with the Savage’s rigging cut to pieces, her
quarter-deck and forecastle swept clear of men, the
British skipper struck his colors.

Delayed by this battle and the Congress’ privateer-
ing cruise, McLane didn’t get back to the war on land
until September, when he found Washington's troops
moving south for the encirclement at Yorktown. He
promptly joined them and fought until Cornwallis
capitulated. Shortly alterwards, McLane retired from
the army, noting in his journal that he had "Reccived
nothing but abuses and Insults from the people then
in power as a reward for his sacrifices and faith{ul
services from 1475.”

War's end found McLane with his once comfortable
patrimony swallowed up by debts he had incurred in
the patriot cause. He engaged in a trading venture
with Robert Morris on the Delaware and in 1797 be-
came collector for the port of Wilmington, a post he
retained until his death on May 29, 1829. During his
long and ever-active life, he held many public posi-
tions, and in the War of 1812 he had command ol the
defenses of Wilmington. In 1814, when the British
captured Washington, McLane was on the scene as an
observer. Then 68 and unequal to such feats as he had
performed in the winter of Valley Forge, his spirit was
still as fierce, as unconquerable—and as critical—as
ever. In a sulfurous memorandum the old war horse
passed this judgment on the capital’s defenders:

“All was conlusion—nothing like spirit—nothing
like subordination—universal complaint for want of
food, the Militia going off in every direction to seek
it. . . . I most religiously believe, that if I had been
at the head of goo men, such as I led in the attack on
Paulus Hook . . . I should have defeated Genl Ross,
when he pressed Genl Winder over the Eastern
Branch.”

The words of an old fighter to whom the past is
even more glorious in recollection than it was in deed?
One cannot know, but can only be sure that, to Allan
McLane, all things were possible.

Fred J. Cook is a staff writer for the New York World Tele-
gram and Sun. He has contributed to a number of maga-
zines, and with Senator Robert C. Hendrickson is co-author
of the recent book, Youth in Danger.

119



“’Z;

o%’rcm%@mdm//n/émgfz 2200,
[ |

' %%:/m%mf il Qe Ml s ;,c_/
//— W ' 6«’//&%&&/‘ /{;' .mw’

a’ Wl’wéé’?&i rdf ua’c‘cnn" o Z ¢ l/zun d

0(0 4«.&’ MM!(»’Z70 cericl f{mu’m

AP L R e & e T

;émmﬁww@f’@/ ol

amc Jé{ M/ﬂww



3 } W‘*{‘ﬂ@uut«&%%u/é a/mz /&‘&‘ ‘-
MLme) 7/2»14 Zosne j,/;wn mué)”ib/éi

e»ﬁ /Z/é ~/ u/”/ (} a&vayma &;7%&%7, 2
Af/_ & émwob ﬁmf /ouw(z/f' Zt):w:u&ny ilous %(nd.' : m%w

,’,7, 7;:2 or2e /{a% /a?w 4 ;/mu%kwbé & é"‘"’“’“ﬁ"}"[%' .

L’zﬁr/uuca/d:ndryur// //; uaut;/@'tu o2t

ﬁ%&»v/é&zo‘u ol o;uﬁ/wtﬁ ;ﬁnta&.m l r1le e
?/ LIV7LL) (7{”(/.:74;301 cerick. {mw or.(// JL4/:5!¢¢JM m‘v

o 9 o
e aZé M Brncrn02¢ Q‘js MA%Q m:«/nmm“/uf;ar%

f /dlzz ﬂ#&[?ﬁ’dﬂ/ﬁrz :z{;},iiﬂﬂa( a;a ¢m3,‘u354¢#“‘ Q‘M_ 2 ~
i Jwg_/aﬂmhw @¢sau&<0 Mzo_é_ K42 f@g@ 5. ’gma%o ' w‘z : '
éluf %él &157 Xpted / a éazf ¢o? (Zg ’-%/ﬂrurn t:(&o 22772 aﬁo :'

.&’t:é'ru Oy210L ﬁcm Mza;u /Ztm':awrawv ctvgﬂtrnm%%p&' &A %M ¥ s zr
""’9“"/?’ /:)a,:,/ /f u% wrecl all ; %i ﬁfté/ﬂyﬂff@ 971742“1 é'/m ﬂ@mmn“

“s b ok

Mﬁum@ﬂ %vmo@. orrro8llrleds m:d %ﬁdfh’ ﬁd «th m »
I;faagaojﬂl :&ano(/ anel R /q;m?mi cnw(mu /Oaa/and malﬂw

/&WM bc s beesfeot) Jo /icwe lo /foét %.Mw

L2725¢4 U—’Z«iﬁlﬂ’/:a///«aufwanm{ / ﬁwm ./y &‘@/Mm
\7/ L Vo/w / fewrs cond : %mﬂ{/x /,o-;%u wm cerid DchoSe

%Wafmﬂm Ao ord rnii/mm m&/’afzém ﬂmm/ﬁ ’
Mgadit fei arf o Hherastios G fois bussitlos Btstrmrsriiitiatens Dt
z“ reee 2o andww%%c l’w(- /[/é:m M/;/mnu ‘ ’;‘
W@Mﬁ b>
2 dez4/f% énr& z%wrmu “,;,/f /?/ (%/ Jenaricid ¥ l
2 M &/m{.«u écc/fcd// . a-ww///{om awam
_.{H 172g %f)ﬂmctm //-m'vmf a/‘_
o aja,,,m,, “, .m(uw cte na& /%au,;{’mmf

b
(e | E




Copiad for reference only from the orgiml
in the cuslody of The Division of Historiaal
and Culiural Altairs, Dapartment of State,
Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware.
Parmission for roproduction must be obtained.

Yolume \[_’ Page J “Lq) /&‘a
S F3 T ES
Repa 775
M’m%r"(zﬂu— 2) DC‘{ rad RE<




?/K* 7 a2 "M
%%v@% WW:W@J,@ =% —%

;7”?-0}’ m-?vy e ;4)7/5 7}?’0)4 ..a —"MJ —7»«# wyow

ey g 2 5] 7 ey oA~
-v/:'am/—-.r:-w' /W I ;79 -_:M/ﬂ /;jowfe r‘m'ay fﬂw?mo Fpr‘
. // % wm_y \-b’))\.ﬂr}f/ —ﬂvaj 63370 --OVWJ)’]!?I -)q)v‘yvﬁ' ‘1',

-_?'/y 741.;—» -zﬂ-r:?‘m"-/// a-a; 771&1'? f/rl.«u?-f wmf 233? -Wwy !

.- ""{7’%’:7—/"”) f‘"‘”‘(W '—*’*fi'r—’/.;zr’f‘df g 2 4/
% E"’""} e !::rppvmy- r-rnoz;Z/ W/ M/,_//,,ﬂy.w g
i /‘?‘ R AV i minag W T
D e 7. M(? ""”"’/’ @“’”)’ Y ” "”7""”7
'..l-.,__ 'ﬂuf-v// /; M'é? :Wf/ _?

| POGIEATIL T L T il A7) el By 4 {
o %j‘?‘zj’%ﬁ?—ifw"r?yﬁ"f/ /,? _évww:y )N e
STt BN AL s o L st Sy

Y -V.hw )7 ‘0"/"'0 2 '.
e—/j,ﬁwyffaw ﬁ -7 ZL? - »ym/ﬂ%awv g::’%

il ik i ‘:mf e e e o e rww'- e
. WV_’/M -'rwv/ r,ayv/ “'I'f.ﬂ_’?’:)‘l.-lr —7%__;49 --v»w?- -7/;w1//) .
Ty "-‘/" ‘7/3 "’7{ s 70 % ?“‘.’.'-"_h:’g ’Jﬁ’jﬂf 19 fiﬁ W%WWZ’ Sl
_/p;m j"’""’"W—_ "‘ JW/ 720 ¢ 2147, -

7Y, Eaccd “"’?’W
(':f :’z;y/ 7’ el ﬁyz Y U -74\4»? -w/ ~&FVAD 2] '\7
—m«m/n,;r 7B ""”"ZO —p0ip damprremyra g Ty 0 poy vy
Neomrer0 7y ’)?{'b{? 2‘((/ "'"_./W_; A D Vi -—p'}y%ﬁ? 6"”0‘
ﬂ‘/g avie. -1/;-\”/'_,27 7—»%;11‘415 /m;-;;!//;y/' 7// W At KW[ {"rww/ﬂ
29, g P Devi esrn gy gl 7*78 G
o et -..ﬂ'h)‘tﬂ_,/dw} w; -yvma’; Pﬁi (Qdﬂdvz 34714

/ » 7;9@/43
225fo moren rw 1) 2 w; an.?/?}y f,.r,y ~s

-r-«r‘v)g -‘;;41’;? 24;7#7170 ‘7 70"‘4’ W ;
. __j"lf" mﬂv J nw; '79\44') 7 Wl/ )2, f/pv_'_\p
~_,z”:-v/-7‘f/ S Seonel f*"' e LA ""*’% & "’*;'"2/” ; ,?" A

/_j-u.r; n-w;u ;wy ');d'l-ldj f-(?") “'.I(’*J?

Qrmug '7})—(’/‘* ewl’ v y > '1+-ayw .?;'v/ WW’)’?
_y/y/w -z'wv;,l)yﬂ "Wyj?g/) f-}f;v}o J -77 ,7,-, _};/ 79?14#)1 7-447

-w-;,p

ety 4 W’Jy|

«-u«»/f'rr-') 74 -ﬂufhtr "a{ —7,4 Sty La R b G ¥ ) ‘puav 7’7 7-\(»:»--»
/ 7/ })_,; _’y Ty
- f M ‘1; %714?" ey T

| ’//;/WJM 7// _yug-mc - -/!/ 77 v w?rv-'r/ _’”I ? ;-.
- / \owu!/j fyrv/' _’Z/ ] Jvmlffwm*ff f:"z_,//‘, - ’
v '7’___/ NVT) -;q7¢-££; r14 ; mW W --1-? 'JM/ o assLecis "l"t-u' I

‘(,w/o ’/f ~eos 2 p120G) AT T rv?:', }}/’ el Vitays "3// ]

e g ol e A s 7“""??’?”"’“”“4"""/ ‘

7 ,1.“}0 n _M,'rp) 2 J-m«z:/[a;nwv_{éwa T 1, ﬁmrm‘vﬁ ’ﬂ:?z:r// :
,-),,w.v o POy @ Syrreng) :7/ e 0 \aw?-z_{{ V4 ’07 W e Vil |
P 7,:’//-v ;!/2}/};/2@4;_;::.;)7_/1 22 =-.n7 DIV Sy Mry /A/[yf bl f"”"'// m"d

% =~y *—ry/m? Syt *’/‘" 7/’7”’//’7’””’/71_73)7(0p1(ﬁ :‘?7/0

ooy 3 < ntos 7Y

-ﬁ 2 20 vv i ,{
—j:/...-—m 7 pe /:‘?'/ S AR




¢
qc/aw ancl &bm/nﬁvvm/é ALarev~cy P e a Loerr ,{A:/‘a/éa..l Ma/é—u Corearndeyd
ko Catermely {eenends ﬁ'wu-a&_d(},‘,' @ a, w«’a»«a« ced (o
//r.. ./n-wu- Mm« p oL A HA e a/”""’(—“*‘c‘f 2449 //Lh
eI LI Mmdz;oww' P e %ea—mz e Hend P eedF
ddxﬂc Jaye. 4“ /A(ué// 61'-4-\0(.- aﬂ qu- fj{a[,_, /,{f;, @()M....u arrx 1
/aur (.{At{u( ()'!-”“‘CW q ‘/M /é.c. %a.ux.a Jlﬁhvﬁ'xw
/i aniit Mf—w o i Aoy 0 Rave and I5 Hold aee
U adored acke Laanols canld forerviies ,(4)(,{/—[/:_;.. a/a/z.u a.c-«a.ucg
f‘fw—-—/ﬁ: Jacie. Jrsmar CU lecd lioend an® ;,, !
P /-t/l.tu—&f"" (/’ﬂf-’tﬂc- ‘/{—- ('%44’6&- c/"!ff‘;w & (‘A./cc..w oL /t{:m- ;'{.4..6 ;
'%MJ Mtuval a+nd dﬁ:mmmmu Odv’f/f- Maﬁ-w'/—a-u‘ (.:M-CAM
[F and wp&e_ e c/a,cac.. :-o 3y a/(a-ﬁct / /r.m.d @D & JW
' L&A lir_. U ok 3/5{('@'4&. AL sl ﬂ:?l{w exk cedogy oot |
Mtw‘m) e atores exd (’m{/{; aii? fireinctey polle a/y’u-—
narm-\r‘f«co} z,"‘/:«... fl(u.. o‘/a..mﬁ- ,Ofm e Af /(«6«564»1 /q’ /e.-.-.,y n.-a."D
aca-u’f-/.( m-ch.é’ J/_c.. ,/a.w(.. yf([cu.. o z(f‘ém»u:-— Ad

chucu@]mt? a W&;!J a9 a.CC-/).cAJa-M Claciriia
gt et elen:, 4,.;% fllt_. é(c:cc.cﬁz.%&m_

{-h &[l G.M-tw jtm-ﬂ-— Jf- /f
r@/{(dnéaw\j- o uJ :ﬁ ot /wdmzﬂwww e ner—
Hhate mpc corcle. Mmmt 1ol A/gf%m,c..,. nww;.?é
Z/-‘{ M Sk yﬂfé*Z‘://:/C* MZ *ﬁ}ng“m/ﬁ‘,/‘,/—-
4 amﬁﬁ-_ . affexen &C-Z (X m_.u/uz:—m..:
ul-'“,cmﬂ«. //” 34 7'

wl g UL qu% . -___\yu_————a -

! W#/I’lﬁo&m %
1,y - .—-{NA// (f—;?&zﬁﬁ... '
' ﬂz'f Hre U % 7’ % 0{'@@ //L"
et el 47{1.’/)‘—- Zl.ﬁ‘- Ma—u} e (;a-xa/}codu.wé:’w

zmu’f/ / a3 Jol! m///m

er ﬁg awq,ue—
% / K/co%/zumé’m /.{y/m// 4.,,,,.,4,,4/ 547%

. //(n-u/tw. tdv Mu’.-; LA p-tm—p&'lﬂc- < ‘-&w KMM%‘L?L#%_
ot~ cof Mel-/yca&l u/d&m/ 511 0/{2(//1.. /a..aéccx,}

(f'ld\..o-ff u.t#\..t
%‘M 4&'—- i gl u./}’lmu- Cas L @Mﬁ oL ain
e cyon-:m-v&- Meare ur.ot.. an Lf":q.. Lr..a/tfz:—..u Ar&-bt‘-' w?df//‘ﬁuuosf@
"l Wansins ﬁﬁc. £t a "'a«.MP Bees ard OQJM‘C.ML%M;JVIL
4&:4\0&0’-— ad Jut/[u— /

Jaf‘chwu. A"h..“—, ﬁL 6(7 MD%M"— a//{o—.;ﬂa.ca& - /}{ péfw" ;

) Z é”,m
.u‘f‘!éu_p @).//4,, Mc—a-uﬁop m.-uD C’I‘A—-%m') Am%ﬁgﬁf/ﬂur—ndﬁ-fz

3’ d7% W:«;Z a/ng /}2/_@7’-:7/6,/4:1%‘/&&;7’/%“5—3

e

I
N

M“‘w.'




Calie Chos. a%-’(}ua@ -[4#’
MM}WUMWW
Mart 14,1208 5-- 87 Jronss Do 4 0.0 i Somen.
Ball, Voo, s U oSl (Saeran
Mart 70770 T =17 Stuncl Butls sstcofe Eloaiut
%”’mew-ﬂﬁw 3
Bolo ,GO?W% o G (S aered,
Mg 27,1779 Lol - 167 (Willoon Bulll anct wifn Ebjeutech,
Lo, 00 Loy S e
mwiw?“m 9 Lpt Corundiy
vy
&AL

By

Beote St

\ E Vrathocabeal
“ ] WU&W
~
\Y

{20 [t
Wart 15 1928 Ao fas®s Sirmal lost Eog (Losser
mwwwbm W Bon2y

Fetreap 17,1777 lo~l-204 /leuw&?_ 9 D<K ne lfammats, fox
Wﬁ“&gf‘% e, A@/l@yb W v Gmea

304» eovo~ /50 d;ou/\uﬂ»i-—— UkaM
o e e lusudos « S sanse ki G- (freaneay. |

Wvermbar /70775 (o) 133 Taidlyen dvothor Aot

STEpPHEN
VPPE -

ko bvwrs.

Flsa Bote St757~

S
- 3,

wiret BRick | Hovse

oy '9'«‘*&—4«‘»«/




@

%M /&7 /79> 'y-/—72¥75' g@d,%de WUW—M&—LLM ‘
MR Loy wlber £7G. & Gpcthor Ayolto-,

9«4» ownes- i [ « # 2 M&-Mw

Aoy Woabhispers

%ﬁzzc,nw X~ 1= 13Y w‘%ﬁﬁ Dot fommaiy

foguak 2 (TG peeortnacn  Worhim o Pl a1 by,
-1~ S el : %M«wcﬂ&ﬁ@d‘»&%&.
So aa%a WM&M«J o5,
oéw/&f 27 y-(-B5 iéw & a2l 1 Dase arncs Premiani_
ot ot Sherf, b sl apui utriary
/78S, doet mot gteorSode teald ,4,7%,,,,7'
[ 7¢Y

brqpent 19, 7 ¥ %@% M&%gﬁewﬁ_

ﬁ&u\r’—r‘ 300 W&g e ,,@154&.,:; arvee oot
5 M%M’:Z:ZY&M o

§§ A5
gi
§

P atr

RN
% & M lrame

¥
¥
3
»
;

~wp 7y L o)

~tumg tenSAL/




fmﬁxa—% 9.'7//‘75’r gﬁh/‘am‘ %CMMW%,W%

"

b Yersemphrart G192 76 lﬂw,& Aedol Coulh, (Mﬂwf' |

| Loctos prut alindesT o fulitye dumcor.)
Novermboor 1€, (706~ € 2-320  Elsager W€ Copton oan titfa Fhden

K@MQW%G@MGMM

Q;aw‘:r A"‘%M@)omﬁrﬁ /Oﬁfﬂ;“"-



_:_H _OOﬁ | _ | . | | |

e e =i 2

' ...,f”.M%MU e -




4
o L

b Cens

/
(27}8

B
s

—

2

—p



March 2&, 1906
Mrs, Edith Edsom

2076 Maidstone Farm Road ) %T

Annapolis, Maryland 21401 b ey & eyt
N/ ,& ﬂ\’c : i Y

Dear Mrs. Edsan, }»&y e K ag

Thank you for have he do the researcn for your James Wells, Sheriff of Kent County.
I trust that this report willi be to your satisfactivn. As I told you in our to=
night's telephore conver=zation 1 did not know or reaslise that you wanted the Wells
research, and so had to jump to it this week between my other commltments, The
research was challenging and enlighténg., Throuch the tex lists, the deeds and other
papers and references I trust that I have found for you the peper trail of James
Wells from his birth to his death, albeit no tombstone. As for hie wife, Rebecca,
shoever she may have been, at least there is proof that she was Rebecca .

Yhen I did your Wells report I forgot ons item which I'm adding nere.

THE SMYRNA TIMES SMYRNA, DELAVAEE WELCNESDAY AFTERNCON, PECEM-
BER 14, 1887

A CHAPTER OF LOCAL HISTORY

In the npeirhberhood cof Capt. Allen McLane of Duck Creek Crosa
Roads lived James McDowell,

They were both Methodists and engazed in founding the Mathodist
Eplscopal church in ssid village, Mr, McDowell became a wideower,
Mrs, McLsane hsd s nlece, a Miss Skilleton, who in the cource of time
received the addresses of Mr, McDowell, and became his second wife,
They had several children, and ene caliea "Wil1iam" was very talented
with whom, in after years, the writer became acqueinted, while engaged
in sabkath school work, She thinks if he hed been educeted =3 the
MoClanes were, he would have been equal te LEWIS, who was the mo=st
proment member of the femily,

Sarah Patterson Mason

¥ee Schedule 1) hours @ 315,00 per hour $165,.00
17 pages =xerox 8,25 per page .55 No receipt
5 pages xerox @%.9§ pmrpagﬂ 75
Pogtags

Mclane and B, Wells in McLane Report  Total due $173.30

Sincerely yours,
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e 'is'aid'”’:ldne of Caulk nhfy',‘rééf tnthe place of begimning,

'Hovemberl&,l?%md&prﬂ@,l?ﬂthemtayorthemmuper
R :!.n unclear. Only TWO Duck Groukﬁm&vd Tax Assessment lists (1787lnd
listed, eithew »
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FOR SALE

A Lot of Gmund

Inthe Town of Duck Creek Crofs Roads, 75
N fwtfrom, and extending buck ‘150 feet, aa’;om--:
- ing land:gf Do%or Exekiel Needham, and My
McDiwel'; on'which is ereSed o goad two flory
. brick J.wuﬁ and kitchen; there are tywo carrfar*a' ~
4= "ble sooms on 1he firft floor, and three an the fe.
5. cond, with [everal other necz/Jary improvements.

o Itwas for‘narly occupied by Ailen Mc Lane, Efg.
~Confiaerable Credis may be had for part of r.&- :
_ ? p..cymem‘.r, ‘and Jold upon rcq,anab’e terms. dny
. Peroninclining 2o purchaje will pleafe enquire
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12, 1887

CAPTAIN ALLEN McLANE

Duck Creek Cross Roads and surroundine country had its full
share of patriotic men when the war of the Revolution commenced, and
Allen MclLane was one of them,

His residence wes neer the street, which at that time was known
as Ball strect, having been donated to the little village by a gentle-
man ci tnhat name, It was afterwards cicknamed METHCDIST from the
wonderful revivals &snd succeeses of thet demenlnation of Chrictisns
who held religiocus services in private houses on the sald street, This
name it Tore for = century, until it waes changed to Mount Vernon Street
lest year. The dwelling house which Cert., McLane owned 2né occupled
was not cn the street, but set back, and the front faced the western
horizon, and was one of the few brick dwelllngs on thet street, This
property has been owned or tenented by the Mayterry's frcem the writer's
earliest recollections.

In 1784 the Methodist Church was orgenized in Baltimore and in 1786
1786 Capt. McLane donated the ground for the site of 8 church and ceme=-
tery. He was thie mos¢ enihusiebtlc Methodist I ever heard of, for he
wanted the church kept open for religious services every day. Hia
wife and several children ere buried in thies cemetery, His son, Lewis,
was born in the house where Mrs, Mayberry lives, After this distine
guished famlly removed to Wilmington, Lewis hecame a United States Sena-
tor from Delswere, and served ths Siate and Nestlcn many years in that
capecity. In subsequent yeears he was prominent membher of President
Jackson's caktlnet, and afterwards represented the United States in the
Court of St. Jemes,

Capt, McLerie hed & farm on the State Road between Duck Creek Cross

Roads and Dover where he spent a great deal of his time with his fa-
vorlte Latt in agricultural pursuits.

In the History of the Revolutiorary Soldiers of Delaware by Will=-
iam G, Waltely, I find that Ceptain Allen McLane was cemmissioned on
January 13, 1777.

"He enlisted @ vartisan company and served falthfully sand bravely
turoughcut the war, He was in most, 1f aot all the tattles in the North=-
ern Dgpartment, anc in the baitle at Yorktown.,"

When he went tc wear he took his favorlte servant, Latt, to walt
on him. On one occasion when in battle McLane was wounded, Latt went
to him, picked him up and removed him to a place of safety,

The Captaln tock care of nim for the balance of his life, aRd when
he removed to Wilmington he left Latt iIn a teneneni house on his fsrm
and provided for his wants as long as he lived, Tne writer has seen
Latt frequently and has some very amusing recollections of him when he
came to Smyrna on Saturdey afiernoona,

Sarah P, Mason

i 1 3 i 12 story--one major one
Je now know that there are several descrepancies in tﬁa s
being‘ith Mcloneds wife died in Wilmirztone Another--that he was a senator for

many years.
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In 1782 Alexander Worknott purchased a ot of around from David and Ruth Gordon.
Within two vears he erected a small brick house thereon. Later the house and lot passed
to his son Conrad. who subsequently sold it ro one David Miller in the 1820's.

Records are hazy as to owners from 1820 to 1860 when a brick dwellinghouse and lot
were owned bv Mr. G. Manlove. Assessment records and deeds do not state the size of the
house. Therefore, it is impossible to make any statements concerning the pictured house.

All cvidence points to the late Federal Period {1840) with its full three storeys. six-
over-six windows. its side hall and dentil cornice work at the roof. As the building is
stuccoed. it is nor possible to ascertain the tvpe of brick nor the bond of its laving,

It is possible that, like the POPE-MUSTARD MANSION, this one too was completely
rebuilt in such a fashion that all evidence of the original were obliterated. However. the
original brick structure may well have been torn down with the present one replacing it.

Evans and Rodway have been the more recent owners. Presently the building is
tenanted and is owned by Mrs. Donald A. (Ruth J.) Knotts.

43. ALLEN McLANE HOUSE

Duck Creek Cross Roads’ and Delaware’s unsung hero of the American Revolution
lived in this house prior to his call to the colors in 1775. Sometime during the conflict
his wife and family moved from the village, and they returned after the Revolution. As

* they had rented the house, they, too, had to seek other quarters.

The house is a puzzler. Its building date has never been ascertained; it sets the wrong
way, and the complete structure poses all sorts of archectural conjecture. Writing in the
early 1860’s about Allen McLane in THE SMYRNA TIMES, Sarah Patterson Mason
states that “the McLane family before the Revolution lived in the old brick house three
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doors up from the M. E. Church”. Yet McLane did not purchase the property untﬂ@
His deed of convevance to Thomas Maberry was 1828. Maberry’s son, Thomas C. of
Philadelphia inherited the house, and two separate deeds did not appear until after 1864.
Therefore, it is presumed that between 1829 and 1864 the original ALLEN McLANE
HOQUSE which faced west was udded to, changed and altered into a “double house”
which was architecturally turned to front onto Methodist (Mt. Vernon) Street. This
alteration most probably occurred abour 1840 as evidenced by the double fan windows.
the Greek portico and the cornice,

Evidence points to the left exterior wall as being the original front of the structure. It
is laid in Flemish bond. is two storeys and an attic high. has three bays containing six
over six windows. and boasts 2 double bricked belt course, Traces of the opening for the
entrance door are clearly visible, Interior doors. trim. moldings. fireplaces, an enclosed
staircase. dlong wich floor and ceiling scars. present visible proof that the left side is the
older.

The right side is much more prezentious wizh its interior Federal morifs and designs~
marbled fireplace frones and maneels, cailing slaster-of-Paris moldings. und interior wall
sliding doors. For over u hall century zhis was the properey of William Baggs. a fairly



well-to-do businessman. During his occupancy the side was further updated by the
iddirion of a two storey rear wing and shed: a side bay window, and the changing to two
aver two windows. He also installed at che top of the open stairway the bottom half of a
rolled stained glass geometric design window from Asbury Mechodist Episcopal Church,

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bowers purchased the twin sides in 1972, In July of the
Bicentennial Year. they were bought bv Mrs. Ruth Porter from Mr, and Mrs. Roger
Frazier. Presently THE ALLEN McLANE HOUSE is a single dwelling having been
converted by Mrs. Porter who is slowly rehabilitating, restoring and adapting this historic
house to present day use.

+4. OLD ASBURY CEMETERY

Although Methodism came late to the Duck Creek area in 1778, it was they who
built the firsc church strucrure in Duck Creek Cross Roads (present Smyrna)aln 1785
Allen McLane and his wife gave to the Duck Creek Methodist Congregation a parcel of
land to be used for a meeting house and graveyard. The site was located on present
North Delaward Street near and across the intersection of North Street, During 1786, a
frame church was erected and burials begun. In 1844, the wooden structure was closed
when the congregation moved to its present location, However, the cemetery continued
to be used until after the Civil War when Glenwood was opened, Many early Merhodist
families were buried here including the Stevensons, Cahoons, Milaways, Faries, and
Perkins. The most imposing monument is that of Isaac Davis, early wealthy Smyrnian
who was a judge of the Supreme Court of Delaware.

7]
(¥

(756




1.

ALIEN MCIANE
D78 CAXlen Mekagpe's fdp te Burppe md f‘;ttl..ngé, in the throu-lower
:‘ﬁ‘ ; ‘_Q';!tmw..s.h of Peyvsy j'vanm,- Gruoen, THE 3.0RT OF EIME

P . - o v_; -nfn;» ut—‘g‘rmﬂlhl s Zoge 2h9

REEL #3 1768 Keat County Allowances *o 178l: Muderkill Hundred
1768 A1l Mundreds
Allen Mclane not listed

1769 411 Hundreds missing, tut a feu scattered delinguenta
1770 Jappary 1 Allen Mclame married %o Rebecca Wells GCreen page 21,9

1770 Allen ¥elane, leather brecches. uaker, settlied on a five acre farm
_ near tre Crogs Hhoads. Green page 249
NOTE3--le must have rented 'as no dead was found,.

1770 DiiZ¥ CREEK HUNORID
411len Mclane 15 no deed, probably ascessed for his
materials

1771 DHCK CREEK HUNDRiD
Allen ¥olane 6 no deed, canuot understand the decrease

1771 August 10 Kent County Deed Book T 1 143

Permlek Fisher to Benjamin Darsom--=in thc description of the
netes and hounds of Fisher's land to Dawson iz the [ollowing--®A
certain Lott of ground part of the real Hstate of John ¥ining late
of thc County Esquire dec'd situate on the south side of the landing
Road near the Intersection with the Couniy Road Commenly called The
Cross Roadg * # # % # ¢ » Beginning at a cormer stone of Allen
Meclane's Lott # » » » » # # {0 the place of Beginning Containing in
said Bounds One Hundred and thirty eme perches,."

NOTE:=~This deed clearly shows that Allen Mclane either renmted
or ovmed 2 lot &b the Cross Roads as early as 1771, one year before
he purchased land from James Jreemn., However, from previous re-
searcheby other researchers and this ome, this lot ATthe Cross Roads
was NOT the § acre farm alluded to by Green.

1771 January 1 or February 21 Alken Mclane married to Rebecca Wells by
Rev, John Miller, Telephone conversation--February 28, 1996
MI'S. Edith Edﬂono

1771 1772 Jarmary Wi Kent County Deed Book T 1 206 James 3recn to Allem
Mclane XEROXED  ®XHIEBIT A
This deed was for two parcels of land 1m Duck Creek Hundred to=
talling four (L) acres plus, and was situated on both sides of
mresent North Main Street. Not certain if either parcels con=
tained a house, EXAIBIT S

1772 DUSK CREEK HUNDRED
Allen Mclane 12

1773 DX CE8EK [IUNDEFD==First Linmt
Allen Mclane 12



2.

Duck Creeck Hundred—-Second List
1773 DUCK CREEK HUNDRED--Second Idist
Allen McLane 12

177, DUCKX CREFX YUNIRED missing only the Delinguent shoam
Adllen MclLane was the taz assessor

1775 DICK CREEK HUNDRED
Allen Mclane 12 He was the tax assessor

1775 April 17 Beglnning of the American Revoluticn

1775 Septerber
Allen Melaneasppointed a lisutenant and adjutant in Caesar Rodney®S
batallion. Creen page 2L9

1776 DUCK CREEX HUNDRED
A2z SieLane not iisted--but he signed as the tax assessor

1777 Duck Creek Hundred
Al'en Mclane not listed

1777 May 12 Kent County Deed W 1 16l Capt, Allen McLane and his wife, Re=
tecae, no community listed, to Alexander Vorimoet of luck Creek Hune
dred the three acre plot of land purchased from James Creen. (Ho
dead for the other acre has ever been located) XEIOXED EXHIBIT B,

1777 May L Xernt County Deed W 1 91 Isaac Carty of Duck Creek Cross Roads
to Capt, Allen Mclans of Dover one acre near the Cross Roads,
XXROXIED EINIPTIT G,

NOT® :=-A1though Allen MYclane was in service, Lu® was
from Mack Creek Hundred owming progperty there, he should have
appearcd either in the regular Tax Assessment List or vhe De-
linquent liste-if one or both surviwed. However, he never apw-
peared, AIS0 Dover sms in Murderkill Hundred as thus illem
ghould also have been listad there, “ut he was not, Strangsdgl

1778 DUCK CRELK HUNDRED
Allen McLsne not listed

1778 MURDE-XILI. HUMDEXD
Allen MclLane not listed

1778 November 25, Kent County Desd W 1 122 Joserh Pryor of Dover to
favtain Allen Mclane of the Conblnental Service 2z house and lot
on the Modern B®Green®, XERCXED EXHIBIT D

1779 February 19 Kent Coaumnty Deeé W 1 146 Captain A1%em ¥clane 2nd his
wife, Rebeaca ¢of Dover to Laniel Curmins of Cuck Sreek Cross Facds
the lot Mclane parchased from Isaac Certy., IXEROXED EXHIBIT E,
NOTE s ~~the researcher is not sure of tuie locaitian,

1779 DUCK CRFEK HUNIRED
Allen Mclane not listed
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1779 MURDERKILL HUNDRED
Allen ¥Mclsne not ldisted

1780 DUCK CRFEK HUNDRED
Allen Mclane not listed

1780 MURDERKILL HUNDRED
Allen Mclane not listed

1781 DUCK CREEK HUNDRED
Allen Mclane not listed

1781 MURDERXILL HUNDRED
Allen Mclane not listed

1781 October 21
Surrender of Lord Cormwallis at Yorktown, Virginia--Endoof Amerie-
can Revolution—~Encyclopedia Brittanica Vol.,23, p. 385, 1947

1782 DUCK CREEX HUNDRED missing--only a small delinquent list
Allen Mclane not listed

1782 MURDERKILI, HUNDRED
B E Allen Mclane not listed

1783 DUCK CREEK HUNDRED

Allen Mclane 10

According to tradition McLane and his family rented the
house on the present S W, corner of Mt. Vernon and Market Streets.,
SEE #3 of the Allen McLame Post Card Set. This tradition &s sabd=
stantiated by the 1791 house sale ad in the DEIAWAKRE GAZETTE,
NOTE:=--that the ad states that the house was occupled by Allen
Mclane--not cwned--glec,

1783 MURDERKILI HUNDRED
Allen McLane not listed

1763 May 13 FKent County Deed X 1 84 William Killen to James Wells, Shallop-
man and Allen McLane, Merchamt (no residency listed) land in Little
Creek Hundred XEROXED EXHIBIT G

178); DUCK CREEK HUNDRED missing

178l May 28 Louis Mclane borm in Duck Creek Cross Roads
NOTE j-~the house in which he was borm has not been definitely i
dentified as researchers (previous ones) apparently did not know
about THE SMYRNA TIMES., Sarah Patterson Mason, suppesedly Dela-
vare's first female newspaper contributors, in her articles in the
October 12, 1887 issue of the SMIRNA TIMES stated that “Iewis was
born in the house where lMra, Mayberry lives,"

IEROXED EXHIBIY H,

With all of these variables enc cannot with any certainity pin peint
McLane's whereabouts in Duck Creek Cross Roads from perhaps late 1781
or early 1782 until December 23, 1785--unless, of course, Mclane him=-

gelf in a diary or other papers, not known to other and this resecarche
er, related those facts about hfs whereabouts,



Le

1785 MURDERKTLL HUNDRED
Allen Mclane not listed

1784 LITTIE CREEK HUNDRED
Allen Mclane not listed--he had purchased property in 1783

RELL #; 1785 Dover Hundred to 1797 Duck Creek Hundred
1785 DUCK CREEX HUNDRED

Allen Mclane 15
1785 DUCK CREEX HUNDRED DELINQUENT
Allen McLane b 13 to poor to pay

1785 LITTIE CREZK HUNDRED
Allen Mclane neot listed

1785 MURDERKILL HUNDRED
Allen Mclane not listed

17685 December 23 Yent County Deed Y 1 149 Thomas Wilds of Dover to Allen
MecLane of Duck Creek Cress Roads 3 acres of land on Ball Street,
XEROXED EXHIBIT I
Marked on EXHIBIT S

1786 DUCK CBEEK HUNDRED missing

1786 DUCK CREEK HUNDRED DELINQUENT
Allen Mclane nit listed

According to a HISTORY OF ASRURY METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SMYRNA compiled
and published in 3 Church Newspaper called THE METHODIST by Reve W.W,/. Wilsen the
McLanes in 1786 permitted the Methodist Society to erect their Meeting House on a
portion of their property which they had parchased fram Thomas Wilds., Cepy in am ol
old Record Book located in the Office of Asbury United Methodist Church 20-25 W,

Mt, Vernon Street, Smyrna, Delaware --mailing address P.0. Box 330 Smyrna, Delaware
19977 .

1787 MURDERKILL HUNDRED
Allen Mclane not listed, Dover was in Murdesrkill Hundred, Allemn
Melane owned property thers on The Green. I could not find any deed

from Mclane te . DPut Melene was never found listed in the
MURDERKILL HUNDRED TAX ASSESSMENT LIST. So I will not continme to list
this Hundred.

1787 LITTIE CREEK HUNDRED
Allen McLlane not listed

1788 DUCK CREEK HUNDRED, First List

Allen Mclane Esq. 12
Allen McLane Jr. 2
1786 DUCKX CREEK HUNDRED, Second Iist
Allen McLane Esq. 12
Allen Mclane jr. 2

NOTE:==the idenity of Allen Mclane Jjr. is not known to the researcher,
He did not appear in any later lists.



789 DUCK CREFK HUNDRED missing

1789 LITTIE CREEK HUNDRED
Allen lclane not listed

1789 February 280 Kent County Deed B2 1 Allem MclLame of Kent County, Delaware
from Andrew Barratt Esq., Sheriff, a portiom of land in DUCK CREEK HUND-
HED knoun as THE JUGGIE formerly of James Wells, the elder.
ikOXED  EXHIBIT J.
NOTE:==This researcher has "run" intc THE JUGGIE on other research
project, One in which deeds were run from December 1, 1775 until before
1860 which that portion of 'HE JUGGIE descended to a Mrs, Bell, She was
shown on the 1868 Beers ATIAS OF DUCK CREEK HUNDRED which was in a larger
map publication entitled Beers ATIAS OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE 1868,
PORTION X=ROXED EXHIBIT T

1790 DUCK CREEX HUNDRED missing

1750 DUCKX CHREEX HUNDRED DELINQUENT
Allen Mclane not listed

1796 LITTIE CREEK HUNDEED
Allen Mclane not listed

1791 DUCK CREEK Missing
1791 LITTIE CREEK HUNDRED
Allen Mclane Esq. 18
That entry did not (does moi) indicate that the Mclanes lived in
Iittle Creek Hundrede=-1it only indicated that Allen ovmed land,
1792 DUCX CREEK HUNDRED missing

1792 LITTIZ CREEK Hundred
Allen McLane Esq. 22

1793 Duck Creek Hundred missing

1793 Duck Creek Hundred Delinquent
Allen Mclane not listed

1793 1793 LITTIE CREEK HUNDRED missing
179 DUCK CREEK HUNDRED missing

179% LITTIE CREEX HUNDRED
Allen Mclane not listed

179 October 27 Kent County Deed E 2 68 Jesse Dean of Iittle Creek Hundred
to Allen Mclane of Duck Creek Hundred land in little Creek Hundred,
XERGIED EXHIBIT X

1795 DUCK CREEK HUNDRED missing
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1 179 LITTIE CREE HUNDRED missing

1795 September 1, Patent Book A p, 8 State of Delaware to Allen MeLane
land in Idtile Creek Hdundred warrantediNovember 19, 1790.
XEROXED EXHIBIT L

1796BUCK CREFX HUNDRED missing
1796 LITTIE CREEK HUNDRED missing

179¢ March 28 Kent Counity Deed Book E 2 209 TFrancis RBarber of St. Jened
Hundred to Allen lelans 5 acres of land in Iittle Creek Hundred,
XERCXED EXHIBIT M
According to this decd Allem Mclame was residing in ILittle Creek
Hundred, at least when the deed was written,

1797 DUCK CREEX HUNDRED p. 89  First List
“Alen Mclane
A Lot of Ground containing 2 acres whereon is Erected a Brick
Dwelling House, kitchen and stables in the occupation of Edward
Worrell at 30 per anmmm, (House purchased from Wilds--glc)
The other acre on which stood the Meeting House and Cemeter was
not listed, (McLame®s future or in facik son=in-1aw300,00
A Lot of Cround in Whigsborough of one
acre with two frame tenements in tenure of John
Clarke and Negro John at 12 per ammm 100,00
#Location not known
A plantation of 230 acres with a log dwell=-
Ing house, kitchen, Barny,StaBles and crib in tole
erable repgair in tenure of

130 acres of the above Improved @ 17.00
and 100 acres of the above unimproved @ 8,00

Aggregate 1320,00

1797 DUCK CREEK HUNDRED Pe 76 First List
Fdward Worrell

1 horse 10 years old 30 lcow kL 5s 3L.5
Personal Tax 100,00 110,0
Aggregate 13L.5
1797 DUCK CREEK HUNDEZD Second Iist
Allen Melane Feal 1320 Personal § Ageregate 1320
Edward Worrell Real (o] Perscnal 136 Aggregate 136 #

# 1 pound and five shiiling difference

1797 Pebruary 27
Allen Mclane appointedcollector of customs at Wilmington, Delaware,

1797 May 10, 1797 Bent County Deed ¥ 2 LO John Dickinson of Wilmington
and Allen Mclane (residency not shown) to Jacob Baker, Thomas Hase
kins and Caleo North, Philadelphia merchanta 337 acres of lamd in
Mispillion Hundred. XEROXED EXHIRIT W,

REEL # 1797 1ittle Cresl: Handredto 179 Duck Creek Hundred Second list



1797 LITTIE CREEK HUNDRED «iglc Ref my taking of assessments in April--
page 1 of report entitled, JAMES WELIS, SHERIFY,
Allen Mclane qu.
2 acres of Land and a small house remted to Elisabeth
Israel for 7 10 s O v a year about half the land in cripple

62.10,0
200 acres of Iand on which he lives of which
is cleared the residue of 1O acres in woodlamd, the
buildings in good repalr @6 600.00.0
10 os plate silver @8/L L. 3.6
2 plgw horses 10 years old 3. 0.C
1 mare 12 years old 30. 0.0
1 2 3\3&1‘ eld cal? 20. 0.0
1 yearling calf Tel0.0
1Bull 8 6 milch cows 21,10 29.10.0
2 young stears 3 years old 10. 0,0
12 young ecattle 30, 0.0
1sow 9 pigs 7 shoats 7 1 (unreadable) 5.17.6
Persanal Tas 100,00.0
Aggregate e

This Tax Assessment Iist made in April clearly stated that at that
month, at lesast, Allen Mclane was a resident of Little Creek Hundred, and
had mot moved to Wilmington as custom's collector. AISO the acreage
in this assessment does not agree with the acreage in deed Y 1 8L,

1798 DUCK CREEX HUNDRED First list Pe 86 ALLEN McIANE
130 Acres Tmoroved 100 Acres Unimproved 7/5 863.10,0
A lot of Ground of 2 acres whereon is
Erected 2 Brick Messuage, stables and etc
in good repzir in occupation of John Cole

8 15 (gle--per anrum) 375. 0.0
A small house (frame) occupled by N Rogers

@ 12 (glc~-per anrum) 50, 0.0
1 Iot of 1 acre of ground in Whigsborough to

Wm. Numbers @ 20 (gle-—per annum) 166.13.h4

Aggregate 5308
The last entry means that Mclame seld that
lot to Wm, Numbers, HOWEVER, I did NOT find that
deed. Another instance where the only proof of sals
is in the Tam Assessment IList. Ferhaps years later in Numbers

or in a Mumhers? heir deed to that purchase may be
cited.
1798 DUCX CREEK HUNDRED First IList page not taken
William Numbers no descripticn 166,13.k
1798 DUCK CREEX HUNDRED Second List
NAME IAND AND MARSH VAILIE #Slaves Value
Allen Yclane 223 155, 3.4 ¥ 0
RATE ON PERSCN AMT, of ALL OTiHER PROFPERTY O
0

AGUREGATE  1455.3.4
John Numbers no description AGGREGATE 16¢¢1361



1799 LSUCK CREZK HUWORED NOT TAREN
1799 LITTIE CREEK HUNCRED not taken

1799 May 9 EKeht County Deed F 2 187 Allen Mclane and his wife, Rebegca of
Wilmington to John Cole et ux of Duck Creek Cross Roads, Trustes
of The M. E, Socisty, the one acre of land on which was already
erected a Meeting House and cemetery, ZIFROXED EXHIBIT O

‘Hall of Records 1800 FEDERAL GENSUS Reel #1
Court Street and WI"‘lI‘EGTON, DEIAWARE Printed Page ?
legislative Avenue WILAINGTON HUNDRED Written Page ?
Dover, Delaware 19977
NAME
Allen Mclane, Esq. 2 free white males of 10 and under 16

1 free white male of L5 upward
1 free vhite female of LS upward

1807 May J Kent County Deed X 2 189 Allen Mclane of Wilmington from James
Keith of Little Creek Hundred 21 acres plus adjoining jands of
Allen Mclane. XERQXED EXHIBIT P

LIS
~

1828llamh 20 Xent County Deed B 3 91 Allen Mclane of Wilmington to Thomas Mae
berry of Smyrna, the house and lot in Smyrna (on Methodist Strecte=

gle) purchased from Thomas Wilds.

XEROXED EXIIBIT Q

New <

3829!5&’3‘ 22 Death of Allen Mclane Esqg.

1821-1821 Probate of Allen McLane. Only found his will which was sent to Mrs,
Edith Edson in the JAMES WELIS, SHERIFF, REPORT on March 28, 1996, For the re-

searcherts file and Mrs, Edson's fille, if she so choses, the will is marked
EXHIBIT R.

The follmdngr:agrﬁ?cw:d in iy files when I was doing waork on the JUGGIE
N0 DATE KXent County Deed H . 3 .2Ll Iouis Mclane and his wife, Catherine for
$1500 to Siuom Spearman 236 acres of land in THE JIGGIE Bought
by Allen Mclane deceased, father of Louis.
NOTE : =-According to Deed B 2 1 Allen purchased only
200 acres, WNo deed found for the extra 36.

Uther materlals enclosed:
1. Price guide for photocopy at The Archives
2. THE MeclANE HAQUSE and QLD ASIURY CEMETERY from FOOTPRINTS OF THE PAST
3. COL, ALL:iN McIANE SET of Six Pest Cards
L. A MEW ACL BEGINS, by Page Smith 1955 Volume 2 Penquin Books—=a brief
introductory concerning Allen ¥clane pages 135L & 1355

George L. Caley

Researcher, genealogist & historian
112 West South Street

Smyrna, Duck Creek Hundred

Kent County, Delaware 19977
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26 Louis McLane: Federalist and Jacksonian

to a rural heritage, to an understanding and fellowship with the rural
gentry and yeomanry who were the major and dominant class in Dela-
ware.

His birthplace, though a town, was very modest indeed. The name
Duck Creek Cross Roads betrays its rural nature; Smyrmna, which it be-
came in 1806, is the mark of its pretensions. The town grew on a tract
called “Gravesend,” where James Green began selling lots in 1768 be-
cause two roads met here. One from a landing on Duck Creek proceeded
across the Delmarva Peninsula to the Eastern Shore of Maryland; the
other ran from Daover, the county seat, north toward New Castle and
Wilmington. Here on four and a half acres of land that Allen McLane,
“leather-breeches maker,” bought of James Green on January 4, 1772
it is likely that Louis McLane was born twelve years later, and here he
lived till his parents moved to Wilmington in 1797.

How the McLane children were educated while the family lived at
Smyrna is not known. The village had not more than one hundred houses,
and in spite of what the gazetteers call its “brisk trade” with Philadel-
phia,? it had no established school. Perhaps a clergyman supplemented
his salary by schoolkeeping; perhaps the McLanes and other families
combined to “board around” a hired teacher; perhaps some of the towns-
men had “bought” a teacher, for it is said that Kent farmers used to watch
for immigrant ships coming up the Delaware, and then ride up to New
Castle and buy the indenture of some lettered Scotch-Irishman whom
they could put to teaching their children.

X DUCK CREEK TO WILMINGTON

More problems than his children’s education bothered Allen McLane
during his residence in Smyrma. His commission business did not prosper
as he hoped; his post as marshal brought him many responsibilities “but
no profit.” Indeed, he complained to Washington, “the office . . . taking
all things in to Consideration brings me in Debt. I cannot Get men of
integrety to assist me as Deputy marshall if I wont Give them all the
fees. . . . I have to neglect all other Concerns to attend to the duties of
the office which laies at Extream parts of the State.” ®* The “extream
parts” of Delaware were, of course, not very far apart, but roads were
bad, travel in wet weather could be unpleasant, and the necessity of serv-
ing a writ in the southern part of Sussex County or northwestern New
Castle could be a most annoying interference with his other business at
Smyrma. The compensation for serving any writ, warrant, or attachment
was only two dollars, plus five cents a mile for travel.®* Consequently
Allen besought the President to “add some appointment of profit,” for
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of such vital importance in planning that attack, made a careful recon.®
naissance of the approaches to Paulus Hook. They were, on the face of §
it, simple enough and thoroughly disheartening. The fort stood on g §
low sandspit that projected out into the river. From the north and
northwest, it could be approached across a salt marsh. A tidal creek,
Harsimus Creek, too deep to wade, ran across its front and was deep- i
ened and extended by a man-made moat. A circle of strong abats, §
commanded by two small redoubts, provided the main line of defense,$
while the heart of the position was a larger redoubt containing five guns;
and situated near the center of the fortification. Three barracks and a
powder magazine completed the works. The garrison was commanded
by Major William Sutherland, who had under him a portion of the
Sixty-fourth Light Infantry under Captain Thomas Dundas, forty-one}
Hessians under Captain Von Schaller, a body of invalid soldiers, and
some Tories from Cortlandt Skinner’s New Jersey Volunteers. There
were some ordnance men and a few ladies of easy virtue who provided
distraction for those soldiers fortunate enough to enjoy their favors. &
Washington, persuaded by Lee that an attack was feasible, assigned
four hundred soldiers to the operation: two hundred Virginia Cont-
nentals, McLane’s partisans, and Captain Levin Handy’s two Maryland §
companies. oy
McLane, a rich and aristocratic young Philadelphian, was a particu- 3
larly interesting character. He had inherited a sizable estate on the death &
of his father just at the beginning of the war, and he had thereupon ¥
undertaken to raise a company of soldiers. By the end of 1777 he had
spent most of his fortune (some £115,000) to buy handsome uniforms
for his men and pay their wages. For a time the uniforms seemed worth &g
the effort; McLane had captured a British patrol on Long [sland
because, among the informally clad American forces, the British had &
mistaken McLane’s men for Hessians. At White Plains, in the retreat
through New Jersey, and at Trenton and Princeton, he had fought with
such bravery and enterprise that Washington gave him a battlefield
commission. In the winter of Valley Forge, his men were so successful at
harassing British and Tory foraging parties that they became known 25 4
the “market stoppers.” At the end of 1778, McLane’s detachment Ot_. %
soldiers was incorporated into the Delaware Regiment, which in tur? 3
became part of Henry Lee’s “Legion”—modeled, in large part, aftq :
Banastre Tarleton’s “Loyal Legion.” L
McLane was indeed the beau ideal of a handsome and dashing
young officer, with all the gifts of a born military leader; and he Wa’

7
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adored by his men, whose comfort and well-being he placed before his
own. Yet he was too forthright and independent, too impetuous and
indiscreet to be advanced in any systematic way through the military
hierarchy. His dislike and indeed suspicion of Benedict Arnold, which
began when he observed Arnold’s highhanded and corrupt rule of the
city of Philadelphia, simply served to get him in trouble with Washing-
ton. When McLane tried to tell Washington about Arnold’s profiteering
and, in McLane’s opinion, treachery, Washington gave him a sharp
rebuke.

On the morning of August 18, Lee left Paramus with the two
companies of Marylanders and several wagons to create the impression
that he was starting out to forage for supplies. The rest of his force
joined him at New Bridge, and late in the afternoon he moved off
toward Bergen. During McLane’s reconnoitering of the approaches to
Paulus Hook, he had encountered a deserter who had given him
detailed information about the garrison. The distance from New Bridge
to Bergen was sixteen miles, with another two miles to Paulus Hook.
The timing of the attack was crucial not only because of the importance
of the element of surprise but because it was thought that the moat
could only be crossed at low tide. Lee’s plan was to attack at midnight,
just after the turn of the tide. This would presumably give him time to
seize the fort, destroy the works, and carry off its defenders as prisoners.
Washington took steps to be sure that boats were available across the
Hackensack, west of Bergen, to assist in the escape of Lee’s force in the
event of pursuit.

The first misadventure of the expedition came when Lee’s guide
took him on a long and apparently unnecessary detour through rough
country, so that Lee and his detachment reached their assembly point
near Bergen three hours behind schedule. In the difficult and often
exhausting march, half the Virginia troops under Major Clark had
disappeared. There was the suspicion that Clark, who was furious at
being under the command of Lee, an officer junior to him by some
months, had dragged his feet or encouraged his men to drag theirs. In
any event it was a blow to Lee to learn that his small force was so
seriously depleted just at the moment when he was preparing for the
assault. Washington, aware of Lee’s hell-for-leather propensities, his
impetuousness, and his desire for military glory, had been emphatic
about one point: Lee must not carry through the attack if he lost the
element of surprise. To stop now to try to locate the missing Virginians
would be to delay the attack until daylight, which would put an end to
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. NEW CASTLE, COUNTY, es..

To any Justice of the Peace, for said County.
You are hereby authorized and required to administer the oath or affirmation of Apprais

; . to Messrs pﬂazfé G'Zfzt/fc— and O'éfm f’if/"ﬁw/'\

b well and truly to appraise the Goods and Ghattels, which were of £CELarn 77 2 e/agob
late of GOz oziao T  Hundred, deceased, so far fo

asﬁe same shall come to their sight and knowledge, in lawful money of the United States.

Register's Office, New-Castle, S
ctiny 27. 1827 C/"(’;}” . Ferrns REGISTER.
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SPONSOR: Sen. Bushweller & Sen. Ennis
Reps. Carson & Scott

DELAWARE STATE SENATE
146th GENERAL ASSEMBLY

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 7

URGING ALL DELAWAREANS TO HONOR THE MEMORY AND MOMENTIOUS ACHIEVEMENTS OF MAJOR
ALLEN MCLANE, AN OFTEN OVERLOOKED DELAWARE REVOLUTIONARY WAR HERO, WITH AN
APPROPRIATE MEMORIAL.
WHEREAS, Allen McLane of the northern Kent County village of Duck Creek Crossroads, now known as
Smyrna, was one of Delaware’s most significant heroes of the American Revolution, whose contributions were summarized
by Christopher Ward in his 1941 work, The Delaware Continentals, 1776—1783, in this way: “There was no more active,
brave, and in every sense distinguished Delaware soldier iﬁ the Revolution than Captain Allen McLane... His was a dashing
career of personal adventure. He served Washington in many ways, and his courage, intelligence and adroitness saved
more than one situation of peril for some part of the American forces”; and
WHEREAS, McLane, born to Scottish immigrants in Philadelphia in 1746, was the son of a successful maker of
leather garments who was able to offer his son some of the comforts of wealth, including two years of European travel as a
young man; and
WHEREAS, upon his return to America, McLane settled in the village of Duck Creek Crossroads as the patriotic
cause gradually increased in fervor in the years leading up to the outbreak of the American Revolution, and the young man
found himself increasingly stirred by the fiery rhetoric of patriotic leaders like Virginia’s Patrick Henry and the actions of
New England Minutemen against British Regulars at Lexington and Concord; and
WHEREAS, McLane volunteered for military service in Virginia in the earliest days of the struggle, and, after
securing a commission in 1775 as a lieutenant in a Kent County Militia regiment under General Caesar Rodney, he
transferred to the Continental Army under General George Washington near New York City in 1776; and
WHEREAS, soon thereafter, he distinguished himself at the Battle of Long Island, and then at the battles of White
Plains, Trenton and Princeton; and
WHEREAS, as a result of his performance in those battles, according to Christopher Ward [Delaware
Continentals, p. 527], McLane “by his good conduct and exemplary gallantry, so particularly attracted the attention of

General Washington as to be immediately appointed to a Captaincy in a Continental Regiment. Sent to Delaware to recruit,
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he speedily rejoined the army with ninety-four men, raised at his own expense, every shilling of the bounty money being
drawn from his pocket;” and

WHEREAS, throughout the remainder of the war, McLane repeatedly distinguished himself with meritorious
service and a wide variety of situations, from conventional battles to what would today be considered special operations and
even, in one instance, diplomatic service of crucial importance, when he was sent by Washington as a special envoy to
French Admiral, Count de Grasse at J amaicg, urging him to send the French fleet post haste to the lower Chesapeake Bay to
support the American siege of the British army under General Cornwallis at Yorktown; and

WHEREAS, the success of that mission was directly related to the American victory in the Battle of Yorktown and
the ultimate American victory in the Revolutionary war; and

WHEREAS, General Washington wrote of McLane in a Certificate of Service presented to him by the general in
November, 1783, that “From the certificate, which Major McLane is possessed of, it appears that he was early active in the
cause of his country, and from the time of his joining the Coﬁtinental army, I can testify, that he distinguished himself
highly, as a brave and enterprising officer...;” and

WHEREAS, following the war, in 1797, McLane was appointed by his former commander, now President George
Washington, to the lucrative post of Customs Collector of the Port of Wilmington; and

WHEREAS, in the years before his passing in 1829, McLane remained very involved in the political life of the
new nation, including becoming an outspoken opponent of slavery in Delaware; and

WHEREAS, McLane’s son, Louis, also distinguished himself in service to his state and his nation, serving as a
five-term Delaware Congressman, U.S. Senator and Secretary of the Treasury and Secretary of State under President
Andrew Jackson, Minister Plenipotentiary to the United Kingdom, and President of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad,

NOW, THEREFORE:

BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 146th General Assembly of the State of
Delaware, with the approval of the governor, that we do hereby urge all Delawareans in general, and the citizens of Smyrna
and Kent County, where McLane made his home, in particular, to honor the life and accomplishments of this great, but
under-appreciated, Delaware hero of the American Revolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the citizens of the First State and of the said town and county are hereby
requested to consider appropriate means of honoring Major Allen McLane in a lasting way, which will serve to inform
future generations of his great contributions to the creation of the Delaware State and the United States of America, and that
their thoughts and suggestions be directed to the Delaware General Assembly and to the Smyrna Town Council and the

Kent County Levy Court for their consideration.
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SYNOPSIS

This Senate Joint Resolution honors the memory and accomplishments of Major Allen McLane of Smyrna, a
great hero of the American Revolution. It urges the citizens of the state in general and those of Smyrna and Kent County
in particular to consider appropriate means of honoring McLane’s memory in a lasting way and to share their thoughts and
ideas with the Delaware General Assembly, the Smyrna Town Council and the Kent County Levy Court.

Author: Senator Bushweller
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ALLEN MCLANE, 1746-1829

The eyes and ears of General Washington, daring spy, intrepid fighter, passionate patriot of Duck Creek,
courageous leader, and unknown hero of the Revolution. These are some names by which Allen McLane
has been known.

This son of Scottish immigrants to Pennsylvania was born in Philadelphia in 1746. His father was a
successful maker of leather breeches and was able to offer Allen some of the comforts of wealth. After
travelling in Europe for two years, he moved to Duck Creek Crossroads (Smyrna.) Influenced by the fiery
speeches of Patrick Henry and the patriotic spirit of the New Englanders at Lexington and Concord, he
was inspired to sign on as a volunteer against the Royal Governor and military leader Lord Dunmore at
Great Bridge Virginia, his first of many battles over the next six years. Some estimates credit him with
participation in as many as 100 battles and skirmishes.

After signing up as a lieutenant with the Delaware Regiment under Caesar Rodney, he soon joined the
Continental Army under General Washington. The Commander in Chief soon noticed his talent as a
leader and daring fighter and called on him to lead raids against the British. He was called on to be a spy
for Washington and is recognized on a C.I.A. website as an early effective user of disguise. Through his
spying efforts, in 1778 he prevented the British from surprising Washington and the Marquis de
Lafayette on two separate occasions outside Philadelphia and possibly ending the war right there.

He often escaped capture from British ambushes with his daring actions and quick decisions in the face of
danger. The artist James Peale in 1803 painted the scene of McLane fighting off three British Dragoons in
an attempt to collect the one thousand pound price that General Howe had placed on his head.

The absolute most important assignment that McLane received from General Washington was to sail to
the West Indies in July 1781 to meet with the French Admiral, the Count de Grasse. Washington was
fearful that the British fleet would come to the Chesapeake with their naval strength and neutralize the
siege that the Continental Army was carrying out against General Cornwallis at Yorktown. Because of
Major McLane’s convincing presentation, the French Admiral determined to immediately sail to the aid
of Washington and his fellow countryman the Marquis. His decision was critical to the successful defeat
of the British at Yorktown. With the British fleet arriving from Rhode Island a week late after Cornwallis’
surrender, who can say how the war might have ended, had it not been for Allen McLane’s successful
mission to the West Indies.

As with many other heroes of the Revolution, Allen McLane has received little recognition and acclaim
from all of the patriotic contributions that he made to our new nation. President Washington did
appoint him to a very lucrative position of Collector of the Port of Wilmington in 1797, a position that
allowed McLane to become a wealthy man. His son Louis McLane became a very prominent figure in
Delaware and national politics as six-time Congressman, U. S. Senator and Secretary of Treasury and
Secretary of State under Andrew Jackson.

McLane died in 1829 and is buried at the Asbury UM cemetery at 2™ and Walnut streets in Wilmington.

Prepared by Tom Welch
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