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■ Jviempers ~d guests participated in the dedication of Breck- I 
nock Marker, Camden. Dignitaries present for the dedication 

, ; were Russell McCabe, adminlslrator of Delaware Historical 
~ Markers. Rep. Gerald Buckworth from Legislative-Hall: Hany 

Vansant, director of Ke.lit Cpunty Parks and Recreations; and 
the Rev. Allen Clark of Millville. 

In 1680, Alexanderllumphreys received a warrant from the 
·cotQ1cy courtfor gOO fJ.Cres ofland w~lch he called Brecknock. A 
milling operation was established there in the 1740s. It was 

\ Known as Howell's Mill. Brecknock was listed In the National 
~ Register of Htstorl.c Places In i 974. In 1993, a portion of the 
: .original tract was bequeathed to Ken:t County by Elizabeth 
! _l!_owell Goggin f~r_:_e:reatlonal use. 



Hrs. Henry a. Goggin 
P.O. Box 711 
Dover, DE 

Phonat 697;7756 
~-~ 

\.~recknock 

Looation ot houses First property south of Rodney Village on same 

side of itoute 13. 

Historic names, Breck Knock - as she calls it Clayton's New Mill 
In will - My Mansion and Plantation 
1783 - Howell's Mill 

Part of it built before 1700. 
History of the house was submitted to thQ Museum by Mr. McClearnen. 

Brick and frame. First brick section was a half A with loft. Second 

section - 2 story half A house. As far ~s she knowE there are no others 

remaining in the county. 

Has been added to twice. Last section being prtor to 1761. Later addition 

made by her father about 90 years ago. 

She has spoken to Clayton Hoff about it. 

---------------------------------~-------------------------~------~----------
B~CKNOCK 

This dignified twelve.room house with a plain exterior ia located 

about Ii., mil-e north of Camden on the west side of u. S. Route 13 and Old 

Camden Road (Route 13A), it is situated at the end of a lane about 600' 

from the h:J.ghway and on high g:r()und. 
··~ 

The millpond was north and west of the house. .The mill site, 

ab.out 200' to the east on Isaac's Branch. This branch protects the 

property from a housing}evelopment (Rodney Village) on t he northeast, 

and provides a thick fr,inge of trees and swamp. The ~coded area 

continuee around the curv,ing border to the development on the south. 

The uea of woodl•nd and clecu:ed land is about 50 acres, with 

the pond area about 60 acres. The pond has been dry since about 1926 

except fbr the stream that runs through it from Wy0111ing Mill to Moore's 

Lake on the eaat. aide of Highway 13. 

Major changes have been the abandonment of the original mill house, 

and. the only enttance due to highway construction, until the opening ot 

the QUrrent lane possibly about 1837. Farm buildings formerly between 

the house and the highway in 1812, are now south west of the house. 

Tte~• that fc:>,rme:rly surrounded the house have been lost through ago and 

stortn dama.ge. 

· · · · .. The :-mill waa torn down af)o'4t 1944;., Only the foundation remains. 

A granary ot' 'uncertain age and a aix room tenant house are ai tuated 

along th& edge of the Branch between the mill site and the highway. 
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The house was oonetructod in 4 sections, 2 brick at the now rear 

and 2 frame in front, the la•t in thu lBBO'a or 90~1. 

--~---.------------------------------------·-------------------------------·-----
ORIGINAL HOUSE 

Tho 4•to ot thi• part caru,ot be documented 1~0nc1uaively. Circum­

sta~cea •uggeat that it wa1 built prior to 1700, 

~h& led waa granted 1n lt>60, It ~t\a.n~o~ ti«nd• tn J.60}/l anij 

again in 168$. 1hh owner styled himself as a "Wuiver" giving a ho\.;se 

addreaa in Englan~. In 1684 he had already bought 1200 acres on Tidbury 

B~a.noh "near l)c)ve~" making a bargain to resell this in a year (B,34). Fo~ 

srec1tnoc~ he pa1<1 I. wt\ito aen-«n~ on4 1 "'bJ.te .l-e.rvan~ •.t'II! 4000 lba of 

t::c.baooo .ln cad•, ab~0•.11tHY.tO ~At h& WH engl\gt,d in t.ra.d.e., On the a«mo 

day l.\6 PUX:Ql:\0.000. ~H.V~, ~t\~ Z y-~oc• h:.~.Ul.n~ ll>Ot> all.Pb.I. )}ob ~~'1t1l)U~fi 

to buy land in thia area all contigioua, Smyrna, Sauoway (Geneva) Shoemaker 

Hall. For a 111hort time he also owned Dundee on the w-est. The above 1a 

cited ae evidence that he was not a coinmon •~ilor, di.ctionary definition 

to the contrary. That he intendiad to develop the limd using its products 

in conanerce is ···irtdicnted by a d,1J11"hliV'ing,:bffn .. built and a "water mill", 
/ 

probably saw mill, at a house at what ia now Moore's Lake suggests an 

intention of peremauce. Three of these properties were in his estate at 

the time of hie death between 1695 and 1697, although he ulUmatily settled 

eleewhe.re. (Tidewater Maryland, Wilstach page 319). 

The need tor temporary shelter tor himself, a possi~le need tor 

a auperviaor, or perhaps a start for a home for his family, plua the means 

to convey brick to a timber plentiful area argue that he had the original 

houffe conatnieted. 

The house was built crudely and suggests haste. It is a half A, 

the brick laid in common bond and the long walle are not plum.b. It consieted 

on one ro<nn with a loft having a fireplace, with an opening at the end of 

the large fireplace tor acceH to the lott probably by ladder. Knotty oak 

beama were used that have partially given way from strain and were rein­

forced many yeare ago. 

The fireplace with an oven by ite aide occupies moat of one end. 

The arched oven although built•• part of the fireplace wall hRd it• own 

hearth and chimn@ty that was part of the chimney etack. Thia wa.s removed 

when the oven was converted ~o a cupboard.. The original door 114• been 

replaced. Their are indication• of another mnaller oven that was later 

removed to convert the space to other ueee. Neither oven pc,netrated the 

outeide wall.The house also aeeu to have ha4 a dirt floor ae sand waa 

founcl at the ground level in recent renovation, but no bricks. 

From 1697 to l'MO there !1 no known occupant. In 1745/7 the deed 

refe~a to a "residence." All the changes appeu to have occurred with 

tho :lntent of making a home. 

1. Aft enclosed •tairway with beaded panelling and rahed panelled door,, 

wi-th shaped treads on edge■• 
2, A tloor laid on log foun4ation1, under which a fill of about 18" was 

used. • 
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l. Th• fi~•pl:acc h~~th w•• tais-4 to floo,r level. 
4. Th, Vall• w~e p~~s~ere4 - fi~o,pl_ace wnll included 
5. A w~ll wa• c~n~µ,.ac~~ in t~ont ot the fireplace presumably to 

strenthen the w•l-i• - the height tha.t of the floor. 
6. An entran~.o to • ~~tc, c•llu - now the cellar entrance to the 

house. This eupp<,,eit~on i• due to tha tact that eome of the lcnter 
wooden uciada. on bri.ck rii!l_eu were found to be irnbedded in dirt, the brick 

'fa'll l•id over tbelll. No p.la,ter i ,1 found on brick und"r the new 

stairway or on the aic!;,1 of the original wall. Thie leads to the 

belief thkt the walls were not pll,etered prior to l '740. 

In later years a new floor was laid. (A bedpost was found under the floor) and 

beeauee of the difference in the brick a new potato cellU was located in front 

of the wall ret'erxed to above, presumably when th• end addition was make. 

When the first addition was ~de, t·n• roof was raised about 5 feet,( 

The loft wa.e then partitioned b1to 2 rooms. TheH partitions were of board 

laid horbontally on one side and t/Jpright at the end. The batten doors had 

leather hinges. One had a wooden lock, the other a wood slide. The oeiling 

of tJ\& large room wae pl,aste,:ed. ~ closet was constructed next to the fireplace, 

over the origin•l entrance to the loft. The lof-t floor ii original in most 

respects. 

over the plastered room ia ar.iother loft in which a window was installed, but 

no evidence of a floor. Access is by ladder only. 

Dimensions 24'10" x 17'9" 
Loft 6'6" to original rafters 20" at the low Bide 
Two windows and a door on 11.E. 1 door on the south west, a later window by 

this door. Another outside doior on the end•East. 

LOft had 1 window in the plastered room and 1 in the 2nd room on the end wall. 

FIRST ADDITtON 

Thil half A two.story brick addition with loft was joined to the original 

house at rig.ht angles to the south side of the house with the end of the house 

formin~ a continuous wall. It is one etep above the original house. The entrance 

door between the new and old ii about 1 foot from the boxed stairway,. Judging 

from the width of the door•tep, an outiide door 39~" wide because the main 

entey, and t•cei, the woods around the pond. 

Thia addition had a cellar, the entrance to which waa south of this new 

main door. It had tw win.dows, one on the aame wall aa the entrance, the other 

on t~e oppoaite wall. At aoma 6arly time the ceiling was lathed with oak laths 

na~led to the undereide ot the floor (between the beama) by early aott, big 

head~~ nails. Insulation and elemination of dratta 1eeme to have been the 

re•eon. 
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The long room on the first floor was built without a partition of brick 
or lath & ph,eter. The existing partition is of boardi.; that have been lathed 
and plastered. A• the cro,m tno'l.21ding extendc acroas it, supposition is that 

the partition occurred soon after the addition was constructed. Elimination 
of drafts could have bflen the reason. The smlll room may have contained the 
stahway to the second floor as no provbions was mac!e for acceH from the 
original house to additi•Jn until the 20th Century. 

The first floor room baa a c!orner fireplace that is overpanelled. The 
bole0tion moulding around the fireplace is the heaviest in the house. The 
mantel ia original. ~here is also a corner cupboard th~t originally had raised 
panel doors, although at the top there is a recessed panel. The same is true 
of the over mantel pe.nelling. It has a removable moulding sugg~~ting that it 
was intended as a fr1me for a picture. In this room are two windows with dog 
leg trim. 'l'he chai:a:· rail has been reinstalled on the markings left from its 
removal. An outaid·e door, narl'ower than the main door was located between the 
fireplace and corn,ir cupboard on the end wall. This has been closed but the 
evidence is still there. 

Upstairs, th~re wer.e two rooms, one with a corner fireplace, with recessed 
over mantil i,pan.elli.ng.,and a candle cupboard at the left, all a put of the 
fireplace frami-'119. The door11 have raised panels. There were three windows on 
the long side, and one at the end. . , 

Just wher~ and how the etairway w~s located is not known, this awaits the 
removal of the narrow floor,, over laid on the original for a clue. One of the 
two raised panelled doors is thought to hav9 been at the top of the stairway. 

Who built this addition is not known, nor its date. It is of common bond. 

DemenSllons 25 '11" x l4 

SECOND ADDITION 

This was a frame addition, two steps higher than the first, 2 story and 

attic, with a cell«r c0Mectin9 but above the level of the cellar of the first 
addition. The first floor has a hall with a stairway and a large room. 

This large room has a higher ceiling, a corner fireplace with over mantel 
panellin•g, a corneir cupboud with butterfly shelves and plastered top. It had 

l:'d,eed panelled. d.oors like the panelling over and around the fireplace that 
includes a candle cupboard. There iu a ohair rail moat ot which is original and 
a crown moulding. There are two windows front and one at the side between the 
corner cupboard and the tireplace. The original floorboard■ are wide. The wood­

work ar-ound th• windows ia of a l~ter period, probably about 1837/8 when extensive 
i'tpair11 were m•de auch as were wlndowl, siding etc. The hall apparently was 
an ext•1nlion of the amall room in the lat. addition, and waa prob4bly the back 
of the house when constructed. Recent repair■ to the front door indicated that 
it wa• not originally freed tor a door. The existing door ls of a later date, 
and corresponds in design to the replacement of the entry door of the 1st. 
addition. 
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The stairway is closed string with square posts and caps. Balusters 

cut in half are nailed to these posts. The steps above the landing are 

wider than those from the 1st. floor. Under the 2nd flight originally their 

was a softfit. The panelling under the stairway is deeper than the rest. 

A cupboard with a four panel door (rais~d) is incorporated in the structure. 

The stair rail is made from a 4"X 4" single piece of heart of pine. The 

side next to the steps is smooth. The opposite side has a beading under which 

is a moulding like that of the chair rail of the lat1e room. As there is 

no evidence of having been nailed on, it appears that the moulding is a part of 

the rail. A narrow moulding above the balusters, nailed on was used as a finish. 

The balus~ers are urn shaped with square ends. All the visible beams are 

sheathed with beaded boards. To provide for head room on the stairway and a 

support for one of the upstair rooms, one beam ends over the banister of the 

lower flight and t~ree connects to the end wall at a higher level. 

Upstairs are two bedrooms. one larger with a corner fireplace with panelling. 

Incorporated in it, is a cupboard with a two panelled door. The front beam 

supporting the attic, and the beam next to the brick 1st. addition are exposed, 

but covered with beaded boards. One upright at the corner of the brick addition is 

ulso exposed and covered. This room hao two windows, The other bedroom, on the 

front of the house has two windows. One upright has been covered and the supporting 

beam also in the same manner. A small hall is at the top of the 2nd flight from 

which there is entry to both rooms through 1·aised and panelled doors. The 1st. 

and 2nd additions is at one side. This is wide and has never had any doors. 

Entrance to the attic was gained by narrow steep steps in the upper hall. These 

were removed in 1900. 1111 the woodwork in this addition is alike in design, 

One architect, experie11ced with Colonial architecture has suggested that the 

panelling surrounding the downstairs fireplace that the panels may be of cedar. 

The framing of the corner cupboard is of~ species of pine no longer growing here 

anJ resembles southern pine. 

In order to build this addition the roof of tho 1st. addition was raised. 

The peak of the high, steep roof is on the frame addition. 

As stated in th~ historical aspects, both Jame~ Clayton and Thomas Hanson 

were suffi.ciently affluent to have built this l'!dd.ition. However, the growing 

size of the Clayton family argues that it would have b~en needed and that this 

addition was made between 1750 and 1761. The purchase pri.ce of the house,mill 

and land was 1000 where the partnership was dissolved between Hanson and Gregg, 

the latter received 650.26'5" X 18'8" (dimensions). 

THE MILL 

The mill was built on the south aide of Isaacs Branch. Two streams were 

ruraning through the Branch. The northerly stream was damed and headgates 

installed. The southerly stream was directed into a mill race. To do this a 

great deal of fill was needed. This was taken from the land grantee for a 

mill on the north west side of the headgate end, also on the south side of the 

stre.am that entered the mill race. 
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The mill was Un my 11\emoty & rephotograph) three .,tory frame with brick 

basement. How it was originally powered."',wershot or undershot is not known. 

A turhine wheel aeeme to have been instdled in the 1860's. In later years 

(my meJAor:y) the concrete atrueture at f'.he baok of the toundntion waa con­

structed to house another but ditfe~ent undttrwater wheel. A steam engine 

was located at ground lavel on the west side, to powar the rnill in times of 

drought - eometillle after 1880's. Extra grain bins were constructed on this 

sid.e after 1912. 

The basement was filled with wheels and belts, corn meal was bag9ed here. 

Being lower than the first floor, typographical speakLng, n1ill wagons were 

loaded here, and, from a first floor door above by m~ans of a shute, i.e. a 

board. 

The first floor contained an office to the left of thcl entry and a circular 

stairway ~o the upper floors. Here grain was received and hoisted by a rope 

with a chain at the bottom used to WX"ap the neck of the sac~k in the farmers 

conveyance. To lift the grain one pulled a rope on the rii1ht inside of the 

doorway. On this floor the flour rolls and bolting machin1, and packer were 

located. Flour was bag93d in dif.ferent sized bags and weighted alongside the 

packer. 

At the back, and about two steps lower, two· /mills with grindstones were 

positioned. 'l'hase in my memo1:y, were u1ted to grind corn meal or cracked corn 

one for white corn, the other was used for yellow corn. There was a direct 

connection between these mills and the basement where the 1::orn products were 

bagged as the gra.in was bagged. (These products were storiad at basement level) • 

Each corn mill had a hopper filled as needed by pipes from overhead bins. The 

atones were enclosed. 

On the othel' floo1·s were various types of equiprnenc such aA corn shellers, 

grain cleaners etc. and grain storage. 

My $Uppodtion is that the above mentioned corn mills were the original 

grist mill until new methods were invented !or producing white floux. The by 

products ot the later equipme1it were middlings and bran used in feeding livestuck. 

Some whole wheat flour was produoed for our family. I do not recall having seen 

bags tor sale so labelled. Howeu•s Best was the brand sold to s~ores. 

F~rmere brought their own gnin, had it ground or pro"essed espeo·ially tor 

themselves or took already processed grain products in exchange. The exchange 

was baaed on wight ot the grain, the proportionc I do· not know. Farmers also 

eold grain directly to the mill tor cash. 

What changes wer~ 1n4de in thft mill ft\~m time o! const1ruction in 1746/7 to 

1750, are not known. Family records disolo~e only a ditteY.ence in powering. 

Other concerns noted were repairs or reconstz-uotion of the headgates, repairs 

tc> the "MillhOuie 11 at various times. Samuel Howell had th•• use of the mill 

during his lifetime under the will of ThoMs Han$on (1783-1806) Tholl'IAs Hanson 

J,Jowell being- a minor (born 1790) the orphans Cour~ was pet.tUoned to appoint a 

gua~dian and to have a committee view hie property, or what was thought would 

be hb share at that time. Included wae the mill, s.aid to be in disrepdr. 

Tha coutt ordered repair•, and then in 1838 or therem.'-loute con.11iderable re.pairs 

to the mill and house were undertak~n by 'l'homas Hanson HC>W4111. 'l'o do so he 

creat•d considerable debt to the consternation of Samuel H◄)wbold his brother­

in-law and erstwhile guardian. 
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It was about this ,yoot that he gav$ E:teltid Jenk-in.e notice to move, Jenkins 

presumably· ·wa,; ten~nting tho mt:U u we11 •• the hou~rn. Mrs, Jenkins was halt 

sister to Tho1'\U; a daqghter .of Sam\lel attd his sedond wife £liZAbath Mittlin, 
halt stat.er ot Daniel and up¢1e to Thomas by marriage to bcborah Howell, sister 

of Samuel. 

Records indidate Thomas ¢perat,id the mlll most of the dmo until about 

1866- when the tamily moved to Camdet, ao the childr~n could attend the Friends 
School at the Mf)ettng Hc;;uee, In bei~ween th~re axe e·vidences th4t it was 

oeeadon~lly tented. At best one later mill.er (Wymning) served a sort ot 
apprenticeship with Thomas. 

'l'HE MILL P'lliE_ 

The pond is known to have been flooded in 17!,2, when James Clayton purchased 

adjoining land on the south from Jc,hn Bowers. 

Jamea Clayton deeded Gregg & Hanson ''houses, buildJ.ngs, millponds, dams ete." 

Thomas Hanson Howell wae allotted ·1:his property ·by the court of Common Pleas in 

May 1812. His will spediffoally mentions "my mill pond" as one of the pieces 

of property to be kept for his children. 

In the 1850' a 11nd recorded ir,, 1865, the nortJ1 boundary of the Howell prope:t't~f 

was settled by agreement between ?.'hos. Howell anc'l Hunn ,J'enkiM to be the edge of 

the mill pond. This bounda.ry was also ucognizefl by the orphans Court in the 

distribution of the McClyment property that prec:f~ded its sale to Jabe.t Jenkins 

and his subsequent devise of this property to Gw:,rge & Hunn Jenkins. 

On the south side VJ.ning heira to Warner Mifflin .and warner Mifflin to 

Thomas EdJ'llond.son each tran1Jferrec'I the saroe arnount of a,:::reage with no reference to 

land under water. The Orphans Cc,urt in 1815 d.lv':lded the eatate of John Edmondson, 

son ot Thomas,, giving the bound,1',:y as Howell' e Millpcmd incJ.uding the stream up 

to where Dundee bordered the S.reckwork Tract • .All de(ld8 to this property along 

th$ pond have measured distances froll'I the cente,~ ot the road to the edge of the 

pc>nd, to another point at 'the ed.ge of tho pond 11nd ba,::k to the road. The one 

exception is the "Widows" woodhrtd that did riot have II border on the rond, but 

the d:•.stance around the edcJe of the pond wu a measur,ed distance. 

Sales made by Thoe. Hltnson Howell(s) stopped at the high water work. 

No evidence has been found that any ot th«, abutting owners objected to the 

flooding ot the po.rid originally though oourt act.ton or other documentation. 

James Clayton on the same day he acknowled,Jed the deed to Gregg , Hanson, 

received a deed tr6m John Clayton, Jr. to land abutting the north side of the 

pond. 

Thomas Hanson Howell(s) deeded all his property to his widow, who in 1949 

deeded this property including the millpc,nd tc, Elizabeth Howell Goggin. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

Architectural 

The original house is a half A brick a type no longec found in Kent County. 

The first addition is also half A but two story. 

The four corner fireplaces built in outside corners as the house was 

developed is unique in this area. 

Most of the woodwork ts original. The panelling in the second addition 

and that of the stairway is matched. The closed string stairway banisteres are 

single pieces of heart of pine with a flat side next to the steps. 

The original house because of its crude com:tructton, i.e. The outer walls out 

of plumb, the poor selection of beams with knots sugge11ts that it was hastily 

constructed for a shelter for the own,u who was an Eng:Lish Mariner. That it is 

brick suggests that the brick may have been imported bf the owner who had the 

means to do so. The location was the center .of three tracts of land he owned 

before his death prio1 to 1697. The land on which the house stands was sold for 

10 indicates that the house had little value in li'4C. It was mentioned as 

a "residence" ; in 1746. The improvements, enclos~d !:·ca:l.rway, floor, wall under 

the floor to strengthen the outer walls and plastered walls would have probably 

been necessary for a home. Toaes the purchaser in 16US gave England as his 

home. He is mentioned in Tidewater, Maryland as living in Maryland. No evidence 

has been found that his family ever lived here. (His widow had to come to Dover 

to bring a deed for Daniel Curtis in 1697, the implicstion being that she had to 

come considerable distance to do so, the deed being witnessed by John & Daniel 

Toaes Jr.) Court Records of Kent Co. P,, 105. 

The purchaser in 1740, John Hill was a millwrigt.t. He obtained the land 

necessary for the building of the mill. This establJshes intent to make a home 

here. Who made the first addition is not documented nor whether he began to 

build a mill. 

In 1746, the land, including the land for a mill was sold to a miller, who 

already had one. As it was within a mile as the cro~• flies, the need for a 

home here is not conclusive, John Clayton, Jr. belonC:·ed to an affluent family. 

He had only one son who did not live to maturity. 

In the deed to his brother, 1750 the mill was labeled "Claytons New Mill." 

James Clayton then had two children and before his dEath five or six, justifying 

the assumption that he constructed the frame additior.. to accommodate the family. 

He also in 1752 purchased additional adjoirling acreacre, probably wooded from 

which materials, •could be obtained. 

His successor Thomas Hanson had only one child end his partner Gregg was 

a bachelor. 
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HISTOll.ICAL 

Breoknock was developed by two membetll of the Clayton family, 1on1 of 

John Clayton. It was the home of Jame, Clayton trom 17S0 to 1760 or 61, •nd 

probably was the, boyhood home ot Governor Joshua Clayton although hbtorian• 
having claimed that he spent hie young life in Maeylan~ whore he wa1 bOrn. 

It is unlikely that he did not join the family here at eometime during the 

period of re&idence. 

James Clayton was also the grandfather of John M. Clayton. His 10n Jame,, 

born to his second wite ehortly before his death in 1761, wu John H, Clayton'• 

father. 

In 1760, Thomas Hemeon and Joshua Gregg gave bond to James Clayton and 

received the deed in February 1761. Gregg (a member of prominent New Castle Co. 
milling family,) sold his interest to hie partner in 17156. The prope1:ty hae 

been continuouely owned by the descendents ot Thomae Hanson since that . time. 

Ct think the county) above is correct, however the agreement with Clayton to 

buy says Chester Co. Pa. 

Thomas Hanson was the youngest son of fimothy Hanson ~ho was 4 Justice of 

the Peace in 1710, 1715, 1717, 1726 and waa active in the Duck Creek Meeting. 

Thomas Hanson served as Just:ice of the Peace 1771-1774. 

~ 

The mill known as Howell ts Mill moat of the time J!rom 1783 to about 1928, ""' 

the second grist lliill on Isaacs Branch. It was built t>etwe,n 1746 and 175]6) 

It was tom down in 1944 by the present owner. Th~ foundation remAina. 1'he 

millpond of approximately 60 acres was sold to Hanson 111nd Gregg along ~ith the 

mill race and dam. It was tirst known aa Thoma• Han10n's Millpond, then 'l'hOM• 

Howell's Pond and finally Howells flJillpond until about 1928 when the headgatH 

went out in a storm and were not replaced, 

3rd. Addition 

Built as a four room apartment tor the mill wagon driver in 1880'• or early 

1890's, this addition 00111pleted the tront of the houoe. It ie uf frA!lWI con• 

a·truction and contains two room• on each of two noon. There b an attic, the 

entrance to which is in one ot the two upper room,, There i• no cellar-only 

crawl space, but ar.:cesa is tram the cellar ot the •eoond addition. 

This became part of the mairi house 1omet:inte after 1912. one room, (that 

adjoins the end of the original house ii now convorted to a kitchen with a doo~ 

to the original hou1e in the exact location of an outd4e door.) 

Dimension. 19' X l 71.i • 
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1680 
1682/3 
1685 
1724 
1740 
1746/7 
1750 
1734 
1752 
1760 
1761 
1766 
1783 
1812 
1836 
1836 
1874 
1907 
1908 
1908 
1942 
1949 

WILL AND DEED REFERENCES TO "BRECKNOCK" 

Gr�t to Humphrey A4 
H.�hI'ey to Mitchell B,63 
Mit:i;:�eil to 'l'o�ea &1,liJt., p.68 
'tOiE!li Administrator to Caldwell H,123 
Caldwell to Hill, Ml,89 
Hill to John M. Clayton Jr. Nl34 
Ch-�on Jr. to Ja,rnes Clayton 048 
Caldwell to aowers L73 
eowers to James Clayton 0,121 
Gregg & Hanson J:>ond to James Clayton U246 

J. Clayton t� Gregg & Hanson Q33 
Gregg to Thomas Hanson Rll4 
T. Hanson, �ill proved June 1783 (Ar�hi�ee)
Connon P�eas, May Term Vol. XJ, 212 
Howell to Atwell KJ,211-12 
Atwell tQ Howell 1C3, 212-14 
Will ot Thomas Hanson Howell (1) Ulp.235 
s.E. Howell to Thomas H. Howell (2) . 1 N9,305
T. H. Howell (2) Trustee to Thomas H. Howell P.9, 240
Nancy E. Howell to Thos. H. Howell (2) N9, 4!56 
Will ot Tho1. H. Howell (2) A3, 278 
Kathryn M. Howell to Elizabeth H. Goggin TlB, 481 

Note there is one other deed Ragains to Goggin in 1951 omitted, 
also Will of Henry R. Goggin who lett everything in Delaware 
outright to Eliz. 

These references are only those to the present land &rda of 
Brecknock. 
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Orphans Court Gl, p 9 

~!O Febru1ry 1808 

To this CQurt was delivered the return of Henry Molleston, Daniel 
Cowgill, and John Lo<:kwood, freeholders ~ppointed to go upon and view 
and VAl\l,e the Annual Rents and profits of the lands and premises of 
'l'ho111as E!an"on Howell a minor son of Samuel Howell deceased on an order 
of Cour1: bear,ing date the 12th of August 1807 (F 1, p 272) who Report as 
f1ollows vii tr First we are shown what is called the Blackswarnp Farm ••• 
Wei are next shown the mansion farm and Mill, we order a new roof on the 
d~,ellin41 house; we find a Brick Smoke house two stables a Carriage house 
and thr,ee Corn houses all in good order. the farm divided three fields 
of about 1'hirty five acres each under hut indifferent fence, one old 
ap,ple Orchard and one young one, no land to clear, we find Gees and 

in.side works of the Grist Mi.11 in good repair, the Mill house we direct 
to be repaired by a new Roo1:, and onEi side and one t,nd weatherboarded, 
the brJ.ck work to be repaired next the water wh,ael, ·we also direct the 
Cor.n K1:.!,.n to have a new Roo·f and floor we also order a. new set of W;~ 
~~ to be settled in the damn of said Mill also, the Safe ~~tes to 
i/./ 1ieptlired, we also direct: the pailiug (?) of the Gard.en and yard of 

the dw19lling house repaired, the farm and Grist mill ,i•alue at Three 
hurtdre,:1 dollars per year. We are next ~ what is called the 
white oak swamp farm ••• 
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Die~:1 0 1, P• 48 

John Clayton (millwright) to James Clayton (miller), both o! Kent cot.tnty 

12 May 1750 I) 150 

All that (his?) Grist Mill Sit~ate in Motherkill hundrt!d ••• and on 

the so\lth side ot Xsaacs Branch cornonly called & knQWn by the Name of 

Cla¥t,ons New Mill, .with all the appurtenances whatsoever thereunto Belonging 

or in any wis.e appurtaining and also those two tracts or Pieces of Land 

sit~te lying & being in the County afsd as followeth, to wit, The one on 

the south Side of Isaa<:hs Branch ••• being put ot a larger Tract of Land 

known by the Name of Break Nock Beginning at th~ Lowermost Corner of that 

part of the afsd Tract called Break Nock, which was formerly convey 1d by 

a certain Andrew Caldwell to a certain John Bowe~s that binds on Isaac's 

Br~nch and Runing thence South East by & with the sd Bower's Line Eighty 

five perches To the Present (upper, in N 1, p. 134) King's Road, thence 

binding with the sd Kings Road North East to the afsd Isaac's Branch eighty 

five perchea Thence up the sd branch an6 binding on the several Water 

co~ses thereof to the plac• of Begining Contai11ing by Estimation forty 

five Acres of Land ••• which afsd Tract or piece of Land includes the hereby 

granted Mill, & was conveyed by a certain John Hill, to the afsd John 

Clayton ••• the other being Part of a Tract of Land lying on the North Side 

ot Isaac's Branch Known by the Name of Smyrna & opposite to the afsd Land 

& M.Ul thereby included, Begining at a Comer marked Ash'Tree standing on 

the North side of the afsd Branch near to the end of the afsd Mill Dam, 

and Runing thence North West twenty perches to a staJ(e, thttnoe South West 

ninet&en perche1 & an half perch to a stake, thence South, South East 

thirteen perches to the afsd Branch, thence down the ad Branch binding 

with its several Water CO\\rse1 to the Place ot Beginning Containing & 

LMd act(?) for two ac~a of Land • . • which ad two acres ot Land wa• laid 

oU to the afo.i:• mentioned John Hill ·, by virtue of an act of AHembly •••• 

for th• uee 1-.\;conven1•n~ of Building a ur11t mill & conveyed by the sd 

John Hill to the af•d John Clayton •••• 
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Deed Ml, pp. 89-90 

Andtew Caldwell to J'ohn Hi 11, both of ~nt county 

18 October l 740 

All that Traot piece paroell of Land being part of a Tract known 

by the Name of Brecknock heretofore in the tenor and posBession of 

John Toas And the further several Conveyances will mo~e at Urge· appear 

in e Deed made by the said Andrew Caldwell to John BOWera for part of 

the atoresd Tract of Land ( L 1, 73-74?). For boundaries of tract now 

sold see O 1, p. 48, first described piece of i~nd only. 

Deed N.l, p. 134 

John kill (wheelwright) to John Clayton, Jr. (miller), both cf xent county 

12 Pebt\.lAry 17~!."(6?) 15 45 

.All those tracts or piece• of J:,and situate lying and bf1ing in l(ent 

Cql,Dlty afore1d first whereot being part ot a Larger '!Tact known by the 

name o;f ·.Btec)qtock Beginning (bounckd•• sam& a1 o 1, p. 4S), the other 

~iAg ,•part ~ta 'tract of Land lying on the North side of lu.ao•e b:anch 

atorejd 'kl\cMi by the n• of Smyrna Beginning at a comer 111arked Ash Tree 

•tan~ing on t~e north .. id.e of the atc>rt1c! &,ranch near Oppodte to the 

pre·sent t>W.elU.ng, House· ot ,the Aid John JJ.t.11 (continue boun~riea aame 
• .I•;.:; 

as 01, p. 4Sl ••• un<!et th• yearly Quit ~nt,now or hert!ialter becom.t.ng 

dqe :f«- the preirutses to . \he .Cfi;lef JAttlr,9l ·~• 1,r~t(?) thertriot •••• 

) 

I . 
i 
i 
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INTRODUCTION 

The .Delaware State Society Colonial 
Dames XVII Century celebrates it?s Tenth 
Anniversary in this year of 1996. Also, 
our State President, Mrs. James Tribbitt, 
has selected BRECKNOCK as her Project. 

One of the stated objects of the 
Society is to aid in the preservation of 
the historic sites of our country. 
Therefore, the Delaware State Society feels 
fitting to joi'n in this celebration by 
marking BRECKNOCK~ 

AGENDA 

10: 00 Dedication 

10:30 Tour of Brecknock-Harry Vansant 

12:00 Fall Meeting 
Blue Coat Inn 

12:30 Luncheon 
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P~OGRAM 
fiIS'l'O.l:UC.AL .MARKER DEDICATION 

BRECKNOCK 
CAMDEN, DELAWARE 

SEPTEMBER 28, 1996 

INVOCATION 
Rev. Allen Clark 

WELCOME 

., 

Russell McCabe 
Administrator 
Markers 

of Delaware Historical 

RESPONSE ') 

Mrs. James Tribbitt 
President, Delaware State Society 
Colonial Dames XVII C 

INTRODUCTION OF, HONORED GUESTS 
Mrs. James Tribbitt 

UNVEILING OF MARKER 
Russell McCabe 

HISTORICAL ADDRESS 
Harry Vansant 

DEDICATION 
Mrs. James Tribbitt 

SCRIPTURE READING 
Mrs. Harry A. Donovan 
Vice Pres.Del. state society 
Colonial Dames XVII C 

BENEDICTION 
Rev. Allen Clark 
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SPECIAL THANKS 

To Russell McCabe for his expertise 
and assistance in coordinating the 
dedication of BRECKNOCK. 

To Representative Gerald Buckworth 
from Legislativ8 Hall for his 
assistance with helping us to obtain 
this roarker. 

To John Frazer,Office of Controll~r; 
Legislative Hall. 

To Harry VanSant,Kent County Director 
of Parks and Recreation. 

To Rev.Allen Clark for his participation 
with this dedication. 

Program prepared by 
Mrs. Harry A. Donovan 




