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Dover 

Railroad Station: Pennsylvania Station, W. end of Loockerman St., for Delmarva 
Division of Pennsylvania R.R. · , 
Bus Station: 322 W. Loockerman St., for Greyhound, Trailways, Short Line, Red Star. 
Airlines: Scheduled service at Dover _Airforce Base, 3 m. S. of U.S. 113. 

Accommodations: Three Hotels ( one for Negroes); tourist homes; no seasonal rates, 
good motels. 

!1:fcrm.:::ion Service: State Devdopm.,nt Department, Legislative Hall; Highway 
Building . 

. Motion Picture Houses: Two. 
Hunting and Fishing: Areas and facilities within short driving radius. 

Annual Event: "Old Dover Day," first S:iturday in May, when many houses are 
opened to the public for an admission, proceeds used for further beautification of 
the city. 

DOVER (20 alt., 6,500 pop.), capital of Delaware and county seat of 
Kent, borders fil. Jones Creek and Silver Lake at the approximate center of 
the State. It is the market and shipping point for the fruit, vegetables, and 
other products grown in the low, fertile orchard and farm lands that sur
round it. Approached through this .cultivated land, Dover has the aspect 
of a manorial park where houses and other buildings have been set down 
among oaks and elms and flowering trees. The town extends north and 
south between the creek on the east and the railroad on the west. State 
Street and Governor's Avenue, the main north and south arteries, and the 
streets parallel to them are bordered chiefly by residences. They are crossed 
at right angles by other residence streets and by the main exclusively busi
ness thoroughfare, Loockerman Street, near the center of the town. Two 
short blocks south of Loockerman Street, State Street runs into and through 
the Green, an open square, planted in grass under tall elms, and surrounded 
by old houses and public buildings. 

Though US 13 follows Governor's Avenue and US u3 is a bypass east 
of town, State Street remains a popular route. One of the oldest streets, 
the section near the Green, originally part of the King's Htghway, is 
broad, heavily shaded by tall elms and oaks. Here are many of the larger 
homes, outlined against shrubbery and trees affording glimpses into cele
brated back gardens. 

The older industries of Dover lie by the railroad tracks to the west, 



•• 
r . . . . ' 

f - • I • I • J· 
·I ., .. 

COURTHOUSE, DOVER 



178 CITIES AND TOWNS 

with the exception of the nationally-known Richardson and Robbins Plant 
in the center of town. Several newer plants are in the east-central section. 
Dover industries include canning and the manufacture of silk hosiery, 
mattresses, baskets, auto bodies, cheese, plumbing supplies, and rubber 
products. 

The biennial convening of the General Assembly, when its fifty-two 
members converge from all parts of the State, scarcely disturbs the flow 
of Dover life, except for the dignified bustle that pervades the streets 
and the mall adjoining the State buildings. 

A lively scene is usually presented by Loockerman and other streets of 
the business district, lined with stores, banks, and markets. Here, Dover 
residents and crowds of people from the countryside throng tl1e streets, 
especially on Friday nights. Occasionally one sees a Mennonite from the 
colony near Dover, in his severe black garb, his stiff-rimmed black hat, 
and his long beard; or a group of "yellow people," the so-called Moors of 
Cheswold who are related to the Moors of Indian River in Sussex Cou:ity 
( see Tour 15). In the total of 6,322 inhabitants ( 1950 census), there were 
only 131 of foreign parentage. 

The Negroes;,nunbering 1,643, or over 26 percent of the population, 
are with few exceptions natives of Delaware, mostly descendants of -Dela
ware slaves. A few are in the professional class, but most are laborers, 
porters, and domestics. Those who can afford it reside on N. Queen Street; 
the remainder live in small frame houses of two and four rooms in the 
city's outskirts. 

When the territory about Dover became a county separate from the 
Whorekill (Sussex) in 1680, with the name of St. Jones County (now 
Kent), the site of the town was a part of an estate of 800 acres, called 
"Brothers' Portion," belonging to John and Richard Walker. The Indian 
rights had cost the Walkers three match-coats, twelve bottles of drink, and 
four handfuls of powder. John Walker had been one of the petitioners 
for a separate court district or county, and was one of the first to receive 
a grant of land from the newly-appointed court at its session, November 
17, 1680. 

William Penn, in 1683, gave orders that a county seat, named Dover, 
be laid out along the King's Road with a broad cross street from the river, 
on which a courthouse and prison were to be erected, and in 1694 repre
sentatives of the county bought from William Southbee, who had bought 
the land from Walker, 200 acres for the town. Meanwhile, the court 
which had at first met at the home of one of the justices, Edward Pack, 
at Town Point near the mouth of St. Jones Creek east of the site of Dover 
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(see Tour 2A}, was being held at James Maxwell's tavern on land adjoin
ing the site for the county seat. 

The courthouse and prison were built between 1694 and 1697 on the site 
of the present Kent County Courthouse. Nothing was done about laying 
out the town, however, until 1717, when the Delaware Assembly meeting 
at New Castle appointed three commissioners to lay out the town of 
Dover, the work to be finished on or before March IO, 1718. The com
missioners so arranged the street from the creek running at right angles 
across the King's Highway that the courthouse stood in the spot appointed 
by Penn in the original plan, in the northwest corner of a courthouse square 
extending south and east. 

For the town plot only about 125 of the 200 acres were used. Sixty-nine 
of the remaining 75 acres were bought by John Mifflin, who sold th,-.ei;tm,.._.t,..,o--
Nicholas Ridgely in 1748. This land is still owned by his descendants, and 
is known as "The Ridgely Farm." 

The courthouse lot, including the courthouse and jail, was sold in 1722 
to John Lindsay. A tavern, the King George, later occupied the site. A 
new courthouse was built on the site of the present State House probably 
about the time of the sale. 

From its laying out in 1717 to the Revolution, Dover grew slowly. A 
schoolhouse known as the Academy was built on the present Governor's 
Avenue, south of Bank Alley, soon after the middle of the eighteenth cen
tury. As early as 1708, a wooden church existed near Dover in charge of 
a missionary of the English Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and 
soon afterwards a Presbyterian clergyman was in residence. A Quaker 
meeting was organized later. 

In 1738, Samuel Dickinson, father of John Dickinson, Signer of the Con
stitution and closely identified with the progress of Dover, became one of 
the magistrates of the Kent County court, later bought a town site, and 
lived but a few miles away (see Tour 2A). On another large estate nearby, 
lived Caesar Rodney~ who as a member from Delaware in the Conti.[le11tal 
Congress of 1776 was to save Delaware's vote for Independence. In June 
11-7.6.Jl_odney, who was Brigadier-General of Kent County militia as well 
as member ·of Congress, came home from the Congress at Philadelphia to 
help deal with a threatened Tory uprising. For the final vote on Inde
pendence, Rodney's vote was needed to break the tie between Thomas 
McKean "for" and George Read "opposed," so a messenger was dis
patched to notify Rodney to return to Philadelphia. He was found at his 
farm, and rode the 86 miles back to Philadelphia without stop, except for 
change of horses. Upon news of the signing of the Declaration of Incle-
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pendence, patriots took the portrait of King George III from the walls of 
the Courthouse and burned it at a celebration on the Green. 

At this period Louis Philippe, Comte de Segur, kinsman of Lafayette, 

having come with the French squadron to Delaware Bay, made his over

land way to the north. In his Memoirs and Recollectiom, he writes under 

the date of September II-12, 1778 : 

I set out early in the morning for Philadelphia, and I could therefore only see 

Dover in passing. It was the first American town to which fortune had conducted 

me. Its appearance struck me; it was surrounded with thick woods because there, 

as in other parts of the thirteen States, the population was still scattered over an 

immense territory, a small portion of which was cultivated. 

Ail the houses in Dover offered a simple but elegant appearance. They were 

built of wood and painted with different colors. This variety in their aspect, the 

neatness· which distinguished them, the bright and polished knockers of the doors, 

seemed all to announce the order and activity, the intelligence and prosperity of the 

inhabitants. 

Dover became the capital of the State on May 12, 1777, the seat of 

government being transferred from New Castle. Legislative sessions were 

held in the Kent County Courthouse, which between 1772 and i776 had 

been enlarged and rebuilt at a cost of £800 or more. 

At Dover on December 7, 1787, a convention of thirty delegates ratified 

the United States Constitution adopted in Philadelphia on September 17. 

This unanimous action brought Delaware the honor of being the first 

State in the Union. 
Little change came in the picture of Dover during the first quarter, of 

the nineteenth century, except that more houses, chiefly of brick, were 

built at a distance from the Green. Fears were expressed for the safety of 

the capital when the British fleet cruised in Delaware Bay during the 

War of 1812, but the conflict came no closer than Lewes. 

KEY TO DOVER MAP 

1. The Green 
2. State House 
3. Legislative Hall 
3a. Hall of Records 
36. Highway Building----
4. Kent County Courthouse 
5. No. 49, The Green 
6. Ridgely House 
7. Parke Building 
8. Loockerman House · 

9. Christ Church 
10. Kent County Jail 
II. Richardson and Robbins Plant 
12. Woodburn 
13. Elizabeth W. Murphey School 
14. Wesley Collegiate Institute 

15-16. Old Presbyterian Church 
now State museum 

17. Post Office Building 
18. City Hall 
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At the approach of the Civil War, Dover was the scene ·of active con
troversy between the majority for the Union and the minority ·whose sym
pathies were with the South. In 1862, Union tr-oops disarmed some young 
Secessionists in the town and for a time kept the leaders under guard in 
the State House. 

In 1873, the Courthouse containi0:g !he legislative hall and offices was 
sold to the State,. and next year a new County Courthouse was erected 
on Penn's original site where the Courthouse of the 169o's and later King 
George Tavern stood. 

Beginning in 1889, Dover was the scene of a hard-fought political battle 
over the attempt of the late John Edward Addicks of Boston and Phila
delphia to win a seat in the United States Senate from Delaware. Until his 
final defeat in 1906, the biennial sessions of the General Assembly degen
erated into sensational deadlocks, with vacancies in the Senate. The cry 
was "Addicks or Nobody" on one side; "Nobody," on the other. 

In the twentieth century, the expansion of Dover has been notable. Popu
lation has doubled since 1920. Industry-----cleveloped, and the business of 
government brought more and more residents to the town and also finer 
public buildings. One of the most important activities of t~e State govern
ment in Dover is the granting of corporation charters and the collection of 
fees and franchise taxes. About one-fifth of all the active United States 
corporations listed in Moody's Manual have been chartered in Dover (see 
Government). 

When the Du Pont Boulevard supplemented the Delaware Railroad, 
the capital came within an hour of Wilmington. To celebrate the comple
tion of this modern highway, an important ceremony took place on the 
Green in 1924. Coleman du Pont presented the state-long road to the 
State, handing over the deed to the Governo~f Delaware in silver 
with the highway traced in gold was presented by citizens to Mr. du Pont. 

In 1929, Dover adopted a modified form of city-manager government 
under a charter changing the corporate name from "The Town of Dover" 
to "The City of Dover." The mayor and council serve without salary. One 
mayor served fifteen successive terms and the town actually had only 
three mayors in 2r years. The city-owned electric generating plant is next 
to the largest on the Delmarva Peninsula, and, together with the efficient 
municipal government, has been a factor in the establishment of the pres
ent low city tax rate. The water supply and distribution system is also 
publicly owned, and in the summer of 1936, an incinerator and sewage 
disposal plant, sufficient to meet the needs of a population of 7,000, was 
completed. 
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Serving the needs of Dover and intended as an emergency hospital for 

middle Delaware, the Kent County General Hospital, west side of South 

State Street, near the city line, is thoroughly modern and well equipped 

and staffed. It was opened in October 1927, after a spirited campaign in 

which nearly everyone in Kent County participated, and represents an 

investment, including equipment, in 1953 of $771,700. Its medical staff 

includes all the physicians of the vicinity, and its capacity is about 96 beds. 

A property adjoining is used as a nurses' home. Support for this hospital 

comes in part from the General Assembly and the Kent County Levr 

Court, and in part from gifts and payment of fees by patients. 

A 35-acre park on both sides of the St. jones River from the mill darn 

to the wharf near the Legislative Hall was originally laid o~t and con

structed by the Works Progress Administration. Adjacent is the new sec

tion laid out oy the city-·for the new public buildings, of which the Post 

Office, Legislative Hall, Hall of Records, and Highway Building are a part. 

The St. Jones River has been widened to form a beautiful lake. 

Among other parks in Dover at the present time is Richardson Park in 

the northwestern section of the city. This recreation ground, while pri

vately maintained by the Richardson family, is open to the general pub-
I 

lie. Silver Lake at the north end of State Street is popular for fishing, 

boating, and outboard motor races held in the summer, and ice skating 

during the rare freezing weather. · 

POINTS OF INTEREST 

1. THE GREEN, junction of State St. and Bank Lane, Dover's tree

shaded public square, is surrounded by office buildings, law and corpora

tion offices, and private residences. Laid out in 1717 in accordance with 

William Penn's 1683 order, in the Green were held early fairs and mar

kets including slave markets. Here during the Revolution, the First Deb

ware Regiment was mustered and marched to join Washington's army. 

Because much of the history of the State hat cen!ered about this quiet spo~. 

fact and legend have peopled it with notables for 2 50 years. - - - - -

Here took place, in 1745, the laying of the restless ghost of Chief Jus

tice Samuel Chew by a public ceremony. Chew, born in 1693, was ap

painted Chief Justice of the Three Lower Counties in 1741, and retained 

that office until his death in 1744. Late one night a rustic on his war 

home over the Green was astonished to see a shadowy figure under a pop

lar tree. Upon drawing nearer, he recognized it as the late Chief Justice, 

standing in his favorite attitude, head bowed in deep meditation. By 
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(ordered laid out in 1683) 

DOVER GREEN, laid out by order ot William Penn in 171? at which 

time Dover contained about 300 souls. Here old markets end :faire were 

held; here the Deolaration or Independence was reed to the assembled 

towns-people, who burned King George in et1'1gy. Here the first 

Delaware regiment was mustered in the Revolution. 

STATE HOUSE. East aide or The Green, oldest State House in the United 

states still in use.. Built in 1722 tor the Court House or Kent county. 

It also housed the Assemblies at Dover until 1775. It became the State 

House of Delaware in 1777 when Dover was made the capital and was remodel

ed 1'188-~l. In this building the Federal Conat1tut1on was ratified by 

the State or Delaware, December 7, 1787 . Delaware was the first state 

to ratify. 

COURT HOUSE. south aide or the Green, on the site of the old court House 

bu11 t in 1699. In 1722 converted into the famous Inn, the King George 

Tavern. On the outbreak or the Revolution this Ina ohanged its name to 

the George Tavern. Here,. Thomas McKean•s mounted messenger delivered to 

Caesar Rodney the letter recalling him so urgently to the continental 

congress and here, after en hours rest, he took horse and continued his 

memorable ride to Philadelphia in season to cast his vote tor Independence. 

on the north side or the Green stood the French Bettell Tavern, where the 

Capitol Hotel now stands . Here the Assembly held a banquet in honor ot 

the birth ot the Dauphin of France in 1782. On the north west side ot 

the Green stood the Harris Tavern on site or the present Martin House. 

It was later called Steamboat Hotel. 

Where the library wing or the State House now stands Wlis the tine 

• 



1 014 J111Deion built 1n 1?50 e.n4 aoon atier. the ho ot arunuel ohe .. 
! , • 

Later _J'udge .ra.. S7ke•• a J19aber or the tll"et- Oonsre•••''°,i;-ea14e4 here. 
if 

-'- 1~ ~8i24 , J'oha II• Clayton beoaae the n.e:r encl reaided here uat11 1842. 
/ -

e house bad a ramous garden. ruibleaaly daatroyed atier it beoaae the 

propertJ •~ '11• State. 

RIDGELY nousi. On the northe st a14e of the Green. The oi4e•t house 

on ,he Green and the oal.7 one which has preaened 1 ta original to:rm. · 

Bu1l't iii 1788 and a1noe 1.760., oU"O• ·• NaS.clence of the R14sely 1'udly. 

Dr. Char;lea Ridgely, meabe:r ot the Colonial Aa .. mbly • and ot the 

ConventloD Wh1oh framed ,th•, Co•,1tut1on l1ve4 h re 1n ReTolu,1ona17 

4•Y• an.4 w a aucoeeded by u. s. S.nator H•D1'7 11. Ridgely, Present 

oocupanl ia Henry Ridgely.. gea►gren4aon ot Charles . The ott1oe wae 

ocu1ttpted bJ the Ri dgel7a , except tor a ehort per104 when .Toha M. Olllytoa 

resided here• and to't': -tO year• •tter the 4ea,h ot Helll"J II• R14gely 1 

oooupie4 by Ch1et J'WJtloe Coaega. 

Northwest oorner ot the Green., neu Harris ; Te."t' r n• aa the ho o~ 

J'ohn V1111n&• oalle4 the Pet:rtolc HeD.r7 of Del.a are. also ot ry V1n1ag. 

,the Revolui1ottary b~auty. A4Jo1n1ag the V1n1Jtg haae on the est ••• the 

re•14enoe of ciian.oellor Ullaa klllen.· 

ea, e14e ot Gnen. north ot Ballk Lane, "bree:•ato-r, briok miana1oa. F1ral 

4ee4 lfat. Be'I een l744-l81S. owne4 auoaea,1•ttly by J'obn Banlll1111, ceesa:r 

Bo4ney 1 :or. J811ea TUloa an4 t1- C1ay'°ns. Present owner, JO.-a. S.aie.h 

Wetaoa·. 

south o:r B•Dk Lall•• aa lh• hoae ot B1ohal'4 Baaae,,., Un1ta4 S\atea senator, 

Governor ot Delaware·, eto:. Remodeled tor Fanner• B nk: ln 180?., no an. 

ott1o• lN.114111&• 



• l>u1l'k 1n 1791•1& by John Fisher. ln 1810 Unitecl 

State• D111tr1ot Judge. In 1854 'the house wu partially reoonairuotecl 

by Jo epb P. C gye. "tr. 188? wit11 h1a cJ.•aih 1n lBtS• the rea1deno• 

ot J'oaeph P. oomegya, u. s. sene\Ql' an4 Chief J'uatioe ot Delaw~. ma 

daughter, Miaa Harriett Comegys. who t1 Bagent of tile »i. Vernon S001etJ 

res14ed 1n 'thia house witll lier death. 

KING STR1!.'ET• old. IUngta B1gh ay-. " oodburne•. Pine old. HU11ud. House. 

Built 1790, ou-oa. Reputation tor iw.p1<tal1ty, shoa,s and beaullt'lll.17 

oarv•4 wood work. . V1de "Bn-.Ue4 Bat•" Q. A. Town en4. 

PBESBnERlilf cmmcB. On Jleet1ng House Square, 171-&. Preseat Chui-ob 

ereote4 1n 1791. In\ereaitna ,orab• in Ohurcll 7ar4; Col. 1ohn Haslet, 
d 

an4 o,her Re:Yolut1onary lier••• and John Jf.- Cl•ytoa. seoretary ot State. 

ot 'the Ua1 t.ed Statea. 

CHRIST CJIJRJB-:SPISCOPAL. 1'1:rat Chvoh 1,oe. Present Ohuroh beKUll ori 

Churoh Squ re 17 4_. Res,~a,1ona ae.de in 1913-16. Silver Chal1oe and 

Patell ot l.f66. Bible of lf&f. 

Old 1oaba in Obu.rob JaH: 

Capt. illiam Phillip, born 1690, 41e4 1,,a. 
capt., Tho s Benson, born----, di d 1?49. 
Nichol Ri J.y , bo:rn 1694, died 1'116. 
Tho Parke, born 1721, died 1?66. 
Benjamin Vining, bo:rn----, died 1785. 
Caesar Rodney , born 1?28, died 1184+ 

souib State Street a.n4 ChWOll Square owned by Jars. A. L Oull>nlh, 

bu1lt b7 1'1chol.aa toookerman, tor hie aoa V1noent, 1n 1766. contains 

auoll tine i-neling ano. wood oan1Q&. Opposite Loookermall house, amall 

briok 'bu1141na, the reaidenoe in Be'Yoluttonary d•Y•• o't King DOup..ll. 
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Chriat Ohuroh Rectory. west aide of Stale Street belo Chu~h Lan , 

now Waler street. Uae4 •• 4•elling and •bop ahonly attar Be•olutlon. 
' . 

014 Aoadeay,eG•~ •14• ot State S'treelt O"ferloolclng t1elda. During 

Be'YOlution, 'lhe ho ot John Benning •. state Treasurer. 

VIC INI'l'Y OJ DOVER. 

:~.ft~=y 
c:ii~roll Lane• or Water Street, ends ai the gate ot Ed.en Hill J'ara, the 

home P1•oe 9t the l4gel.y family. 'l'he rea1den,ce in l.f«> ot J\ldg lfichol•• 

R14gel.)' and ry Vining, hi.a wire. Birthplace ot Dr. Cbal'-lea R14pl7 and 

the a40)>~e4 hoae ot Ca••• Hoctn,•7• llr .. R14gel:7•a ard. Reaidenoe ot 
/ 

.,,. 

lf1oholaa R14gel.y, Cba:aoaUor ot Dela are, un,11. hia d ath 1n l~. 

Present owner. Henry Ridgely. 

Pl.BASA ON ABBEY..- ·lforlh ot Silver Lake ; on L81p 1o Roa4•- t1ra1 turn to · 

right into Poailnmon •Tre• Lane• a ill11• tur'lher, 10 rear entrano•~ suu, 

Ba o.oncealed Br1iiah aol41era 1n h1a house upon aeverel oooaaions . 

ooatainlJ baa4some paneling. 

OHIPPl!fG NORTON, the Coun\y na\ ot Charles Ilaria, ia opposite Pleasanton 

Abbey .. 

Charlee Maria, aon ot J"ohll, was a lawyer or unuaual ab 111 ty. !'rom 185? 

'to 1841. he waa Delaware'• Secr-eta:ry ot State. 

CHDBOUBG. Three Jlilea east ot DOver on Little or .. tc Road. Deecle4 to 

lohD ar1a 1n 1,16. Inherited by hia grend.aon, John riil._, • 11.•utenanl 
-

1• Col.., Pa1:teraon•a regiment ot Del•• troops, Bevolut1onar1 war. Hoaat ot 

Cornellua P. Comegys, Lieutenan-t Colo•l 1n the war ot 18121 Go.ernOl' or 

Delaw re 1837 io l&U. Present owner Harry McDaniel. 



L 01 FORTUD. one aile north eat ot Ch1pp1ng Nortoa. Brie~ t!-.L 
paneled drew1ng rooa. pre-Be-.ol1&tiona17. Por JB8D1 yeara 1a the-,Niohol.aon 

Preeaa1 owner Zemea B. H\lghea. 

Tak road trOII Pleaunloa AbbeJ eaal to Co~g1ll'a earner. Ancient briok 

ohool house in ootagon nape. Firsi roacl to right Q,ualter Lane to J'r1ende 

Meet1%1& Houa•• w11, 1eoa. Yollow Lane to L1t1il• creek, paaa tara boua, 

pioperQ ot J11ttlin t mtly to1: three s-untiona en4 old Wll•.on 117 

••"• wt- Tery t1ne oedar l.ene. Briok •na1on. Quaint t1ah1ng Tillage 

ot Ll ttle ONek halt a mlle beTQa4. 

IIAPLB WOOD FJJUI. C1ose by Dover waier o~k i Br1ok oo~onial house ot 
I 

quaint ptattern, taoe4 w1 th wood:. :ror lllfUJY generat1one owned .,Y Cowgill 

tuul.7. Pnnnt owner D. lU.ttl.1n Wilson. 

Four ilea hf»'oncl wawr works• liea a group ot 014 tarma w11h briok 

dwell1nga ot oolollial daya, ror more tban • oentury Ute ree1den.ce o't 

membe1"s of tbe Soo1ely ot ~ienda • . nohbly the Cowgill tam1ly; 1010wn •• 

CURRY VALLEY• WILLING BROOK, llac1 the PRICE FARM. 

BAY ROAD. Lea-re Green !forth ot state Hou•; one •11• east road turns 

aou\h. :rour ail.ea beyon4 on right, HoJ.comb term. now owned by Jlr. Charle• 

Poatl•• of Dol'•r• Old boQse, built 1n 17'10-80. Elaborate paneli..ng .• 

One llile b~yoa4 on leti. Wharton tam, onoe own.e4 by Br.inkloe tamily, 

., 
Colorlial mansion. 

'?hree :miles further on .right, old res14enoe ot Samuel D1ok1nson, uin 

bu1l41ng 45 tea,, and with two wings man• a tront ot ebou.t 80 feet. 

Originally cal.led "X1ng ton-u.pon-tnlll"• sieve blU")'ing ground.• where 

400 are aa1d w 'be 1».terrect. Lend wee pe~t ot Logan tract. containing 



--

one lbouaend aorea aa4 nine or ten br1ek d ll1nga. moat ot whioh 

e or aeneroua ai and date baek to e rJ.y 4a7a. The lllOa, notable 

on the tnot la To Point, Oil ihe st. Jones er ek, i'th Y1ew o~ Creek 

n4 BaY• Here the ttr t couro 1n Xe11t cowi,1 ere held. Ia 1688 

•• Darr 11. w • 1n posse•a1.oa -en4 k t noted JNbl1o house an.4 

terry. ft• Jiollft ts approt!ohed lhrou • la long lan• ot MPl••• 

BY.U'IKLDsit Oppo 1te •ntrenoe lo the J>iok1na.on tara, a road t'crks \o 

lfO-rthea '• bear to lett, on llile,- ~o oa Q' Rodney Bou••• B1etleli~ 

lrac't o't n1ne lau4re4 acre • t ·a n up 1a 1MO and 1 h n te b7 

ca ar Ro4ne1 tro hi and ta ther • Wia • This as th hOJIII 1o 

bioh he ntUl"'ne4 ~ tter king 111• t o~ ri e. Long l ow building 

• 1 Ill dollina t 1Jlg 4omar,a •. er-



DOWNTOWN DOVER 

1. BANK OF DELAWARE 
3 The Plaza 
735-2300 
"Full service commercial bank servicing the 
Dover area since 1865" 

2. BARROS, McNAMARA & SCANLON, P.A. 
2 West Loockerman Street & 205 South State Street 
734-8400 
"Professional Legal Services" 

3. CAPITOL CLEANERS & LAUNDERERS 
217 S. New Street, 1221 S. Governors Avenue 
674-0500, 674-5599 
"Serving Delaware for over 60 years" 

4. CAPITOL OFFICE 
116 Loockerman Street 
734-5916 
"Office Products, Furniture, Stationery, Cards & 
Gifts" 

5. CLASS - THE STORE FOR GENTLEMEN 
118 S. Bradford Street 
734-1491 
"Outside ... an 18th century home ... 
Inside ... the atmosphere of enduring taste 
with fine men's clothing" 

6. COMFORT INN 
Rt 13 & Loockerman Street 
674-3300 
"Comfort Inn of Dover - Our name says it all!" 

7. GERALD A. DONOVAN 
439 S. Governors Ave. 
674:2903 
"Professional Land Surveyors & site planners" 

8. DOVER-ARMY NAVY STORE 
222 W. Loockerman Street 
736-1959 
"Delaware's only traditional Army & Navy Store" 

9. DOVER HARDWARE 
128 Loockerman Street 
674-0200 
"You can find everything you need at Dover 
Hardware" 

10. DOVER JEWELRY & BROKER, INC. 
201 W. Loockerman Street 
674-3767 
"We have the corner on jewelry Repair" 

11. DOVER NEWSTAND 
126 Loockerman Street 
734-3747 
"Out of State Newspapers, Paperback Books, 
Magazines and Snack Counter" 

12. DRIFTWOOD SPIRITS 
153 5. Bradford Street 
734-3058 
"Fine Wines & Spirits - Kegs to go!" 

13. EMERSON & CO. REALTORS, COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL DIVISION 
107 South State Street 
734-7411 
"Commercial, Industrial, Agribusiness Sales and 
Appraisals of Real Estate" 

14. FLEISCHER'S BAKERY 
149 S. Governors Ave. 
734-9012 
" Let us do your baking - 30 year tradition in down
town Dover" 

15. FORNEY'S LTD 
106 W. Loockerman Street 
734-3425 
"China-Silver-Crystal-Bridal Registry-Jewelry/ 
Watch Sales & Repair" 

16. FORNEY'S TOO 
9 W. Loockerman Street 
734-2425 
" Charming Gifts, Toys, Decorative Accessories & 
Friendly Service" 

17. GUINN ASSOCIATES, INC. 
32 Loockerman Square, M-103 
734-3322 
"Leasing and Sales Professionals - Authorized 
Xerox Facsimile and Typewriter Dealer" 

18. HI-TEK PHOTO 
28 Loockerman Street 
674-0838 
Fast Photo Processing • Color and BIW" 

19. HOLT DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 
Reed and West Streets 
674-0666 
"Paper & Janitorial Supplies ... Wholesale and 
Retail ... Over 25 Years of Quality Products with 
Free Delivery" 

20. THE INN AT MEETING HOUSE SQUARE 
305 South Governors Avenue 
678-1242 
" Historic 1849 Bed and Breakfast Inn Offering Old 
Style Hospitality and First Class Accommoda
tions" 

21. JACKSON ARCHITECTS 
146 South State Street 
734-7034 
"Architects, Engineers & Planners" 

22. KENNETT SHOES, LTD 
147 5. Governors Ave. 
734-5788 
"When you think of comfort, think of us" 

23. THE KITCHEN CUPBOARD, INC. 
131 Loockerman Street 
674-3433 
"Gourmet Foods, Cheeses, Coffee, Teas, House
wares & Cookbooks " 

24. MELLON BANK (DE) N.A. 
8 West Loockerman Street 
734-0206 
" Banking and Finance '' 

25. MERLE NORMAN COSMETICS 
32 Loockerman Square #109 
736-1961 
"Skin Care, Make-up Lessons by appointment" 

26. MITTEN & WINTERS, CPA'S 
117-119 Loockerman Street 
736-6100 
"Accounting, Tax Preparation and Financial Con
sultation Service" 

27. THE NOBLE GUEST HOUSE 
33 South Bradford Street 
674-4084 
'~ Victorian Bed and Breafkast That Gives You 
More Than Just a Bed and Breakfast" 

28. ON TARGET PUBLIC RELATIONS, LTD. 
405 West Loockermar. Street 
736-6383 
"Full Service Public Relations, Advertising, and 
Graphic Support for Delaware's Small Busi
nesses" 

29. PENNGRAPHICS & POSTSCRIPTS 
14 The Plaza on Loockerman 
734-1757, 734-9898 
"Full Service Graphic Design Agency, Distinctive 
Stationery, Invitations, Cards, Gifts and Calli
graphy" 

30. ROOTS & BRANCHES 
313 5. Governors Ave. 
678-1711 
"Full Service Florist, Fresh Arrangements, Plants 
& Silks - We deliver!" 

31. SANDERS JEWELERS 
109 Loockerman Street 
734-4040 
"We Are More Than Just a Jewelry Store! Sales, 
Service After the Sale, Custom Remount and 
More" 

32. GEORGE M. SCHWARTZ ENTERPRISES 
6 5. State Street 
734-5809 
"Consultant and Development of Real Estate" 

33. SIMON'S BRIDAL SHOPPE 
215 Loockerman Street 
678-8160 
"Semi-formal and Formal Wear - Clothes, shoes, 
jewelry, lingerie and tuxedo rentals" 

34. THE SQUIRREL'S NEST 
136 W. Loockerman Street 
734-1208 
"100% Natural Candy" 

35. TORBERT FUNERAL CHAPEL, INC. 
61 5. Bradford Street 
734-3342 
"Our family serving your family since 1918" 

36. TWICE AS NICE 
31 W. Loockerman Street 
678-1721 
"Children's affordable apparel, Dressy & Casual, 
Husky & Slim" 
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FOREWORD 

This is a booklet of "brass tacks" information 
for busy executives. It is condensed to give only 
the high spots and beauty in and around the City 
of Dover; also, the manufacturing and distribut
ing opportunities which will enable you to visual
ize the actual trade conditions in this rich and 
growing country. Opportunities here for partic
ular types of industry will be outlined in detail 
in an exhaustive survey to executives who make 
inquiry to the Chamber of Commerce. Dover 
invites you to come and see for yourself. You will 
receive a cordial welcome from people, hospitable 
by nature and training. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Dover, the capital of the State of Delaware, is 
a busy legislative and industrial center whose 
hiatory dates back to 1683, when William Penn 
ordered the town laid out. It is located half-way 
between the north and south boundaries of the 
State. In 1699, according to history, permission 
was received from Philadelphia for the formal 
erection of the town to be called Dover . . In that 
year a court house was erected on the ground now 
occupied by the Kent County Court House. In 
1717 the Dover Gr.een was laid out, and which, 
even until today, remains practically unchanged. 
In 1722 the old court house was abandoned and 
converted into the Old King George Tavern, and 

the new court house, located on the site of the 
present court house, was built. Although altera
tions and additions have been made to this old 
l)uilding, it remains practically the same as it was 
more ,than two hundred years ago, and is today 
the oldest state house in the country. Its walls 
are adorned with rare paintings of Delaware's 
famous sons and the principal epochs of Dela

ware's history. 

There are many other olct colonial buildings in 
Dover, in addition to the State House. The Ridgely 
home, built in .1728; the Loockerman House, built 
in 1746; the old home of Caesar Rodney, still in a 
good state of preservation; are all monuments to 

the builders of the· colonial period. 

GOVERNMENT 

Dover operates under a modified City Manager 
form of government. The legislative functions 
are vested in a Mayor and Council, who serve 
without pay, while the administrative details are 
under the direction of a paid City Manager. Under 
this plan, the City is managed efficiently and 
economically without political disturbance. The 
City is in splendid financial condition. Its bonded 
indebtedness carries a low interest charge, and is 
in the form of serial bonds, a portion of which 
has to be paid each year. The tax rate is $1.00 
per $100 and the assessment of real estate is based 
on one-half valuation. 

Dover owns and operates the utilities of the 
city. The water and electric light departments are 
under the Mayor and Council, and are supervised 
by the City Manager. The electric plant is a 
modern steam turbo-generating plant and has a 
total capacity of 5,000 kilowatts. The rates com
pare favorably with those of the largest privately 
owned utilities, and the service is dependable. 

The water supply comes from artesian wells 
and is ample under all conditions. The water is 
pure and wholesome, and no treatm£!nt is neces

sary. 
I 

The city is sewered completely and the sewage 
disposed of in a modern treatment plant. 

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY 

Dover is a trading center for approximately 
30,000. Its importance in this respect is evidenced 
by the presence of a number of nationally operated 
chain stores and flourishing independent merch
ants. · The stores are modern and carry ?omplete 
stocks of merchandise. Dover is an important 
center in the milk industry of the State. • It is 
the home of two nationally known industries: 
Richardson & Robbins Company, the largest 
packer of poultry products in the world, and the 
International Latex Corporation, which enjoys a 
wide distribution of "latex" products, in addition 
to several smaller plants. Two modern and well 
equipped cold storage warehouses provide facili-

ties for the fruit growers of the surrounding 
territory, and also for the freezing of fruits and 
vegetables. The industrial life of the community 
is stable as wages are comparatively high and 
labor troubles unknown. 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
Dover boasts of three splendid banks, well 

managed and sound financially. The First National 
Bank is a National Bank and the Farmers Bank 
and Delaware Trust Company operate under State 
charters. Deposits in the banks, according to the 
report of the Delaware State Banking Commission, 
amount to over 32 million dollars. The surplus, 
undivided profits and reserves total over three 
and one-half million dollars, ~nd the total assets 
exceed $35,000,000. 

Dover also has two building and loan associa
tions, which enjoy a long record of uninterrupted 
progress. 

CHURCHES 

In the development .of Dover as a thriving city 
of business .and industry, the spiritual side of the 
community has not been overlooked. Dover is 
the city of many churches, some of them having 
unusually beautiful- and commodious edifices. 
They are presided over by well-informed and 
forceful ministers, who are actively engaged in 
promoting every good enterprise that looks to the 

betterment of the city. 

SCHOOLS 

A modern combined Grade and High School 
takes care of the educational needs of. the coma 
munity. The school offers, in addition to the 
academic course, courses in agriculture, manual 
training, art, music, and an up-to-date business 
course. It possesses ample facilities for athletic 
activities, and. provisions are made for the d.e
velopment of the body as well as the mind of the 
student. Social activities of the school and student 
body are numerous. 

The educational needs of the colored population 
are taken care of by the Booker T. Washington 

School, one of the finest schools for colored chil
dren in the country. 

Wesley Junior College, the only institution at. 

its kind on the Eastern Shore, is also located in 
Dover. 

Situated on the outskirts of the city, is the State 
College for Colored Students. 

An hour's ride from Dover, at Newark, is the 
University of Delaware, a co-educational institu
tion. This university is rated among the best in 
the country. 

INSTITUTIONS 

The Kent General Hospital, a community enter
prise containing 50 beds, is one of the best equipped 
hospitals in lower Delaware. It serves not only 
Dover, but the entire county as well, and is 
partly maintained by income from endowments 
and public subscriptions. 

The Elizabeth W. Murphey School, Inc., is a 
unique institution, located here and given to the 
community by the late Sanford S. Murphey. It 
is for the use, without charge, of children whose 
parents are not able to give them proper advant
ages, and its policy is to endeavor to give its 
children every parental advantage, .even to . the 
extent of a college e.ducation. The schoel is 
hea~ily endowed and the board of directors is com
posed of the leading citizens of the community. 
No indigent or unfortunate family of the county, 
therefore, need fear for the welfare of its children. 

AGRICULTURAL 

Dover is situated in the center of a fertile 
agricultural section o.f 'the State, where the land is 
practically level, and the soil is of a sandy loari:1 
character which is very responsive to modern 
farming practices for growing all kinds . of crops. 

Throughout the area surrounding Dover are 
numerous commercial apple and peach orchards 
and grape vineyards, in addition to the many 
farms that are adapted t.o the growing of. grain 
crops and tomatoes. This section also ~ers ex-



RECREATION 

Dover's hotels, restaurants, and tea-houses are 
noted for serving the famous Eastern Shore dishes. 

The city has two theatres. The Capitol Theatre 
is the last word in modern theatre construction. 
The Temple Theatre, a smaller moving picture 
house, is under the same management. 

The Mapledale Country Club, located about one 
mile_ west of Dover, has proven to be quite a factor 
in the social life of the community. The attractiYe 
club house and fine golf course is a center of at
traction. 

Silver Lake, located near the city, is a famous 
fishing place, well stocked with bass and other 
fresh-water fish. Little Creek and Bowers Beach, 
to the east, and on the Delaware Bay, are well 
known to the people of Delaware and other states, 
who indulge in fishing and crabbing. Oysters are 
in abundance at these resorts, and the towns have 
achieved great fame because of the fishing and 
oyster industries. 

The Bays and Inlets near Dover are the home 
of the Canvas-back Ducks and the stopping places 
of Mallard, Blue and Green-winged Teal and other 
ducks. Quail and rabbits are numerous, anct fox 
hunting and coon hunting are favorite sports. 

TRANSPORTATION 

Dover is on the main line of the Delaware 
Division of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, 
with splendid passenger and freight service. 
Several bus lines supplement this service, operat
ing between Wilmington and ·:i.11 points south. 

Daily motor truck freight service is also avail
able, covering practically the e11tire Penj_nsula, and 
making overnight deliveries :is far :iorih as New 
York City. 

The City is on the most jfrect route connecting 
the North Atlantic States with Florida and the 
South. It is connected in al! directions with a 
network of paved highways, and is within twenty
four hours of one-half of the p0pulation of the 
United States. 

There are three Airports available for light 
planes within walking distance c,f the city limits. 

POINTS OF INTEREST 
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State House 

Kent General Hospital 

County Court House 

Ye Olde Dover Green 

Mapledale County 
Club 

Elizabeth W, Murphey 
School 

Silver Lake 

Dickinson Mansion 
(5 Miles) 

Richardson Park 

Woodlawn 

Logan Farm 
(6 Miles) 

John M. Clayton 
Monument 

(Presbyterian Cemetery) 

Caesar Rodney Home 
(ti Miles) 

Col. Hazlet Monument 
(Presbyterian Cemetery) 

LegMativc Hall 

Ha 11 of Reco1·ds 
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Residence Dr. Cahall Sipple Facing Silver Lake, Dover State St. Looking South, Dover 

Presbyterian Church, Dover 

foreword 
THIS is a booklet of "brass tacks" 

information for busy executives. Com
piled from authentic sources, it is con
densed to give only the high spots and 
beattty in and around the city of Dover, 
also the manufacturing and distributing 
opportunities which will enable you to 
visualize the actual trade conditions in 
this rich and growing country. Opportuni
ties here for particular types of industry 
will be outlined in detail in an exhaus
tive survey to executives who make 
inquiry to the Chamber of Commerce. On 
the following pages you get only a 
glimpse-Dover invites you to come and 
see for yourself. You will receive a 
cordial welcome from people, hospitable 

by nature and training. 

Kent County Court House, Dover 

Residence of Dr. Frank Hall, Dover Park and Silver Lake, Dover 
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HISTORICAL FACTS 
DOVER, the capital of the State of 
Delaware, is a busy legislative and in
dustrial center whose history dates back to 
1683, when William Penn ordered the town 
laid out. It was located half way between 
the north and south boundaries of the 
State. In 1699, according to history, per
mission was received from Philadelphia, 
for the formal erection of the town to be 
called Dover. In that year a court house 
was erected on the ground now occupied 
by the Kent County Court House. In 1717, 
the Dover Green was laid out, from which 
the sons of Dela ware marched to the war 
in 1776, and which even until today re
mains unchanged. In 1722 the old court 
house was abandoned, and converted into 
the Old King George Tavern, and the new 
court house, located on the site of the pres
ent State House, was 
built. Although al
terations and addi
tions have been made 
to this old court 
house, it remains 
practically the same 
as it was more than 
two hundred vears 
ago, andistodaithe 
second oldest state 
house in the country. 
Its walls are adorned 

with rare pain tings of Dela ware's famous 
sons and the principal epochs of Delaware's 
History. The Hall of Records in which are 
collected all the important historical 
documents of the State from the time of its 
founding is open to visitors each week 
day. 

.· There are many other old colonial 
buildings in Dover besides the State 
House. The Ridgely home built in 1728, 
the Lockerman House, built 1746, the old 
home of Caesar Rodney still in a good 
state of preservation, all monuments to the 
builders of the colonial period. In the 
·cemeteries of Dover are to be found the 
graves of many of Delaware's illustrious 
sons, including Caesar Rodney, signer of 
the Declaration of Independence, John 
M. Clayton, the Secretary of State of 

the Nation, and Col. 
John Hazlet, a fam
ous hero of the Rev
olutionary War. The 
traditions of the old 
Dela ware families, 
the Rodneys; the Bay
ards, the Saulsburys, 
the Ridgelys, the 
Cla ytons and the Mc
Ke ans and many 
othersarestillheardin 
and about the capital. 

South Part of Silver Lake, Dover 
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First National Bank, Dover 

Richardson & Robbins Plant, Dover, Del. 

New Warehouse of J. A. Frear & Sons, Dover 

CLIMATE 

THE climate of Dover and the surrounding 
territory is qui te similar to that of the 
entire Delmarva Peninsula, and when 
considered '' all the year around'' is one 
of the most delightful in the United 
States. 

The average summer temperature is 
about 76°, and the average temperature 
during the coldest part of our winter is 
about 34°. This is due to the tempering 
influences of nearby bodies of water and 
to its proximity to the warm Gulf Stream. 
The annual rainfall averages 43 inch es , 
and its distribution throughout the year 
is almost ideal. The average annual snow
fall is small, and, as a rule, it does not 
remain on the ground for any great length 
of time. The normal growing season is 
approximately 187 days in length, as the 
average date of the last k illing frost in 
the spring is April 20 and that of the 
first heavy frost in the fall is October 24. 
There are never any cyclones, floods, 
blizzards or earthquakes. 

Office and First Warehouse of J. A. Frear & Sons, Dover 

T h e Cap i ta t Ci t y of th e Fi rs t St a t e 

TRANSPORTATION 
DovER is on the main line of the Dela ware 
Division of the Pennsylvania Railroad, 
and on a paved State Highway. There are 
from 75 to 100 trains daily, 14 of them 
being passenger, and bus service extends 
as far north as Wilmington and south to 
the ocean at Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, 
and to Salisbury, Maryland. 

Daily motor truck freight service is also 
available covering practically the entire 
Peninsula. 

The city is on the most direct and 
"shortest-by-a-day" all improved route 
connecting the North Atlantic States with 
the Southland. In fact it is connected in 
all di rections with a network of improved 
h ighways and is within twenty-four h ours 
of one-half the population of the Uni ted 
States. Its situation on the St. Jones River 
makes it accessible by pleasure craft to the 
Delaware Bay and Atlantic Ocean. 

GOVERNMENT 
DovER operates under a modified form of 
City Manager government. The legislative 

Plant of Dover Gas Light Co. 

Pennsylvania R. R. Station, Dover 

Service ' Ice and Cold Storage Plant, Dover 

East Coast Ice & Storage, Inc. 
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New Building at Colored College, Dover 

School for Colored, Dover 

Colored Collei:e Campus, North of Dover 

branch is composed of the Mayor and 
Council who serve without salary, while 
the Administrative branch is under a paid 
City Manager. 

Dover owns and operates her own utili
ties. The electric plant is modern in every 
detail. Equipped with water-tube boilers, 
force draft underfeed stokers and auto
matic feedwater regulation, enables the 
generation of steam at the highest ef
ficiency. The generati'ng room is equipped 
with the most modern turbo-generators, 
surface condensers and automatic voltage 
regulation. Current i;s generated at 2300 
volts and distributed at that voltage over 
the entire city and surrounding country. 
It is sold at a top rate of 10 cents with 
power as low as two cents per K. W. H. 
The service is unfailing, as the power
house i in duplicate, giving a source of 
reliable supply. 

The water works is in conjunction with 
the electric plant . Water is from deep 
wells, furnishing an unfailing supply of 
100% pure water. Dover has twenty-seven 
miles of pipe lines, ranging from 14" to 

Cottages, Elizabeth W. Murphey School, Dover 

The Capital City of the First State 

4", with a 100,000 gal. elevated tank for 
reserve. Practically 100% of her residence 
are connected to the water system. Ample 
fire hydrants are distributed over the 
entire city, and the best of fire protection 
therefore exists. 

The streets of Dover are better lighted 
than any city of its size on the Eastern 
?hore_. Three ?f the streets are entirely 
1~lum_mated with ornamental white-way 
hghtmg standards and no poles or wires 
are on these streets. Other streets are 
partly illuminated in this way, while all 
streets are well lighted. 

Over fourteen miles of hard surfaced 
streets are now in use. The street and sewer 
department is equipped with power 
sweepers and all modern apparatus for 
maintaining these streets and sewers in the 
best of condition. You will always find 
the streets clean and beautifully shaded. 
The equipment is entirely motorized and 
all trash, garbage, ashes, etc., are hauled 
fr~e weekly. The entire city is supplied 
with both storm and sanitary sewers 
having pipes as large as 48" in diameter. 

Elizabeth W. Murphey School Administration and Infirmary 

Bank of Delaware Trust Co., Dover 

People's Christian Church, Dover 

Post Office, Dover 



Dover Public School 

SCHOOLS 

A NEW combined Grade and High School 
has recently been built in Dover at a cost 
of approximately $250,000. The school 
offers courses in all branches usually 
taught in the best High Schools. It has 
good athletic equipment and takes a real 
interest in the development of the body as 
well as the mind of the student. Social 
activities of the school and student bodv 
are numerous and on a high plane. , 

The Wesley Collegiate Institute, a pre
paratory school is located in the heart of 
the city and is rated as one of the best 
schools of its type in the State. 

Situated on the outskirts of the citv 
is the State College for Colored Students 
as well as the Booker T. Washington 
School, a separate public school for 
colored children. 

About an hour's ride from Dover, at 
Newark, is the University of Delaware, 
which is co-educational. This is a State 
Institution, rated among the best in the 
country and free to Delaware students. 

St. Paul's M. E. Church, Dover 

First Baptist Church, Dover 

Hotel Richardson, Dover Catholic Church, Dover 

Wesley M . E. Church, Dover Hotel Bayard, Dover 

M. P. Church, Dover 

CHURCHES 

I T THE development of Dover as a thriving 
city of bu iness and industry, th e spiritual 
side of th community life has not been 
overlooked. Dover is a city of many 
churches, some of them having unusually 
beautiful and commodious edifices. They 
are presided over by well-informed and 
forceful ministers who are actively en
gaged in promoting every good enterprise 
that looks to the betterment of the city. 

INSTITUTIONS 

THE new Kent General Hospital, a com
munity enterprise, containing 35 rooms 
is one of the best equipped hospitals 
in lower Delaware. It serves not only 
Dover but the entire county as w ell, and is 
partly maintained by income from endow
ments and public sub criptions . 
- The Elizabeth W. Murphey School, Inc., 
is a unique institution located here and 
gi en to the community by the late San
ford S. Murphey . It is for the use without 
charge of children whose parents are not 
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Kent General Hospital, Dover 

Farmers Bank, Dover 

Wesley Collegiate Institute, Dover 

able to give them proper advantages, and 
its policy is to endeavor to give its child
ren every parental advantage, even to the 
extent of a college education . The school 
is heavily endowed and the board of 
directors is composed of the leading citi
zens of the community. No indigent or 
unfortunate family of the county therefore 
need fear for the welfare of its children. 

HOTELS 

DovER has good hotel facilities. The 
Richardson Hotel offers accommodations 
which compare favorably with those of 
cities of like size. In addition there are 
smaller hotels which also offer clean and 
comfortable accommodations at reason
able rates; prominently among these are 
the Hotel Bayard, Cook's Hotel, Hotel Bell, 
and several smaller hotels with ample room 
to take care of the summer vacationists. 

THEATRES 

THE city has two theaters. The new 
Dover Opera House recently remodeled 
at a cost of over $100,000 is said to be the 

Dover Water Works and Electric Plant 
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last word in modern theater construction. 
The Temple Theater, a smaller moving 
picture house is under the same manage
ment. 

RECREATIONAL 

THE Mapledale Country Club located 
about one mile west of Dover has proven 
to be quite a factor in the social life of the 
community. The attractive club house and 
fine nine hole Golf Course is a center of 
attraction for the 200 members. 

Silver Lake, located near the city, is a 
famous fishing place, and Little Creek 
and Bowers Beach to the east are well 
known to the people of Dela ware and 
other states who indulge in fishing and 
crabbing. Oysters are in abundance at 
these resorts and the towns have achieved 
great fame on account of the fishing and 
oyster industries. 

The Bays and Inlets near Dover are the 
home of the Canvasback Ducks and the 
stopping places of Mallard, Blue an~ 
Green-winged Teal and other ducks. Quail 

Ridgely House, Dover 

Fishing Boats on River at Bowers 

Richardson & Robbins Plant, Dover, Del. 

Oyster Fleet and Motor Boats at Little Creek 
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Pilgrim Holiness Church, Dover 

Armory, Dover 

Lockerman St. Looking West, Dover 

and rabbits are numerous and fox hunting 
and coon hunting are favorite sports. 

AG RI CULTURAL 

DovER is situated in the center of a fertile 
agricultural section of the State, where the 
land is practically level, and the soil is of 
a sandy loam character which is very 
responsive to modern farming practices 
for growing all kinds of crops. 

Throughout the area surrounding Dover 
are numerous commercial apple and peach 
orchards and grape vineyards, in addition 
to the many farms that are adapted to the 
growing of grain crops and tomatoes. 
This section also offers excellent oppor
tunities for dairy farming and the raising 
of poultry, as well as all kinds of truck. 

The total value of all farm crops in 
Ken t County, including our most im
portant ones such as corn, wheat, soy
beans and tomatoes, amounts to approxi
mately $4,500,000, with an additional 
value of $2,000,000 for our apple, peach 
and grape crops. 

Lutheran Church, Dover 
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The poultry industry, which has been 
expanding very rapidly during the past 
five years, represents a total value of 
$S,S00,000 for poultry and the sale of 
eggs. 

All dairy products such as whole milk, 
cream, and butter, sold in the county, 
return an income of almost $1,000,000 
annually, which equals practically one
half the value of all dairy cattle. 

Taking into consideration all of the 
agricultural products and livestock in 
Kent County, we have an aggregate value 
of at least $15,000,000 which indicates 
that this -county is one of the leading 
farming sections in the east. 

A SUBSTANTIAL 
COMMUNITY 

The final test of a permanent work of any 
community is the substantial developments in 
its area, its latent possibilities, its citizenship, 
its location and its financial resources. 

The combined statement of the three Dover 
Banks as of June 29, 1929, shows total de-

East Coast Ice & Storage, Inc. 

Sinclair Oil Tanks, Dover 

E. L. Jones & Co., Inc., Plant, Dover, Del. 

Toblatoes at Factory of F. Romeo and Co., Dover 
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Farmers Cooperative Canning Plant, Dover 

posits of ~17,889,647.82. These accounts 
are carried by home owners, manufacturers, 
farmers and business concerns. The city has 
two Building and Loan Associations which are 
functioning well in aiding to provide more 
homes. Dover has a property valuation of 
approximately $7,500,000.00. 

Owing to its location and its accessibility 
many travelling men make it their head
quarters. It is a jobbing center for groceries 
and produce, and the main retail shopping 
center for a trading radius of twenty miles. 

The city tax rate is 95c on ~100.00 of as
sessed valuation. 

The average weekly payroll is ~85,000.00. 

Last but not least the police and fire protec
tion is excellent, there having just been a re
duction in the basic insurance rate. 

Delmarva Ice Cream Co., Inc., Plant, Dover, Del. 

Delmarva Warehouses, Inc., Warehouse No. 1, Dover 

Robbin's Hose House , Dover 

Brick Plant, Dover 

Capital City of the First State 

Canning Plant, Scott & Daly, Dover 

Dover Opera House 

Country Club, West 0£ Dover 

Layton & Co., Inc., Wholesale Grocery Warehouses, Dover 

FOR YOUR 
INTEREST 

Observe our excel
lent public, buildings, 
beautiful homes, up
to-date schools ·· and 
churches, the attrac
ti'lle window displays 
in our retail establish
ments, the well-paYfld 
and sanitary condi
tion of our $treets, 
and you will agree 
that Do'ller should be 
proud to be known as 
"The Capital City of 
the First State." 

Christ Episcopal Church, Dover 

View 0£ Gulf, Texaco and Holt Oil Tanks, Dover 



POINTS OF INTEREST 

STATE HOUSE 

KENT GENERAL HOSPITAL 

COUNTY COURT HOUSE 

YE OLDE DOVER GREEN 

MAPLEDALE COUNTRY CLUB 

WESLEY COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE 

STATE ARMORY 

ELIZABETH W. MURPHEY SCHOOL 

SILVER LAKE 

RICHARDSON PARK 

OLD HILLIARD HOUSE 

LOGAN FARM ( 6 MILES) 

JOI-IN M. CLAYTON MONUMENT 

(Pi·esbyte-rfon Cernete1'y) 

CAESAR RODNEY HOME ( 6 MILES) 

COL. HASI,ET MONUMENT 

(P1·esbyte1·irm Oemete,·y) 
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
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When the first settlers came to the St. Jones Creek area of Kent County 
around 1670, they found friendly Indians, dense forests, rich soil, and a 
navigable river for their small vessels. Here too they found wildlife, includ
ing rabbits, foxes, raccoons, bears, turkeys, game, and an abundance of fish 
in the streams. 

By 1680 there were only 26 families or about 72 people listed in this area of 
Kent County. Such names as Hodges, Jones, Humphrey, Bedwell, 
Brinkloe, Morgan, Webb, Claypoole, Young, Whiteley, and Walker ap
peared in the early land grants and deeds. The settlers laid claims along the 
tidewater, sometimes in large tracts of a thousand acres or more. Many, in 
addition to taking leg_al English title to their land, confirmed their claim by 
bargaining with the Indians using matchcoats, powder, whiskey, or other 
goods. Indeed, the 200 acre plot, purchased in 1694 for the site of Dover, had 
been included in a larger tract called Brothers Portion, bought in 1683 from 
the Indian Petequoque, Chief Sachem of the Lenni Lenape Tribe. 

The early Kent County settlers owed allegiance to the Duke of York, and 
petitioned his representative, Governor Andros, in New York for a "court to 
be held in St. Jones Creek" because of the difficulty in reaching "the 
Whorekill Court" (Lewes). The petition was received favorably, and the 
new county of St. Jones was formed in 1680. It was renamed Kent by 
William Penn on Christmas Day, 1682. 

Although it was not formally laid out until 1717, Dover enjoys the distinc
tion of having been planned by Penn in 1683, the year after his arrival in 
America. It is believed that he selected the name Dover because of his happy 
association with the ancient port city of Dover, in Kent, England. Today the 
modem corporate seal of the City of Dover is in part emblazoned with the 
arms of Dover, England. 

Although one early missionary wrote in 1711 for a transfer claiming that 
" ... it is impossible for a Stanger to Continue there (Dover) without Extreme 
Danger." (He was referring to various "Bugs and Mascatoesl"). Dover grew 
and became the chief business center for Kent County. Semi-annual fairs 
were authorized and held from a very early date. In 1741 an Act of Assembly 
provided for the establishment and regulation of a market square. A year 
later, a rough census, taken privately by an Episcopal clergyman, estimated 
the population in Kent County to be 1,005 families. 

Dover resounded to the noise of saws and brickwork throughout the 
early part of the l 700's. It was at this time that many of the notable 
buildings in the county and town were originally constructed. In 1722, a 
court house was erected on the site of the present Old State House, and six 
years later the venerable Ridgely House rose to command the north side of 
the Green. Between 1734 and 1747, the central portion of Christ Church 
was built. The l 740's saw Vincent Loockerman build his home, now 
known as the Bradford-Loockerman House; Nicholas Ridgely build Eden 
Hill Farm near Dover; and Samuel Dickinson, father of the "Penman of 
the Revolution," build the handsome plantation house now called the 
John Dickinson Mansion. 

Succeeding years witnessed the construction of many fine home~ by 
wealthy landowners throughout Kent County. Great Geneva, Wheel of 
Fortune, Wildcat Manor, Woodburn, Snowden, Belmont Hall, Aspendale, 
Loockerman Hall, Pleasanton Abbey, and Mordington, were erected before 
the end of the century. There were also numerous new smaller homes built 
for farmers and craftsmen of the middle income group. A few of these, too, 
have survived. 

The friction between England and her American colonies influenced 
events in Dover. The tension mounted with news of the closing of the Port of 
Boston; in Delaware, as well as in other colonies, each new development was 
met with varying responses. 

By June, 1776, Kent Countians were anxiously keeping abreast of devel
opments at the Continental Congress in Philadelphia. Post riders and boats 
coming down river carried the news of the great debates centered in 
Philadelphia. In May, the Continental Congress had urged each colony to 
take over its own government su~nding Crown authority. On Saturday, 
June 8, this step was debated in Dover by the Kent County Committee of 
Inspection before a large crowd. Excitement mounted. As Thomas Rodney 
and James Tilton related the story long afterward, a certain John Clarke was 
one of the few opposing the move. As he was leaving the meeting he was 
seized by the crowd, dragged toward the pillory, and pelted with eggs before 
he could be rescued by cooler-headed patriots. Clarke's supporters, aided by 
a Light Horse Compal!Y under Tory leadership1 planned in revenge to 
surprise and to bum Dover. Throughout Sunaay, June 9, grapevines 
humm'ed. The result was "Black Munday" when Tory units converged on 
Dover ready to fight, but hesitated on the outskirts upon learning that the 
Dover Light Infantry was armed and ready to defend the town and that the 
leader of the Light Cavalry had been put under house arrest. Their demand 
that four Whigs be turned over for hanging met stem refusal, and brought 
a warning from Thomas Rodney, commander of the Infantry, that theX 
had best disperse while they had the chance to do so "unmolested. ' 
Rodney, in his account of the event, recorded that they fled like "Sea Fowl 
from the shore," and he later composed the following poem to commemorate 
the defeat of the "insurrection:" 

A 
SONG 

of 
1776 

Black Munday was a Mighty'day 
For Refugees and Tories 

Three hundred bravely run away 
Chock full of lies and Stories 

Lang do Lang Diddle 
The Captain of the brave Light Horse 

Began the insurrection 
His Videts flew on every course 
To spread the wide infection. 

Lang do Lang Diddle 
Dark and Secret was their plan 

To burn the Town of Dover 
But e're their furious work began 

They were all quite don Over 
Lang do Lang Diddle 

Tidings came about Midnight 
The Town would be invaded 

And the Infantry 'er Morning light 
Like Lyons all Paraded 
Lang do Lang Diddle 

They placed bright Guards around the Town 
Determined to Defend it 

And bare bold insurrection down 
And to the Devil Send it. 

Lang do Lang Diddle 
For Sattin first the standard reard 

Of Impious Insurrection 
And to him Each Evil Mind repaird 

Who caught the foul infection 
Lang do Lang Diddle 

He was Ever deemed thence 
The Prince of proud Rebell'on 

And all Insurgents hurried Since 
With all their crimes to Hellon 

Lang do Lang Diddle 
Tidings came they were undone 

Their Captain was arrested 
Their Impious plans were all made known 

And all their Crimes detested 
Lang do Lang Diddle 



.-\,Lion in the events surrounding the Declaration of Independence and the 
Revolution was generally centered in other states, but it was from Dover that 
Caesar Rodney, one of Delaware's foremost patriots and heroes, was called 
to cast his vote for Independence and assure the state's adoption of that 
document. His ad•;enturous and inspiring gallop to Philadelphia has placed 
him in the annals of American History, and earned him the love and respect 
of succeeding generations of Delawareans. 

It was from Kent County that the famous Delaware Battalion marched to 
join Washington's main army and win the timeless respect of all American 
warriors and the nickname, Blue Hens Chickens. This epithet refers to the 
spirited fighting cocks that Delaware men carried with them to the war. The 
bird has since been honored by its adoption as the State Bird. 

The post-war years were ones of political change, and because Dover was 
the state capital, its residents were involved in the founding of the nation. 
The most important single event which occurred in Dover was the ratifica
tion of the Federal Constitution on December 7, 1787. Delaware was the first 
state to ratify the new document, thus earning her the nickname First State. 

During these years, Dover continued to thrive . In 1785 it had an estimated 
population of 600, and according to one observer had "a lively appearance," 
considerable trade with Philadelphia, and about 100 houses, "principally 
of brick." 

The tumultuous times in the new Republic, as the young United States 
was buffeted by the effects of a major European conflict, had their reverbera
tions in Dover. Henry M. Ridgely, a Dover resident and United States 
Representative, joined his fellow Federalists in voting "No" to a Declaration 
of War in 1812. During the war, a British Squadron blockaded the Delaware 
Bay, cruised menacingly off the coast, and succeeded in bombarding the 
pilot town of Lewes, Delaware. Much to its credit, however, the town 
stoutly defended itself, and escaped with" I chicken killed, I pig wounded!" 

Dover was incorporated in 1829. It has remained one of the smaller state 
capitals. During the period 1830-1860, Dover prospered; the railroad ar
rived in 18S6. The crops and provisions of the Kent County fields were 
shipped by train to Wilmington and Philadelphia. With the advent of the 
railroad, old river packets and river towns began their decline. 

Thirty years of relative peace was broken by the Mexican War in 1846, and 
by the gathering clouds of social reform centering around the slavery ques
tion. Doverites were divided on this issue, as was the nation. Every shade of 
opinion was reflected. Free Negroes were kidnapped from the vicinity for 
sale in the South, and Southern fugitives found protection and help here on 
their road to freedom in the North. Some of the historic homes in and near 
Dover were reputedly stops on the Underground Railroad. Some of 
Delaware's prominent families were involved in helping runaway slaves 
escape to the north. The Mifflin house near Camden, the homes of the 
Hunns near Lebanon, and Woodburn, now the Governor's House in Dover, 
reputedly figured in many daring and adventurous episodes from this trou
bled time. It was in these pre-Civil War days that the infamous Patty Cannon 
and her band engaged in kidnap and murder to obtain slaves for Southern 
markets. A favorite legend, used in The Eruailed Hat, by George Alfred 
Townsend, tells of a raid upon a group of free Negroes gathered at Wood
burn for a servant's party. 

Harriet Tubman, the famous Black patriot, made her way through Dover 
several times shepherding escaped slaves to the North. Her heroic exploits 
and impassioned belief in freedom earned her the title "Moses of 
her people." 

Every possible attitude toward the Civil War had adherents in Delaware, 
although outright secessionists were rare. Among the overwhelming major
ity loyal to the Union, there were passionate patriots, others who criticized 
the Administration but accepted the war itself as necessary, and still others 
unwilling to force the South to remain. Governor Burton, a peace-loving 
elderly man, teetered between the latter two positions, to the despair and 
fury of more ardent partisans. Among the State's militia companies were a 
few suspected of disloyalty. Twice Federal troops came into the State to 
disarm such units, once late in 1861 and again in March, 1862. On this 
second "invasion," two companies of Colonel James Wallace's Maryland 
Home Guards appeared in Dover, blocked exits from the capital and, when 
arms were not promptly surrendered, forced an entrance into the State 
House. There, they were quartered for several days. One of the Maryland
ers, Lt. J. E. Ras tell, left an interesting account of the incident. When the 
troops prepared to leave, taking five suspects from the immediate vicinity, a 

hostile crowd gathered, apparently intending to rescue the prisoners, but 
fixed bayonets prevented open violence as the party marched to the railroad 
station. On two other occasions Federal troops entered Delaware for a few 
days, each time to act as guards at the polls in the elections of I 862 and 1864. 
This touched off intense protest, and was one element that helped embitter 
Delaware politics for a generation . 

Dover continued to thrive in the post-Civil War era. The Dover Gas 
Works Company expanded and provided more of the elaborate street lights 
used until the advent of electricity. A building spree added the Post Office, 
the Roman Catholic Church on Bradford Street, and the new Kent County 
Court House. In 1874, the Wilmington Conference Academy (Wesley Col
lege) rose to four stories between State Street and Governor's Avenue. 

The recession of 1873 caused hardship in the county, but by 1882 the 
economy was on its feet. A Public School on New Street was erected, and the 
Hotel Richardson, for many years the finest on the Peninsula, graced the 
triangle between State Street and Kings Highway at City Plaza. Around this 
time, the Richardson and Robbins meat processing plant moved to its 
present location, and the Robbins Hose Company, Dover's volunteer fire 
department, was organized. The first fire of record, a dwelling house, 
occurred January 28, 1883. In that same year, a fire house was built for the 
hose carriages "The Robbins" and the "Dover." 

The nineteenth century closed in a blaze of glory. On New Year's Eve, 
1899, fourteen stores on busy Loockerman Street, and 41 arc lights on the 
streets of Dover flashed on in a wondrous display of electric light. Dover 
entered the twentieth century in illuminated brilliance. 

Caesar Rodney might be Dover's "Favorite Son," but Annie Jump 
Cannon is probably its "Favorite Daughter." A graduate of Wilmington 
Conference Academy, Annie Cannon went on to Wellesley. She was the first 
woman to receive an honorary degree from Oxford University, the second 
person elected honorary member of the Royal Astronomical Society of Great 
Britain, and the first woman ever elected to be an officer of the American 
Astronomical Society. 

From 1897 until shortly before her death, she was a distinguished member 
of the Harvard Observatory staff. Her work in the spectral classification of 
stars filled 10 quarto volumes, including 9 volumes of the "Henry Draper 
Catalogue." Her "extension to the Henry Draper Catalogue" included over 
400,000 stellar bodies. Annie Jump Cannon watched the heavens; as a small 
child in Dover she took delight in the rainbow. Later, on the roof of her 
father's home on State Street she scrutinized the star-lit skies. She organized 
her first observatory in the attic of that house. She is buried in a modest grave 
in Dover's Lakeside Cemetery. 

In 1933 Capitol Square was laid out, and Legislative Hall became the 
home of Delaware's General Assembly. The creation of the capitol complex, 
along with the expansion of City Plaza, has given Dover a spacious arr, in 
keeping with William Penn's original vision of his county seat in Kent. 

Broad, tree-lined avenues, shady side streets, expansive greens, and the 
meandering St. Jones River parks, lend a natural setting to Dover's Georgian 
and Victorian architecture. Park your car on Capitol Square and trace the 
friendly steps of Dover's Heritage Trail. 
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The Visitor Center in the State House Annex (1), i~ open from 10-5, 
Tuesday th~ough Saturday, and 1-5, Sunday. Here can be found information 
on Dover sites, as well as others in the state. It is here that tours for the State 
House begin. 

The Hall of Records (2), the home of the Division of Historical and Cultural 
Affairs, is the repository of preserved documents relating to the history of 
Delaware. Ask to see the Royal Charter, granted by Charles II to James, 
Duke of York, for the Delaware territory, and a series of three deeds and 
leases transferring this area to William Penn. In add:tion, don't miss William 
Penn's order for laying out Dover (1683) and the order for the new Kent 
County Court house (1691). 

Legislative Hall (3), the home of the General Assembly of Delaware and the 
first Georgian-revival capitol in America, contains the offices of the Gover
nor. Stroll through the halls, look into the two Assembly chambers, visit the 
Governor's Reception Area, and examine the portraits of Delaware gover
nors and heroes of World War II. The exterior is of handmade brick; the 
interior is embellished with exquisite woodwork and other detailing charac
teristic of fine eighteenth-century buildings. It was opened January 3, 1933 
and enlarged in 1970. 

Capitol Square is surrounded by other State Office Buildings. The Depart• 
ment of Natural Resources and Environmental Control's buildings (4a 
and 4b), the Colonel John Haslet Armory (5), the Department of Health 
and Social Services headquarters (6), and the Townsend Building (7) 
all lend to the colonial charm of Capitol Square and function as modern 
office installations. ,

1 Christ Church (8), an eighteenth-century 
church set in a grove of old trees, is a fitting I 
site for the memorial to Delaware's colonial . ~ -
patriot and Signer of the Declaration of In- ~-
dependence, Caesar Rodney, whose re-
mains were moved here in the early part of 
this century. The monument pays homai;:e ..Q. 
to a man who was also instrumental m 
founding the state government, in fighting 
the War of Independence, and in welding the basis of our modern 
democracy-Liberty and Independence. The church congregation da tes 
from 1703 and the building was constructed between 1734 and 1747. It was 
enlarged in 1859, 1887, and 1916. In the yard are many early tombs, 
including the oldest, that of Captain Thomas Benson, 1748, many of the 
Ridgely fam ily memorials, and the grave of former Governor Charles L. 
Terry, Jr. (1970). 
Christ Church Parish House (9) was built in this century in the Georgian 
style, and houses a Bible presented to the church by Benjamin Wynkoop, 
Esquire, a merchant of colonial Philadelphia. It ison display in the church on 
Old Dover Days as is the 1766 silver communion service which has been 
restored to its original appearance. 

Christ Church Rectory (10) at 502 South State Street was built around 1770 
by James Bellach, a Dover shop joiner. Since 1879 it has been the property of 
the parish and has been used as the residence of the rector of Christ Church . 

The Old Academy of the John Banning House (11) is a private residence 
built by John Banning around 1766. As Treasurer of the Delaware State, he 
is said to have paid many returning Delaware veterans out of his own pocket 
from the porch of his house. During the nineteenth century, this house was 
the Dover Academy, a private school, and also, after 1832, a public school. 

Travelling up South State Street, you will notice many eighteenth-century 
brick houses, including the Bradford-Loockerman House, which shares a 
party wall with the Eagle Tavern. Across the street the LeFevre or Richard 
Bassett House

1 
the K ing_ Dougall House and Store House, and the 

McDowell-Collms Store House deserve your attention. All of the above, 

except the McDowell-Collins Store House, are private, but are open annu
ally on Old Dover Days. 

The Bradford-Loockerman House (12) was built after 1747 by Vincent 
Loockerman, Sr., a local Dover merchant, whose descendants have owned 
the house to the present. A beautiful garden is adjacent to the house. The 
house was built in two sections. The original five-bay brick portion is 
Georgian in detail; while the frame wing is nineteenth century. The Eagle 
Tavern (13), once a part of the Bell Family Tavern complex to the north, was 
built before 1791 by John Bell II. Bell's son-in-law, John Freeman, the first 
Dover postmaster, ran the Eagle Tavern here in the late eighteenth century. 

The LeFevre or Richard Bassett House (14), built in the early eighteenth 
century, was owned by Richard Bassett, a signer of the United States 
Constitution and President of the Delaware State from 1791 to 1801. 

The King Dougall House (15) and Store House are typical of the house
and-store brick structures which once lined State Street. King Dougall 
used the larger portion as his home and the smaller wing to the north as his 
store during the eighteenth century. A part of the property was a tavern 
called The Sign of the Bleu Anchor which was sold in 1724 to Nicholas 
Nixon, a tavern keeper. 

The McDowell-Collins Store House (16) is an early nineteenth-century 
frame structure built while Wesley McDowell, a Dover merchant, owned the 
property between lll'28 and 1861. In the late nineteenth century Robert 
Collins ran a store here. It is to this period that the building was renovated by 
Dover Heritage Trail, Inc., a local, non-profit tour and preservation society 
and the Dover Bicentennial Committee. ' 

The Green (17) was first laid out in 1717 to the south of its present location 
in accordance ~ith William Penn's.orders of 1683. By 1723 it had been 
moved north to Its present location. The true center of life in a county seat 
an~ ~tate capital, it was the site of early fairs and markets, and today hosts 
political rallies, public events, and the festivities of Old Dover Days in May. 
It was on the Green in 1776 that Delaware's Continental Regiment was 
mustered for service in the Revolution, and from here they marched to the 
main corps of Washington's Continental Army. In 1776 the Declaration of 
Independence was read to the public, sparking a celebration which wit
nessed the p~b_lic bu~ning of King_ George III's portrait. On January 23, 
1800, John Vmmg delivered a eulogmm on the death of George Washington. 
It was near here, in the jail yard, that the infamous "Red Hannah " or 
Delaware whipping post, was located. The Green was not landscapect'until 
the mid-nineteenth century. 

The Kent County Court House (18) was 
erected in 1874 on the site of an earlier Kent 
County Court House. For over a century, from 
1723 until 1863, the site was occupied by a .-u.•n1..,.,.,-.-; 
tavern under a long series of owners. Dunng 
the eighteenth century, the Bell family ran the 
tavern complex under the names of the Sign of 
King <;,eorge, the Sign of General Washington, 
and L1ber_ty Hall. John Bell II is said to have II Ii' 
ha~ his sign, a portralt of King George III, ~-r,.,._lil_J ' 
p~mte_d out and replaced during the Revolution _ 
with likeness of Washington. The legend relates that in later years the old 
name and portrait of the King began to show through and overlap the new 
and thus George 'X'.ashington and old King George shared the same sign, and 
gave Doventes qmte a chuckle. 

The John Bell Office, a small frame house, is the earliest frame structure on 
the Green a?d was a shop in the Bell Tavern complex during the eighteenth 
century . It 1s al~o known as the Old Post Office (19) because a nineteenth-
7entury post office y,as reputedly located here. Throughout its long history, 
It has served as vanous shops and offices. 

The Dr. James Sykes House or the Sykes Building (20) houses the offices 
of Attorney General of Delaware. It was built between 1812 and 1815 by 
Sykes, ~ noted surgeon, and enlarged in the 1850's by Mary S. Reed, 
mother-m-law of John A. Nicholson. It was also the home of many no ted 
D_over lawyers,. inclu_ding Chief Justice Thomas Clayton, Judge George 
Fisher, Nathamel Smithers, Robert Frame, Chancellor John R. Nicholson, 
and James M. Satterfield. 

T he Old County ~uilding (21) which originally stood to the north of the 
State House frontmg the Green, was designed by the architect Alonzo 
Reynolds and was built in 1858. It was moved to its present location fac ing 
Court Street in this century. 



Presbyterian Church located on Meeting House Sq uare, one of the original 
squares in Dover. Distinctive features of the church are the circular stair to 
the gallery and belfry, a corner alcove furnished with original pews, a 
memorial tab let to the first minister, the Reverend John Miller , communion 
silver , and two original tin sconces . In this building and the second, there are 
exhibits on Delaware's Indians , natura l resources, industry , agriculture, 
commerce, and transpon ation. There are also displays of early Delaware life 
as shown by period fu rniture , silver , woodworking tools, costumes, and 
volunteer firemen 's exhibits. T he Eldridge Reeves Johnson Building or 
Building Four, contains records , record in$ equipment, and memorabilia of 
Mr. Johnson and the Victor T alking Machine ompany of which he was the 
fo under and pres ident. Among the notable Delawareans buried in the 
churchyard are John M . Clayton, Thomas Clayton, the Reverend John 
Miller , and Colonel John Haslet. 

The Governor's House (c. 1790) ( Kings Highway, Dover)-this home is an 
excellent example of middle Georgian architecture . A pretentious structure, 
it fea tures a wide entrance hall with ad joining reception rooms. Its interior 
carving, in the Chippendale manner , is among the best in Delaware , and the 
house is furnished in fine , period ant iques. The home of Delaware' s Chief 
Execut ive is open on Thursday afternoons from 2:00 p. m. -4:30 p .m. In
cluded in the tour arc the upstairs living quarte rs of the Governor and his 
family, and highlights of the vi sit incl ud e ma ny ob jects of 
" Delawareana" -arti fac ts and antiques reminiscent of Delaware history. 
The home, known for years as "Woodburn ," was according to tradition , a 
stop on the famed ndcrground Railroad in the pre-Civil War era . 

The John Dickinson Mansion-(South on U .S. Rt. 113, to Rt. 68 and 
Kitts Hummock). This structure is a fine example of Delaware plantation 
architec ture, and was buil t by Samuel D ickinson, around 1740. It was the 
boyhood home of John l) ickmson , the " Penman of the Revolu tion," and 
the aulhor of the Articles of Confederation. He was President of the 
Delaware State in 1781 and 1782 , and was prominent in Delaware 's 
delegation at the Constitu tional Convention . T he house and out-buildings 
are open to the publ ic T uesday-Saturdays, 10:00 a.m . 10 4: 30 p.m.; 
Sundays 12:30 p .m . to 4:30 p .m .; closed on Mondays and holidays . There 
is no admission charge . 

Barratt's Chapel-(near Frederica, Rt. 
113) Here , in N ovember, 1784, Thomas 
Coke and Francis Asbury fir st met , com
munion was first administered in America 
according to Methodist rites by authorized 
Methodist ministers, and preliminary plans 
were made for the organization of the 
Methodi t Episcopal Church in the United 
States. This chapel, long a focus of pilgrim
age for Methodis ts from all over rhe country as the "Cradle of Methodism," 
now has an added museum and reception area . Open Tuesday through 
Saturday 9:30 a.m . to 4:30 p.m.; Sundays I :00 p.m. to 5:00 p .m . There are 
Sunday evening services in summer at 7:30 p.m . 

T he Allee House (Bombay Hook Wildlife Refuge, off Delaware Rt. 9)
this is a Queen Anne tyle house built by the Huguenot Allee Family, c. 
1753. It fea tures intere ting brickwork, old pine floors and an tique furnish
ings. Open 2:00-5: 00 p. m ., Saturday-Sunday- Admission free. 

Duck Creek Village (one and a half mile north of Smyrna on Duck 
Creek)-the settlement at Duck Creek occurred about 1700, and a survivor 
of the original village is "The L indens"-erected as a mi ller's house before 
1765 . AdJacent to this Dutch gabled dwelling is Tqe Plank House, a log 
cabin moved to its position by the Duck Creek Historical Society. T he 
Quaker Cemetery is used by genealogists for research back to 1750 . Duck 
Creek Village is open lo the public every day 9: 00- 5:00 p. m . Admission 
is free. 

Camden Friends Meeting House (Crunden, Delaware, 3 miles south of 
Dover on Rt. 13)-T he Camden Mee ting was organized in 1795 and the 
House built in I 805 on land given by Jonathan Hunn . Tradition tates that 
either this Jonathan or a later namesake lost his large landholdings at sheriffs 
sale because of his activity in the Underground Railroad. Camden a Quaker 
center , figured in many episodes from the pre-Civil War era . 

Octagonal School House- Located on Route 9, 1.5 miles north of Little 
Creek. Built in I 836 this unique one room chool has been restored to its 
original appearance with an exhibit of textbooks published from 1800 to 
1920's. Open Saturday and unday, 1-4 p.m. and by appointment. 

To return to the Visitor Center, retrace your steps or follow North Street 
eastward to the Townsend Building and then go outhward. On the way see 
the John Bullen House, We ley United Methodist Church, and the former 
parsonage just to the north on South State Street. 

The John Bullen House (33), 214 South State Street, is a rare , documented 
example of the work of Dover master builder, John Bullen . It was built 
between I 775 and 178 I. Wesley Church (34) was built in 1850 and is a 
two-story, Gothic-revival , brick structure . The tombstone of Richard What
coat, third Bi hop of the Methodist Episcopal Church, has been framed and 
hung near the front entrance. The former parsonage of Wesley Church 
(35), or the front ponionofthe house at the corner of South State Street and 
the Plaza, was built in 1856 and was furnished through the efforts of the 
ladies of the church. Today, it is a law office and private residence. 

Looekerman Stree t (36) is noteworthy because of the numerous 
nineteenth-century commercial structures still standing and being used by 
merchants today. To the north , on South State and South Bradford streets 
(37), is the Victorian part of Dover, originally laid out in the l 850's by the 
Reverend Thomas Bradford as a planned community. The tree-lined streets 
have numerous well-proporti ned examples of the various styles of archi tec
ture which encompass the term Victorian . 

Delaware State Visitors Service 
630 State College Rd . 

Dover, Delaware 19901 
No person or group shall be excluded from particip;3tion, denied any 
benefits, or subjected to discrimination on the basis of race, color, or 
national origin in any facility or attraction listed in this publication in full 
compliance with Title VI, of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

Prepared by: 

DIVISION OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
and ECONQMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Printed in U.S.A. 



For Guided Tours of Historic Dover 
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Welcome to Dover! The "Capital City of 
the First State'' is a charming and historic town 
with many interesting attractions for you and 
your family. Laid out by William Penn's order 
of 1683, Dover became the capital of Delaware 
during the Revolutionary War after the British 
captured New Castle in the north. Surrounding 
"The Green" and along our shady brick 
walkways are many notable buildings, private 
homes and public museums, which you may 
enjoy. 

You may visit the Hall of Records, 
Legislative Hall, old Christ Church, the Old 
State House, Delaware State Museum, and the 
Governor's House on the Dover Heritage Trail, 
a walking tour outlined in a brochure available 
in several locations throughout the city. Or, if 
time permits, please be our guest on a guided 
tour. Our volunteer guides are Doverites and 
Kent Countians who wish to make your stay 
here in Delaware as pleasant as possible. 

Dover Heritage Trail, Inc., is a non-profit 
group dedicated to the preservation of Kent 
County's unique culture and heritage. The 
modest fees collected from the tours will 
provide a preservation fund. We hope you have 
time to join us on a guided tour of historic 
Dover. Please feel free to call or write and plan 
your visit; we will try our best to hand-tailor our 
tour to fit your interests. Phone: (302) 678-2040. 

McDowell-Collins Store House 

Our office is located in the McDowell
Collins Store House, which our organization 
has recently renovated to its late nineteenth 
century appearance in cooperation with the 
Dover Bicentennial Committee. 

The Store House dates back to the early 
nineteenth century on a lot where Wesley 
McDowell opened a store in the 1820's, Since 
that time, there have been a variety of stores 
and businesses on the lot, and at times, the 
building has been used as law offices, and for 
other commercial purposes. 
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The renovation was based on store 
ledgers from the period when Robert Collins 
operated a general store here between 1888 and 
1907. The interior lay-out, and the displays of 
typical mercantile goods were based on several 
recollections of older Doverites who visited the 
store as youngsters. Items on display have 
been donated, or are on loan, from interested 
residents of the city. The Store House is open 
between 10:00 am and 2:00 pm, Mondays 
through Fridays, and storekeepers are 
volunteers from Dover Heritage Trail, Inc. 

The Store House serves as an interesting, 
central location from which our tours originate. 
If you are interested in scheduling a 
professional tour for your family, or group, 
please look over the information, and give us a 
call. We would enjoy hosting you in the 
McDowell-Collins Store House, and providing 
you a tour of Dover, The Capital City of The 
First State. 

Would you care to donate to our 
preservation fund? Patrons receive handsome 
certificates, and donations are tax deductible. 
Make checks payable to Dover Heritage Trail, 
Inc. 



RESERVATION FORM: 

Name: _________ Date: _________ _ 

Address: _______ Telephone: _____ _ 

Area 

Zip 

Name of organization or group: _________ _ 

Address: _______ Telephone: _ ____ _ 

Area 

Zip 

Date of Tour: ______ Number in Group: ___ _ 

TimeofAnival: __________ (AM) (PM) 

TypeofTourDesired: ____________ _ 
Code(from below) 

DOVER HERITAGE TRAIL TOURS 

TOUR A - Regular walking tour - Includes Hall of Records, Legislative Hall, 
Christ Church: North on State Street with a description of various. 
buildings; Supreme Court Building, The Green, Slate Museum. 
SI. 76 per adult, . 60 per child under I 6 

TOUR B - Thursdays• Walking Tour end Governor's Houoe. Same price•• 
"A". 

TOUR C - School Groups - Hall or Recordo, Legislative Hall, Christ Church, 
Supreme Court Building, The Green, State Museum, and 
Governor's House, ifpoaoible. $.26 per otudent. (Direction• can 
be given for visiting Octagonal School Houoe and Dickinson 
Mansion, if time permits . 

••••••• 
We wercome buo groups. Fee: S!.76 per peroon . 

••••••• 
Vioit to private homes may be arranged et an additional cost of $1.00 per 
adult, .60 per child. 

□ 
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Welcome ... 
to Downtown Dover. 
We want to share with 
you our history, 
architecture, beauty 
and our hospitality. 

Our first 
downtown was The Green, laid out in 1722 in 
accordance with the orders of William Penn in 
1683. Center of life for the County Seat and 
State Capital, it was the site of early fairs and 
markets. Craftsmen and artisans such as 
cabinet makers, shoemakers, carpenters, tailors 
and hatters shared the historic Green with 
government officials and residents, as well as 
several inns and taverns. At one of these inns, 
The Golden Fleece Tavern, Delaware ratified 
the United States Constitution on December 7, 
1787, becoming the FIRST STATE to do so. 

The mercantile activities of the City 
shifted several blocks north to Loockerman 
Street as Dover began to grow after the <'.livil 
War. Many buildings on this street retain their 
turn-of-the-century facades. A stroll down this 
street reveals architectural details from 
throughout the Victorian era as well as more 
contemporary Art Deco and Post Modern. 

We have two distinct historic areas to 
share with you ... one Colonial and one 
Victorian. You are invited to visit these areas as• 
you enjoy our flowers, grand shade trees and 
brick walks. Throughout our downtown are 
specialty shops, neighborhood stores; 
restaurants and very friendly people. 

DOWNTOWN PARKING -
Look for this symbol 

Bradford Street lot 
(Braclford Street between 
Loockerman and Reed 
Streets). Free 2-Hour Parking Monday through 
Friday. No limits on weekends. 

City lot 
(One-half block East of State Street on 
Loockerman Street). Free 2-Hour Parking 
Monday through Friday. No limits on weekends. 

Governors Avenue lot 
( Governors Avenue between Loockerman and 
Reed Streets - North side of Parki~ Lot). 
Free 2-Hour Parking Monday through Friday. No 
limits on weekends. 

Water Street lot (Water Street between 
Governors Avenue and State Street). Parking 
Meters. 

On-street parking on Bradford, Division, 
Loockennan, Governors Avenue. 
Free 2-Hour Parking Monday through Friday. No 
limits on weekends. 

Museum Parking 
(Bank and New Streets) Free Parking. 

PUBLIC RESTROOMS 
Dover City Hall, The Plaza, Loockerman Street 
Delaware State Visitors Center, 406 Federal 
Street 
State Museums, see Museums section in this 
brochure 
Dover Public Library, 45 South State Street. 

TOUR DOVER'S HISTORIC DISTRICTS. 
Enjoy walking tours of the Old Dover or 
Victorian Dover Historic Districts conducted by 
certified guides of Dover Heritage Trails, Inc. 
Tours for one person or a bus load. By . 
appointment. Call (302) 678-2040 or write to 
Box 1628, Dover, DE 19903. Fees for students, 
adults, senior citizens. Handicapped accessible. 



HISTORIC PROPERTIES AND MUSEUMS 

1. Christ Episcopal Church (1734) 
State and Water Streets 
Originally an Anglican mission, Christ 

Church has been the place of worship for a 
number of famous Delawareans including 
Nicholas Ridgely, ratifier of the United States 
Constitution. A monument to Caesar Rodney, 
signer of the Declaration of Independence, can 
be found in the graveyard. The church building 
evidences several architectural fashions of the 
last three centuries and is open daily for prayer 
and meditation. 

2. Golden Fleece Tavern Site (c. 1740) 
State Street and The Green 
Delaware was the first state to ratify the 

constitution and did so on this site on 
December 7, 1787. 

3. Kent County Court House (1874) 
The Green 
This is the third County Court House. 

Tricentennial celebrations were held in 1983. 

4. Landmark (1896) 
6 South State Street 
This Second Empire home with Italianate 

features was built by Dr. Henry Ridgely, 
physician, farmer and organizer of the 
Delaware Railroad. 

5. Legislative Hall (1932) 
Legislati'Ve Mall 
Delaware's General Assembly meets here. 

This and the other government buildings that 
line Legislative Mall are Georgian Revival. 

6. Delaware State Visitors Center and 
Sewell C. Biggs Museum of American Art 
406 Federal Street 
The Visitors Center features visitor 

information and changing exhibits. The Biggs 
Museum features regional decorative arts and 
American paintings. A Delaware State Museums 
site. 

7. Mifflin House (1885) 
2 North State Street 
The application of green serpentine stone 

makes this Queen Anne residence 
distinguished in Dover. 

8. Old State House (1792) 
The Green 
The State House is the second oldest state 

House in continuous use in the country. This 
"official state capitol" contains the Governor's 
presentation and ceremonial office and 18th 
century courtroom and legislative chambers. A 
Delaware State Museums site. "' 

9. Johnson Victrola Museum (1967) 
Bank Lane and New Street 
This museum features Delawarean, E.R. 

Johnson (founder of the Victor Talking Machine 
Company) victrolas, recordings and artists 
1901-1929. A Delaware State Museums site. 

10. Rose Cottage (1862) 
Corner of State and Reed Streets 
This Victorian Gothic cottage was built by 

Reverend Thomas B. Bradford, the namesake of 
the Victorian District north of Loockerman St. 
called Bradford City. 

11. Meeting House Galleries I & II (1790-1880) 
316 S. Go'VernorsA'Venue 
Gallery I features an exhibit on 12,000 

years of Delaware archaeology. Gallery II "Main 
Street Delaware" features exhibits on small 
town Delaware including printing presses and a 
general store. A Delaware State Museums site. 
The Presbyterian cemetery is the burial site for 
many famous Delawareans. 

12. Woodburn (1791) 
Ki~s Highway 
The official residence of the Governor of 

Delaware. Architecturally it is one of the State's 
finest houses and was a known stop on the 
Underground Railroad. A fine boxwood garden 
covers the spacious grounds. 



DOWNTOWN DOVER BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

ACCOUNTANTS 
*Mitten and Winters 
117-119 W. Loockerman Street 

ANTIQUES 
• Antiques, Art & Collectibles 
329 W.Loockerman Street 

RA. Baker Jewelry 
114 W. Loockerman Street 

*Heart Strings 
136 W. Loockerman Street 

ARMYNAVYSTORE 
*Dover Army Navy Store 
222 W. Loockerman Street 

ART GALLERIES/PICTURE FRAMING 
*Dover Art League 
102 W. Loockerman Street 

New Dimensions Frames 
& Ruyters Art Studio 
434 S. Governors Avenue 

*Raubacher Gallery 
106 S. Governors Avenue 

AUTOMOBILES. NEW/USED 
*Delaware Auto Sales, Inc. 
319 W. Division Street 

BAKERIES 
*Fleischer's Bakery 
149 S. Governors Avenue 

BANKS 
*PNC Bank 
3 The Plaza, W. Loockerman Street 

Beneficial National Bank 
Bank Lane and New Streets 

*Delaware Trust 
101 W. Loockerman Street 

*Mellon Bank 
8 W. Loockerman Street 

*Wilmington Trust 
139 S. State Street 

BARBER SHOPS 
Colonial Barber Shop 
151 S. Governors Avenue 

Wayne & Sammy's Barber Shop 
315 W. Loockerman Street 

BEAUTY SALONS AND NAIL CARE 
Agie's Hair Den 
231 W. Loockerman Street 

Ana & Co. Hair Design 
32 Loockerman Square 

Chris' Classinique Hair Studio 
119 S. Bradford Street 

Fresh Look Hair Studio 
415 W. Loockerman Street 

Head to Toe Nail Salon 
108 W. Loockerman Street 

Jackie's Ultimate Touch 
33 W. Loockerman Street 

Images Hair Styles 
135 S. Bradford Street 

Jimmy's Salon de Coiffure 
329 W. Loockerman Street 

Miriam's Hair Clinic . 
8 N. Governors Avenue 

Nubian Hair Design 
415 W. Loockerman Street 

Sadie's & Co. 
129 S. Bradford Street 

BED AND BREAKFAST 
*Inn afMeeting IJouse Square 
305 S. Governors Avenue 

BOOKS 
Book Bin 
207 W. Loockerman Street 

BRIDAL/FORMAL WEAR 
Simon's Bridal Shoppe 
215 W. Loockerman Street 

Veils & Tails 
213 W. Loockerman Street 

CLOTHING 
Ben's Mens Store and Tailor Shop 
142 W. Loockerman Street 

Beyond Basics 
207 W. Loockerman Street 

*Class, The Store for Gentlemen 
118 S. Bradford Street 

Kohri's Men's Wear 
21 W. Loockerman Street 

Simply You 
239 W. Loockerman Street 

COSMETICS 
*Merle Norman Cosmetics 
115 W. Loockerman Street 

DRY CLEANERS/LAUNDRY 
•Capitol Cleaners 
217 S. New Street 

*Harry Louie Laundry & Dry Cleaning 
129 S. Governors Avenue 

GIFf SHOPS 
*Body Sense & Delightful Gifts 
32 Loockerman Square 

*Delaware General Store-
Home of Delaware Made 
214 S. State Street 

*Beyond Dimensions 
59 S. Governors Avenue 

*Forney's Too 
140 W. Loockerman Street 

HARDWARE STORES 
*Dover Hardware 
128 W. Loockerman Street 

Larrivee Designer Hardware Center 
505 S. Governors Avenue 

JANITORIAL SUPPLIES 
*Holt Distributors Co., Inc. 
Reed & West Streets 

*Dover Jewelry & Broker 
201 W. Loockerman Street 

*Forney's Ltd. 
106 W. Loockerman Street 

NEWSSTAND 
*Dover Newsstand 
126 W. Loockerman Street 

OFFICE PRODUCTS/FUR.i""ilTURE 
•Capitol Office Products 
116 W. Loockerman Street 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
*Young's Studio 
134 W. Loockerman Street 

REAL ESTATE COMPANIES 
• Chabbott Petrosky 
Commerical Realtor Ltd. 
2 N. State Street 

Paramount Realty 
32 Loockerman Square 

Stoltz Realty 
305 S. State Stree 

*Woodburn Realty 
64 S. Kings Hwy. 

RESTAURANTS/BARS/PUBS 
Angelo's Pizza 
20 W. Loockerman Street 

Bradford Street Cafe 
150 S. Bradford Street 

C Moore's Place 
24 W. Loockerman Street 

Center City Restaurant 
154 S. Governors Avenue 

Food King 
27 W. Loockerman Street 

Junior's Bagels & Delicatessen 
154 S. State Street 

Market Sub & Steak 
210 S. Governors Avenue 

My Place Tavern 
312 W. Loockerman Street 

Irish Mikes Olde Towne Pub 
107 W. Loockerman Street 

W. T. Smithers 
140 S. State Street 

Spanky's Loockerman Street Lounge 
132 W. Loockerman Street 

•webby's Cafe 
25 W. Loockerman Street 

SHOE STORES 
*Kennett Shoes 
147 S. Governors 

SPORTS CARDS/COMICS 
Comics, Cards & Collectibles 
114 W. Loockerman Street 

Superior Comics 
214 W. Loockerman Street 

TRAVEL AGENCIES 
*Welcome Aboard Travel, Ltd. 
206 S. State Street 

• Members of Main Street Dover, Inc. 
We are sorry that, because of space limitations, 
we were not able to include all businesses in 
the Main Street Dover district. 

OTHER MAIN STREET DOVER, INC. 
MEMBERS 

John Alstadt 
B. Gary Scott Realtors 
Becker, Morgan, Moore, Olds & Richter, Inc. 
Bell Atlantic 
Bums & Ellis Realtors 
Central Delaware Chamber of Commerce 
Chesapeake Utilities 
City of Dover 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Clark 
Dee Coffey 
Davis, Bowen & Friedel, Inc. 
Delaware Petroleum Council 
Dover Art League 
Dover Arts Council 
Dover Post 
Duane, Morris & Heckscher 
First National Bank of Wyoming 
Friends of Old Dover 
GMS Enterprises 
Hardesty Insurance 
Harrington Realty, Inc. 
Ann Baker Horsey 
Rev. and Mrs. Gregory Howe 
Jackson Architects 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Johnson 
Kent County Visitors & Convention Bureau 
Mr. and Mrs. Irving Levitt 
Dr. Elizabeth Lloyd 
Nations Bank 
Parkowski, Noble & Guerke 
Prickett, Jones, Elliott, Kristol & Schnee 
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Schladen 
Schmittinger & Rodriquez, PA 
Brigitte H. Smith 
Dr. and Mrs. Reed Stewart 
Donna Stone 
Dr. and Mrs. F.A. Stratford 
Dr. J. Thomas Sturgis 
Then - Again LLC 
Mary Alice Tuttle 
Twilley, Street, Rich & Braverman, PA 
Gigi Windley 

This brochure paid for by a grant from 
the Small Business Development Center 

• 
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S~ ll)tWU Alxud DOVER 
AREA: 

Dover has an area of 1200 acres within the corporate 

city limits. 

CLIMATE: 
Average summer temperature about 76; coldest part of 

winter about 34. Annual rainfall averages 43 inches. The 
normal growing season is approximately 187 days. We do 
not experience cyclones, floods, blizzards or earthquakes. 

GOVERNMENT: 

Dover is governed by a Mayor and Council elected bi
ennially and it employs a City Manager for business ad
ministration. 

TRANSPORTATION: 

If motoring by car, Delaware offers the best in highways 

connecting New Jersey and the metropolitan areas by the 

Delaware Memorial Bridge, and the U.S. Capitol and south
ern areas by the Chesapeake Bridge. 

By Bus: Red Star, Greyhound, Short Line. 

By Train: Pennsylvania Railroad, Delmarva Division. 

By Plane: Allegheny Airlines, (passenger, mail, freight). 

By Truck: Three truck lines with connecting carrier 

service. 

INDUSTRIES: 

Manufacturing concerns in Dover employ approximately 

3,000 men and women. Products manufactured include be
verages, building materials, boned chicken, concrete products, 
compressed gas, dairy products, ice, ice cream, latex products, 

fats, gravel and ready-mix concrete. 

FIRE PROTECTION: 

There is a volunteer fire system with SO active members 

and a total membership of 100 ... having the total of nine 
pieces of equipment. 

ORGANIZATIONS: 

Alpha Kappa Alpha; AAUW; Amer. Legion and Aux.; 
Aviation Club; Beta Sigma Phi; Beth Sholom; Blessed Vir
gin Sodality; Capital City; Capital Grange; Century; Cham
ber of Commerce; Del. Vets & Aux.; Dover BPW; Eastern 
Star; BPO Elks & Aux.; Holy Name Society; IOOF; Jr. 
Board of Kent Gen. Hospital; Jay Cees; Kiwanis; Lions; 
Rotary; Soroptimist; VFW & Aux.; Women's Aux. of Kent 
Gen. Hosp.; YMCA; Library maintained by Library Comm., 

13,434 volumes ; Optomist; PT A. 



DOVER - The Capital City of the First State 

1 within corporate limits, estimated ···················--·············-··-·--·-················ ·········································- - ····-······················ 7,000 
60,000 

$497,149 
9,217 

145 
$913,210 

---------- $43,226,000 

popula tion -----···········-·······-·······---------- -----
ceipts, 1955 ·-··-····-····-· ----·-···-····-··· ··-···-··---···-··------ --------·-·-·---· 
s in service, March 31, 1957 (Dover Exchange) ........................................................................................................................... . 

of Comm erce M emb ersh ip ···-·-····- .....• ···-··-·-···- ·-···---··· 
ll Loan Companies Assets, June 30, 1956 -·····-··-··-······•-·•·--------
ources Dover Banks, June 30, 1956 ______ _ 

1eters in service, June 30, 1956 ····-------- ---- - - ------------------ 

·s in service, J un e 30, 1956 ··-·········· - ········----·········-·---·-········ .. --
'100! Enrollmen t, 1956-57 
·hite 
~gro 

Enrollment, June 30, 1956 
· esley J un ior College 

elaware S ta te College ··········-·········-····-··----

Dover 
2,693 

797 

Kent County 
7,611 
1,892 

Parochial 
400 

es of a ll denominations, es timated total membership ···· ·······------- ···········•······-·········-·-·---············- ·· 
Picture T heatres, total sea ting capacity _______________ - ------- ········-······-

VITAL STATISTICS - 1955 

White Negro Total 
162 73 235 

County 1112 300 1412 
: 
County ------------- 353 112 465 

BONDED INDEBTEDNESS AS OF JULY I, 1956 

JO-Serial bonds maturing $100,000.00 per year. 

6,500 
1,700 

208 
240 

3,980 
1,500 

>wns its Electric Light, Water Plant and Sewage Disposal Plant, and no extra charge for garbage collection in city limits. 

iwns: One Recreation Center (building and playground) and helps to maintain others. 

KENT COUNTY -The Fertile Agricultural Section of Delaware 
Dover is the Capital of Delaware and County Seat for Kent County 

1 Kent County (1956 Census) estimated - - ------------··--···-·-------------

ASSESSED VALUATION 

40,000 

56 ···············-·- ···-·······-············-- ---------····-··-···················Real Estate $18,923,000 Poll Tax $ 1,299,600 

nty, July 1, 1955 • June 30, 1956 ·-·-···-··----------------- - ------ $73,196,762 

AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATION, 1956 - KENT COUNTY 

_____ _ 24,118 Trailers ________ 3,154 Motorcycles 

al 6,992 Tractors 84 Farm Trucks 
101 

-------- 1,325 
TOTALS -·---···-·--···--

TAX RATE CITY, COUNTY, STATE - 1956 35,774 

rate ____________________ $ .90 on Real Estate plus $3.60 Capitation over 21 years of age 

ool tax $ .40 plus $7.00 Capitation per person over 21 years 

,x rate $ .SO plus $1.25 Capitation per person over 21 years 

,anal property tax ....... NONE 
estate tax .... .NONE 

:iline tax -·····-·······--·······------- - - --- ·----- ------ ----··-············$ .OS oer gallon 
and Cigar tax but NO other Sales Tax Revenue 
has NO Corporation Income Tax 
of Delaware assesses no taxes against manufacturers. They are required to take a State license, the fee for which 1s 

40th of 1 % of gross receipts. 

information was gathered from sources we believe reliable; it ia not guaranteed. 

DOVER AIR FORCE BASE : 

Dover Air Force Base is 011e of the chain of Military 
Air Transport bases on th e E as t coast. It is growing to be 
one of th e greates t cargo-handling airports in the world. 

HOSPITAL: 

The Kent General Hospital, has a 100 bed capacity. There 
are 21 physicians and 3 surgeons on the staff. The recently 
opened new wing has 3 operating rooms, 2 delivery rooms 
and contains the newest and best equipment and protection 
.available. 

POLICE PROTECTION: 

Police protection is supplied by the municipality, there 
being a total of 18 on the police force, including 2 desk clerks. 

COUNTRY CLUB: 

Maple Dale Country Club. 9-hole golf course on 18-hole 
plan. 

RADIO STATIONS: 

WDOV-(1410 KC), 1,000 watts. 
WKEN-(1600 KC), 500 watts. 

NEWSPAPERS: 

Daily: Delaware State News. Circulation 8,520. 
Weekly: The Dover Index. Circulation 655. 

HISTORIC DOVER: 

Created by Order of William Penn, 1683 

State House: Second oldest in America, still in use. Here 
Delaware ratified the Federal Constitution December 7 1878 
the first State to enter the Union. Since 1777 Dov:r ha~ 
been the State capital. 

Hall of Records: Repository of the Public Archives of 
Delaware. Outstanding documents include the original Royal 
Grant from King Charles II, to his brother, James Duke of 
York, in 1682, and subsequent grants from Duke of York to 
vVilliam Penn, in 1682, for the territories on-the-Delaware; 
William Penn's order for the laying out of Dover in 1683. 

Legislative Hall: Built after a Colonial pattern contains 
many interesting architectural features and valuable eigh
teenth century portraits. Chambers of State Senate, House 
of Representatives, and offices of the Governor and Secre
tary of State. 

The Dover Green: Laid out 1717 in accordance with 
William Penn's order of 1683. Here the early markets, fairs 
and slave markets were held. Throughout Delaware history, 
The Dover . Green has been the background for many im
portant episodes. 

"Dover Days": Held annually the first Saturday and 
Sunday in May under the auspices of the FRIENDS OF 
OLD DOVER, visitors are welcome to tour open houses and 
gardens, and see our ancient documents and loan collections. 
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Duck Creek and Midpillion, and one for each of the 
other hundredij, Little Creek an<l St. Jones. 

An am endment February U, 17!:Jli, prnl'ided that• 
every freeman over twenty•one years of age shall be 
rated, in addition to his amount of other tax. 

An amendment January 19, 1797, authorizes the 
eourt to raise money to maintain th e poor and build 
poor-houses, for laying out and repairing, amending 
and erecting bridges, causeways and public roa<lB. 

The Le,·y Court records of Kent Co unty are not 
to be found in continuous record until 1851. A few 
of the members are here given : 

John :Mui 1111. .... .. ....... .... ....... 1708 l\lH.jor An•l<'I 11on ..... ........... .. 17flk 

John PIC'uanton ....... ........... 17!.18 Jomt.tlutn Jlun11. ............. ...... 17!1R 

Jubu !-ltewnrt .......... : ... ... ... .... 17Htl I Cfllt:l, Sipple ... .. ... .. .. ,, .. .. .. ..... 1798 
Nin1rod 3faxweJl ..... ............ . 17\18 Dcnj1,unin Burro~s .............. 1798 

The following list is from the Levy Court records. 
The members in office in 1851 were as follvws: 

John Dell ............................. llt'>l t James Longfollow .. ...... .. .. ..... 18,:il 

WllllRm Colllu, .................. .. 18.51 John J1011kl11tt .... .... .. ......... ... 18!,l 

James Knight......... .. .. .. ..... 1851 Jolin Tl1 0111~11 .. ..... ............. l X.'.:i l 
S.1mucl )kGonignl. .... .... ... .. . 1851 John Rey uoltlH ... .... ....... ..... .. lBGl 
Dani•! Geurgo ..................... 1851 

From this date the names of the membei's elected 
every two years are given. 

Honry Pratt ........ ................. 1803 
Phllt,mon C. f!nrter ............ .. . 185:1 
Thon, .. H. Mcilvain• .......... 18.53 
Wm. II. Powell .. . ............... ... 1853 
John B. Dell. ........................ 1855 
John t;aton ...... .. ........... ....... 1865 
Androw N. Harper ...... .!!..l.•.~~· ... IMU 

·chu. M. Whnrton ................ 1855 
Clement L. Sharp .................. 185[1 
John C. Penn•wtll ............... 11157 
Ambrooe llroad•wny ......... ..... 1R57 
WIiliam C. Drowu ............ ..... 18~7 
Llewellyn Tl1arp .................. 1s· 7 
John M. Vo,holl ............ ...... 1850 
T~om .. 11. Denny ................. 185n 
John SIRy ................... ......... tsr,n 
S. M. Colllne .................... .... 185!1 
Roberl UIII .... ................. .. .. .. JBr.J 
Thoma., P .. tle, ..................... IBOJ 
Wm. 8l•y ............. ............... 18GI 
Robert W. Reynoldo .............. 1861 
John Boolh .... ................. ..... 1~61 
St•phen M. Colllns ............... 18r.3 
H•nry Pmtl ............... .......... 18fo3 
Wm. Duhamet.. .......... ..... .... 1803 
John M. Yoohcll ................... 18G.1 
DllYld B. W lido ............ ...... ... 1 Bf,5 
\Vm. Duh11mel.. .... ....... .... .... 1865 
Jamea D. J{lmmey ................ 1865 
Richnbell All•t..ml ............... 1S05 

!Coe ...... ..... .. .. ...... 18R.", 

·unn .. . . ............... 1811.S 
·ice ....... , .......... 1867 

,ioro .............. 1867 
.................. 1867 
"ll .. . ... . .. ...... 1867 

.......... ..... 1809 
............ 1869 

.......... 1869 
.. ...... 1sr.11 
........ ]869 

J)AYi<I RceH ... .................. .... 1871 
Wm. II. Hoboon .. .... ............ .1871 
Jamf'.i " 'illluuu, ............ . ....... 1871 
John 8. llerrlnglon .............. . 1871 
Chnrleo H. Roglster ............... 1873 
Wm. G. Poelleo .................... 1873 
George H . Glldor111euv• .... ..... . 1873 
Jumte l{ . Bornat<le ...... ........ . 1873 
Wm. L. )lorten ................. ... 1873 
NMh•nlel H. Griffln ............ .. 18;5 
Hen ry M. llow ........ .... . .. .. ... 1870 
Philttmou Scotten ................. H<7:; 
Jamee 'A. Atarlln .................. 1875 
Jo.ieph Mo01·• ...... .......... ....... 1B;7 
Ezekiel C. ••razier .... . ............ 1877 
John 11-rrlngton ................. 1877 
Z•huluu Hopkluo .................. 1877 
Charles 11. Regloter .............. 1877 
Peter E. Lowber ............ ..... 187U 
Daniel V. Hutchino ............... 187!1 
SIi•• T. Jenkluo .. . ........... .... .. 1870 
Uavld S. Wlldo ..................... 1870 
John Forrell ........................ 1881 
George W. C'olll111 ................. J88l 
Jooeph S. Durcheu•l.. ........... . 1881 
John I'. Curll• ..................... 1881 
Pelor K . )!eredlth ................. 18•1 
D. M. Cluud, ........................ 181!3 
ll. C. Cubbage ............. ...... .... 1883 
J. W. Kirby ....... . ............... 18•3 
D. s. Wllde ..... ............... ...... . lSBa 
John F,rrcll ............... ... .... 1~85 
Wm .. Flsher ............. ... ......... ISM 
Poler K . Meredith ............... 1886 
Charles C. ea.,, ................... !RB(, 
Ja,;ub S. Gr•h•rn ........ .......... 188."> 
'l'homM A. Ree• .................... 1887 
David M. Clo11d1 ... , ............... l887 
Hezekluh Ma.,len ........ ......... 1887 
Cbarle1 C. Cue ..................... 1887 

1¼-emurer,. 
b., 17H I Jlel\J. Vlulng ....... ........... ...... 177.f. 

Wm . . lordan ......................... 1780 
700-70 John Banlng ........................ 178' 

J oseph Taylor ....................... 1;88 John ll. Yoshe:11 ....... ....... .. ... H·G~, 
F.benezcr BIHl'k ititon ... ... 11:17-18011 Hobert WIIBOu ..................... . 1,_;t 
Gid<:un t ulle11 ..................... l~IJ!J \Vm. C. Brriwn ............... .. .... 1,-.7:; 
,vm. l~l'ith .......................... U~5:J Tltornl\.~ JI . f>orrrnm .. ........... U•';'f, 
G('orgo M. '.\fnrdon, .............. lM!i."', Wm J.;. lf•ll ....................... J;.7 
\\'m , Suttcrfteld ... .. ............. ... 1~:;7 Jtenj . f'. ('ulJUngc ...... .. ...... .... 1F.i7il 
\\'111 . ~1tttNlleM ... ... .............. ,l~Mt Dtt.YicJ Rees .. ........... ...... ....... }/o!J,i} 

ll c11ry \Vhitukc·r .................. lt-ifll Jumee fl. l'uwull. ..... ... . ....... H•>-:~ 
:tfotlin tft1.rri11gl c.,11 .......... . . . .. l8ti:! Eben ll11p:li c11 ....... .. .. ... ... ...... }~~.:, 
Whilely II'. )lertdith ........ .... 1665 \\'m. J< , UickliCJII ....... .... .... ... Hii-1 
A. J. \\'ll su 11 ........................ H<G7 

CHAPTER LV. 

DOVER. 

THE town of Dover enjoyij the distinction of ha,·
ing been projected by William Penn, the next year 
after his arrival in this country, although it was not 
laid ont urJtil 1717. The settlements in 1,683 were 
mostly along t.~e streams, and "Towne Point," near 
the mouth of St . .Jones' Creek, was the place where the 
courts were held, but, as settlement in the interior 
was rapidly increasing, Penn conceived the idea of 
creating a town for a county-seat for St-. Jones' 
County (Kent) and on the 11th of the Sixth llfonth 
(August), 1683, he issued a warrant authorizing the 
surveyor to Jay out, for the Governor, a town to be 
called" Dover," a copy ofwhieh is here given: 
11 lVi/lianJ Pe11n 1 Pro1,rielary tf: Grn·ernor of ye Pl·ot1Snre of Pt11milv11nii, ,l-

11e Terrilori~• tl1n-t1Julo belrmging. 
.. 1 du herP.Uy order thee to lny out, or rauae to IJe 1Ryd o\lt, fn yo hrnJ 

appointed for ye tf)wn of Dover, In ye county or Keot 1 on~ hlglJ etrett 
one humlred and ftfty feet wide, and two back ■tneta ea.ch elxty-aix (ett 
broad, to run rrom ye water aide throughout, and one croa ■treet one 
J,undred and fifty r•ot hrond wh•re Y• high road cr-•lh Y• oald Town 
laud, & to lay ont ye Lotti In ye ad Town 10 BB each lllilY contain one 
a.en, ilntl a lmlr or land, to gr1rnt to ilDY peraon, upon application to thl"e 
for a. Lott, oue Lott In ye It.I 'J'own, th~y l,ulldiog forthw1h oo ye 1ame 
&:: pat.ying unto me III R Ground Jtent y~arly one bu1bel or cood "·intn 
wheat or four 1hllll11191 &:c. 

"I do alao order y• Y• Court Houoe and Prl110n be built in ye Cl'<!OI 

otreel or Y• ad Town. Giron RI Philadolphla ye 1t•b or ye ftlb mo., 168a. 
11 ,v" . PE1t.N'. 

"To WJLLJAM CLARKE, 
11 Sur\'e,ror o( ye couotlea or J<ent and tluMex.11 

Endorsed a11 follows,-
11 'J'he Govern' Wttr't t.o IAy out the Town Lott■ and Streets In the Town 

of Dover, Kent Cou,nty." 

On the ijame date William Penn issued the follow
ing warrant: 

11 TbCN are to wHI and require thee forthwith to lay ~nt or arnae to be 
layd out one or ye coro111rs or ye Cl'ON 1tre,t.a to ye towne or Do,·er1 tn ye 
conuty or Kent, containing eight Lott• for my own nae, and 1111,kt, returns 
thtrwf Into my 8ecretary 11 office.,, 

In the .warrants issued by Pel!,n during the yearR 
1688-84 he provided that the quit-rent~ on land in 
t.his \'ieinity be paid at the "town of Dover." It was 
not at once laid out, probably owing to other business 
of moment in lhe province. The history of the county 
seRt and courts of Kent County contain an account 
of the trouble in locating the town, but upon the de
cision of th!! justices that it be upon the land of Wil
liam Southebee, all controversy ceased. The two hun
dred acres of land p~rchased in 1694, was part of a 
larger tract called "Brothen' Portion," containing 
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('igh t hnmlrecl :,cres , 11 hieh John nncl Hiehnrtl \\'alker 

took up under a warrnnt in lii:30. On th e :!0th of 

Feliruari·, l1i8:!-8:l, thl-y purchased the Indian right 

of this tract of Chri~tian, a/i,rn l'et11g11g11e, owner 11t' 

all the lnnd between tin, ..\[urthcr Kill and l>u ck 

( 'reek, for till' ('<' match-,·11ats, twelve bottles of cl rink 

anti four h:rn,lfnlH 11f powd er. ( >11 the lGth of Feb

rnary, 1<iX-l, John \\'alker, then sole owner, sold the 

whol e tract to William ~oulh ebee, of Philadelphia. 

It mny i>,· well ht,re tu state that John "\Vnlk er ancl 

\\'illi a 111 ~outh(·li ('e were b11th member;; of P enn's 

t '1111n(·il from Kent County, ancl after the sale of nll 

this lan,l liy :-- r,ntbc·li eL·, he removed tu l'hilat! elphin 

and hL•came a mcmli cr of th e Coun cil from that 

l'IIUnty, 
Richard Wil son and \\'illinm ..\[orton were author

ized to p11rd1a~e two hunrlred a<"re,ot'\\'illiam f.;outhe-

1,ee, wliich Wilson Lnught ~CJ\ em her 2:l, lfi \1-!, for 

twcnty-fiyp pound s, and on the -!th of February fol

lowing, conY cyecl it to the ('(1unty of K ent. It- waR a 

tract one hundred perches on D01·er l{iver by three 

humlrell and twenty perches we8twurd . The r.ourt

hou~e was huilt about HH>7 wh ere the present court

house stands . At that time thC're was no village or 

settlement of consid erable proportions in the limits of 

Kent County, and the iuhabit1rnts, realizing the ne· 

cessity of making the place where the courti, were 

held of some importance and conven ie nce, also for 

the transaction of oth er businC'ss tha n the publil', 

united in th e year Ui\19 in a petition to the Council 

at Philadelphia, which was read uefore that body 

..\Iny 15th. John Curtil! and f+riflith Jones, residents 

of the colH1'liy, were members of the Coun cil, and 

.John Walker, Thomas Bedwell,~111nud Burberry and 

John Bradshaw, of the Assembly, were alKo residents 

of Kent. The petition set forth-

" l11 a t y ms [wlit'i-<'M] there is n. Cf'l 'tni11 peecc ur lonll in ye sd County of 

two liunrlrecl R.crc;,, v11 th e sou th si,Io vf dover rh·er n et'r the bridge in 

Lhe K i11g·s Roud1 upon whi ch tllCl coutt •hoturn IHJ W ~tands, wch ye sd 

Inhabitan~ Latt'lc.:c pchru!(•ll from Wm. R() uthel,er for the puhlick use of 

the ad County i a 11d ynu.t [wher:a~} ye !kl Ll\od bl!i11g conveuiN1tly 

~ccum o<bted in ttll rc.·1ptc l f!I fur _ye gu•xl aud bent-flt yrof, au<l it l.eing 

highleo ntce~Lry thtt.t R tow11 ~hip1 with rtll other prh·ll egee and LeueHtts, 

be erect1td nn<l cstaLlh,hed fur the good of thu soid cuunty, with fairs e.lt 

co1ne11itmt tim t-s, ,\: c. , ttml the sd LR111l IJoing convcnientlle eituote<l for 

ye p11 rpui;1• ; aJHI y r fur Rt-t111eatlng yt ye lld Land m1ty be from l1 e11 ceforth 

t:r(•1.:te<l into a tuw11 ."1 liip aud c11.lh!<l Ly th e unme uf CRnterlJurry, & tlrn,t 

they have a fnir yri11 (therein] twice a. yt-ar, aml thRt the same may !Jo 

laid out irito Lotte, IL t:omt,11 tlnd marke t place.\ nH the c0110ty court nnll 

Grau<I Jury , l1 a ll orJn un1I RJ)l)l.l lfll, \\ Ith 1trcel.8 Aud publlck Laodlngt,, 

..t: )'II fre,-huhlcrw of the 1id nu111tie mHy ha ve thHJr Lo tt• 1,rvportion.able 

to wha.t they 11 1:t ,·o JM\IJ tu"·,u ds Ill, onfl thnt whnt.1vUvor e l&e ,nay l;a 

nen 'J- and cu nnnleut f1Jr Y" good u1nl berrn f\t yrof niay bu ldt to tho 
court a.n,J gm nd Jurle, fro lll 1ilm 1 to tlmr , n.H ye baUlC 1hall 00 n l'e<lful to 

be tlonr. " 

Th e petition nnrl ii.II its proviHions were granted 

except the name, which 11·a8 declgred to be called 

"Dover" after the 20th of June next ( 16!)9). 

The recordH of the court of Kent County are not to 

be found; therefore the action of the grand jury or 

the court is not known . It is evident that even with 

the approval of the Council, the town Wllll not laid 

out for Heveral yeal'I! after. It has not been ascPr

tained whethtr faira were held. James .Uaxwell's 

tavern, where the courts were formerly held, was not 

very far away, John Walker, who originally O'iYned 

the la1Hl on which Dover was laid out, also kept Rn 

ordinary on his other land. Certainly no title w11s 

in any of the two hundred acreR bought for the county 

of Kent . It is evident that from the time of till' an

swer to the petition, the pince liecnmc known 11s 

DoYer, for in the act of assembly passed in 1717, 

before it was yet laid out, the plal'c is mention ed ns 

being commonly called the town of Dover. Early in 

the term of Hir William Keith a~ Governor of Penn

sylrnnin and the prnvincei! in 1717, an act passed the 

As~emhly of th e three lower counties appointing per

sons to lay out the land in lots and streets adjoining 

to the court-house in Kent County, and to sell the 

lots. The preamble recites: 
11 Nothing being or nioro com1cq11cncc to 1\ conn try th trn the impron"

mc nt the reof by the ncldltion of t t udesme11 1 11ml otlaH-s, in such n11:us11ru 

u,t may not be nf grei\t ~xpe nce to tl10 Jh.· W aeUlcnt; Tbnefore Lo it t-n

n<: tell1 11 elc. 

Section 1 provided 

"thRt it PJmll nntl mny lie 1,.wful, nu<l it h• lw rc lJy nmdo Jnwful1 for Deu

Jarnin Shurr11cr, " "ill lum Brinkloe am1 Hic hurd Uichnn:l!!o n, orllny two or 
lhc>rn 1 to 1111n'C'Y anti lny out into lo tr1- I\ certain tract uf 111ml In tlu, cuunty 

u r Kt• nt, ndjo ining to 1hu ro11rt-houoe of lo"lhl county, nnd J1t1rcl1R1•etl Ly 

the 1woph, tl1 ereuf u 11tl con1m c,11ly cnll t•1 l tl1 u town o f n un •r ln 111ch 

meOJ1111·~8Rnd l'roporliona ns tu Lh t·m 1i11R ll 1JPe111 meet nurl t'on,·cnit" nl, nnd 

IJu.• bal ll lots -l!U ,mno)"ed rui ◄ l ln itl unt Bl'l nfort•snid, tu dl@t:>080 of nml ~ell 
tu tmt:h vc nons 1lB are willin"' tu purchase nnd lmy. • • . 

11 Sec. 4. 'flint t11 c Huifl imrrny trnd Kll ulm tm t ,rntl lay Ing ont llht1.1l Le 

finished o.nd cumplt:nted Rt or lic fure tho tau th do.y o f )lurc h next. " 

The commissioners laid out the town-plot one hun

dred perches wide, the width of the tract, and two 

hundred perches westward, embracing one hundred 

and twenty-five acres, leaving seventy-five acres on 

the west end of the tract. The King's Road, leading 

from Philadelphia southward to Lewes, passed 

through the plot and is the present Main Street. 

At right angles with this road is another road or 

street, which is mentioned in early deeds as Long 

Street, was located, extending from Dover River west

ward, passing in front of the rei!idence of Hon. John A. 
Nicholson, the court-house, office of the Delawarean 

and the residence of Chief Justice Comegys. 

At th e intersection of these two roads a square was 

laid out, twenty-two perches on each side, exclusive 

of the roads, Penn in his instructions directed that 

the court-house be built at the intersection of the 

two main Mtreets, and the commissioners, in laying 

out the town, laid the Long Street in such a way that 

the court-house occupied that position, and it Willi in 

thll southeast quarter of the Public Square, where the 

present court-house now stands. Two other public 

lots were laid out, one called " Church Square," the 

other" Meeting-House Square." 
lt will be noticed that Lhe town-plot was to be com

pleted by bfarch, 1718, and it evidently was at that time 

or soon afler that the plot was made one hundred by 

two hundred perches, leaving about seventy-five acres 

to the we11tward not laid out, On the 13th of May, 

1718, John Mifflin bought of the commissioners sixty

nine acres of thi11 tract, which, after pW!sing through 

Meveral owners, on July, 1748, with some other land 

adjoining, came to Nicholas Ridgely, whose descend

ants still own it, It is known as the Ridgely farm. 
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Ephraim Emer,on purchased the remaining portion 
of the tract outside of the town-plot as laid out. Un 
August 7, 1718, Richard Richardson, one of the co111-
missioner1, purchased a lot "beginning at the north
west corner of a square laid out by the authority 
aforesaid and designed as a place for a court-house 
and other public services for the use of the said County 
of Kent, and running thence cas t by north ele\'en 
perches to the corner laid ,,ut fut a st.reet, and also 
for the King's road ; thence north :uHl by west along 
the western side of the same street seventeen and a 
half perches to a stake; thence west and by HOnth 
twenty-eight and a half perche~ to a stake i thence 
south and by e11st twenty-eight and a half pel'ches 
to a stake in the 1ine of another space laid out fol' a 
street, proceeding from Dover Creek through the 
body of the said trnct; th ence down the side of the 
said street east and by uorth seventeen and a half 
perches to the we;tern side of the said square; thence 
north by west eleven perches to the place of begin
ning." 

In this description the square i8 men tionecl n,; laid out 
"and designed as a place for a Court-House and other 
public services for the use of the said Conn ty of K ent," 
and that the Janel purchased by Mr. Richarcl8on- is 
eleven perches on the uorth nnd west sides of the 
11quare ; that his south line extends to" another spaee 
laid ou~for--a-st-reet-,---1H"ooeeding from DO\·er Creek 
through the body of the tract," which clearly pro1·es 
that the street, Wl originally designed in the plot, ran 

• from Dover Creek in front of the presen't court-house, 
through the tragt westward, and 011 the south 8ide of 
the present Public Square. 

On the day of Commi~sioner Richardson's pur
chase, Absalom Cuff, of Saulsbury (now Duck Creek), 
bought a lot contnining thirteen acres at " the south
ern end" of the town, and on the Hlth of August the 
same year Samuel Greenwood purchased thirteen and 
eight-tenth acres of land on the s11uthern side. and 
westem end of the town-plot. The names of John 
Hefflin and Ephraim EmerdOll 11re mentionell as own
ing lots adjoining Absalom Cufl; which were probably 
purchased the same day, but they are not of record, 

In several deeds made to Benjamin Shmmer, May 
20, 1719, by which he bought the lots of Ahsalom 
Cuff, Samuel Greenwood, Ephruim Emerson, and later 
the sixty-nine acres of John l\Iitltin, mention is 
made of the land 1\8 lying along Long Street, laid 
out from Dover Creek through the body of the town 
land, the land and lots all lying south of Long StreP.t. 
Mention is made in several other eal'ly deed:1 of Long 
Street, having reference indisputably to the Street 
that was abandoned about 1 i22 when the court-house 
lol was sold to John Lindsay. 

No. other deeds are recorded until February 12, 
1722, Wilen Joh.n Lindsay purchased of the commis
sioners a lot of land '' whereon the old court-h11use 
now stands," and which ut the time of sale w11s in 
his pos@eSRion. The lot is <leseribecl us "beginning 
at a stake at the corner of the now court-house green, 

and running thence cast by north , ,,,,, : ihe line of 
the said green twenty-se1·en pen·J,, ' · · ,other l'or
ncr po~t; thence south by east t1l'(•i /" '' , 1 L'"; thcn,·e 
west by south twenty-sen~n perch , .s 1, , .ine of 1l1c 
east by north side of the chief ,11 ,.,. · ,, Lim t,iw11 
called King Street; th eucc north I,: 11 ·' along the 
liue of said street to th e Jilace of beginning" laid out 
for tll'o acres of ground. 

It is evide11t frnm the ~ale of tlii:, •tlUtrter of th,, 
square thnt the original idea of the public sq uare wa,; 
aliando11c<l, as the sale of thiM lot und nn ad<li1i,,11al 

. perch on the south si,le clisposc,l of the whole of it. 
The s,ptare was doubtl ess intl'11clcd to be nearly in 
the middle of the town, hut the d1n11gc rnahs the 
bloek fr<Jlll the present square to \Valer :--trl'l't, nt·arly 
as large, again as from the SlJ nare to X orlh SI reet. The 
street mentioned in the Richardson dee1l is founrl e11-
tirely closed a few years later as far a,; running thmugh 
the town is concerned hy the sale of the lot, nu11· 
owned by the State, by the commissio110rs south of the 
8tate-Hou8e. It was s,,Jd :i\Iareh 12, 1 i:!!I , to Francis 
Rkhar<bon, ,i'f which more he~ca/'tt>r. 

The next purcha~er after John Limlsn~· ll'Hs 
Thomas ,veils, of ~IurtlH•rkill, who 1111 February lli. 
172-1, buught two lots; one on the north ,i,!c of 
Church S,1uare, the other on Xorth Strret, eaeh c,,u
taining one ncre. < ln the rnth of Fel,runr~- he pur
chnsed two more lots; one being };°o. :~:!, on whil'h 
the--Cap!lal Hotel 11011·,;tli1hls, lirnr Jll'l'chcs on the 
square and extending along King :O::trect tu x .. rth 
Street. The other lot was nn Xorlh :-;trcet eight 
perch e8, and 1111 Ea~l ~treet fourteen perch es. 

On August l:?, 1727, John Bell bought a lot on Iliirh 
Street, fourteen by twent~·-two perch es on the ,outh· 
ea~t side ofChurch ()Ieeting-Houst') :-:i,1uare ,·ontai11-
ing two acre~ . .Fehruary 12, li:!\1,1 Thomas Tarrant 
bought tll'o lots, one of which wa~ Xo. 31 on tl11• 
north side of the l'ourt-hou,e Square, adjoining a lot 
of Charles Hillyard on the east and 1111 the west, a lot 
"designe,I for All(lrew Hn111ilto11," S<>l'l'llly-se1·,•11 it'd 
by two hundred and thirty-one' feet, l'Xlcmling _to 
Xurth Street. The other lot was on Xorth am! lli;d1 
Strnet~, fourteen by eighteen perehl's. 

On November 12, 172\1, Franci~ Richardson, of 
Philadelphia, wlw was a largc__laml-oll'ncr iu Kent 
County, purchase<! lot No. 2,;, fronting on the cast 
side nf the publk s,p1are one hun1lrcd and ten fed, 
111HI extending tllfl'e hundre1l and ~ixty-threc feet 
eastward to EaRt StrCl't. This lot tah~ up the strl'et 
laid out originally frciin D,,re"i' Cre(•k wl•~twanl. The 
s,nuh line wns irregular and joined the Linsey or 
Linrlsny lot, and on the north line wa~ nlsu irrq;-ular, 
118 lot 8-!, ninety-seren foet in depth, on which the 
State-hou~c now stanrl8, wns 1rnrt of th e original lot 
Xo. ~G. This lot Xu. :l-! was el'i<lently in the S<'cond 
laying out ol' the town resnved fnr tht1 court-hou~e. 
Lot 33, on which the ollice building now ,-t:1ml,, was 

l 'l'lw dnlo~ llL'i"t! ~j\·p11 1ll't' 1h1! (' ~ of 1h1 l'1! :. It i~ O\'hh•nt frvm tlwm 
thnt .-\t'lkh.•:,; uf Agroo11w11t 111111 bl'l'II 111nil1• prh1r us ll·fort•ll<'l' i~ 11uulo 
tl1erctu. 
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originally pRl't of lot No. '27, nnd wnM n)Ho ninety-Heven 
feet in depth. In the map made liy Tholllns "Noxon 
in li40, Ko. 3! is 11rnrkcd as court-house, and Xo. ;j;\ 

as "!lice. 
Frnncis Richnrcbou on Xovemlier 12, 172(), a)~() 

bought three nucl one-half ricres of lnml in the Town 
l'lot lying on the east side of East 8trcet, opposite 
the south corner of his otln•r purcl111sc; thence 
along East. Street len and one-half perchl's; t.hcncc 
east by south fifty-four µcrches to the bnck of Dorer 
Hirer; down the salllc ten and one-half perches; 
thence west by sonth to beginning. 

August 12, li:W, Waitman 8ipplc am\ Joseph 
Booth, Jr., receh·ed n Jccd for twu lot& on the south 
side of Water 8treet, forty perches by one hundr<'<l 
and thirty-two perches containing, two nncs, called 
"Elinor's Dowry." 

The same day Charles Hillyard received deedH 
for two lots, one of which began "at the north-west
erly corner of the prison in the Court-House Squnrc, 
thence thirty feet west along the squa,e to fhe lot of 
Thonrn,i Tarrant, No, 31; thence north to North 
Street, along line of said street, east hy north sixty
six feet to corner betwixt North and High Streets; 1 

thence along we~t sitle or-H1gll Street, south liy east 
forty feet to a corner of prison lot; thence Rlong 
lower line, west by south thirty-six feet to corner of 
said lot; thence south by east by the line thereof to 
beginning." 

Th~ other lot began on the southeasterly copier of 
High Street, where it intersects the line of South 
Street; along the line of the street east by north 
twelve perches to corner on South Street ; thence 
north by west twenty-two perches to corner; thence 
west by south twelve perches to corner on High 
Street; along the street twenty-two perches to begin
ning line, and for two hundred and sixty-six square 
perches. August 16 following he also bought a lot 
beginning at western side of High Street and the 
northern ~ide of the.Church Square (Meeting House 
Square); along High Street three perches; thence 
west by south twelve perches; south by east to cor
ner of the square, three perches and along the square 
to beginning, containing twenty squllre perches. 

On the 10th of November, l729, David Rees 
bought a lot on King Street, sixty-six feet south 
by east of John, south of Bell's lot, formerly the 
Court-House fot and Linsey lot, fifty-three feet front 
by twelve perches deep. On April 10 the next year 
he bought the lot. Routh, si:1'ty_-six by one hundred 
and twenty-nine feet extentling t~ Water Street, and 
on the 14th of May following he bought a lot nine 
by fourteen perches, containing one hundred and 
twenty-eight square perches lying on the west side of 
High Street at the intersection of South Street. The 
house now owned and occupied by Mrs. Thomas G. 
Murphy stands on tb~_J9!, The house i!I solid, sub-

1 Thlt ~locrnpancy con not be reconclled, •• by oil know11 11l01• lllgh 
Street wna on tho wcl!lt 1ldu or the town. 

stantial, and built many year~ ago. ~kKi111111ey 
Smack kept a tavern in this house at one time. 

011 i\Iay 13, 1,311, Robert Bohannon pnrl'hrtsed two 
lots, ,me 011 the ll'l'St 8idc of' King StrePt, atljoinin!! a 
lot of Charll'H Hillyard; thl'• other wl'st from tlw 
~l<'cting-Home Si[U!lre to Wl'~t Street, eighty f'!'ct by 
twcnty-sc1·cn perclll's, J le wns one of the f ◄ lt111dcrs 

nf the l'n,shytcrian chn rch and one of the> fir.it tl'lls
tt•es. Daniel and Nirl Jlooks p:1ch bought lots, the 
dced::1 hearing date ~la~· 1 :!, l 7au, lying on the II est 
side of Kini!; ::iLrcct. 

Thr same t!ate ,Joseph Booth, Jr., purl'ha,-r,! two 
JotH at the corner of High and ,vater Strct•ts, now 
the property of l'homas Urnpl' r and ~[rs. Sluart. 

The first lot 11'1\H purchased, it will he remrmhered, 
by Hicharcl Hichanbon, one of the Commissint1t' r8, 
but for 80111e rer1son that wns given up by him a11d 
was tleedctl by the Commissioners to several nther::1. 
The lot X o. 82, ii.1 the corner of the 1-iqunre, fronting 
both on the north and Wl'Bt Hides, extended back to 
North Street, and W!IM sold to Andrew Hamilto11 . Hy 
agreement rt deed was not made until }lay 15, 17Gll, 
when James Hnmilton, his son, represented to the 
Commissioners that his father wns deceased and had 
left the lot_11!ent io11rd to him 11 nd requested a dred, 
whi ch wns givcn npnn thnt dat ~--- - -----

On Februnry 4, 1731, William Hodney, grnn<lf'nth
er of Ctl'snr Rodney, and nt the time rin ollkial of 
the County, pnrchnsed a lot fronting on the west Hi1le 
of the public square, adjoining the lot of A11drew 
Hamilton, · extending to North Street, High Street 
and Court-House lane (now Bank lane). The same 
day he sold it to Thomas ~ixon, a tailor, who built 
a house in which he resided. Owing to some irreg
ularity in this deed iL was confirmed by the Commis
sioners J anunry 10, 173D. 

Other snles were made by the Commissioners hut 
not recorded, and the Rodney deed was the last one 
issued by the first commissioner~. Benjamin Hhnr
mer was the last survivor, nnd died in li31j, B~· the 
terms of the original net, the power of the Commis
sioners were not left in tru8t to heirs, .and accordingly 
about 1737 or 1738, an act of General Assembly was 
passed, appointing John Hnlliday, .fameM Gower arnl 
Thomas Skidmore, Jr., commissioners with power to 
sell lots and confirm titles to th_ose_ already disposed 
of. 

The first deed recorded of the 11r.w eommissioners 
is the confirmation of Thomns Nixon's purchase, 
which w1111_ the lot bought by William Rodney, but 
the deed wns mn<le from Benjaniin Shurmer to 
Thomas Nixon. 

On June 10, 1741, Robert Willcocks bought four 
lots, No. 38, 3!J, 40, and 41, on \Vater Street, from the 
Church Square to King 8treet, and sixteen perchr.s 
on King Street. August 15th following he also 
bought lots enst of East Street, and west of Front 
Street. August_Hth, the s11111e ye11r, John House
man, who wui, recorder of the connty· many years, 
bought six lots, No. 14, lying on South Street from 
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Front to East Street, and lots 15 to 20, frontiug on About the year l 73!l an act was passed establishing 

E11st Street from South Street to the Church Square. a market at Dover, to be held upon u market-square 

The same date Thomll8 Noxon, then surveyor of the selected by 1he magistrates, until a market-house 

county, and who the year previous made the plot now should be erected. l\larkets were to be held. 011 Wed

preserved in the recllrder'11 office bought lot 93 011 11esdays and Saturdays. Bakers were required to 

Water Street from Queen ·to High Street. stamp every loaf of bread with some mark. Bread 

Cornelius Empson, who came from New Castle at was to be of three kinds, white, middling .or hrown, 

the same t ime, b'ought three Joki, Nos. 87, 88, 89, on and the size anti weight of the loaves w~re to be 

N ortt ·and Queeu Streets! n.nd adjoin i og the Meetinp;· regulated by the magistrutes. 

Hou e lot. di\. May 12th, 1742, Margaret 'uton, Thomas Nixon was appointed clerk of the market. 

daug ter of JJtm Caton, one of th e magistrates of No atteotion appears to have been paid to this act, 

the court, bought a lot on the north side of South and, bE!'tweeu 17-18 and 1754, another was pa~sed which 

Street, and August 14th Samuel Dickinson bought recites: 

lots on the north side of 'outh Street and east side of " Whereas, the snid act hath been found insnflkient 

King Street. In 1747 aod prior to that time, Corne- so far as it concerns the town of Dol'er in regard that 

Iius Emp•on wa.s a merchant in Dover and kept store no place within the said town hath yet bee_n laid out 

on the lot east <if the Morris lot on the public square, and ri ll ed by tbe name of ·a market•81fURre, nor any 

which had formerly been sold to Charles vVilliums. place yet allotted for building a market-house, or ap• 

This lot, a.s the property of Cornelius Empson, was pointed where provisions may be bonght and sold on 

sold by Cre,iar Rodney, sheriff, March 3, 1758, to John market-days, un ti! such hou,ie ~hall be built; for 

Clayton, Jr., on a mortgage to thEi Trustees of Lhe remedy wh ereof" it was enacted that Nicholas 

Loan Office. ltidgely, Esq., A ndrew Caldwell and Thomfls Alford, 

The Presbyterian Church was erected on Meeting- of Kent County, " lay out with all conyenient speed 

House Square before title to the le.nd was obtained. a sq uare plot of ground in or near the middle of that 

On May 12, 1743, one acre and ei;~hty-five perches part of Dover commonly caUed the Court-House 

was conveyed to Robert Jamison, minister; John 'quare, which said plot of ground shall be called the 

Caton and Robert Bohannon, elders, of the Pres byte· Market Square." They "shall also allot and de

rian congregation in and about Dover, for the use of scri be some spot of ground within the market-square 

the congregation, it being" all that Iott or parcoll of for bu ilding a market-house upon," and to have the 

Ground within the town of Dover, l ~hereon the Pres• oversight of the erection of the building. 

byterian meetiug-house now stands."' It is described 
ae being on the west side of High Street. Thomas Pnrke was by the act appointed clerk of 

Mention is made in the deed of Thomas Tarrant of the market n11d empowered to set up stalls'or booths 
nnd rent them for such an amount as three of the 

the Jot" d~ignedfor Andrew Hamilton," as adjoining 
, justices shou ld decide upon; the clerk to have the 

his lot on thew.est. It was not taken by Hnmi ltou, 
but wa◄ sold prior to 1729 to Thomas P11rke, who fees for his com1iensatiou. 

resided thel'e in that year. In t\ie deed of January No account of the market or market-square has 

SO, 1730, to William Rodney, he statl'd that the deed been obtained from any record~, and a square prob

from tpe commissioners was never recorded. Errors ablv was not laid out or house built. 

were made in the document, which were corrected in In 1750 Benjamin Chew, James Gorell and Robert 

a deed of November 2, 1731. In the mean time, Willcocks were appointed commissioners to sell lots 

Rodney sold it, August 14, 1731, to Thomas Skidmore, in the town, and in 1704 Cwsar Rodney, Charles 

innkeeper. A portion of the _lot had been reserved, Ridgely and Thomas Parke were appointed and made 

whereon the widow of Thomas Parke lived in 1735. the last sale of records by Dover commisRioners to 

John Brinckloe, on May 3d, 1735, by an article of Simon W. Wilson, December 23, 1783, (who was at 

agrer.ment, became owner of this lot, which w11s not that time recorder of the county.) The purchase was 

convoyed by deed during the life-time of Skidmore. two acres "lying on the west side of town and with• 

After Skidmore's death, May 14, 1760, Daniel Robin- out the bounds 1\8 laid down by Thomas Noxon in 

son, as administrator of the estate, gave deed to John plan; but within limits as first directed to be laid off," 

Brinckloe for the property, who, on the 28th of August, adjoining the lots of Absalom Cuff and Samuel Greeu• 

1760, sold it to Nicholas Loockerman, who, May 23, wood. 

1769, conveyed it to Charles Ridgely, by whoaedescend· . In 1 i63, the people of Dover and vicinity petitioned 

ants it is still owned. The l~t lies east of the Capital Governor James Hamilton, asking the liberty nnd 

Hotel, and the old house upon it, long known as the privilege of keeping a public fair twice a ycnr in the 

Ridgely House, is prob11bly the oldest in Dover. A town. This wa~ granted September 12, l 7G3. The 

brick in the building bears date 1728. Thomas Parke firot fair was appointed to be held October 12th, and 

owned the lot at that time and stated iu 1730 tlrnt he tu continue that day and the next following, for tho 

lived there at that time. The original house contained purpose of buying aml selling horse~, cattle a111I all 

but two rooms, and was added to 011 tlw west end nntl kinds of goo<ls and merchnndi~o. The governor was 

the rear tl its present size by the Ridgelys. to be pnhl yenrly, and on the 1st of :\[areh forever 
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one peppercorn if clcmancletl. X o account of any 

lairs under this permit i~ found. 

On Nornmber ~;i, l 754, Xicholns Ridgely bought 

n lot of the comnJi~sioners that hnd been known as 

the jnil lot and is laid clown on the plan of 17-10. 1t 

fronted on the enst side of'the public square, and ex

tended north to North Street and is still owned by 

the Ridgely fami ly. That porlio n of thl' lot on the 

"'Illllt' • was without doub t, th e lotation of the fir~t jail 

of Kent 'ounty, as apeci al m ention is 111ade of it in 

the deed to Charles Hillyard in 17:W. In 1753, 

trustees were appoiuted to sell the old jail and jail 

lot, and this lot was sold the: next year to :\Ir. Ridgely. 

f The Capital Hotel properly passed August 4, 1781, 

from Thomas \Velis to Tii~othy Cummings, and in 

17-!ii James Byrne was al1 inn-keeper and kept 

tavern at the place. He als'o kept store, and a fow 

ycard In ter sol I lo .John C'l~yl1111, who i\foy 1.i,· li1;.;, 

conveyed it to Yi/itl'llt Looi' ·kcrnrnn, who is m,•ntion

ed 11~ a merchant. The 1111· rn wna rent <l to French 

l!attell, who 011 Mardi JO, lii--t, hel'llme l it e. owner 

of t he property. J re kept lhP tavern rlurillg the 

Revolution and died about JiR I, hequ eathing the 

business 11nd real estate to his widow Elizabeth. ' It 

11·as at this place of puulic enlcrtainrucnt Lhnt in 

June, l 78:2, was held tho timst onlered by the , 'llernl 

A ·embly in honor of th birth nf u J)1111phin of 

France, the young prince who rliRappc11rcd after th 

cxecntiorr of Louis XY l., and whoso fat' is sti ll one 

of the deepest myateries of history. 'J'hc lal'crn pro

perly remained iu the hand of' tho Hallcl l fttrnily 

until 18:!!l, when it wall ~oltl to ./ohu Recd. fu 1,'18, 

the house wus kept by Joseph Huckmaslcr, um) 

wh n the Raio w11s rn11rlc tho irlll-k •ept•1· was Jacob 

Biddle, who remo1·ed to the house whore Benaiah 

Watson rrow resides and there conti.nued his busines8 

until Reed erected a new tavern on the Battell 

land. Biddle then became hi~ tenant, and was suc

ceecled from 184() to 1852 by Joseph McDaniels. 

The hotel was kept by many hostR from that time 

until it was de~troyed by fire, in February, 1881, when 

in charge of William Fountain. It was rebuilt at 

once and is now kept by Georgl'J\A.. Millington. 

The Andrew Hamilton lot on the norl h west corner 

of the square was later owned hy Charles Ridgely, 

who was n merchant in Dover, and on December :!6, 

li,~7, sol<l it to :N'ichola.~ Ridgely, his brother, who 

wa~ an attorney-al-l11w and had filled important 

<!tlices of the State. Charles Ritlgely was one of the 

commissioners to build the new court-house, and was 

kille<I at the building during its nect.ion. The 

property a few yeal'1! later passed to Dr. \\'i lliam 

Wincler ~!orris and remained in poHscs.~ion of the 

ftm1ily until recently and is now owned in part by 1>1'. 

L. A. H. Hi hop. 

Thr lot of Chnrlc!! Hillyard, now occupied hy Kirk 

&:--on''l printing office, wa11 ownecl in 17K2, hy Ed 11 :ml 

Ti lghnrnn, who r,'•bruary 11, sold it to .fomcs i-l ~·kc, . 

AL th11t 1i11w Han. Willinm Killt'n 1JWll()d the 

Tarrant's lot and next north from ~Ir.' Bonsell'.➔• 

The property snuth of the state-house on which 

Hon. John M . Chylun rcHided, now owned by the 

State but still be;;t kn own as the Ulnyton house, wns 

sold by Francis Richardson, March 26, 1730, to Benja

min Shurnwr who died in 1731;, and left it to 

his son \\'illiam, from whom it is thought to have 

passed to Samuel Chew, as tradition sometimes 

calls it the Chew house. About 1777, it came into 

possession of .T111m•s Sy ke,i, wh1J was that year elected 

PruLhonotflry, He lillcd many important positions 

and was a member nf the House of Representatives 

when he died in 17fl-!. His son, James Hykes, was 

prominent as a physician and surgeon, and in 1812, 

built the rcside,nce of Hon. John A. Nicholson, with 

an ottice in the east part and a dissecting room on 

the second floor. His son James, also a physician, 

occupied the oflice. .John 1\I. Clayton opened hls 

fil'i1t law ofiicc in this place. Tho ohl hou8e remained 

in posse,Kioll of· th c :-iyhs fa111i ly Ulltil "November/',, 

J8:!o.1, when it was sold to :\Ir. 'ln.yton and was hiK 

rcside1tl' un ti I h iii death, 1\'l~e n it pa: cd to Tlr. lsuu, 

Jun1p, ancl nr,11· hclun{.{s to the ,.'tate. The o ld 

court-hou8e lot that was sold lo John Linsey in 172~, 

was conveyed hy him April 27, 1724, to John Curtis, 

who sold to John Rees, "Innholder," soon after. 

November 17, 1727, Recs co11veyecl it to John Dell, in 

whose family H remained over a century. On this 

lot was the old-time tavern that had for a sign a por

trait of ( :eorgc HJ. After the Revolution the port mil 

oft:eorge \Vashinglon wa11 painted over il, nnd us 

time pa~ l'd und color~ fmlcd uoth portrnil;i could he 

indi~tinctly made out. Jnmes Well~ wa~ lnndlord in 

lillfi, und ,John Hell during the ]{ ·rnlution. The 

latter'ij son-in-law, .Jacob l<'urbee, was his successor, 

and was followed hy Elizabeth Cook, In 1818, the 

inn keeper was 'J'bomas Coombs, and in 1820, Marshal 

Grouchy, wh o failed tu support Napoil'oll at Wntcrloo, 

and wilS in p art the cause of hii11lcfeat, was for aome 

time a guest aL lh, house, and. pent his time hunting. 

The old h ostelry was head 1uarters fur t,be Demo

cratic party and also the pince where for many years 

guhernutorial receptions were held . It w1ui used as u 

hotel until destroyed by fire, Xov. 10, 181i:!. Unptain 

\Villialll )follen becarne the landlord in 185!1 au<l 

died .July f1th, preced in~ it~ destruction . Jli11 widow 

r('mained in charge and lost llluch by the lire. 

John Baning, ~nddler, on the Jllth of .rune, 17Gli, 

hougltt of the I Jover 1·ommi8aio11ero n Jul on King 

~treet to South StroPt :ind eaht to Ea'il Street, where 

he built a dwelling, in which he also kept n store 

durini lb l{e1•olutiun, and .Tune 18th, pu rch AAed thir

teen lot.~ 8011th and east of Rev. Charle;; !uglis. He 

wa'i a 111ember of the Cou11cil i11 I i!ll anrl rlie<l in that 

year. I fi~ dwPlling became I h Dover ,\ •n•lemy and 

iH now the carringc-11hop of W. A. lteilly. 

In lfilX the hip-roofed hom1e north of thll Uaning 

house wns owned by tlw Loockernurn ,•~tnte and 

occupied by John Chtisllield, a tailor. A two-11tory 

houRc next eaet wa~ used 11~ a whPelwrighl-shop by 

Benjnmi.n Gould. 
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Rev. Charles Inglis, who wall rector of Christ 

Church from 1758 to 17ti4, bought a lot of Vincent 

Loockerman, where he residecl <luring hi8 pastorate 

here. His wife, :i\lal'y Vining, a ~tep-daughter of 

Nicholas Ridgely, and a sister of Chief Ju➔tice John 

Vining, died here and lieH buried in the churchyard, 

near where she lived. The lot is on the east Hide of 

King Street an<l extendml eaHt1vard on Water Stl'eet 

to the chul'ch lot. He sold it to John l'ryor, n mer
chant i11 Dover, Febrnary 10, 171i2. ~Ir. Inglis also 

owned thirteen lots and A messuage and fenernent 

lying between King, South, Front and \.Yater S:reets, 

which he sold June 18, 1766, to John llauing. 
Hoo. John Dickinson owned laud in the southeast 

part of the town prior Lo 17156, which pas~ed to Hon. 
William Killen, who, Augu8t 14th in that year, sold 

lot No. 10, containing six acres, to Andrew and Rich

nnl B11tler, and August ltith, lot !I, five acres, to Jarnes 

\Velis, who is mentioned as an innkeeper of Dover. 

These lots were on Water Street between East and 

Front. · The Butlers later owned lots 1-00 and 101, on 

the southwesl part of the town plot. 
A large lot fronting on the west side of King Street, 

and extending along the south side of tile Public 

Square and through the Governor's A,·enue, at n11 

early <late not known, came into possession of Richard 

Richard,wn, who, in 1718, purchased the land on the 
northwest of the Public Square. Un :i\Iay 2, 1775, it 

wa~ divided into two lots, nnd John Richardson, son 

of Richard, received the north lot fronting on King 

-Street and the Square, and Ann, the wife of James 

Townsend, was given the south lot, bounded south by 

the lot then owned by Hugh Parke. In the survey 
dwellings ure shown on both lots as fronting on King 

Street. 
'fhe north lot was sold, November 28, 1783, by John 

Richardson to Mark Cou<lrighf; w!ro erected the pres

!)nt office of the Delawarean. The land lying on the 

Public Square, except the corner lot, was seized in 

1788 by Ezekiel Anderson, sheriff, who divided it into 

six Iota and, February 5th. sold lot No. 1 to Stephen 

Allston; No~. 2 and 3 to Purnell Lofland and No. 4 

to Joshua Fisher. The remainder, through to High 

Street, soon after passed to Stephen Allston, who, in 

1790, sold lots 5 and 6\ to Joshua Fisher, who bnilt the 

present residence of Chief Juijtiee G. P. Comegys, 

The lot formerly owned and occupied by James P. 

Wilds and now by Miss l\Iaulove, was in the Long 

Street that was originally laid out to run from Dover 

Ureek through the town plot. It was originally bought 

by Thomas Nixon, who owned all the land north of it 

to North Street in 1730. He left it to his son, ·Thomas 

Nixon, who was a physician in prncticc iu Dover. He 

sold the west part of it, now belonging to the bank, 

August 4, 1783, to Richard Bassett, then member of 

the Council and later chief justice and President of 

the Stnte. On November 30, 1787, M_r. Bassett bought 

three lots of Charles Nixon, executor of the estate of 

Dr. Thomas Nixon, lying weAt of hie residence :rnd in 

rear of the bank lot, then owned by Fidelio Rodger-

Hon, tn Go1·ernor's A Yenue, nnd bounder! south by the 

lots of Eleazer ~lcComh. Until his departure from 

the town 1\Iiers Col"i!O n owned the lot on the Square 
south of Ila~,;etl's rcsi,kncc, whieh l\£r. Bassett bought 

aml owned in 17!10. 
Charles Kimm ey , in 1800, openeJ u Htore in the8outh 

pal't of King Street, in the house now occupied as the 

pars,mage of Christ Church. The puhlic printing 

was done in the town f'nr mAn~· ~-ea rs 1,y the l'ollowing 

1wrsuns : 1806, Wooten & Allen; 1807-1 i, .Tolin B. 

Wooten; 1813-lli, A11g11stnil JJ. Schee and again in, 
H,3;i-:Jti; 1s:n-r;2, S'ltllUel KinlllH\I'; 1i;,;:3-1;11, William 

Shnrp; 1863-ii'.i, .Tames Kil'k & Son, and at the ollice 
of the flel<twarer111; from 187;·, to 188:{ the printing 

was don e at \Vilmington, hut sint'c the latter year it 

haH again been performed 1,y J. Kirk & Son and the 

Delnwarerm eRtahlishment. 
King Dougall, in 17!!7 and to 1819, was a merchant 

in Do.nll" ancl kept n store. His day-book is in pos
Sl'ssion of 'l'bomaH 0. Culbreath, and contains many 

curious entrieR, some of which are for spirits, rum and 

wine furnh1hed to Assemblymen at :i\Iiller's , :-:nmuel 

::\filler, in 1798, kept one of the taverns. Dr. Jacob 

Jones, n native of Smyrna and a student under Dr. 

James Sykes, who~e ~ister he married , was practicing 
medicine in Do,·er in that year, and about that time 

entered the navy of the United States, where he rose 

to the position of commodore. 'The State honored 

him by a portrait painted by Thomas Sully, which 

hangs in the chamber of the House ofReprl'sentatives. 

At the snme time Dr. John Horn was in prnctice in 

the town. 
The Ridgely family, that for over 11 century and a 

half have resided in Dover, were first represented by 

Nicholas Ridgely, who was born in Anne Arundel 

County, Maryland, in 16!'4, and resided there in <.'arly 

manhood. He came to the town of Snulshury (now 

Duck Creek) about 1732, where he lived for II year 

or two, removing thence to Salem, N. J,, where he 

married the widow of Benjamin Vining. In 1738 he 

settled in Dover and became one of the magistrates of 

the court, and in 1740 one of the provinciRl justices 

of the Supreme Court. July 15, 1 HS, he bought the 

farm in the original Dover tract still held by the 

family, and four other lots of land in the town plot as 

laid out. In li5'1 he purchased the "jail lot," and 

died the next year, and was interred in Christ Chnrch 

burying-ground. He left one son,Dr. Charlel! Ridgely, 

and several daughters. 
Charles Ridgely, in 1769, purchased what ie known 

as the Ridgely House, on the public square, where he 

died in 1785. He left sons,-Nicholns, who was mem

ber of th1;1 Council in 1788, 1md filled other important 

offices in the Government; Abrnhnm; C:hnrle8, a 

Dover merchant, who waR killed during the erection 

of the· present State-House; George W., who was 

a midshipman in the navy and was lost 1\t sen, on 

board the" Insurgent," off the coast of Pern ; and 
Henry M., a,i attorney-at-law, whose sons, Dr. Henry 

and Edward, arc still residing in Dover. The 
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,laughters of nr. Oharl0~ Ri,lgl'ly were Wi lhL·l mi 11a, 
Mary (wil'u ot' Dr. William Wi1l(ler ~[,,rri,1, and 
Ann. ' 

The Loocb•rman f'amily, for 01·rr a hundr,,,I ~·ear,i 
pr11111i11L'nL in the county, ll'l'l'l' lir.,t repreHenteLI by 
J'iit'hola, Lom·kerman, who HL'ttlud on tlw "ltange," 
known in \:11,•1· )'l':tr, a, thl' Dl'l'II' Fann, a11,I waH 
rnarrie,l in 17~1. ln 17:!:!, \'i11eL•11t L,,ol'kl'r111a1111·:1,; 
burn, and upon reaching: mat11ri1y hesettletl in l>over, 
anti pnrcha,;c•d, about 17 1:!, a lut 011 I lie north side of 
King ~tn•et,all(l built the rl'sid,•nt·,· 11 here ~Ir,;. Tho111a, 
ll. Bradfonl now has her home. l[,, il'ft a son \'int·.,·nt 
who was born in 17-!7, and in 177-l he 111arril'd, 
Elizabeth, thl' ,laughter of .John Pryor, a 111,·1Thant 
in lJorer, by whom he h:Hl two chil,Iren, Elizalwth 
and ~ iclwla,. I k wa, at one time a mt•111ber of the 
(.;,•neral As,emhly of the thn•e lower c11u11tie,,, ant! a 
vromi11e11t \\'hig- d11ring- the H,·rnlution. l[e tlied at 
hi, residence, 011 King ~lreet, in Dover, Augu,t :lG, 
178-'i, aµ;e<l sixty-three yeal'R, nlHI with his wilt•, 
8u,mnnah, i, intl'rred in tlw famil_v burial-pl:il'e, on 
the" Range." Vincent, hi, eldest son, died April G, 
17Dll, aged forty-thn'e years, and is a\sn buried in the 
family ground. 

XieholaK, Hon of Vineent, horn in 178\1, 11·us in 1811.~, 
a member of the House of Hepre,ent:1tivcs, an,! die,! 
unmarri,\tl in 18,iO. Elizabeth wa, horn in 177\), an,! 
i11 180;:i inarrietl ThornaH Hracll'onl, LL.D., ol' l'hil
adelphia, enunsdor-at-law. lfl'r father diet! in 178,"i, 
and left her a large e,tatl•, which, af°Ler her dt•ath, in 
18-!~, w,i:~ di1·i,lml among lwr lh·e child1\,i1,-Vi11~ent 
L., Elizalwlh L., Benjamin R, \\'i\liam an,! Thon1:1H 
13. Vincent L. adupted the prnf'c,sinn of hi, father, 
and became a noLL·d cour1Helor. He rL•111111-ed to 
)Jiehigan in 18:l,i, u1Hl in l8:J7 was elected to the State 
Senate. He returned to l'hilaclclphi:1 in 18-!:l, and 
resumed praetiel,. Elizabeth marric,l R,w. \Villiam 
T. Dwight, D.D., of l'ortlantl, i\Ie., HOii of [:p.1·. 
Timothy Dwight, former president of Yale UollL'g<\ 
New Haven, Conn. 

Thomas B. Bradford became a Presbyterian minis
ter, and after tho cleuth c,f his mother returned to the 
JJaternal mansion in Doyer, where he resided until 
hiH death, March :lii, 1871. The property in a11tl 
near Dover was left to hiH lll(lthcr 1.Jy will, l\Iarch D, 
17/l:l, and by lease a11tl relea,~ came into the po,,;cs
sio11 of Rev. Thomas Brndford, who, in 18,i:.l, laid out 
Bradford City, ll'l\V the new part of Dover. 

A m1111bcr of lotH lying just outside tho town were 
bought by citizens of Dover as out-lots for pasturage 
and other purposes. The four hundred acres of tho 
"brother's portion," bought ot' , William S"uthebeo 
by ltichard Wilson in lii9U, were latrr-01viiL,d by Hon. 
John Dickinson and pasHccl to William Killen. A 
tract of land, part of the above, containing one hun
dred and ten acre, lying Routh of and close to tho" 
town plot, between St . .Jones' Ureek and tho road that 
leadH from Dover to Lewes, was lai<l out by William 
Killen, August 13, 17ti(i, into lot,; long and narrow, 
each having u front 011 the creek an<l on the King's 
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Hoa1l. L,it \'n. I, c•>nlaining ton nc.r,,,, next lhe (1Jwn, 
wa, sol,! lo J,,Ji11 l'ryor, a n1<·1Th:rnt in \ lil1-,•r. :\.t 
lhl' i<lllt ol' it, ,rn tlw ('l'cek, ne:1r 1\'hl'l'l\ th1, lan-h"n"' 
diLL-h <'liter., ii, wa,; a plac,· c:Llll',l \\'il\ia111's Landi11µ;, 
])()\\' k111)\\'n a, ll1c,d1ip-yanl, ll'hl'l'l', in 1s:n.:u, .lallll'8 
\VaplL·, li11ilt two s1·holl11,•r,; :u1d a slllop. Xo. :! wa, 
taken i>,r ,la111,•,; -'laxwl'II and 1·011l:1i11ed li1·e anl',; 
So. :l, 111' fin· :ll'l'l',; IJ,1' ,lan1,•,; -'l"rtu11; ;'>o. '±, uf' Ji1e 
:lCl'l'>\ by ( rt,()]'~·,, ( ,ol',,rth; \'11. ", ot' !in, :1,:1°L'>\ 1,y 
:\latlhew Jl1Jgg.,; ;\ll, ,;, uf l,·11 at'l'l'~ 11,I' ( 'a•sar \{,od-
1wy; Xo. 7, oi' tll'<:llt_l' :tt'l'I', h_,, ~:tnlt1l'l ..\Id lall; J',o, 
8, of kn a,·n·, by Hugh l'arb·; ;\o. !I, of' fiw an~., 
lJ,I' .lamL•,~ \\'l'II,; ;\11. 10, of six :tl'l'l'S l,y \(i, ·hard :uul 
. .\11iln·11· Hut\,.•r; Xll, 11, ol' t11·,·11l)·-,·ight :in,·s 
by Tliornas ~ixon. 'l'IH' \:111d, an, nmv mnu:d by 
:\I:111lon• Haye.,, ,l:uue,; ..\I. Kerl,in, Ueurgc•. Parri, allll 
.Ta111l'H :',laym:ikvr. 

The lir.,t a1l,litio11 ma,ll' to tlw t111111 was by the 
Reiling of a fc.•11· l11ts unrt.h ot' Xorlh :--Ired :u1d 011 th,•. 
Ki11g's Road or King Street. This land wa, parl ot· 
a tract of four ht11l(lred a,·n·, kn,,wn :1, "..\lorgan',; 
Call' l>a~Lnre," a11<l al~o "La~5e!H\" whid1 i:-- given :18 

the north !J,,unclary ol' the t11w11 pl,,L i II I 1,!1-! IL was 
t:1ke11 up hy David ..\Iorgan in lli7:J l,y warrant fr,,m 
\Vhorl'kill < lourt, am! F,·IJruar,r :!7, lli,~l-S:l, Ii,· l>11uglit 
thu Indian right. 11f I 'hri,tia11, th" I111lia11 ll\VIIL'r "fall 
thl' lal\ll helwet'll th.u[nrlber.Crel'k a111! ll11l'k ( 'n,l'k. 
'l'll'o hundred and lif'ty-lc,ur an,,, of il 11':t, soltl lo \\'il
lia111 A1111a11tl, ll'ho, b)· his ll'ill daLL-,1 IJ,•1·L•111!1ur ~Ii, 
J71-!, d,·vi,l'd iL b)· th" 11a111t, of "lkllyltill" lo 
_\rnlrcw 1Ian1ilto11, who rl'lain,·d it until .\Hc'.ll-•l :!:l, 
177,i,when iL pas,;cd to VinL'l'Hl L1Hll'kL•r111:111. In 1777 
he sold a f'm1 lots along thl' va,l ,id,• of' th,; Kin;.;'~ 
R11a1! leadinp: thrnugh l>"1vr 111 .J"hn Jh·ll, 11 lio, in 
178:!, sold to Peter B. Fur,v. Th,·y paHse,l t11 \\'i\li:1111 
K. B1l)'Ce, und,F,•brnary 2i, JS](,, \\' L'l'l' s11I,I lo .la111L•s 
Kirhin, i11 whose family tlwy ,till n•nrnin. 

Un Uetolit•r 21, 177!), tlwre was sur1·l')'l'<l (°rlllll part 
of thL· "calf' pasture" threl' lots on th,· nurth side ol' 
.Nmth :-\tl'l'l'l. The lir,t containP,l or1<, al'1'1'. 011 the 
corner of Nortli St.n•d a11,I the King's Roa,!, ,rntl \1"18 

soltl t" John Bullin. In 178:~ this lot was dividl'd, and 
\Villiam Ilowl'll purchase,! the l'OJ'llt•r. fmly-l'our f',·et 
on .King 1--trl'ct, rnnning :il"11g Xorth :--trt'd. 'l'hl' nrxt. 
lot north, l,,rty-1,,ur f'l'd front, was Hlllil to .lnhn llul
li11, ,Tr., also fronting on King Str:'L'L, and i111pro1·,,,l 
by a house. The rr,l 11':t, the l'Htate ,,r· .John Hullin, 
lteecaseJ. North of this Wa8 properly owno,I hy .John 
Whitl:, 

The seco111\ lot waH sol,\ in 177\l to ltev. Samuel 
11frµ;aw, rector of Cl1ri,t Churt'h, It w:h we,t of' the 
Bullin lot on Xorth Street am\ ,·ontainl'<l 0111• alT<'. 
\Vest of this lot a111l on North 8Ln•et wa~ four aerc,; 
bought by .T:tlllC'B Uookl,•y. The north lin1·, ol' lhl'sC 
lots i, now the south line of Loockerr11a11 Stred. 

These lots ll'l're will and built. upon within a few 
yearH af'ter 1780. I 11 1818 Thom:ts L. lli I lyanl and 
;\lartin W. Hatl'H kept a Htore on the northl•aHt corner 
of King and North StreelH. Joseph !tarper, an old 
Rovolutio11ary soldier, and clerk of the peace from 
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17!12 until after 180/i, residerl a Hhort distance aboYc.1 

Miss Martha Allman, a wi<low, taught sclwol scvl'ral 

years in an old house Lhnt .- lood 011 th e sit e of th e pre.i

ent l\Ieth o<l i11L h~1rch. Uhicl' J us ti ·e J . P. Coml·gys 

1md Wi ll iam J. ~lurk learner\ th ·ir alphnl.,ets in the 

old hf1se, u 11dc Lhe tcnchiug of Widow Allmnn. 

,Vidow E n n ice B ggs was her neig hbor on Lh' nurtli , 

1111d next was n. store- house, both on the site of' th 

present post office. The Kirbin h<>use f\11(\ black

smith-shop were uext north. A school-house that 

had formerly been kept by Stepheu Sykes was be

tween the Kirbiu house nnd the old J-lillyunl house. 

On the northeast corner of the lot ,facoh Stout had 

a large tannery in 1S18, and for several years later.2 

On the west side of King Street, where Davi<l Bur

ton's drug-store now stands, Jeremiah ~IcKnott, a 

Revolutionary sol<lier, lived in a two-Htory house. 3 

Next was the residence of ~Iyer8 Casson The house, 

now t:he property of Edwin l\l. Stevenson, presents 

about the same appearance now I hat it did in 1820. 

The parlor was occupied a3 the oflice of the Secretary 

of Stnte, and the rest of the hou~e was used hy a 

Frenchman, who taught language uud drawing. A 

few smull dwellings other than .these were on King 

Street and uppl'r side of North Street, and in one of 

t heip 1\irs. Bett Ri ley had 11 ca ke a11 d candy shop to 

d ra,f;, the ponn e fro m the children. 

It w rui not u1 ti l some years after t he removal of the 

Rev. Thomas Il. Bradford to Dover tlrnt the J.rn<l 

from the new part of Dover was offered for sale . 

. Eariy in 1852, Mr. Bradford laid out "Bradford City" 

into Iola and streetR, set out many trees aloug the 

streets, and offered lots for sale, since which time it 

hns grown rapidly, and a,t present this new section iH 

much larger than the original town. .l\Ir. Bradford 

. built the houses on State Street now occupied by 

Samuel W. Hall and J. A. Fulton. He also erected 

three cottages on Bradford Street, and moved two 

house~ from old State Street to Loockermun Street, 

und made many other improvements. Samuel Cul

breth soon after built the store on the corner of Loock· 

1 Josc11h lle.rpor died nt Do\'er1 Juno O, lfi24 1 nged eixty-C"ight yenra. 
He WH8 in nJne eugng,m1euta Jn tho Iloyo}ution, nmong width wuro lho 

l>i\ tll <"S uf Trenton, l'rlncctou, Whito l'lol118 f\ml J.ong Jsl1uuJ. fl o Wfl.8 I\ 

1·e tt.l cul ofDo,•or forly ,11ennt, nud l1 c• lc l oftlco midt• r tho Str,1 u 1uul couuly 
from 1l1c close of thr Uovoh1tiou uut ll wlthiH two .)'Curs f his 1krllh. 

tOo ,•ernoT Stont W0.8 r,; 1"'{1iug tho tnnnery whllo ho wus Gov rnor, anti 
n.t orn.1 tiJ.nl', when stooping o,•or testin g .so rn o llq11Qr ln n tnu ,·nt, n pot 
nun, noticing 1., fnvoru.hlo opportunity 10 exercl~ hl ti propt.HuJit .)', UnUtd 

J]isExce11eucy uucl lnuded liirn in tho ,u1 . 'J'hoOo,·ct11u1-, Jrl11pi 11g wll h 
tho llq11or, t.:nll ed out. to Jlolt )'t rho honttckee 1.it, r, 10 " look nt 1h u i111pu

dum:e of tho tl-d nuu to bull tho U9 v~1·11or ur tho S1ute of Dola wuro 

into Q t"u vnt. n · 

a A 11 incident of the \Var of 1812-14 ia of intore!t.1 nn<l is tnkon from lL 

,vi,mington paper uf tho date given: 

"At Dover on Sundny, l\Jnrch 21, 1813, tn con5eqnenc-e of tho moYe• 

mente of t l10 British up the J)clawnrc.• 1 the.• ilrnrn Lcn l to nrm~. 'fho 

wlhJlO vopu lntiou, o{ ull sects und J.tOl1I Lrnsion11, ro ligioml uml polltir1l l, 
cnpnl>lo of lilhouldcl'lng n. n1uskct, a8tiei11bk"(I. Arms wor 1lhndlmt<,d

1 

uucl In three houn 1hrco hnrnlr d nnfl 11fty mcu wcro rendy fol' 11ordcc. 
J. 11 tho soldl~t'8 of tho H ,·olutlon i11 thtJ 11l'ighbo rhuod wcr·C' prCl(ml. 

Jel'emlah ] l cJ\not1 1 nu old n o,•u)11 1lo11 cr, lotferl 11 g 011 hlrc ~tnlt', n.wrh· d 
n. m111ikct nml \\llh lll'urty will c 11 t.Li1·ed tlw nrnk6. ll o wn s a. sti·lct. 

Itl athot.lh~t , f\lnl, Su ml1tyn11 it wn , hnrnelllutoly uftor tlw drlll ho returned 

home nwl Bd hhn Fie lr t\J work 11m1,l11g l.tn ll cnrtrill gca nm) te11ch l11g the 
lJO.)'K how to mukC! them. 'Ibe fOl'CO mu tc,·eJ n-eq uontly nnor wlth him 

tn tho llneM!' 

crrnan and Btate Street, an<l the dw~lli ng north. 

David F. Barton and the Hon. Eli ~.l .. lul ,l,ury an,! 

Geo. B.Dickson eaeh 1·rcdcil lite <iw,, lli1 11:; 1rlt1:re titer 

now r(•sitlc. In l8fi7 Andrew i::imither,; 111 d Ril'lrartl 

.'.II. Jo~1e:; built lhe lwUSL'S where An,lt 1:11· f-;111ilhers 

and l~dwnn\ Hidgely 1ww liYe, u11<1 ~-[B, Hmillrer,; 

the rcrhlence now O\l'lle{I anjl occupi ed I y Ucorgc V. 
:\Ias~el. 

On~ of the rnoHt thrifty and energetic ie rchants of 

Dovet. was John H-c1,d , a native of Mi~ ii lliou Hun

dred. He dcscell{leLI from John Heed, 11110 settled in 

the county about 1700. .J uhn Heed, th e mcrehaut, 

came to Dover in 1825, allll bought the two corn(•rs 

of King i::itreet facing on the north side of the public 

square. In 1831 he crccktl a large Lr.irk s tore, now 

occupied by the First Xational Bank, all(\ the same 

ycnr erected the Capital Hotel. IIe b,ceame the first 

merchant in the place an<l owned scv&ral l'essel8 that 

ran from Leipsic. He was also an ~xtensiv~ land

lroldor in di fferent parts of the county/ His wife wa:; 

Mary, daughter uf Judge Jacob St,lut, and grn nd

dnug hter of H on. William Killen. /His dau ghters 

wcr~- Angelica K., wife of John A. ~iclwlsun, nnd 

Eliznbeth, wife of Daniel Cowgill. j 
T h(! town• of D oYer g re w l.,ut littl e or many ycnr:;; 

t h powers of' th e commis:;ioncr:; wero
1
cxt •nd ed fr om 

time to t im •, 11 1d 011 July jlH, l x~!), a11 acL wa,; p:1 sell 

aut!wri ~ing t hem Lo cause udditiounl ll' l' lls and JJllllrps 

to c put down; to provide bucketti, houks and lnd

dl'rs for fire purposes ; to lny p!\\' ement~ aml g utt ers; 

and to erect a market-house not to exc.eed the eost of 

four hundred dollars. All preYiou~ efforts tu get a 

market-huu~c foiled and so did this one. 

The town' of Dover was incorµorated by ad of 

General Assembly Ftbrnary Ill, 18:.!9, It pro\'ldcd 

for the laying out of certain territory l,y rnett>s nnd 

bouuds and for the election of town com111is~iu11l'rs 

and other officers. The officer:; were elected in :\Iurd1 

following, und the first meeting of the town commis

sioners was held March 24th, wlH-n Henry TuJd was 

chosen sun•eyor to define the boundnries of the 

town. On the 28th of April iu that year contract 

was made to lay a pavement in front of the State

House. August 31st, John l\L Clnytou was ordered to 

lay a p,ivement of brick, twelve feet in width, in front 

of his property on the ~quare (now owned by .the 

State), and nt th, same time Nehemiah Clark nnd 

Samuel 1\1. Hurrington, tl'nants of Kent County, were 

ordered to lay down a pavement of' brick, tweln feet 

wide," in front of their o!lic(s," (or the" old jail," as 

then commonly cnllcd). 
The beef-house of Daniel W. Duhamel l.,oing tle

clared a nui~anee, it was ordered to he remored. 

On September 2!:I, 1829, it was ordered that twu 

pumps be settled in t.he tow n, a ntl Abel Harris was 

appointed lo ij ll perintcnd th \l'll rk. The locatinus 

were not mentio ned at t hat ti r11c, but one was for 

4 Th 13 wwu tlltl uot eo,·or tho 1,lot origlunlly Juhl out, n1Hl fur muny 
yeurs l'(l:1Ut1l11e.d lh o r,anio. It wn!I 11ot 1111tll tho ngi l1Hhl ll fur u milrL>Ull 

through the towu lhut thuro WM fut.)' ~lfort mutlu to t1\ te11 ll its 11111!1,1. 
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