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in .: ·body to th.e Court Hoc.r;;c i,Jl;e:ce ( the TG ect:i on 
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88 THE DELAWARE CONTINENTALS 

the Delaware regiment. Haslet drew his men back toward the 
north but Rall fell upon him with full force. A part of the first 
three 'Delaware companies broke and were driven from the field . 
but Haslet held the rest of them, lined them up behind a fenc; 
and "twice repulsed the Light Troops and Horse of the enemy." 12 

"During the struggle thus made by the heroic Haslet" 13 the 
frontal attack was continued. The New York and Maryland troops 
were being driven back. Smallwood's Marylanders fought <less~ 
perately, their colonel was twice wounded and, at last, his men 
were thrown back in confusion. Ritzema's New Yorkers made an 
equally gallant effort, but the weight of the onslaught was too 
heavy for them to sustain. McDougall saw that further resistance 
was hopeless. He retreated with the New York and Maryland 
troops to a road that offered a way to the main lines and held 
them there to protect the withdrawal of the Delawares. Haslet's 
men stood alone on the field. 

But now the dragoons were returning from their chase and, 
forming for a charge upon the Delawares, along with all the rest 
of the attacking force. "Seeing ourselves deserted on all hands,'' 
says Haslet, "and the continued column of the enemy advancing; 
we also retired." "In a great body, neither running nor observing 
the best of order," 14 they were the last to leave the field, anq 
they brought off their artillery. 

Trevelyan says, "The Delaware regiment, which had learned a 
Long Island that prisoners are not easily made, unless they mak 
themselves, brought up the rear and fought sullenly and co 
posedly while any of the assailants followed them within shoot 
ing range." 115 

The retreating troops were met by a detachment from the ma 
army, coming too late to help them in the fight. Haslet then 
formed his men and "marched into camp in the rear of the b 
sent to reinforce us." "The British ascended [to the top of] 
hill very slowly; and when arrived at the summit, formed a 
dressed their line without the least attempt to pursue the Ame 
cans." 16 

In this battle, the Delaware regiment lost 15 killed and as ma 
wounded; among the wounded were Lieutenant Colonel B 
ford, Captain Caldwell and Ensign Hazzard. Captain Adams W 

THE BATTLE OF WHITE PLAINS 89 
ed.n The total American loss is, as usual, variously stated. 
· croft says less than a hundred killed and wounded. Irving 
n between three and four hundred, including prisoners taken. 

hall says the same. Whitton, citing an English account, says 
definitely 313. Hufeland, citing regimental returns, says 

18 

· e British and Hessian losses vary but slightly in the telling. 
croft says 229. As officially reported, the British lost five of

rs and 2 3 of the rank and file killed, five officers and 121 men 
H . 19 uncled, the ess1ans 77. 

twas a technical victory for the British and Hessians, who had 
ven the Americans from the field and themselves held it, but 
·· taken 7,500 of them to overcome not more than 1,600 

icans, really only 1,200 after the militia had run away. The 
of the day was rather on the other side. 
e American troops engaged, especially Haslet's and Small
's men have received from the historians due praise. Ban

ft speaks of their "determined resistance." Irving says "a brave 
'nd· was made ... by Haslet, Ritzema and Smallwood." 
eene praises the effective resistance made by "two excellent 
· iments in McDougall's brigade." Carrington says "Haslet's 

ware and Smallwood's Maryland had again confirmed their 
tation." Reed notes that "again the Maryland and Delaware 

ts . . . were in the thickest of the fight." Trevelyan says 
ew slender battalions . . . defended their position with 
and tenacity." 20 

is battle, measured by the numbers engaged, was an unim
ant affair, but, like that on Harlem Plains it had important 
ts. The check Howe had received changed the expected 
se of events, as will be seen. 
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Delaware patriots during the war. Like their as
sociates of the other States, they were not prepared 
to accept the Y orkt6wn surrender as the end of the 
war. They did not at first underetand that King 
George III. and his ministry had been crushed by 
the tremendous power of the French alliance, and 
the defeat of the flower of the British army under 
Cornwallis. The recruits who had seen the York
town surnmder were returned home, and disbanded 
in January of 1782. Seymour's diary tells of 
the movements of Kirkwood's men after they had 
no more fighting to do in the South. He wrote: 

"On November 16th, 1782, thti Delaware RPgiment lrnd orders to bold 
tlrnmselves in readiness to march home from the sontlnrard. On the 
samo day started from Head-quarters ~m the Ashley ri-ver for home, 
coming by way of Camden. Ha.Ying arl'ived there November 22nd, 
were detnltied. thirteen days by orde-u from General Greene j left on 
December 5th ; coming by v:a.y of Salisbury, Petersburgh, Carter's Ferry, 
on James River, we arrived at Georgetown in Maryland, January 12th, 
1783; loft there the same day und arrived at Christiana Bridge- on the 
17th, after a nuu·ch of seven hundred and twenty miJes from Encamp• 
ment on Ashley River1 which was performed with very much ditficulty1 

our men being so very weak after a tedious sickness which prevailed 
amongst them all last snn.1.mer and fall. H 

The" Blue Hen's Chickens," a sobriquet which 
the Delawareans had been honored with since 
the beginning of the war, resumed their duties 
as citizens upon their return home. The ap
pellation dates back to the days of 1776, when Cap
tain Jonathan Caldwell's company, of IIaslet's 
regiment, took with them game chickens, celebrated 
in Kent County for their fighting qualities, and 
said to be of the bl'ood of a certain blue hen, re
nowned through the country-side. Mr. Whitely, 
in collecting this information, found the following 
names of the officers and members of the company: 

Jonathan Caldwell, captain. 
John Patten, lst·lienL 
George McCall, 2d lieut. 
Ja.mcs StP.vonsi ensign. 
John Depoister, 1st sergt. 
Joseph CampbellJ 2d sergt. 
John Rown, ad sergt. 

John Corse, 4th sergt. 
John McC.annon) 1st corp. 
John Dewees, 2d corp, 
Robert Oramt 3d corp. 
Isaac ~fatthews, 4th corp. 
Robert '£hompson, drummer. 
Cornelius Comegys; fifer. 

Privates. 
John Sheat'n, 
James Millington. 
John Manning. 
John Rinnamon. 
Michael McGinnis. 
Robert Sol way. 
\VilHam Plowman. 
John Allen. 
John Butler. 
Jacob Wilson. 
Nathan Doweu. 
John Pegg. 
Georg-0 Bttteman. 
Joseph Robinson. 
James Carson. 
John Niclteraon. 
Johu Spring. 
Zacharia.h Ba.Uy. 
l)eter Bice. 
James Robinson, 
,John Simmons. 
l{obett Graham. 
John Kelly. 
Allen Robinett. 
William Edingfleld. 
Robert Ferrell. 

,John Hart. 
Frauds Blair. 
John Wilson. 
John May. 
'l'homas Flinn. 
George Riall. 
Peter Grewell. 
\Villiam J)erry. 
Ephriam Tow11send. 
Isaac Cox. 
John J\la.tthews. 
William Hall. 
]lark I vans. 
Hosea- 'Wilson. 
John Icdingfield, 
Nathan Gaus. 
Lewis Humphreys. 
Kimber I-IasIBt. 
G:1,nett Fagan. 
Ilarmari Clarke. 
John 'l'hns. 
Lambert Williams. 
William !\Iott. 
Alexander McDowell. 
Daniel Lawley. 
Pe.ter \Vilcox. 

In the intervals of duty Caldwell's men used to 
amuse themselves with pitting their game-coeks, 
and the fame of the matches spread throughout the 

army and into cotemporary history, so that the 
"Blue Hen's Chickens" became a synonym for the 
Delaware veterans. Their record may fittingly be 
concluded with Henry Lee's remark, in speaking 
of the Continental line, that " the State of Deh~
ware furnished one regiment only, and certainly 
no regiment in the army surpassed it in soldier
ship." 

Ramsey, in his " History of the United States," 
vol. i. p. 209, says: 

u The Dela.ware Regiment was reckoned the most efficient in the Couti
nental Arniy. It went into uctlve serrice soon after the commencement 
of the contest with Great Britain, aud serv£d through tho whole of it, 
Courting clanger wherever it was to be encountered, frequently formiug 
part of a. victorious army, but oftener th A companions of their country
men in the gloom of disaster, the lleht.wart:rs fought at Brooklyn, at 
'l'renton an<l at Princeton, at Brandy\vine and at Germantowu, a.t Guilford 
and at Eutaw~ until at length, reduced to a handful of ln·a\·e 1nen, they 
couclu~od their services with the war in the glorious tel'rnination of the 

· Southern <!ampaign.H 

Doctors Latimer and Tilton were the medical 
officers of distinction whom Delaware furnished. 
Whitely says of them: 

"Dr. Henry Latimer was born in Newport in 1752, He commenced 
the ::,:tudy of medicine in Philadelphia1 and completBd it by graduating at 
the Medical Gollegeof Edinlmrgh. l:pon his return homo he commencetl 
the practice of his profession in \Vihnington) but in 1777 he, as well as 
Dr. 'l'ilton, were appuinted surgeons iu the Cuuti11ental Army, awJ Wel'Q 
attached to what wns called tho :flying Ho.;;pitali and woro with the 
army in all the battles in the Northern Dep,1.rtment, from Brandywino 
to Yorktown. He acquired a diatiuction as a. sm:geon, and on 
peace he returned to tho of his profession, He was eJocted a 
member of 011r Legit1lature our State organization also to Cougr€sa 
from 1793 to 1705, a.ud was ele(;te<l in 1794 by the ""'''"'""'"" ow;J. of tho 
Senato1~ from this State in Congress, and sei-ved 
term. He died in 1819. 

u. Dr. James THton's history is about the sanw as Dr. Latitner's, He 
entered tho army as surgeon of Colonel Haalet1s Uegimont. Ho was also 
skilled and honored as a surgeon. Upon the return of peace he suttled 
ou Urn property now owned by \Villia.1n Howland; was Surgeon•Geueral 
of the army in the War of hfl2) and diell in HnB.i' 

The concluding incident of the war in or around 
Delaware, occurred April 8, 1782, when the 
American sloop-of-war "Hyder Alley,'' Captain 
Barney, defeated the British sloop" General Monk," 
at the entrance of the bay. At the session of the 
Legislatme on January 25, 1782, President Dick
inson sent in a long message, in which he congrat
ulated his countrymen upon the successes of t.he 
American cause in the South, but reminded them 
of what appeared to be the decision of the 
British ministry to push the war to extremes, and 
to break the Franco-American alliance, The final 
paragraphs of his message are an exhibition of the 
spirit prevalent in Delaware, to continue the war 
unto the last stage of exhaustion, if necessary. 
He wrote: 

''\Ve, knowing that a vast nm,jotity of the inhabitants of these States 
wiH, at every ha.za.rd, maintain their independ<.mce1 now lndispensa.Uly 
necessary for supporting theh· honor and happiness, and desire no peace 
but upon this g1-ou11d, and that not one in a hundred wuuld risk life ur 
property for recoucilintion u11on any other terms, have relied too mnch 
upon this solid mass of opposition. Relaxation ensued a.ud has lJeen 
followed by its natural cvnsequences. Happily for us, indeed; virtue 
bas f1·e•1ntmtJy paid the arrears of prudence. On the other hand, our 
onernics, viewing the sarne !mUjeet through the deceiving mediums of 

tmd prejutfic1\ believe that the thinness of om· battaHous aud the 
dHatorluessof our supplies are in a great degree occasioned by the dis
affect.ion of large m.unbers to our cause. This ern>r pr~duces another, 
and leads them to expect a dissolution of public credit from di!l:•mtisfac• 
tion u.t tha burthens imposed, and a fiatteriug comparison Uetwet:n tlu:ir 
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