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Por the history ot the town of Kenton and. ot Kentou Hun
dred (created. out of t>uok CJ"eelt and IJ.ttle Creek Hundx-eds in 
l8G9) must begin in Philadelphia. It was tber• 1n 1683 that 
William Penn, Proprietor et Pennsylvania and tbt Lower Coun .... 
t1ee • isaued a wa_rrant to the Surve7or-Geaera1 to survey and 
:ree~rve 101000 acres for bis temi'J.7• This tract of land, 1n 
which Kenton lies. was called tb.• Manor of Fr1eth. 

In tb.ia area many traote of land were alroad7 sold and 
soon, like other properties ot his. Willi.. Penn would fur

ther, divide bis laod.- WillieJ.1 Ellinsworth bought and oreat•d 
a l .02$ ae~e traet known as "l)unca.$tertt along the southwe t 
bran.oh ot Duck Cr ek. 

••ru.11ya.rds Exchangett was erea.te4 by John H1.llyard in 
1682. It wae 426 acres southeast of Ket1toa and near ether 
harmoniously n~d traete like "Wapping"1"Balitf' Hill", "Wil
liams Rang••• "Oxf'erd"·, and "CSJObr1dg•" • to name a tew. 

la 1714 Bez,Jamin Shurmer, agent ot the Bristol Baval 
Store Co- Partnership Co., pete11ted 3,000 acres of land tor 
the company. the land as 4eai~e4 tor the raisin& of hemp to 
D\Ske rigging tor ships. Whil he, visited the area, he must 
have liked what h saw because 4uriaa tne next twenty- six 
years Shurme~ bought bits and peices ot lead watil b. obtai:l
e4 at least 2)00 acres. 

Wtth the development that titOe g1vea1 trail$ and roads 
wex-e hewn through the wilderness ot hard.wood oak and hickory. 
Since r(>ads ware in near primitive conditions even up to the 
early days ot the Rei,ru.bl1o, it was only natural tor many tav-

1"118t ius, ete •• to appear as way stations~ the middle ot 



tht black :tore•ts. But tb.eiJe taverns on17 prospered when 
there was a lack ot the mueh cheaper waterw$7s. 

EVen with. the abun<luce of rivers 1n the Cheeapeake and 
Delawa•e area tbe .-oad leading f"rc= the Eastern Shore of 
Mai,-18.Jld to ~a Landing showed eurpriaiD& proape.r ·1 t¥. 
!h!s isn't too hard to uderet-4 when, beside cons1der1ng 
internal traffic, t:tae could - saved 1,7 traf':f'icklng goods 

aCH$S the Delmarva Peniaaule. iruitead of by sailing vessel 
aro\Uid Cape CharlfUh fltat is, if the goods were destined 

for points between Baltimore an4 1h1ladelptl1a. fhis 1s where 
tile impor'taaee of X•nton sets tn. 

However the. earliest mention of a t avt>rn in this a,:ea 
waa not along present State R't. :;.oo. In 1761 Tho.as Orietg 
applied tor a •tyconse tor Keeping a Publ ck House, at his 
Dweltng Hous•• UPoA the 1084 Lea41ng from Dover to Lowistown" 
(lteaton) wheN he woul.d keep a good "'Hout• ot Intertaimn•nt 
and Lotte Liekqus.• !'hie wae probabl.y near Seven \Hiokories. 
eo nsa•4 because seven large hl~kor, tr-eee grew there, Sev:en 
Hickor!.es waa aleo along the road to Leipsic• 

Of'course the· more 1mportant route .leading from Jlai-yland 
to Say-ma Landing w a de-velop•d earlie~ and had ita taven. 
It to_ok a doeumen't of the next year "fo tb , Worship'f'ul.l Jus
tices of the Court of' Quarter Sefsioru,-now Setting 1a Dover" 
to grove its exi$tenoe. In 1762 John Rees wrote a petition 
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to "Humbly Sheweth" that he wished tor a recommendation for a 
license "to keep a Te.vem 1n the same place where he has keept 
this tJeveral yea.re,• Whetb.el" it l.a14 within th.e bounds ot 
•Lowiatown• ia hard to deteNUl.e. 

After paying the eb::teen dollars tee he was abl.e to eerve 
drinks at rates eet b,- the ?lovenber tel'fa of the Legialatu.re ♦. 

Soae of the eosta at the inn ran as followea 
qt or Jladiera wine• • • ,. •••••• )-.6 shillings 
Gill ot Weet India awn. • • ...... 5 " 



qt. of Pon or V14onia Wine ••••••• ., 4 • 
qt of Kolateea her • • 11 • .. • • • • . • · • l pence 
Milk Punch v,/ half pint Rum• i • • • • • 8 " 
Eatiiigfor Bott Meal • •• • • • •. • • 1 sb.11. 

• · *· Col4 , ·* . .. • • • • • • • • • • l tt 
Stabliage tc>,11 _ ~~4 .ql_o,v,er ,hey tor one night • 1 • · 

Qt ot Ind1a11 Com Bte.l" • ·, • • • • •. , • l½ pence 
• ot e.y4el!l Ro7a.l • • ., • .. • ... • • • • • 6 • 

PNewaablJ becabe of the drinking te.cll1t1ea b•tweea . 
trtar,land and Sm,n.a Leadug ,oiw Leipsic, the area soo.11 eam&4 
the title of Grogtow .• 

Of'courae t})e public also Deeded spiritual drink. Tb.N.e-.. , 
quarten ot a mil o.~rtheast ot the oldest town 1n the 1:um-
4:red is located the ol.deet ehureh, ·Old .Duek Onek 02" ll!'Jll 
Zion Chtirch wae este.blia.hed bJ ta.ad.lier, from ••lsh tract in 
11.,,~ these f'amillea ude tbeir settlement 1n Puck Criek ._. 
in_, 1747 William Grl:tf'e-n conve1et1 to Jaillee H1att, Willlwa ll•••• 
Jeremiah h••, James Howell• D.avid Inoa and. Enoch nav14, tl'\18• 
tees ot the Baptist $ooi•t¥, one•halt acN ot lat.ld t~r ~- .r:, ;._ 
oburoll1 an ceadition •111at ·1't 110w doe ancl shall hereattermeet 
to eabrace and adhere tnelJ t ·o • all the priaoipal1,1 an4· articles 
that an _oO?Gplied. 1n a certfda oonteeaion ot Jaitll th.at wae 
tlgNed upo.n an4 adopted by tbe Bapt1at Assoctatlon that . JMit- 111 
Philadelphia, Sephiaber 2St 1142.• But tbe ebucbwa.s b\ltlt 
elaewhere b .lTTl. 

When there were appi-o,;taatelJ tht,rt7 •••i'bere a pet1 tiota 
was made requesting a separate cbu:roh to be fome4. Xt was. 
cnnted loveml>el' 24, 1781. the tirst member. ,were llan:lel. 
David., Rachel David •. 1'.,J'dia Jones. Saa.le.l G:ritttn, Jla17 Gritfln, 
Martha Grit't1n, Itacbel Oritftn1 Mary C~1ffia Jr.,. llizabeth 
Griffin• t,dia Or1tt1n1 l.e1111s W:t.lltama, :Ruth W111tmu• ahoda 
Wallis, llanor Spruance-,, Elizebeth aoe, Caesar Ro•• llartha 
ll•N41th, Deborah l)J.ckinsG• H\16h Duborowt J4at'tha J>uboro•• 
Mary Anderaoa• Jt•b•cca llcV•v, lUmhamah Parkerson, 11.~ba OWerut, 



h17 ~••• iUaabetlt Gft'ed.7t •1••* 0"1'17• Juea 
Danltllg,, Aad:r• Locktls.urt acd Mar, .:t70ch. 

. fen 1••rs att,t1~ -• petition wu sraat.e-4. oh•"h meraber
eb.tp nacb.e.d. tor.tf•s•v•a• Upon lt• aoiag to 4ooa,. tbe 301 X 
25•_ oh\U:'Ob ••• n-t,utlt o~ b-rtolt tu ea:ce year it was o-Notea• 
oa a lot 4opte4 l>7 John and J'hUeaoa Dicldnaoa-1 Xrt the~ 
nua4u«.p&"f'• ran te ••• tmo11J lot of tile: $pnar1cea . amongst 
wha 1s bui-1•4' .Prul•J' Spl'Uiaaoe(lo'Y. 21, 18)7) tether of u~s • 

. le• tot' tre•l•1 Spniuc• Jr. (1.11' • 1853). 
!be firet 02rdall'le4 mu.,ter wae. tile at•·• Gritf1 th Ju••• 

le was boa Oet.ob&i- •• l.·696 la A11ttawr, ill t:be parish of . 
Llanoa au the cout7 of Ctu1-.artua. In 1749 h• cu.e fNa 

Englea4 ad ••ttle-4 at hck CNek, preaeJ;t.1q 1UJ.til hi•- 4•ath 
la Deo•"'• 11ST. Datil tbe ,oburcl'l wru, l)U.11\ 'bJ, tbe Ia4e• 
pea4••••• wb1ch •ae a•ed .M.ouat z:ta. M1'Vloea we,:oe ·ueuall7 
bol.4 1tl the ho•••• of haa ll---•• aa-ct James Bratt. 

Jfext •••the&••• MY.ti Daria in 11s,. ler.o in 1,,,, he 
Odle fl'OII Enslea4 in 1722 bui 'W.10 ... Nturlod. R••- ,l>•vie 
oaao baek to Aaerha Sa 173,7 au eve11tua117 settlft4 in ••• 
ll"lteJa,. Ke preaollN Wltil b1a lee.th, Oot"u l, 1168. awr. 
Blipb.as »e.ee1 ,,_,,, • -4•4 bta to the fta1p1t troa Jui, a,. 1184 
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to October 25, 1187 with the atte. nr. I••• Joaee, John Patt-en. 
U4 Gideon Je,nel as eo-paston. 

Dr. la.ea lo••• hfl4 a paJ.l'tltcnal.arly bteNsting !d.r,to~. 
Dit• Joa•• wae bc>nt oa th We1ab tnot.,, A.pr11 61 11,, • ot a 
fe111t.¥ tha:t tld.gnted tNa Wal•• to Be-.at'kt hlawan 1a 1710. 
lveat•lli -, &f tho Jou•• :aen4 4oa to t>uek Creek att4 
Keaton. U11oate4 at••••* Aeat•ar• be w.aa 1&oeu•4 to ,pnaoh 
soveaber 2. 1782 at-te• eenlDg ta tile Bevolu.t1onaq wo. 

on J!>e,eea-.r 271 l ?76 b• ••$~4 tbe s•niot along wl th Ats 
bntben boolt aad Danle1 ·1a. Captalll fhomae Wataon•• 1st com,. 
ot 11ltt1a, 2nd »atta11e UAd.e~ coaqct of Coloael fhomaa Coucb. 



But records show that he was soon up north. in Trenton. on 
February 24; 1777 he took the -Oath of Allegiance from Caesar 
Rodney who .was in the city at that time. 

Protably about this time he jo1n.ed the 4th Pennsylvania 
1\egiment as a surgeon•s mate,, Under Lt., Ool. William Butler,, 
Acting Brigade CobWlander for Gen,. "Mad." Anthon, l'ayne, h• 
spent his time e.t Valley Porge earing for the siek. It is 
also known that he conveyed some messages for General . -eorge 
wa hington. 

In Jebruarr ot 1780, Jones was made Surgeon ot the 4th 
l?ermsyl vania. Be continued. in this position til hie retire-
ment January 17, 1781. h n he left the army he furthered. 
his spiri tua.l vow.a by being licensed to preach November 2, 
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1782 and thence to Crogtown he returned. But there was still 
uae tor his medical experience 'bee use records for the Audit.or 
of Accounts ehow that he was paid 20. "for medieines and atten• 
dance on William lladdon a ll111tia Soldier wounded by Cheney 
Clod ... The Battlee of Cheney Olow•s Fort are important to the 
hi.story ot Kenton and Dela are and shall be dealt with further 
on. 

Jones continued. to treat physical and spiritual ailments 
until his death April 29, 1830 at the age of seventr-tour. 
Hie Will indiee.tes a an of fine education and pr14e. His 
wife Kary having died in 1818• Dr. Joa.es• so»• three da11ghter 
and grandchildren wel:te hie heirs. 

Some of the things he l ft to his son, James Jr .. , were 
two beds, a horse . one saddle and bridle of his own choice., a 
ama.11 looking gla a, a claw-toot walnut 41n1ng table and one
third of all table linen. 



H1s favorite daughter lsthe:r got a carriage, ho~se . 

$11 ver plate• and ttm:y black wonie.n named Letisb.a to serve utt• 

til abe is t 'fHlty t .i ve 7eara of age after which she ls to be 

tree." Her si t.er Mar, an.4 ahe were. to split the "book of 

Divinity", beda, bedding and table liaen. 
The interesting notes in the Will were in regard to his 

Pennsylvania properi11:n Beaver and Irie Counties. formerly 

of Westmoreland County. They were 3iven to him by a g~ateful 

Pfn'lttaylvania •in consideration of services rendered by me as 
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a Surgeon in the A¥:'1.1J.y of the United States during the Revolu
tionary War, was granted to me by the said State bearing de.te 

the twenty ninth day of Jue i~ the year of our Lord one thou

sand Seven hundred. and eighty seven by a patent under the eal 

of the said State of Penasylvanie.,. signed b7 Benjamin Franklin 

Esquire President of the Supreme Bxecutive Council of the said 
State.n 

The JOO acres 1n Beav r County were to so to James Jr. 
while the Erie Count1 land was to be sold to pay off debts 

and the remaining amount to be split amongst his heirs. •All 
my plantations, tract or parcel of land on which I :now reside, 
situate 1n Duck Creek Hundre4• (before Kenton Hundred wa cre
ated) were destined for llis children Mary Walker and Esther 

Layton, and fo:r hie gra.ndehildren Rebecca Bau.dain• and Tho•as 
Jef'tersoa and llary Oreig~ton Wilu. ,, 

A final disposition so often done \>7 others was •twill, 
order aad iireot my aegro man named Edward shall be trefJ at 

my death.• 

With tbe 1l:Pitish OCC\lpat1oa of Ph1ls4elphia (1717-78) 
under General William Rowe and Sir Henry Glinton, pro-British 
actioDS beca.Jllt. more proxaounced ; bolder. 'l'lle Battle ot Cheney 



T 

Clow·•s Port was a p1'4'oduct of t hi a: British sympathy. 
Ohene7 Clow came to t ld.a cou.nt17 during t be tint half 

0£ the 18th century with his pareat,s. From England, tney 
settled 1n Queen Am'J.e • s County, Sary lend., When be wa.s 
twenty•tour rears old, Ch$JteJ Clow joined the Mar1lan4 t~oope 
t ·o:- th~ FJ'ench and Indie.nd Wai-. Acquaintances of his froa the 
area also jobed but in the Dela.ware ¾ti.U1 t1a. They were Capt • 
David Clerk, Lt. John Rees.• Oapt. Charles Hillyard., L~. ~~es 
Stout, and Ensigns John Cahoon Esq •• thous Tilton and Job.a 
Clark. 

'When he retume.41 Clow bUilt h1e house 200 ya rd.a east of 
thee Delaware - Maryland box-5,ter ia Keet CoW'tJ• Cl.ow•s toq 
sympathies came to the tore when hie boae was chos en c.a at~ 
cal point fo-r local Tories. He ware descri bed as a British 
captain before the war and. held that rank f.lhea the Revolution 
began . ., W1 th the ia-ereae&d naraseaent fro• ~017 raaraud,u!'S1 Lt. 
001. Oharles Pope1 Delaware Militia• we;s ordered to Grogtow.n. 

On April l4t 1778 Pepe wrot• Covenor Caesar Rodney that 
"·It 1s w1ih .a CertaintJ % can iatorin yo\l that .the repo:et of 
the Tories having a fort built is a t11tth for tbis Ds1 myeelt 
w1 th a party of abou..t torty wae within /~lm shot .of their worJcs 
.... on our appearance u.pwa:rda ot one hundre.4 sallied outt seve
ral shot waa bob.anged • After taking full view of their works 
and fil141ng it prott against our •mall!1umbe:r F()rced ti.:e party 
to retreat, We Jdlle.d one of their party_, ~. J)e:rougb. of 

. . . ,: .· '!11:·1:,:~t~~i . 

0:fOse Roade , ( Suqrna) waa snot through lh• tb"letu 
.,as there te no provisions la the plnce ,bave Order ee twen• 

ty foul"' men to 4o Dut7 ot the lU,gb.t & ~h,e Best to look out for 
Quutere with erden to attend tomorrow. m:orning .... pra-1~ Send ue 
wb.at Cut.ridges you can e»ar«;1 • l1kew1..£Ht ·• Whiskey and provi
sions• without which I cannot carry tlte fort, I have Wrote 



General Smallwood on the Su.b~&ct Ii Requ.est his eentU.ns a 
light field peice+'' 

HopetullJ; Qrogtown took care of Pope•.• whiskey aee4s . 
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Ae to'¥! aaan.u.n1tiea1 tt wae poaslbl7 under hie orders that the 
lead .root at Aspend.al·• wae melted down for caueket bttlle. 
Aspen.dale was built by Ohar:les Nwnbers 1n 1771 on. pa.rt ot the 
Dunoas ter tract. Not tar otf was "briek hole• whel'"t the o1q
wae tug to make tbe brlckih Thia M14dle Ge&rgisa house with 
Jl.emish•borui work has two oouraes of' moulded b.rick caps cap
ping the water table. Its greet room measured 2a• X 191 ad 
was the largeet J:'OC!»m yet b\111t ill »elawe;re tor its t1me. 
Another 1D~ere$tlng facet to this house 1.a that thtJ o~1ginal 
paint at111 remains on 1ts exterior. A shingled :root now ap• 
pears whore the lead not once was,. 

ChaJ:le . J?ope w.rote to Rodney two 4a7e latex- tba, be wae · 
still snor-t; of suppli,a but it wae now basieall7 a nutritional 
one. Rodney only sent ".fitiy wt. of •eet & on• bbl. ot bx-eacl 
tor ttpperde of one hl:UldN4 11en.·" He also w:-ote "- if you tAean 
to have the lilitla kept· to geth•r pray Send us a Supp°17 ame
Aie.te·l7 otherw1ae lt will be out of 'llf1 power to keep them 
loneet- than this nitlht•• He netdetd eupplies quickly for he 
wished to engage Clow that night. In fsct, he ordered W.litia 
f~om Cb.ester, Md .• to meet him one mile and half trom "Coloael♦• 

Clow•• •tortr-e,u,.• It seems tbat Cheney Clow was rising in 

imports.no ·• ho days later when Caesat- Rodney wrote fb.omas 
Mclean al>out the battle lie we.a · talled •oenl. Chin.a Clow .• " 
Clow• s· f'ortr ss' was1 at the aoat, probably a. aull stoclcadeh, 
But dur1n& these t:ry.ing tiui•• Clow waa a ~eal and defini t-e 
threat,. 

JD th lettel' to Mcltean, llodne7 etatea the.t Pope was 
order&d out against. ttGenl .• Ohma Clow and bis arm,- of Refugees" 
an4 soon routed Clow after Clow had mareheo. out and repulsed 



the Ma.:ryland Militia comhtg to Pope1 s aid. The tort was 
burnt and •about a thousand weight ot Bacon and two barrel• 
ot flow•i-" we.s tak~!ih Thi:s helped increase l?&.pe• s alr•ady 
depleted food stores. 

More detail about the ensa1 S$flt was given when Rodne7 
wrote Henry La\lrens, Preeio,eai of the Oon.tinental congreas, 
April 24• 1778; 

•-on 1\teeday the tou~teenth Instant I Get 
information that About one b.undred aacl. 1'ift¥ 
Insuga.nts unde~ ttte Coaa.nd of G.11$ China Clow 
wel"e Anae·d: and Aseeabled on tb:e Weatem aide of 
this County n•ar the borders ot Mar,lund .. l, as 
soon e.o possible Collected and Sent Ab0-ut one 
hundred s.n4 forty ot tne Militia of tliAis Couat1~ 
under the Coimnand ot Li:. co•l Pope ot th-e 1>$la• 
ware•• against them • ~he Izu.1~gents bad built a 
fort whiob. tb.e Militia Su:x-rounded on tb.e !hu:rsday 
night tollowiag bttt Ir. Olow and his Gaag1 h.eai-
ing of their approach, fled• fh• &1l1tia our.at 
the Fort and secured •1-1 the Stolen Effects in 
and about it and Ret1.traed • X then titted out a 
number of· Roi-se-men• Since when man7 ot them have 
been taken an4 othev• Surrendered ta the nu.m'ber 
in l.l, or about. f'iftJ, aboUct twent7 of wholl be• 
tng einalt men, are sent oft with a :recruiting 
:party of th~ Delaware Regiment to enlist _o:r de 
Wore• - so that with what the Karyl.and i1111t1a 
have don•• thie btenal set ar. 1 I believe, 
brGke up, and I hope to hear in a few days that 
the Villain Clow ts i'f?.ken.• 

. !fbe added P .s, sl:u,me the u3enc1 ot the times, "Tl1e7 
inoreased verr:, faet and l believe, if the7 had not been op• 
posed ver:, suddenly and. witb. Spirit they would have become 

·, 

to:rnd.de.llle in a Ltttle' time.• fhis 'lox-7 u.p:rising hastened the 
passage of the !fest Act b7 the General Asseabl7 111 Jlay, l.778., 

Bowevel:" Clow was not -take.n at this ti?JHh Hanna failed 
to take the, oath of alle41anc• Wlder th• Aot ot 1778, ae was 
arrested tor trea.eon iA 1762. Oa a •~•ember 11ight a Sh r.itt•s 
poaee was se~t io arrest him at his house whore M , retltrned.. 
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Wben the o:r4e:r to eurren4er we-s shout&cl a tuasilade anaw4!re4 
them f.rOJll tbe darkened hollse. fhe rapidit7 of the shote froa 
the hQt:Ute: indicated several defenders while th.e poss~ fired 
back. When the1 moeked dovm the door Clow•s oo-horts es
cape4 leaving Clow and his wewad&d wife behind. 

One Josep,h Moore ot tb.e posse was killed and it wao at 
thio engagement that l>r. Jamee Jones atteaded to the wounded 
Militiaman. 

Halfway back to towtt Olow, d:reaaed in his Britiah uni• 
fora. end the posat were met bye compa.n, of' ilitia who de
manded oustody ot the :priaon.eJ> ui ol.'"der to tiang him., 'fh• 
refueed and managed to get him to ~ail • He was brought to 
trial December 10, 1782 on the l)barge of •not having the tea• 
of God before hie e:,ee bu.t beUla moved and seduced by the in• 
stigations of the Devil, as a, false rebel and traitor to the 
said State (Delaware} intending the GoverW11ent thereof to 
seduce and redttce the same to the domination of the ling or 
Great »~.ttian." 

Clow convinced tbe jUX7 that he w1.ia an enell\7 otfioer and 
as sueh should. be t~eated as a prisoner .of war. He was ae
qui t tHl. B\l t in 118.) his enem;b;u1 pressed ft.'lMhe r charge a• th 
Anglophob•s demand.el Clow•e ooaViQtion· ou the c<>wit ot the 
murder of Joseph Moore, 

Though the eV'1d•noe was .fllmay about Clow shooting Moore 
ill the darlme.ea ot the n1ghj, nevertheless he was found guilty 
of murier._ He was se-atence4 to be hanged but 1 t wss not until. 
l 786 that the date of e.xeeu.tion wes et ... at Clow• a own req1:uu,t. 

Por six years while he remaine4 in Jail bis wife pleaded 
tor his lite but the b,ittern•ss of the Whi,gs pr•vailed. and he 
waii hanged. Caesar ltodney declared th.at ne neve:t" b•tox-e w:lehe4 
to be Gove-nor until now &JO that he might save Clew. After the 
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exeeuti,on e. "great re-vulsioll of fe"lingtt wae felt 1n th,e coun

t¥ over the w&J this brave man was t•ated., 

* • 
Witla the war over Grogton ocmld now grow. At ibis point 

we oome to the :toun41n& ot the town and its founder., During 

the 1790'& the xuune fl! Grogto• \'HUil used intel"ohaag•abl7 with 

Lewis O:ross Roads 11am daft r Phillip Lewis. Not1e• also that 

in 1761 thome.s Cnig used the name Low1etowa in his petitio~ 

for a ta.vi rn, Ai other points 1a it ' bisto2!"Y• Lewis• Bridge 

was use4. It was neae<l after Lewis who owned all the eui-roll.nd.• 

ing lend 1n 1791, extettding ae tar a Seven Hiokol"'ies, and who 

laid out the l anee in 1796, He 0Qe4 a part interest in th 

Kenton Hotel, e. to er laiidm rk and., aloq ith a r lative of 

his, ltark Lewie,, own · d the local tavern. 
Phillip Lewis was the only child of Phillip e.n4 ary l,ewie 

of Little Creek Hundred, His: father died. when be wa !lin years 

old and b.ia mother was to hold his inheritance until he :re ch.et 

the ag of twenty-one-. fo Phillip went two•tl\irds of the es,ta te 

while his mother we.e to reo1e1'e one-third. She was also left 

with tbe charge ot teaching their son •aeadit1g1 writiag and 01-

ph-e.ring Both Vulga11 an4 Deaemil aritbmatiek and to be well 

vefied 1a the mathematioks to Read and t.U'l4erstarid Latten Well.• 

.A ,,0011tuentall;y oriented education it was. 

BJ Febnial:7 24.1779, Mar, r man1e4 to Riadon Ji hop on 

month after sh beearae ,· wido. Bishop petttioaed the Orphan 

Court in Do•e.r to be charged with the estate. It was approve4 

bJ !hoaae Rodney and the legacy oam to J,2821.♦. 

1791 was raeatuou 7ear for Phillip Lewie. While wait-

ing tor his impetlding inheritance, Lewis D)&rried. Dorcas A:nnita e 

Jan-.&at7 1, 1791. Sh.e was eighteen yea;rs old and the second of 

three daughters to Joh:o. Armitage and Prances Cooch wb.o 1n t:u.m 

was the daughter of Thomas Cooch Sr. from hence Cooch's Jri4g , 

de~iv• it naui;e . 
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KENTON 

Kenton Hundred follows Duck Creel{ Hundred 0 eographi

cally ~ This Hunrirea. was creBted by an o.ct of_ ·the General 

Assembly, February 3, 1869 ,, It was formed f:t>orn Duck Creek 

and Little Creek Hundreds, and c0mpri&0d a11 · the oi•igina._1 

territory of those Hundreds which lie -west of the Dela-

Railroad. 
., 

wnre !. 

The boundaries of Kenton Hund.red,-',a.re: On the nqrth, _- · . . •. 

Blackbird Hundred of New Castle County and 'Duck Creek; on 

the east, the Delaware Railroad; on the southwest, Dover 

Hundred and Fork Branch of St~ Jones Creek and on the west 

by the State of Maryland, Little Duck" Creek runs through 

the center of the Hundred, and its several branches keep 

the meadow lands well watered., 

The Delaware rlailroad running down the east side, the 

1: Delaware and Maryl8.nd throu.:_;h the c1;,n tre 1:m,1. a·bout one tiile _ 

\! of the Ken,t County, Srny:cna and, Delaware &-:.y R~1ilro~d ·1n the _-· 

\! 

ii" 
no i-thwestern section., In 1880 th0 population wn s two thou-

IC 

li' 

i 
I 

sand eith t hundred and There h8s _ 'J;)een no_ survey 

since the erection of the hundred, but the a1~~0 is abc;iUt . th1fty-· 

five thousand acres. 

• I 
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Ii;JdiLY .SETTL1'NENTS 

Early se~·tl~ment~ in the new lands cf America were . 

usually made along the waterways, where the -- settlers. hE;ad 

a convenient and easy mean.a of transportation, and in 

grant$ of land 1n the Hundreq.s of Duck Creek' ~nd L.t ttle ._· 

Creek the settle~s followsed the cousse of- th~ir neighbors · 

in other Hund~edst Most of the s~ttlers 1n ~em ton Hund·t-ed. 

were Engl1sh j and t;tre ~r-~ate~ pori;;i<>n of the land was known 1 . 
a-s the uManor of Fretth~(f 11 ):i'reithn: was 

bea ring date of Nay )', 168,3, A portion of th-is tract_ was 

purchased by the Bristol N:ava.J; Store Company ·1-n 1714, end · 

Benjamin Shu;rmer took tn·,pe~ thousand on.e ilitizl~,red and twentr- . 

f ive acres of thee tract on a branch of Duck ·creek. Walter · 

Dulany 1n 1706, took up a lar.ge tract of this land on Fratth 

as did also Captain lUchai'd Smith 1n l 710. South of the 
2 ' 

"Deer parka t~ct 
.. 

Dulany tract was what was lmown es the 
' . . 

comprising two thousand and two hundred and t1:,fty-f1te acres.·: · 

1 "Manor of Frei th 11 r; is the l::1.::.d in Kenton before 1 t was 
dl~idea into sections or 10~3~ 

. 2 "Deer Park 11 , was the Cro·ss .8.oad.s at Blackis-µon which 1-& 
· now Blackiston I s Cross .iioads. 

. ... 

. . .. 

. I 

.,I 
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This tract was •gro.nted to Banjmnin Blacksinton June 14·, . 

1 ?JJ, by Lord Bal ti more o So,nue:i. Chew e.lso took·. up lands on 

the west side of the Hundred and in the Ne.~,y~a~1d terri•tory. 

0th er large propertJ owne::."s and. ea1"lY s ffL t::. e::.•s in this 

Jmndred were william ellingsworth who received .one. thousand · 

And twenty-five acres of the "Mm,.or of F:..,ei~nll_. 01;1 Litt~e 

Duck creek, which he named 11 Dun:J.aster· 11 • J· . .;:·m· H~llyard, a 

and is described as being on the sou-::;h side of· ·the west 

branch of Duck Creek and on Hillyard I s Brsnch/ .. It is near 

and southeast of the town of Kenton, 2nd adjoini;1g what 

was called II Wapping", 11 Williams Ran6 e, 11 11 Bnliff' · Hill, 11 • 

,; t and others. i.~ pnrt of this. land was by deed of . .gift con .... 

<';, ;: veyed to ,\rthur Cook ' and Elizabeth, his wife, August 8, 

,-:: ·,· 1720, and to Hillyard's gran.dson, John Hillyard,), · 

· .: . The Hillyard tract later ca1ne j_nto th e possession ·of . 

. . \ Philip Le,../i s, who also ow~10d othe:r li:u•6e tn:w'ts, ·. 1nclud1ng· 
l 

. . ~. . .. . 

l the 12nd On which the toi-\:n of Kenton stands. 

Philip Lewis begnn t.he pu.rrJhase of l a nd.s :.M~,y 2, 1791, 

' i then buying three h1::.n d:.:•ed. ~:n,.J. ntxt.y 8cres of · So m.es· E/nson 
i 
l 
I and sixty of Thornao !1ur-pl":ey; :.;~irl November 8, 1791, bough.t 

\one hu...vidred and ftfty--nine ar-res of Williom Dickson 1 whi-ch, 
I 
I 

i1n 1793, wa.s part of a tr8ct surveyed to John )f~r.'.i..es, who,: 

' 

. "' .. 
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ruery 6, 1775, sold to William Dickson, Christopher Long 
. 3 

end Samuel Jemison. These tracts extended to .the "Seven 

Hickories," an old stopping-place for te8.ms on the road from 

Dover to Kc:m·con, so called f"or· tho ~--ea son that seven J:a~·ge ,, \\ 

kickories stood there. In 1825, the Lewis pfoperty was 

divided among the sons of fhillip Lewis, Jeffe~son, Albert G~j .. 

and Phocion P., The first name is still 11 v_lng., The 

lands of 1~1bert G. and .Phociori 1'. were cc;mvey~d to Frederic~ 
. ' . 

Staake and by him conveyed to Ha son Bailey, and are now in the .. · 

possession of Bailey's heirs, with the exception of a small· 

strip of one hu.r!'lred -:~:c.x·oB hal.:i by Elizabeth Joprrn, 

The following ne.mes are of person assessed in Kenton 

, • ·:. , Hundred in 1~85, and are taken from the asses·sment roTis of 

1: 11 ttle Creek and Duck Creek Hundreds, of that date: 

•'" 

1

l'i 
,. 

, . Ii 
"1 .• \, 1!\ 

ii' 
II; 

! 3 11 Seven Hickories", is the name where there was· -seven 
,, large Qickories standing there, at that time. 

' r 1'• 
I l 

t, 
i' 
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Sarah Allee 

John /~llee 

,\qullo ;.ttix 

. \ brrn .:~ndorson 

John ,\ tt1x 

Jeremiah Boroughs 

Bich~rd Borougha 

~dward , f3oroughs 

James Bostick 

Ebenezer Blackiston 

Elijah Boroughs 

John Be.rnes 

Benjamin Boroughs 

John Boroughs 

,•. 
i1 ·• ... 
. ,'r-

Benj. Black1ston, Jr .. 

Drmiel Cummins., Jr.,, 

James Cummins 

Nicholas Clarke 

Wm. Cahoon, 'Esq. ·. 

Daniel · Cummins ,.J 

Johi1. · Ccfoua.s . · ·, 

Wmle ' ylark 

George ,. Cummits - :: · · J· 
.~'./ 

Samuel Cole 

Charles Clark 

Ebenezer Clark 

Benj .. Chew Ezq, • 

DLlnlol Dnv1d, Esq . 

' Isaiah Derham 

.<i' 

.. rosqph I\::i v 1u. < 

Joseph David.,: ;: ~r. 

Hugh Durbcrow 

Wm., David 

Dani el Durharn 

Patrick Downs 

Widow Durboraw· 

Whitenton Durham 

GarrettDush0ne est. 

George Derham"' 

John Durham -

Henry F:::irnons 

'. 
Wm .; Fa.rsons 

Dnvii Griffin 

...... 

' I 
I 
I 
j 
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Lydia Griffen 

Wm. Griffen 

Eben Griffen 

Thomas Hillard 

Bcirth1a Hazel 

Mat±lhew Hazel 

Benjamin Hnzel 

Jacob Hurlock 

Wm. Hutchinson 

George Jazel 

Wm. Hurlock 

John Hazel 

Ebene~er Hurlock 

George Hrrris 

Wm. Hill 

John Hutchinson 

Isirn c Hazel 

John Ham 

John Hill 

i Bell Jones 
ij, 

11
• ' Hannnh Jones 

1-, 

J1~ cob Jones 

Btn j. Jones 

1rnomE1s Jones 

Dr. James Jones 

Sc"'muel Jones 

Richard Keys 

Thomas Lacount . 

Thos. Noore 
. ! • 

. ,~ Robert Moore 

,( . Joseph Meredith · 
' f ' ,r,'! 

i..Wm. Murphey 
,., . 
· \Peter Noore 
;~}~ . . ( 

,.:Cfodfri0 l'lolestari 
: 

.Michael Numbers 

·. Jo s'eph Numbers .. 
I 

Jatnes Numbers · · 

Thomas Numbers 

Joseph Nock 

· Mciry Numbers 

Wm. Nu:n bers 

John Numbers 

Joseph ?:.."ice 

Allen Palrnetry 

A bm o Farsans 
' ' 

Robert Palmetry. 

. ' .. 

Hyland fennington. 

Wldow B.edgeste.r 

i 
. i • 

, ,,I 
I 

'' 
i 

, I 
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i,· Jerm1ah · Rees 
Ii.: t 
:l[ EdwRrd Rees 
;11 

!i'. John Rees 

~: John Sprw=mce est. ,, 

John Spruance 

John sr>'earman 

Wm. Sharp 

Presley Spruance ,. 

John Starling 

Wm. Scotten 

James Scotten 

John Scotten 

Natthew Tilghman 

Wm. Thomson 

,:.bm. Thomson 

John Thomaoo 

' .r t 1 

Mos9S Thompson 

::rethro Thomps·on· . 

Robert Thomson. 

James Thomson 

hO}ld.rich: Truax 

,Tames Tipp1 tt'" · 

Pete Williams 

Snmuel Wi 1 son 

Nathaniel Wilds· 

Wm , Wallace 

Wm. Wartenbury 

Josiah Wallace. 

I; 
Ii 
I 

,' I 

I 
I 

! 

'I 
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James Groen another large owner of 12.nd in Duck c·reek 

Hundred owned a large tract in Kenton known ·~~ · 11 Brenfored 11 , · ; 

Philip Lewis took up s8verol large trE,ct;:; odj°oining these 

and extending from a small settlement known as the "Seven 

Hickories 11 , on the road from Dover to where -the villEige_· of' 

Kenton was eventually builf on his land; and one thousand 
J , 

acres adjoining the settleitent of Seven Hick.ori.es, were . 
( 

om1ed by Moors who came t9 the Hundr8d direct .from Spain in 

.1710, and who se'i:;tled ln a village k.no1J1n.1 a.s. Noortown on 

the Dover-Kenton rond~ 

In 1785, these Moors ov..1ned lor.ze esta te·s and had a· 

properous [md thriving communl ty. John :Jnd Isro.'el Dur_. . 

ham were leading ihe:nbors of this settlement. Tr)ey and 

their descendanmt refused to mingle with their white or 

bl8Cl{ nelghto:r·s 2nd have maintained bo ti'iis 'day their 

pure Moorish blood. Several families now remain in this 

section as direct de'scendants, of these Moors. 
l , 

A CL/STON 

\ .. 

Clayton, the largest town in Kenton Hundred, is in.the 

extreme northeast8rn part of the hundred. The .. earliest 

\i settlement ot or near the present town site was known ns 
,::-

11 Jintown II on the road to Smyrna Land.ing. The land on which 

with a reyersion of the fee to one William Wartenby, in.case 

Tibbitt had no heairso In 1859 1 ':L1:1.bbj_tt sold .ground for a 

. / -- . 



Kenton 

ii 
I 
i· 
i,. 
f,: ,, 

11;;.c,t .. -

Post Office 

) 

! 
! 

. I 
, .. -----------------\ ,, 

I 

l 

. : .:::.::+·:··::·:!;, ?tJ.l:~:;;'1;i:::;::;:i:f/fi\7 ">•:i;~i: ~:,,:,~;, .. ;,:,.:::,;;.;;;;;/;;~:,;:.,,:;:,J:;i \ · ll/1~~:..:11.t•:i,~::r,,Z:::1i'.i:,,,7 .~,, ••1v;{'''-·,:.,1 .. 1.,,,~·'.-~'1'i11.~.·,;.,~J1j,',/11r'm'.~:;IJJiflJ/1t:h1~'tJ11; tflJi::"';1,•.;:,.,11.·1 • .,4.i ; ' I. /jl 111•,u,-, :,l,J1J,1a1,'111i/l,l,l1t'J.~'Jh;:,11/J,ll/'j{,l, .. , .. ,,,Jf/l,;!/il{ ;.• .. .'], ·,~11•,,n,:ll111•l'•ll"1/Ht,,._,,.,,, ! 

Old School House 

Kenton E.. 

i:~f\:-' 
i 
; -
l 
I 

'l 
l 

Kenton Public E:choo1· 

1_1,,, 

','.Y:~l.f.< 1r.❖J:~~'!Jf0~·~/ 

),, 
;1; 

ti' 
}_;,::( 
,,;, 



(", 
·: .. • .. , ..... 

town site, the DeJ.aworo E.::.1ilrm:.id wcs built and ¢i" town est

ablished along the roilroad. e quarter of a mil.a from the ·site · 
• 0 

of the old 11 Jintown 11 , settlement .. 

The town was nemed Smyrna. Station. In 1860, th~ Post

Office Department recognized the town for postal purposes: 

9s Clayton but tt was not until 1877, that an Act of the 

Legislature changed the name from Smyrnr- Station to Cla_yton, . 

F.Jt which time the town was also incorpor2ted,,. 

KENTON 

Kenton 1s the oldest town in the hunc.red., eni situated 

near the centre, on the DeLS1wrire and. l';~u•~~la.ni Ba.·1lroa1, w_es 

first known as Lewis II Ci,oss-aoc:ds, cfterwaris . . as· Grog-

. . 
Kenton. It wos called Lowis 1 Cross-reals: n.fte:r ..?hilip 

Lewis, who, in 1791, ow11ed all the surroundi~g_ ~and, and. 

laid out the roads in 1796. 

The oliest house in the town is one now· occupitd ,by 
•, . 

Hrs. ~iary Greeno It wr;is built by fJbilip Lewi.s, ani is of 

frame; and was move:l d:;(b its present locat'ion. ~q9ut seventy. 
(. 

. ' . 
;/1..,r_, r.:; i,~11c;;-: ._. Cn tL? ,:,.'il'l'tu: · . ;, ?.It ol,~ ~.:rlr,:;~ ).~ou~r~ stc)nji:pg on· 

the roa1., which w2.s built. sbortly af't5r11~ard.s :ancl used as the · 

The 011 hotel 1 still stard . .ing ari.d known ~s the Kenton 

Hotel, we s 21s0 buJ.l t by him in 1E~09. It w2 s ·oc ·cupied ·by 
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run it for a · number of years., Ch r.:u•les Hfl.mm 'riE1d it in 1843 

rmi in the SDme year Tl1onms L. Te1:iple, a brother of Gover

nor Temple, took in end ran it for a number of years; it 1s .. 

now in charge of ferrance Carvin. 
., 

The post-office wos started. in 1860 1 c1n"4· s~nce that- time. 

the postm8sters haJ been w~ H~ Taylor, John Wilds, William 

c. Jump, Joseph Roop, Williem H. Moore and W •. Denny Wilds. 

The town I S ID8in &,rowth has been since tne :~ar_, and. the 

Legislature, on !~pril 23, 1887) passel on .Bet incorporating 

it into a town .. 

At present there are three gencrol stores, ·ke'pt by 

J . M. Arthurs, W. H. Nbore ani W~ Ta ylor; a m11i1riery siore, 

two blFicksmi th shops c.,nd one 1rug store o 'l1here a.re sixty · 

houses and a population of three hunJrei. 

KENTON IN 1920 

1 
Kenton in 1920, looks somethin6 llke this: ';Dhis . is 

the ybs r my father brought here to live with Uncle 

Jtmmy Burrows. He kept store in the oll Hotel. The build~ 

1ng hrs. Bigers h8s had." tot:'n .iown. ' Uncle Frank ·ke.pt sto:re .· 

:l.n whe t is the Cli f ton Prop E::- rty~ ... 

There were two hc rd-wE:.re stores., Now located in a 

building which belongec. to Mr " John i~rthurs., No·w the 

l Kenton in 1920: InformDtion from 
Mrs. Avis .Pinder in Kenton., 

'\ , 

. I 

·, 
I 

\l 

,· • , 

I ' . 



I 
f 

I I 

Ruch property. The post office run by Hr,. Will18m Arth\iDs 

was located there too. It stodd in the corner of the ·1ot 

opposite Mrs. Thomr:i s. The other, hardware store was rur,i by 

Mr. H. Hilyar:i, Sr., which is now Ray~ond Fai.li.kner'. 

There was a store or rather a meat mEJ.rket were th.e 

post office 1s now. Mr. Bull owner.. Mr. J'ohn· .Arthurs had 

a canery down the ra.ilrond. tr2,ck opposite si ,ie from the 

Diamond State D8ries~ 

Mr. Biger had a canel""y what now is the Van Holten., 

Later in the year 1923, or 1924, Mr.H. Wa H.ilya_rd. ware in 

partnership with him. 

There was an old. log cabin located where ·Mrs~ Biger 

built her new home. It had two rooms~ The big· roo;n was .. 

curtain off for a sleeping space. The ki tche:n: had just ~ 

dirt floor. Mr. Biger 1 s }loather and F'ather lived there;_ 

Mr. Rnd Mrs. DBwson. 

Then there was another store loc8tei next to tho l ·og 

cabin. This was operatei by Mrs. foorc. Next to 1t and 

what :rus now the post office W8S c, Blacks •11i th ·sh_op. !'fir .. · 

Biger and Mrs. Heed were tho Elac~Sffilths~ 

The Barb(:;:r shop was a shoe rE..:pair place. , Mr .. Donle>p 

was a shoe repair m2nl.and painter.. The OOI'ber- ·s11op was · ~ri · 

the Jewell Property beyond Hoores store. The barber wos 

Al Morgan. (Morrish race) 

The station weo opposite Weigle's mtlla Trains came 

into Kenton four times daily. Two north bound -ana two• ,. . . 

,, 
i 
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south bound. 'l'imo oround 8:00 n ncl lOiOO a ,m. and .. 3 :JO 

r nd 6:00 Pom. 1rl1 0 fl" Gif;ht station w::is ()9po8ite1 the 

auri tan lot, 

'fhe creamy was located in the ciliibored se·ct'ion near 

v.~~n Holten~. Just below Raymond Rord's,. The inilk wc1s 

taken to the railrond. by horses. They were beau~iful. 

Dr. E. P. Smith liv0d where Virlins' now liv:ed and..hfs 

of fice wns where Elva \ {.ttix has a storage buil'ding. The 

small buil1ing next to her home. He later bought __ the home 

where Eva Carey now lives. 

On the street where the trailers are, the.lot belongtng 

to Mrs. Davis was a sarnll building that was a jn~l. Mr. · 

Shultz was town cop • . · 
.. ·, 

Not that I knew, this following but Mrs . ., Hugr:ies, father 

was a doctor. I have been told that he had scim~ sort of·a 

hospital there in his home. ( The Hughes Home,) .· 

!.nother doctor who left before I came to Kenton was: Dr •. 
. . . l 

l'. oney. They J.i ved wb;;;~:-e Hrs. Sn~ie Kno~tB rtow: lives. 

l Ken ton in l 920from 
Mrs~ Avis Pinder. 
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When the R.'1ily home was bcug'i1t 'from Nr. Lewis,· l\I:r;- ,, 

Brliley roje s. horse from Centreville t ·o Kenton ··w1 th a twt.n¢,. 

used for a belt, and it was al.l raggedo HE: buri .ed his• 

monBy in the branch betwe.en tl'.le Bailey property and tne 

Somerville property. 

When it wa;s auctionqd off he bid the gigh:est and peo~l~ 
' didn 1 t think he COUl(i .P,:'lY .fo .r ;l t. He left and . au:g up biEf . 

money and. paid cash for it to evBry ones' sur-t=>rtse. 

In 1'9◊7, the ·wheeJ_ ... r.igrrt shop was where'.N.r. Haze1:113 

home .is now. The Hoop Sho,p t~ 1917 f ws s wh~r~ they 'tmd.e 
' . 

hoop for· vessels:,, and. ,s~ilitig :·shtps., This: WO$ ,done bY, Dr.'•. 

Money in off time. · H~:i too.k in government cont.rccts. M:r. 

Taylor ran th~ butter, fac'tory. Th·e·re was also m armory' 

where the Cliftops lived, OP the four corners . of Keh0t:01:1._ 

In the town of Kenton in 1873., there were three cloctors f. 

Dr. Godwin he.d his off1ce at the EJwar•d At'tix home and ·at 

the Somerville f"jplace • . Dr. Cooper at ·the Coop.er home, and. 

Dr. Temple was in the town • . I.bout three years.later there 

were three new doctors, in town as Dr. Me.nsri.;p~ Vir:ien .and 

Dr. Money, and Dr. Smith. 

In 1887, Hr. James Hughes taught at KE?riton and in · 1907, · 

Hr. Edward Hughes his nephew also taught a.t the old Kenton 

school where Hr. Everett owns. 

2 neference on Kenton: 
From Nr. Ed Ward Hughes. 
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ChUl"Ch in SeptE;mbt)I' 1.5, 1678 and he h8.S all . the records. of 

the church. GOCi0ty~ 

Terance Carvin, owner of the old Hotel in Kenton operat·ed . . 

during the 1887s, and. there was a fight in t)?is old hotel, 

turned over a sto:ve, cmd. he ·picked it up and- threw 1 t ·out - · : · · 
\ 

in the street with the fire and all. 

There was sometime between 1887-1888 a cyclone came 
. . 

through Kenton and knocked out the enJ of the. school build- . . 
. . . 

ing. The scholars were home but Nro J .. HU:gh~s.was cut on 

:the side of the he~d. The house that stood '.on the cornar, · 

of the property now Nr. Everett I s was also .to:rn apart · 

knocking a:a:np into the street and unharmi~g a woman lying 

sick in b0d. 

Where Mr. Ed. Hughes now Ii ves there stood an i·ce 

house which was also blovm away and tr;ey n~ver found any 

trace of it afterward.s. 

1 Tha old school is moved out on the old Wild's place 
.... 

anci still is standing. The old 1:l ttJ.0 rE::d- jail house W)S ·. 

moved to the 1>ropercy of Mrw E. Ja1'.Pt::ll, as :he used it• for 

a milk house and now as anoclds nnd ends place·., 

Mrs~ Hughes, is now the oldost native-still re~idint . 

grandmother was 

born in 18820 
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M, ~NUF .. CTURE3 IN KJi.NTON 

\ 
Kenton has been devoted :t.nto the best f~r1ning lands: : 

of the stat0 are in . the hundred, they hav0 be.ep highly · 

cul ti VB ted for years. . Large quantities of, peaches, wheat·, . .... . 

corn an".i vegeatables are raised., . 

Alley. road, on the ; farm :now owned: by .Edward S~reets, shipped 

the first .pe2ches tor m~rket, smd the . return was so prof~ t .. 

able that a •number of the ferme:-.:·s p~antcl tr~es, until ·:to

day three-fourths, of the land is planted with _;peach trees, 
. . . -· 

The shipments from various railroad. st.stions· -have approx- · 
' 

1mated in one year as hi'.gh os thr.ee~hundrsd thousand baskets.· 

The year 1887, was one of the poor-est ever 1C.'l(.)Y'l11, ani fifty-

t housand will cover the shipment~ 

Kenton has also been devoted almost exclus:i vely to · 

farming, and only up to within the past few-years.has there 

been any manufacturing terest outside of old: :gr_ist-mills. _ 

J. B. Mes8ick b:as a small phosphate faG~ry nt Ke.nton, 

which has been in operation since 1884, and ·has an output 
\ ·. . .. 

. . 

\ 

of one thousrmd tons~ Wo P. Wr.lght, sinct::) 1879,' has conducted 

a brick-kiln At Clayton, and rianufactured between three -

hundred thousand to four hundred tbous -::md briek·s a ye(:l.f{ : 
. . . 

John W., Graham, at Kent0n ~ r:;::-'.:::;.· .. 1.fr:ctu:::•0s one bu..ridred thousand . 

bricks · a year, and hAs been engaged ln it for ·seven years·~ 

· Old brick-yards have existed on ti1e ·:ra~;11-. of· Jame::; 
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Cooper Hor.1e 

Old '.rown Hall 

A d. ~ E' i1.s pen· a:.L ·: Home 
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Williams, near Kenton, about thirty .. ,flve years c:igo, but· were 

abandoned in 187511 John T. Poor formerly had .. a yard 1n 

Kenton, but it has been out of use forsaveral .. years. An

other old yard WE'S operated by Nathaniel Wil_~s, on what is 

now the Underwood farm, two miles from Kent.on·~ · 

Being a fruit-growing couTitry, the evaporation and 

canning of fruit is naturally one of the ma.in 1ndustt1es. 

At Kenton, J. M., Arthur has a. la1•ge Cr.:inni.ng establishment, 

built 1n 1882, capable of turning out two h~dred and fifty 

thousand cans of fruit in a seasono In the same town .John 

w. Graham built, 1n 1882, an eva.poration ce.pa.ble of turn-
.,. 

1ng out three hundred baskets a year~ 

WILD'S SCHOQL.,,HOUSE 

91 for t.he reason tte :: .. nr.d uvvn -wh:tct J.t ~:~s erected was · 

give.n by Na t haniel iJildsr which has in its limj_ t s t he town 

of Kenton, the bu:tldil-;g being :Lor.:.ated there~ : In -1829, -. th~re>. · 
6 . . 

was a school-house u sh'.)l''c.\ dlst.~nr~e l,eJ.,Jw Ke·a.ton, with 
.IJ . ,,,fl . . 

-1 

twenty scholars and elght~~:""fi vc cr1lldren bet~•men the ages of 

five and. twenty~ 1.i\10 i o:J.~l 

ed about 1800e 
,;1 t, 

It stood until 1.339 , wb en it was torn d.own and a frame 

building erected in its place,, ::::n ' 1UD5~ the -Legislature 

,, authorized the e:1 ... ectlon of a r:.e~-r bui ld1!1g~ th<;1 old one was 
!i 

11 
abandoned. and a fine brick buiJ..dJ.ng e;;rected in the town of 

}]:' .,, . 
1'':::l 
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Kenton valued nt. three thousand dollars. Iri .1886, there 

were 1n it a graded school end prirn::iry wlth one hundred and 

twelve scholars. 

KENTON CHURCH 

The Ken ton M. Ee Church 1 s in the Sm;yrna Cure u1 t, and 

w.es built in 1818, at the end, of the tow.a o:tl Kenton, o~ the 

road leading to Downs Chapel~ It was o frame building, 

twenty-four by sixty feet. The ground was d~nated and .the 

building erected by Isasc Buckingham, Revo John Durborough ·· 

nnd James Scot\en. Rev. J ohri Durborou~h, was a _ _. grand r,a_ther .. · . );. .. . . . 
of Bishop Cummins, of Kentucky, and the firs~ mintst~r of · · . 

the church • . 

Previous to the erection of the building, services 

were held at James Scotten's house. The old building was 

abandoned 1n 1877, and the present substantial building ~as 

erected in thot year and was dedicated September 1.5, 1878, 

by B\shop Scott,, The list of preachers wil+ be found in the ·: 

article upon the Asbury Hothodist; EpJ.scopo.l Ch~rch of Smyrnf;l,. 

In 1747, o converemce of one h0lf a:ri c ore of l and was 

made by Willim,1 Gr·lf.f ln to ntx m<:m ., t;:r.uoteos of the Baptist; 

Society, for church used after the confession faith ·adopted 

by the Baptist Association at I>hiladelphia, ~~ich met. Sept~· 

ember, This land. was never occupH,d by a chur.ch buil¢11ng, 
' ' 
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the Welsh Tract BaptJ G tr-; rc-:),.: .. U.t the church and the Inde-··. 

pendents ·3nd k.nGwn as Mount Z:i.cn" The congregation and church. 

were incorporated July 22, 1794. In the graveyard of this 

church repose all that W$.S mortal of many of the old families 

of the hundred. 

In 1828, there were 55 members attending the Kenton-. 

Churcho Now, , 1963, there are arou..,d 110 members attending 

the Methodist Church. 

KENTON TENfEBENCE SOCIE:-CY 

\ ~ 
In 1834: AgreeDbly to previcus notice a ·meeting of 

the Kenton Tempernnce Society was held at the Methodist . · _ 

Church in the afternoon and on the evening of the __ _ 

of _____ as 1841, these meetings were add,.ressed by 
.. 

McCasey and Vlcken, two of the reformed drunkors of Balt1-· 

more and it was unanimously resolved that the title of 

this society should be changed from the Kenton-Temperance 

Soci,~ty to that of the 'Washington "Temperance · Society of .. · : : 

/ . 

Kenton, ·as an evidence of the e:fect of these powerful add'"'.'-· 

ress this society~ 
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of these roa~s are; 
. . 

Thia road leadlng from the Duck Creek Cross Roads 
.. 

to Holliday rs L8nding by James Scotteno Throu~l-i' Lewis 

Cross Roads to Duck Creek Cross Roacl.G ~ Tbe roads running · 

from the line through the Cypre13s B1·2.rw~1 trwugh Lewis 

Cross Heads and by Peter Millers' riiJ.l, to Dover. 

i·O.ViJLATICN 

Kenton 1s a small trading center with a population 

that I know 1n these years: 

1900---192 

1910--... 209 
·i 
I 1950---231 
fl 
-i~ 1962-.-, .. 221 

) 
!ii In the years of 1900 to 196~~ you or,:n. see that Kenton,· 
·u 
l_J 

II has fewer people in tr1e town today then, in the· years of 

.. '•' 
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In the yea:c of l)"CO 'Jnt.L;. L:l"C'.)..'1<: 1913 these business 

places were 1:i '!;he tuwn of ¥:ent.on,, 

Hoop Shop 

Wheel-wrl. te· shop 

Barber Shop 

Post Office 

Old Hotel 

1 Hardware st.ore 

1 Drug Store 

l Fertilize Plant 

3 Grocery Stores 

3 Caneries 

l Mill 

1 Creaci~ry 

Jull 

Hosp:1.tal 

3 L°'::J0tors .... then, 4 ether 
:nsw ones later 

l Cl1Ui."Ch ' 

l School 

Liquor Store 

l Butter Making Plant 
1 

1 Peach Dryer 

Business flaoes from 1950 to 1?6Jr 

ipost Office 

School 

Church 

3 Grocery Stores 

l Hardware Store 

1 Canery 

2 :1u.1s 

Diai11eiml State Daries 

l Liquor Store 

· BlJ_J.ard Parlor 

Betty 9 s Beauty Parlor 

l Peaches are layed-on a screen until 
they are dry. 
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C1ifton 1 s Store 

Faulkner's Store 
(KE.mt on Mayor) 

McG:l.nrds Store 

/ 
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The Kent.on Bible Cla::;s st~1 :."'·r.cd ,in 1925., . :M_rs. Tim 

f Sylvester was PreGident with 25 iner.:be:t"G~ ·,l'he Minister was 
I 

Rev. John E~ Parlrnr ,at that time" Ea0h year they hold- an 

Aniversary Dinner. 'rhis year there wer~ 11 charter ~embers 

present. This orca.n1zation helps out w:I. th d1f·ferent church 

expenses . or what ,ei.rer ··is •, neededo 

I{ENTON SUNDAY SCH 1)0L REr.1GUT 

The Kenton Sunday School has }.10 rnemberF3· on roll at . 

the present time. Rev- .. Frank O. Ba ynard 1:frinlshter; Super

intendent Mr. Paul l'almer, Secrc➔ t:.nry Niss Darlene Masten, .. 

Treasury Nrs. Belle l'almer. 

with 37 years of perfect attandance~ 
' 

dUBITAN CLUB 

The Kenton Ruritan Club's charter was s~ga on Dec.-. _·· ._ 

ember 9, , 19.59 with J5 memb~rs pr0san.to There .are now, · 

16 members. This organizd t;j_on hoJ.1:i s :tn the 9orr.muni ty . · 

affairs. The President is Li.r., E:lwa1•d Hugh~s., Jr .. 

. . . ·, 

I ' , ,. 

• I 
.• 





' 
J 

A S.1>F'.iDALF: FO:r~;:;: 
{Route 300 1 a'!:,01~ ~; :.:•, r-:·J.,l. ,:J s ,;;,i!.,hwest of. Kenton) 

1 
Aspend8le, r::ut::~ t iu 1•:771 ... / } 5; stk.:ncls on part of a tract: 

origin1:.lly lmown as D~mcaster. ; •. gr.ent portion of this 

tract, · at the !H➔cirlw:aters Qf the sourthwest bra~ch of Duck 
1 

creek, was deeded 1n 1770 to Cha:t>les Numbers •. . "Yeoman, of. · 

Duck Creek F'ores~o 11 

Cl1c.1rles Numbers started to build his home in 1771 

and completed it in l 77J.. Not far off 1s the old 11 br~ck 

hole 11 (now a small marshy pond) whence was dug.the clay· to 

make · the bricks to be used for the three ... ,bar, two storey 
•, 

and attic house of Georgian quality,, Apart from plan, it 

might be calss1f1ed as restrained M1ddle-Georg-ian with some 
. . 

. . . . . ' 

Early-Georgian elements, and a venture or two:1nto the· futur~, · 

Aspendale 1s one trn the oompa.rati vely small number of 

old Delaware houses that have never passed f,rbm ownersht:p· by · 

the families of the original buildres, and have been contizi..;. . · · . 

ously 11 ved-in by them. Charles Numbers was the great-g·reat ' · · 

grandfather of the present owner,. The house Chalres Numbers, 

bu11 t in 1771, has, ther~:tore, escaped suc}:1 -~al treatment as 

changes in ownership so often caused 3 and lik~w1se the 

neglect and abuse incident to absentee landlord.ism. 

': . . 

The Flemish-bond brickwork of the south-and north fronts· 

1s of admirable quality, a.nd 1t 1s worth not_1ng that two 

' I 
I . 
i 
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counses of moulded bricks cap the water-table instead of the 

more usual single course o A belt course, f1 ve bricks: ·1n 

width w1 th the three middle courses recessed,_ imparts .eff- : -; 

ective accent to the south and north fronts~ 

. By way of contrast, the east e.nd west ends of the ·hol.ls_e, · 

with their twin chimneys coupled by short curtain walls;·. 

are stuccoed. When the house was completed in 1773, the·- ridge. 

of the ro<.5f was slightly fattened.1 covered with lead, -n1_ade 

with lead, made into a deck between the paris of chimneys;. 

and enclosed wl th a balustrade~ During the Revolution·ary. 

War, the lead was require:r• for bullets. ':i'he balustrade was··. ·· - . .. 

then removed, smd the shitgJ.ed roof g1 ven 1 ts present form._: 

The one .. storey and attic frame wing frame wing at· the _· : ·· 

west end ·adds a note of interest to the composition. It 1s ·a. 

good instance of the frequesnt Delnware hnb1t of having a 

frame wing on axis with the main body of the house. It is 
~ . . . . . 

older than th'e rest of the house, just bow much 1 t is ~mposs1ble1 

to say. 
! 

The particulqrs of constructlon indicate that it· 
':'' ., 

was / already standi.ng "rt)hen the brick stru,,::t::..i:re was erected. 

It is certainly of 1111,1011 earJj_e2· Lyf>e I thf:1 on~ •room, fireplace· 

ing stair, a lnddor or i:steou gave access to the big chamber 

above" The preV'ious pz·esence of the wing ' may have s:uggested :_ 

the plan of the 17?1 building<: 

· , .. 
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l The various dependencies, far1,1 buikldings, o1d lanesj 

and divisions between the fields, have never been changedi 

and al though there have been renewals and additions about· · • 

'the barn. Aspendale a.nd its plantation surroundings are: 

f1rtually1the sam~ as when Cha:ri•.ef.3 Numbers finished his :.: 

bri~k ho~se in 177';3. The place 1s & living example of a 

prosperous Kent County f~rmstead in the lElst qtmrter of the -

eighteenth century. 

It would be little short of' a miracle if Aspendale h~d 

altogether escaped Victoritn "improv'eme:1t., 1t ~e "improve. 

ment, II however, was of very limited extan·c and easily elim

inated. Outside, it cot1s:'..st8d of a Victorian verandah hit. 

ched onto the mid.dle bay o~ the south front: and an '!orna~ · 

mental" Victorian cornice.. Inslde 1 two p£:.rti t+o:ris encroached 

upon the area of the la!"ge parlour,, 

When the present om19r toolc over after the demise of . 
two ·old spinister aunts, who had ocr.n;;,pied Aspend~le during 

•· pa rt of the Victorian Ero. and l :n tho year;:, fcq_iowing, the 
I 

onl y exterior restorntlon ue·.:~-:hxl )&?8 the :re ,:,10:,t::1:l of the· 

. o.foresr.dd V~)l'•cmda.h, e.ncl tjlJ~ 1•0 11:i:::i.oom.rmt; c,f' ·L~h t) corn :'t. no !'pre- · 

tttficatlon II by a Geo:i..'g1r,n, cornice J.11 purf r-:: .. ~t;. scale w.t th · . . 

the house to Induor&i, O!J.ly th~ parlour· partl tions had· to b~ -

taken away. 

One of these partitions had sl1ced off th~·west sid~ of 

the parlour to make a long, narrow hall from· the front do'o:r 

. ·. ·. 
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c l ear .throug\ to the door on the no:i'.'tb front. The other 

divided what was left of the pa1•lour into two .smaller'. rooms~ · . ·. 

When these came out, the origlnal character o'f the room· 

appeared. Its ,ample dimensions, twenty, .. gight by eighteen·. 

feet, essured exceptional d1gn~L ty and spaciousness; 11:i was 

a.ctunlly one of the largest rooms 1n Delaware when the.house 

wo s bt:.1lt. Removal of tbs part.:\.t1ons, beoides revealing a,. 

room of unusual and sat1sfy1ne pr•oportions, .d_isclsed the 

· formerly obscured fine pm1rjlitnQ; encl th e cupbo.3rds at each 

side of the fireplacee 

On removal of the paI•J..our pc.r·t:l t.ior:. r-; )i the . original plan .'. >- · 

of the house at once became obvious an,l :i.ntell1gible. · When 
. . . 

Charles Numbers bull t ltlis house, he adopted the "Q.uak~r plan" . :· 
. . 

William Penn had advocated in 168l}r a plan · 11.ttle heede~ · 

elsewhere 1n Delaware. Georgian methods wer~confined to 

the exterior and to the a:ppoi.n tment~s of the 1nter1or .. . Tpe 
.. 

p8.rlOUl" was the one big room; the partitlon 11 near the m1.ddle 11 

d1v1ded "one e::.d of the:;: house 1.nto tw~ El\11 :'-lll rooms, . II the hall 

and the stucy (formerly a din:ir.gn•roo;n)" Tl1o frs me wing. was 

the "added" room and b '.::i·ce'Jle the kitch·,n,, .0.spendnle, indeed, 

affords the best instar .. :.o in Delaware of w~v=1.t can be 1..¢.quest-. ·. 

ionably identified as the "Quaker pJ.an" recomr!'ended by Penn. · . 

As to the appointments of the interior, besides the 

handsomely panelled whole east; or 'fireplace wall in the 

parlour, already mentioned, there is a wood oorhice and:·a 
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.. 
chair ra 11 bt~ t, in. tho i:1r-:i..::1.11<:rr.· o:f the day t no . panelled dado. 

In the hall 1 t:"le emt!.re fD.•Ap1.n.cn w2..ll is p;:c111e;:.1ea.; there is 

a good wood.8n cornice an.d chair rail~ In the .stud.:; the· vlgor. 

ously panel:L~d drv!o, chimne~r .. ,breast anc. c•;.pl:ioe-r-.ds, an~. the· 

robust woodcm c~r-nlce~ are all of a p.'.ltte:rn mu.~h earli.er· 

than the actual J.at,e of the 110·1..;.~:";., In c1:::.1 1lkeTihooa., the 

joiner had lee.r:ned his CLf7tlft u .• "2.de:.' 115.s graTI'.l:te.the:i:• and· was 
loath to gl Ye up time.,,hor.cu:rcd pr::;i,_:t:i.ces o Inetances of the 

same thing occur in rle::1:i~y of nth(-;l' h(:,1.u1eG ~ · In the upstairs 

rooms there is the f.!Dr.!e c;1:r•t0ifully=stull:1.8d r::md: admirable pan-

elling and other wood.iimrk o.s thcro J.r, riown ~; tn.lrs., Sc much 

.. 

T't1ere are ne, rn.si11tels a'oo-re ony of the f1 replaces except· 

in the kitchen; '~he p2.:c,elllng ancls 1r1. r:.1cnl,J..l~1gs framing each 

fireplace,, All tho f'irerlaces 0.:re of diffei·ei:i.t rneesurements, 

including one in the a·c tic~ ( vri tl101..~.t panelling or any other 

accompar..ying grace,) which is pro'ba'bly the s1:w,llest fireplace 

I:; 1s w-o:-."th noting that ln tho study ·the paint on the 

. . 

no.·,., fun the w.si.l~.s ls Lr..o ;~;.::i,ru-3 ~cJ.o\l!' as the or~:gJ nal llme ·wash • . 

This eame fortu.::~'lt8 p:...,Gst,rv:~t:'.on of prd;1t and vmll co.lours 

Occ,, ...... el"GT/1,.,, ~ ... ,.,, .t-,-, .L.1,,, l•. ~,, ,.,, ·~ co~ ·:•c· 
· v'\ <~. - - . ..:> · 1 .. v.L ·· - J~"' J. (.11,..~ .,,.,.) \."!.t".'>f-:.,, ,:.1,,.1 ... r.'.1 .,,' ~ . 

venient fm~ mode:t'11 :livlng have in no wj.se altori;d the aspect 

of the house., Enclosure of the north porch to the frame. wing_. 

.. 
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LandscaJ)e 

Bai1oy Home 
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to make a modern kj. t ,.:1:; ''):1.t 1W ..'.'J n.r,1u tiT'3 former kitchen·. -~wail- · : . . 

duction 

go, has 

./ 

ch.anges 

at northeast cs-r11.er cf St.ate Rotri~es · JC'O and 42 o In good 

cond1 tion; excelleZJ.:~ woodwork nr.i:cl par.e1 l.'~ngo 

At the Croos Road.r:: 1n K(mccn, ?.o,D.f;):'J' Eouse, built ·a 

attic b:Pic'k house. 'i..,tey o1ulm ti1a.t there ~ ... s e sl-rnl ton of 
l 

a horse's ' hend between the two floo:riJ .. 



·P111lil1j·ll:11jpni1nll!ffilr-
'::1Jjj 

11 

• 

[f 
. 11 

); 

-JO-

SOI-IERVILLE (MY.HOME) 

One mile beyond, Gamcllen Gorrlson farm. Brick colon- . 

1al home. A two ... storey end attl11, five bay Gflorg-ian brick• 

house, c. 1799 to J.800~ Ext,~r1cr ;ial-::itcd whlte and much 

Victor-ianized 4 !nt.Gl'for ha~ goorl wood.w(JT'k tmd. admirable 
\ 

panelling., In wh~t W.r.38 the purlo~" a J.and.zi:-_,flpte of the. branch·,·· 

where tho ccl0r0d chut•ch now stanclf-J painted. in large d,og

eared overoantel pat~l'3J. .. 

The walls 8.re 16 to 18 lnches thicl<" The .Former h9me · 

of Chancellor Ridg0~.L:'f, whf-)re he held Cow.·t of Chancery, · 

until he moved to Eden Bill~ 

The old b:rir.k buJ.lcl.:L:)[!; now u~ed ns a. barn, i.s still·· 

standing which wns used for a jail for the slavesu There 

is an ice house beneath. 
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