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20 COMMODORE JACOB JONES.

Tripoli, his guards might have been pardoned for hinting
at bowstrings and sabres.

Our second war with Great Britain was hardly over before
Decatur sailed for the Mediterranean in command of a
squadron, and in that squadron the Macedonian, Captain
Jones, was found. The object of the expedition was to
bring down the insolence of Algiers, and before Decatur
returned, not only Algiers, but Tunis and Tripoli, also,
promised to treat America with proper respect. Slowly and
sullenly the Moors recognized that no more tribute could
be demanded of Americans, that our vessels were not to be
seized, that our citizens were not to be held inslavery. The
powers of Europe were stung into manly jealousy by the
truthful saying of the Pope that America had done more
to humble the Barbary pirates than all the rest of Christen-
dom together. 1In the year after Decatur’s visit Lord
Exmouth’s cannon knocked the batteries of Algiers to
pieces, and France still later took up the work of conquest,
a work which was not finished until after the death of Com-
modore Jones. If, to-day, travelers can spend the winter in
Algiers, they in no small degree owe the pleasure of their
rambles to the American seamen of the early years of the
republic. In less than fifty years of national existence we
encountered Tripoli and Algiers, showed ourselves perfectly
ready to encounter Tunis, and put an end to the shameful
oppression and blackmail Europe had tolerated for genera-
tions. Jacob Jones in his youth probably saw the policies
which insured sea captains against seizure by Moorish
pirates, he may have known O’Brien, who passed years in
Algierian captivity and subsequently became our consul to
Algiers; he had spent nineteen months of his life in
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24 - ' COMMODORE JACOB JONES.

The old Commodore, as he looked at maps and charts,
may well have thought that he belonged toa great republic.
He could remember the closing days of the Revolution, and
was old enough to have entered the United States Senate
before the furious debate over the purchase of Louisiana.
Florida came under our flag, Texas entered the Union, and
old Commodore Jones possibly wondered whether the young
fellows who went to California would find gold equal in value
to a good cruise after prize money. FEven to-day a bright
school boy who looks at a colored map, and notes the original
thirteen States, the vast Louisiana tract, and the later
expansions is deeply impressed by the westward wending
of the course of the empire.” These growths meant more
to an old man who had watched all these great steps. In
his boyhood there were pessimists who declared that the
country could not exist and must go back to British rule:
in his prime the Indians threatened every settlement
beyond the Alleghanies; while he lay blockaded in New
London the English were planning to capture ILouisiana;
and he lived to hear that American soldiers had entered
the halls of the Montezumas, and that England had given
up all hope of securing Oregon. He had captured the
Frolic before Stephenson experimented with his first loco-
motive, and he lived on beyond the days of the incor-
poration of the Pennsylvania Railroad.

As a bone recalls by-gone ages to the eye of the paleeono-
tologist, so a word may tell of what has been and now is.
In the letters of 1812-15, our naval officers continually
speak of ‘‘telegraphing,’’ using that word where we would
say ‘‘signaling.’’ Possibly the old Commodore, who gov-
erned the asylum, may still have spoken of ‘‘telegraphing,’’
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