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STATE:

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Delaware
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Kent
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
T Il entri let licabl ti AR IO .
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) ILdpJOIOQ/A
Mr name _
COMMON: -
’ ‘arsonl Thome_gfeinsion x~CTLL jpTv
ANO/OR HISTORIC;
|2- LOCATION
STREET AND NUMBER: y
501 N, Front Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Milford
STATE CODE CODE
Delaware 10 001
3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
1 District g Building ~ [2 Public Public Acquisition; DO Occupied Yes:
1 Site Q Structure [ Private [ In Process Q Unoccupied lyl Restricted
| | Object 1 Both | | Being Considered 1 Preservotion work — Unrestricted
in progress 3 No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Agricultural | | Government 1 Path f~1 Transportation I | Comments
| | Commercial 1 Industrial tn Private Residence 1 Other (Specify)
Sn Educational | | Military I~ Religious
| | Entertainment [ I Museum | | Scientific
[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY iSSSiSS
jO.¥fig.p,.g
Milford Historical Society
STREET AND NUMBER:
119 N. Walnut Street
CITY OR TOWN: CODE
A
B, tOCATiOl\'I\/ICBL| IPI':rgAL DESbRJPTION Delaware
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:
Recorder of Deeds, Kent County
STREET AND NUMBER:
TheeSreen
CITY OR TOWN:
Dover Delaware 10 K>
I"EPRESENtATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TitLE OF SURVEY:
DATE OF SURVEY: | | Federal [ State 1 County Q] Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER;

CITY OR TOWN;



7. DgSCRTPTION

(Check One)

CONDITION [ I Excellent Good Q Fair 1 Deteriorated | | Ruins O Unexposed
fChec* One; (Check One)
PQ Altered I | Unaltered mn Moved (3 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (ifknown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Parson Thorne Mansion is a Georgian five-bay, tvio-storey-
"ncJ-at-tiCL brick structure with central hall. At each side is a lower,
<me-storey-and-attic win”, joined to the main block of the house by a
covered way. The lintels above the windows are of wood, designed to
simulate marble. At the rear of the main brick portion of the house is

a two-storey frame wing which is the oldest section.

In 1879 the exterior,.-Of the house was remodelled. The roofs on
both the center ¢ection and the two side wings were raised and given the
present sharp pitch, and the three gables across the front were added.
However, the interior of the building was not altered,

directly behind the entrance hall is the parlor. The fire-
place wall is adorned by two corner cupboards having butterfly shelves and
panelling. The other three walls are plain with only chair rail. To the m
right of the hall is the dining room. This room has a larger comer m
cupboard, also with butterfly shelves. Fireplace surround mouldings and
chair rail are intact.

The second floor plan is the same as that of the first floor.
Each room has a fireplace. In the west room the fireplace wall is H
panelled, but in the east room there are only the surround mouldings and
chair rail to ornament the room.

The west wing is finished in the same style as the main house;
that is, the fireplace wall is panelled, chair rail and ceiling motilding
are used and the trim is nicely detailed. It gives the appearance of a
plantation office. The east wing has a large cooking fireplace, beaded o
ceiling, beams, plain interior finish and indications of a brick floor. It
appears to have been the kitchen of the mansion. This wing has a
stairway to the second floor which has plastered walls and ceiling. There
is no inside access to these two wings.

The rear wing has been altered at the fireplace wall. This
panelled wall contains a closet and the stairway to the second floor.
Brick nogging filled the other three walls. The doorway from the dining
room to this wing is the only interior one with panelled jambs. The
second floor room is similar with fireplace and panelling. There is no
access to the main portion of the house on the second floor.

The Parson Thorne Mansion is situated on a hill near
outskirts of Milford. Its own 300 ft. deep front lawn joins a
the same depth on the east fronting apartment buildings. On

is unoccupied land,



PERIOD (Check One or Mote as Appropriate)

1 Pre-Columbian | 1 16th Century 18th Century | | 20th Century
I | 15th Century CD In*I'" Century I 1 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If AppHcaMe anJ Known) 17'"Q —

AREAS OF sSIGNIEFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Hirba™"™arming

Abor iginal Sn Education
I | Prehistoric CD Engineering
| | Historic I | Industry
| | Agriculture 1 | Invention VI”
ng Architecture m Landscape
O Art Architecture
I | Commerce CD Literature
I~I Communicotions 1 Military
CD Conservotion 1 Music

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

-4.rchitecturally, this building is significant as an eighteenth
o> century plantation house. Although the exterior was modernized in
1879, the interior was not altered and remains today as it was built.

z The comer cupboards, raised panelling, chair rail, fireplaces,

o stairway, and interior finish are those which were installed by the
builder.

H

u Historically, the Mansion is important as the home of men who

> contributed to the life of the town, state, and nation. One of the

oc early owners and occupants was the Rev. Mr. Jhome-. from whom

h- the house received its name. He was an Anglican clergi'man who was the

first resident rector of Christ Church, Milford, and the builder of
the present church. Also, he is acknowledged as a co-founder of the
z town of Milford. '

U Dr. Vi-llliam Burton lived in this house during at least part

of his term of office as govern,or of the state pf Delaware, The most

famous occupant was the statesman John M. Clavton who served as

en Secretary of State under President Zachary Taylor and negotiated the
Cla™on-Bulwer Treaty with Great Britain, Here he spent his boyhood

years.
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STATE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Delaware
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Kent
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM EOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER ! A
wwm”A
COMMON:  Parson Thorne Mansion lrpnff-nr \
and/or HISTORIC: i
2. tOCATK>H

STREET AND NUMBER:

50i Northwest Front Street /IS7
CITY OR TOWN:

Milford '
STATE: cope COUNTY: J /9 CODE

Delaware 10 Kent 001

p. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT: Milford Chronlcle

DATE OF PHOTO: 1967

Nilford " Chronicle
4- DENTIFICAfION

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

View indicating environment or setting taken from

the south.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

i.-name
COMMON: Parson Thorne Mansion

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

501 Northwest Front Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Milford
STATE: CODE  couNTY:
Delaware 10 Kent
p* PHOTO REFERENCE A

jpHOTo CREDIT: Thomas R. Draper
|oATE OF PHOTO: 1962
Negative filed at

Thomas R. Draper
[4. 10eMTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

North wall of rear original wing.

STATE

Delaware
COUNTY

Kent

FOR NPS USE ONLY
IPATE

VILIO* nofB5  kkikf

CODE

001

PFPIVFU \/\
AN may 19 1971

Ic-/

register
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME ;
COMMON:  Parson Thorne Mansion

and/or HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:
501 Northwest Front Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Milford
STATE: CODE COUNTY:
Delaware 10 Kent

PHOTO REFERENCE

"HOTo credit Milford Chronicle
DATE OF PHOTO: 1967

IECATARITSFA “Ehronicle
[4. IDENTIFICATIOly

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

STATE

Delaware
COUNTY
Kent
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE
~dL/h/
\
CODE
001
W/ir/n

View indicating environment or setting taken from the

southeast.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Delaware

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES cOUNTY
Kent
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM COR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

RY NUMBER DATE

714 AN Tsr

COMMON:  Parson Thorne Mansion

and/or HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

sol Northwest Front Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Milford
STATE: CODE COUNTY; CODE
Delaware 10 Kent /<TTT77/\ 001

. PHOTO reference

PHOTO CREDIT:  Thonias R. Draper

DATE OF PHOTO: 1963

X9 1971

SAttONAIL: V M

‘JEGATIVE FILEO AT:

Thomas R. Draper
DENTIFIGATIOhi

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC REG'S

Front facade* View taken from the so}itn\.&



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Delaware
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES couNTY

Kent
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type alt entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) =~ _. ENTRY NUMBER o
JiuouPois 1 hhth

name

COMMON:

Parson Thorne Mansion
AND/OR HISTORIC:

LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

501 Northwest Front Street
CITY OR TOWN;

STATE: CODE county:. CODE
Delaware 10 Kent ~ 001
PHOTO REFERENCE A
PHOTO CREDIT! Thoittas R. Draper
DATE OF PHOTO: 1967 W :

MEGATIVE FILED AT:
Thomas R. Draper

|4. IDENTIFICATIOhI
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC.

Interior view of west wall oOf second floor bedrooniJ™
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*Form 10.301
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

Mmrnrnlmmlmlimmmlm

Parson Thorne Mansion

AND/OR HISTORIC:

|2. LOCATION
STREET AND NUM BER:

501 Northwest Front Street

STATE
Delaware

COUNTY

Kent

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER

_mmmi£.JmM.

TL/’)r/l/rn
N«T3714

CITY OR TOWN: 7/\
Milford e
STATE: county: \(V/7
A '
Delaware Kent i 001

1 MAP REFERENCe

SOURCE:

uses—Miilford Quadrangle, 7.5 minute series

SCALE: 1:24,000
1954
4. REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundories where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and langitude reference.
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SX"XE OE Dee™wa.re

Depa-rxmenx Or Sxaxe

EUGENE BUXTINO DOVER 19901
SBCHBTARY OP STATE

May 14, 1971

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service

801 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Deax Dr. Murtagh;

The enclosed nomination forms for Naaman's Tea House,
Loockermaui Hall, and the Parson Thorne Matnsion, have been pre-
pared under the Grants Guide, section 2.9, Advanced Nominations.
These nominations were approved by the State Review Boeord on
May 13, 1971.

These three properties have restoration funds available which
have been included in our Fiscal Year 1972 Work Program. In my
discussion with Mr. Mehring, he indicated that all such properties
programmed for Fiscal '72 funding must be included on the National
Register. He said he would try to process these forms as quickly
as possible.

Your most immediate review would be greatly appreciated and
if you require any additional information, please call me—

thank you.
Bes” regards
Reis Wilkie
State Liaison Officer
for the National Register
RW;pfl

Enclosures
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PARSON THORNE MANSION (10-72-00009-00). 5’
Milford, Kent Co. Public ownership (Milford
Higtorical Society), An 18th century Georgian
' plantation house. Architectural and histerical
J Feseareh preparatory to restoration. $1,000.00.
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OMB Approval No. 29-R021S

. NUMBER a. WIMBER
FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 2. APPLI- : ZPRLiCA:
CANTS TAIF’CF)’h'CA- 77070801
*e @ PREAPPUCATION APPLI- b. DATE o IOENTI- b. DATE raor month dait
ACTION {2 APPLICATIOM CATION 19 145 Mopth 9RY PIER ASSIGNED 1977 9 13
1 KOTIFICATIOH of INTEHT (Opt) Ltat*
propw* FEDERAL A(niON Blank
4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT S. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO.
. 516-000-279
a. Applicant Nama State of Delaware
b. Ortinization Unit Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs 115 1e (90U
c. Straat/P.0. B« Ha" Of Records (F;Eg}vl a. NUMBER | - | |O
d- Cibr . Dover - Cotny :  Kent (from > T
f. Slata ;  Delaware i. ziPCodt: 19901 Eﬁ:@ftﬂ Historic Preservation
b. Contact Panen (Mima  Lawrence C. Henry (302) 678-5314
tb fclcpAona No.) ;
7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANPS PROJECT 8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT
'g‘ I?Ltjentata H Commumty Action Agency
PARSON THORNE MANSION, 501 N. W. Front Street, C-SibsUta I- Higher_Educational Insfitution
Milford, Kent County. The project objective is p-County. edber (Spreiut
rehabilitation to the central portion of the roof. £V
The building will still continue to be used as a “D8¢fiat Purpcaa Enttr nppropriata Utter

house museum.

10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (Namee of eitiee, eountUe,

Statee, ate.)

Milford, Kent County, Delaware

PROPOSED FUNDING

14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF:

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE

A-Basie Grant
B-Supplamental Grant
C-Loan

11. ESTIMATED NUM-

BEREPMRERSONS
5702

A-Now
B-Ranewal

C-Revi$lon

A”tnereasa Dollars

D-Continuation

D-Inauranca
E-OHiar

Enter appro-
priate letterfe)

12. TYPE OF APPLICATION

E-Augmantation

Enter appropriate Utter M

15. TYPE OF CHANGE (for IU or Me)
F-Othor (Specify)i

a rEDERAL % 1,625 00 a. APPLICANT b. PROJECT B-Dacraasa Dollars
b, APPLICANT 1.625 00 ONE ONE C-Incraase Duration N/A
. ’ 00 16. PROJECT START 17 E:egﬁ@eﬁ?ﬁi&urmlon
e STATE XKXXX ' " DATE. Fear month day ' Bﬁ%&\‘ Enter appro- TJ
d. LOCAL XXX .00 19 See #34 26 ttonthe priate Utter(e)
.00 13. ESTIMATED DATE TO year th d 19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

a. OTHER XXXX EE SUBMIHED TO month day
. TotAL  $ 3,250 .00 FEDERAL AGENCY ™ W 78 7 26
20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name. City. State. ZIP code) Heritage Conservatioi 21. REMARKS ADDED
Recreation Service, Dept, of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240 a Yea 1 No

To tha hast of my. knowledga end belief, ~b. If rsnuirod by OMB Cireulsr A-95 Uiis apolication was submitted, pursuant to in- No re- Etet%%%%%e

data in"this preap”ication/application ~are

atructions therein, to appropriate elacringhouses and all responsea are ettachad: eponee

THE true and correct, the document has bean
APPLICANT duly authorized by the govaming body of
CERTIFIES  |ho appilcant and tha applicant will comply 0) Delaware State Planning Office
THAT> with tha ittachad assurances if tha assist-
ance is approved. [g
é?E.RTIFYING a. TYPED NAME AND TITLE b. SIGNAL ¢. DATE SIGNED
year month day

REPRE- Lawrence C. Henry, State

SENTAT'VE - - - - <« 78 7 26

Historic Preservation Officer

24. AGENCY NA.ME "25. APPLICA- Year month day

Department of the Interior I RECEIVED  i78-08-04
26, ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT Heritage ) 27, ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICEGrantS 28. FEDERAICARRIICATION

Conservation and Recreation Service Administration Division

29. ADDRI_ESS 30, FSE@?@‘C%@W
Washington, D. C. 20240 10-8A36
31. ACTION TAKEN 2 FUNDING year month day 34. yeof month day

STARTING
O a. AWARDED a. FEDERAL $ 1,625 00 33. ACTION DATE(. 19 78 8 23 Q{RTNClg 28 8 1
1 b. REJECTED b. APPLICANT 1,625 00 35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA- 36, year month 9ay
3 e. RETURNED FOR e. STATE 00 1IWIlw \iVC-in4 ono inNNo€Tf BNPENG 19 86 g 30
AMENDMENT d. LOCAL 00 Stephen D. Newman 37. REMARKS ADDED
3 d. DEFERRED a OTHER 00 202-523-5472
1 a. WITHDRAWN £ TOTAL $ 3,250 .00 N Yes QNO
a. In taking abovo action, any commenla racalvod from claaringhcusaa ware con- ERAL AGENCY Ar-95 OFFICIAL
aidc."'ul. It cgancy respensa is due under provisions cl Part 1, OMB Circular A-95, (Nime and telephone no.)

FEDERAL AGENCY
A-95 ACTION

It has bean or Is being ruada.

Stephen D.

Newman (202-523-5472
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