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Antecedents of Today’s Milfordians—
Their Origins and Iives
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Tub Mill Pond Branch) as it nears the Mispillion. Picture is taken from the bridge over Swan Creek near New Wharf.

On the left was the eastern end of Bridgeton and in the dis_tance ont
The Improvement which was just above New Wharf in Longfield.

swan Creek (

he left was Angleford. On the right was the eastern end of
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122A

Kent Survey B6 #1 Archives
In this plot the stream locations and
characteristics are not too faithful

but by comparing with 122B you can
see that a little more land was added by
the resurvey in north Milford and a lot
more in south Milford.

Saw Mill Range and the Bowmans

We have saved Saw Mill Range until last because this huge tract of land sat
atop the Milford area, both north and south, like a brooding hen protecting
her chicks. Even today, after three hundred years, Milford has spread but
little beyond the original borders of this tract, in either north or south
Milford. Of all the land grants, Saw Mill Range, without a doubt, was the
most important in relation to the origin and growth of the town of Milford,
with Wheatfield assuming a kindred relationship only very recently with the
building of the Plaza Shopping Center and the promise of greater industrial
growth.

As you have probably seen in print, this tract started out as a seventeen
hundred and fifty acre grant to Henry Bowman, March 6, 1680, and was
called Saw Mill Neck. The saw mill part comes from the terms under which
the original grant was made. The Powers that were, at this time, wanted to see
some of the vast standing timber turned into export profits and one line of
the survey specified that the grant was made with the stipulation that Henry
Bowman should build a saw mill and — “no other way”’, — meaning of course
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Saw Mill Range Resurvey, 2000 acres 1697, Kent Survey B6 #6A Archives. Although this is a fair
Branch in Saw Mill Range indicates that the southwest one mile border line should be much further west. If

reproduction of the plot, the lines are not correctly placed. A deed placing the lower end of Presbyterian
the lower end of Herring Creek had turned further westward it would have been more correct.

that if he did not build the mill he would lose the grant.®®

The seventeen hundred and fifty acre content was changed to two
thousand acres by a re-survey in 1687, and this time was named Saw Mill
Range.®® No reason is given for this re-survey but we believe that there were
two reasons. First, Henry Bowman noticed that the original grant was almost
a rectangle in the part north of the Mispillion, except for the southern
boundary of the Mispillion. This left a narrow strip on the east. In the second
survey the northern line running west to east was increased from seven
hundred and twenty perches to seven hundred and forty perches, making for
the most part, the Mispillion as the eastern boundary. The second reason, we
suspect, was the survey of 1683 of Penn’s Manor which came in conflict with
the lines of that part of Saw Mill Range south of the Mispillion. Since there is
but little doubt that William Penn would out-rank our Henry Bowman, a
change was made in the part of Saw Mill Range south of the Mispillion. You
can see this by comparing the two reproductions. The lengths of the lines can
just be made out on the first survey but are very difficult in the 1687 survey.
There is yet another reproduction of the second survey which is much easier
to understand. On this the west to east line is plainly seven hundred and forty
perches, the line along Herring Creek (Marshall Pond) is clearly three hundred
and six perches, but the line from Herring Creek, intersecting the Manor line
is three hundred and eighty six perches, and the line north to the Mispillion
was one mile.”°®

Now, we will give you as much information on the Bowman family as we
could garner, so that, upon the discussion of the break up of the Bowman
lands, you will be able, perhaps, to keep the relationships in some reasonable
order.

We know nothing of Henry Bowman before the receipt of his Saw Mill
Range grant in 1680. When he arrived in our area he was married and his
wife’s name was Mary.®! They were a family of seven, having three sons and
two daughters. The girls were Mary and Elizabeth and the boys were John,
Henry Junior and Nathaniel, sometimes also called Nathan.®? We believe that
the son John was quite a young man when the Bowmans came into this area,
by reason of the fact that Henry Senior and John petitioned for a grant of
land in 1681 in both their names and received it. We do not believe John
could have received title to the land if he had been less than twenty one.?3

As has already been established Henry Bowman Senior held vast amounts
of land. Besides his two thousand acre Saw Mill Range, three thousand acre
Bowman farms and his nine hundred and thirty three acre Little Graves End,
previously mentioned, he received an additional eight hundred acres in Kent
County, and along with his son John another four hundred acres.®*

Old Henry seems to have had the esteem of his fellowman. He was elected
to public office, serving in William Penn’s Assembly both in 1685 and 1686.
In 1685 he served also as Ranger for Sussex County, an appointive office.®$

In spite of his great land holdings, we have mentioned previously that the
first Henry Bowman died indebted, particularly to William Clark, and as Clark
mentioned in court in 1694, in the amount of at least six to seven hundred
pounds. Being in debt upon one’s death was no stigma in these days as you
have noticed as we progressed. It was the rule rather than the exception, and
you have noticed that in practically all cases there was enough land to satisfy
those debts with some to spare. However, in Henry’s case we would not have
expected this, knowing that he possessed land particularly rich in timber and
that he had established saw mills to crop the timber, otherwise he would have
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Now we know that the Thomas Booth, herein twice mentioned, died
before reaching maturity and it may have been about this time from the same
dread disease.

The John Booth, son of Joseph Junior, seems to be the one who finally
came into possession of the Booth land in Saw Mill Range and disposed of the
parcels to Cullen and Manlove. We believe that he was dead by 1753 and that
his widow, Mary, married Andrew Caldwell. A John Booth mentioned in
1750 was described as the “eldest son and heir at law of Joseph Booth the
younger, deceased.” We believe that it was this John, who, by his will of
1751, disclosed that his family consisted of a wife, Mary, and a son, Waitman.
Waitman in his will specified that the “one hundred acres that I have on the
Three Runs be sold to discharge my debts.” A deed of 1768 of a sale of land
by Waitman mentions that he was a grandson of Joseph and only son of John,
the only son of Joseph and the only heir. As far as we know, Waitman was
still living in 1776 and the residue of one hundred or one hundred and thirty
eight acres had not been sold for his debts. (Ref. Will Bk. H.P. 64: P. 122,
Will Bk. K. P. 34 Deed Bks. O, Vol. 1, P. 260, R, Vol. 1, P. 263).

In south Milford we will develop west to east. From the west to the first
stream, Presbyterian Branch was the Henry Pedington (Pennington grant of
four hundred acres in 1698. (Ref. P 1 No. 6W-Arch) Thomas and Anna May
bought it in 1705. (Ref. D’d. Bk. A 1776 P. 433; Al P. 223 Arch). Thomas
May passed the land to his son, Thomas, who by will of 1722 authorized the
sale of 100 acres to William and Lucilla Selbridge (Selthridge), Lucilla was
Thomas May’s sister. This was a long narrow strip about eight to nine tenths
of a mile long and one and one-half tenths wide just to the west of
Presbyterian Branch. In 1739 the Selbridges deeded a small portion, where
Jack Sheaffer is now building a home, to the Presbyterians with a house for
worship. (Ref. D’d Bk. G7 P. 320 Arch). In 1744 the balance of this one
hundred acres passed to Abraham Wynkoop, bought at a sheriff sale.

In 1778 the land to the west of the above was in the hands of Alexander
Palmour and the land to the east, to the Saw Mill Range line, was in the hands
of Saul Davis (Rev. D’d. Bk. M12, P. 232 Arch.).

Next going east to just beyond Walnut Street bridge was the William
Spenser one hundred acres bought from John Bowman Jr. in 1740. The
further break up will be covered under “Their Mills”.
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