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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
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(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
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FOR NPS USE ONLY
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IRE.{1. mm • .......................... ' "...... ^
COMMON:

Delaware State Museum 1?? hog,
and/or tySTORlC:
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Delaware________ ^______
[3. CLASSIFICATION ' ...................

STATUS

.... ' / / .... ........
CATEGORY 
(Check One)

□ District l5 Building

□ Site Q Structure

I I Object

001

OWNERSHIP

pci Public 
□ Private 
I 1 Both

Public Acquisition:

[~1 In Process 
I I Being Considered

Occupied 
I I Unoccupied 
I I Preservation work 

In progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:
Restricted 

Q Unrestricted 
□ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate;

I I Agricultural 
f~l Commercial 
I I Educational 
I I Entertainment

I 1 Government 
I I Industrial 
□ Military 
29 Museum

□ Pork
I 1 Private Residence 
I I Religious 
1 I Scientific

I i Transportation 
□ Other ('Specify';

I I Comments

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY ______________ _________________________________________ ^
OWNER’S NAME:

State of Delaware - Public Archives Commission
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[5< LOCATtON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
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17, description

CONDIT.ION
Excellent CD Good Q Foir

(Check One)

I I Deteriorated I I Ruins O Unexposed

(Check One)
0 Altered □ Unaltered

(Check One)

I I Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ftf fcnOTvn> PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Delaware State Museum occupies four buildings on the plot 
reserved as Meeting House Square on the original plot of Dover 
laid down in 1717. BuUdln^^JIo^ 1 is the Old Presbyterian 
Church erected in 1790, an excellent example of an early Federal

i^eetThghouse. It is of three-bay width, nearly square, 
two sForre'S arid attic in height, with a belfry providing an un­
usual enclosed stairwell. The octagonal cupola sheltering the 
bell, removed in the nineteenth century to leave the truncated 
tower, has been restored; otherwise the exterior is in its ori­
ginal condition. The iiUerior has good panelling, the unusual 
staircase referred to ab^v'^,““and a wide railed gallery. These 
features have been retained in adopting the structure to museum 
use. Originally there were box pews, one of which was found in 
storage and reinstalled as an exhibit. The former church is 
still surrounded by its well-maintained burial ground.

Building No. 2 was a brick chapel erected in 
.1880. Its exterior and its high Gothic ceiling remain unaltered 
Building No. 3 is not a part of the church complex but the offic 
■of a gas pl^nt which occupied half the block in the later nine­
teenth'and earl ier twentieth centuries. It is a sturdy one 
story brick builjjing of late, nineteenth century date. Unit N©. 
4 is a handsome recent structure of Georgian design, the Eld- 
ridge Reeves Johnson Memorial Building.-'

The Museum plant with its parking lot now occupies all 
the block bounded by Governors Avenue, Bank Lane, North Street 
and New Street. The neighborhood, long commercial interspersed 
with deteriorating housing, began a slow recovery upon the 
demolition of the gas works about 1955* The improvement is 
accelerating with the erection of a well-designed city police 
headquarters nearby and a scheduled Federal Building directly 
opposite.
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PERIOD (Cf*«ck One or Mote as Appropriate)
n Pro-Columbfan | Q 16th Century
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K1 18th Century 
19th Century

DO 20th Cctnfvry

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable artdKnown)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fCfteck One or More as A^oprlateJ 
Abor iginal 

f~l Prehistoric 
(XI Historic 

[ 1 Agriculture 
I { Architecture 
□ Art 
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□ Engineering gg Religion/Phi.

Q Industry losophy

□ Invention Q Science

□ Landscape Q Sculpture
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□ Literature
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[29 Music Q Transportation

r~1 Urban Planning 
□ Other (Spwity)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Presbyterian Church is an excellent specimen of 
the religious architecture of the FederaL_^-ilifi-d • The congre­
gation""^ "IT0trsned-Ttn^i3ipyWfrn7as the first of the de'nomina- 
tion in Kent County and an important factor in the ethical 
and educational development of the town and county from 17l4» 
Among members buried in its churchyard are John M. Clayton 
(1796-1856), jurist, statesman and United States Secretary 
of State; and Colonel ^ohn Haslet, commanding officer of the 
Delaware Battalion in tHe kevoluTion until his death at the 
Battle of Trenton in January, 1777- The pre^nt Museum 
Buildm^ No. 1 was erected near the close tTfe“Iohg~pastor- 
erte~^f 'Kev~. John Mfl ler (d . 1791). who was briefly succeeded
by his son Rev. Samuel Miller, later a distinguished professor 

,at Princeton. A btate constitutional convention held its J sessions in this'buiIding inan earl ier convent ion, 
177T^27~Th which John Dickinson was the most influential 
figure, may also have met there.

Buildings No. 2.and, 3. though not of the architectural 
importance of the Church, are nevertheless good examples 
of a later nineteenth century small town church edifice 
and a small industrial building. The exh.lbits the” three 
units house interpret many phases of Delaware life and history 
to several thousand visitors yearly. The Johnson Building 
is devoted to the history of sound recording as developed by 
the Victor Talking Machine Company.



f»: MAJOft BlBUOGRAPHfCAL REFERENCES ________^

History Of Delaware, by'j. Thomas Scharf, Philadelphia, l888, 
Vol. II, pp. 1053-1061, and 1033 

Delaware; A Guide To The First State, edited by Jeannette Eck- 
man and others, published at New York in 1955» P*191 

Hi story Of The Presbyterian Church Of Dover, Delaware ,.., by J.F. Stonecipher, LDover, Delaware, c.l887T^

[lO. GEOORAPHtCAL DATA ____________ ___ ________________ ________________ __ ____

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE
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o * »
NE O f « O t ■

se O f » O f »

.sw O f • O t *

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

LATITUDE lloNGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

75° 31 ■ 39-

--------------- 1 1

Degrees Minutes Seconds

39“ 08 ’ 21 "

[LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES Q V ER L AP P IN O R C^UNARI ES
COUN

COUNTY;

NAME AND TITLE:
Leon deValinger, Jr.

ORGANIZATION

Public Archives CommissioTi
DATE

Jan.27. 1970
STREET AND NUMBER:

Hall of Records
CITY OR TOWN: . ,

STATE CODE

Dover Delaware 10

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is;

National__n State Local □

Name
Staf>6 Archrvi st 
State Xiaison Offi

Title

Bate ^0 \ f KP
Le.v’ )Q70

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

tiXhk 51 i~ /// {^,/AAAtUi
4-

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

FEB 1 1972
Date

ATTEST:

ieper of The NatioMl Register
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pimsK RBTOiai ms rowi viaEB THE aomaf is gmnaEP. iuxe 2/12/71
OPhwEEFBPI DELAWARE STATE MUSEUM SXGlIMn^----------______________sioamiBE

Bi« att^ed astlooal Register InvTOtcgy«>lfaBilnrt tanJUi ±b(&1) belna 
retimed to verier ^______retunwA to your office because the Infonnatloo checked below is lacking of 
has been Incorrectly supplied.

Insufficient locational infonastion. 
Conaents:
Oeograihlcal location codes adssiag or laeorreet.
Classiflestloa (lt«n #3) incoaaplete. 
Commenta:
Owner of property/location of legal description necessary. 
CoBBwnts:
lb Bibliography.
Acreage of ncarfnation not given, 
•^^oevaeats:
Longitude and latitude coordinates lacking, incorrect, or in wrong place. 

Fona is not signed by the State Ualson Officer (Iteai #J2).
Bhotograph/aap fora(s) (lt>'*3Ca) re«ilrsd for eadi photognqph/anp.

Xasufficlent uaep coverage of property. 
Ooeaaeats:

Description (j1>b #T)> 
Connents:

StateattBt of Si^iifiesiice (Iten #6}. 
Ooaaaents:

iilSIQRir RFGiSTRARS

Xerox forms unseceptaible. FEB ISlim

J0aLO«»®r
COBBWats: piease send us photographs of the other tliree buildings in

the museum c;otrmlex. facilitate our review of the Moiseum.
. ___________ _ __ Thetnlc youl

The inadequacies noted above must be rectified prior to the Initiatita of our 
professional review process. Correction of these technleal errors does not 
necessarily indicate that the nondnetion will then meet all other Batit 
Register criteria.
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'Form 10-301 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

Delaware
COUNTY

Kent

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
DATE

1 T97l?
Z |L NAME ^ ^ ;

Dei'aw£iT'e'''STa.te""Tfii'Sfet£ni ‘ “‘™“

STREET AND number: 315 Govemors AV6.

COMMON:
AND/OR HISTORIC: Qid PresbyteriaH Chiirch

CITY OR TOWN: Dover

Delaware COUNTY:

Kent 001
3* MAP ftEFERENCe

ILi
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SCALE: 1=24,OCX)

SOURCE: U.S.C. & G.S. Dover Quadrangle, Delaware, Kent Co.

[date: ______
|4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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STATE OF DELAWARE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs
EUGENE BUNTING 

SECRETARY OF STATE
DIRECTOR OF HISTORICAL 
and cultural AFFAIRS 

Hall of Records 
Dover, Delaware 19901

September 30, 1971

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
801 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Dr, Murtagh:

We are resubmitting the nomination form for 
Delaware State Museum, Dover, Delaware. Enclosed 
are additional photographs of the other three 
buildings in the Musevim Complex, as you requested.

We hope this form meets your approval aind that 
this project will be considered for inclusion on the 
National Register.

Sincerely,

E. Berkeley Tompkins,'Director 
Division of Historical auid 

Cultural Affairs 
State Liaison Officer for the 

National Register
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riRT.AWARE'S CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATES

U.S. Representative Pierre S. Du Pont IV 
1209 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515

U.S. Senator William V. Roth, Jr. 
3123 Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515

U.S. Senator J. Caleb Boggs 
4107 New Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE L^LFi^fiRS-
Date Entered FFB ^

Name

Walker's ^au and Walker's Bank

Island Field Cite

Lower Loiivlers and Chicken Alley

Duck Creek Village 

Rockland ’

Delaware State Maseun

Also Notified

Hon. J. Caleb Boggs 
Bon. Willism V. Roth, Jr.

• lion. Picrro £. du Rent, IV

Director, Northeast Region 

I HR
NRowlandiinm 1/27/72

Location

Wilmington
New Castle Coujity

South Bowers 
Kent County

Wilmington
llaw Caatlo Covuity

Kant County

Rockland
Mew Castle Coui^ty

Dover
Kent Comty

State Liaison Officer 
Dr. L, Berkeley Tosiikius 
Director of tlic Division of

liiatorical and Cultural Affairs 
Departnsont of Stato 
Dover, Dclavrare 19^501
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