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MARKER OF TIME 

Staff photos/Jasal Mr1o 
Members of the Kitts Hummock Improvement Association stand with the town's historical marker, 
which will be dedicated today. From left, kneeling, Andy Mariani, vice president; Dick Rodgers, head 
waterman; Ed Alexander, board member; Liz Garcia, board member; Hiram Godwin, president; 
�nding, Dave Egan, waterman; and board members Kurt Bertino, Joe McDonough and Jim Keat­
ing. Not pictured, board member Bob Doberstein and Treasurer Sue .Mariani. 

'Forgotten resort' honored 
By Jenny Kania 
Staff writer 

DC3VER - A local land­
mark wlll be honored 
today when a state histori­
cal marker ls unveiled at 
Kitts Mumma k - one of 
Delaware's most over­
looked vacation communi­
ties. 

This ''forgott n r sort" 
rests between local wet­
lands and · the Delaware 
Bay, Juslso\tlb of Dover Air 
Force Base. 

Members of the Kitts 
Hummo k Improvement 
Association and the 
Delaware Public Archives 
will host a brief ceremony 
at 11 a.m. as they uncover 
Ute resort's 11 ·w marker. '-'The.:.....;.t_ext_on_t_he __ ma_rk;,_e--r-d-es_c_rf'-bes-the--h-lst_ory __ o;,_ft_h..:e_bay�s--ld..:.;e;,_c;.;.omm�---'u-Kt tts Hummock first 
attracted European s el- nityofKittsHummock. 

Ucrs in tl1e 17th and 1 s,11 tlte e European settlers. 
centuries. In the early 1800s. a tav-

Tbey wo11ld nock to Ulis ern was coastn1cled to 
quiet coastal area during accommodate th many 
ummer months lo benefit vacationers who would go 

from the cool bay tircez flsl1lng and crabbing at the 
and escape !he sweltert.ng hummock. 
h atfarlber Inland. Several small resort cot-

Russ McCabe of tages were built on the 
Delaware Public Archives. hummock during the late 
said there ls even evict nee 1800s. 
Lhal Nattve Americans Despite the community's 
enjoyed the laud 'before lntr1gu1ng background, 

many Downstate residents 
prefer lo vacation at 
Delaware's popular Sussex 
County beache . 

Som local residents a.re 
unaware thal Lh' hum­
mock exists. 

Dover resident Joe 
McDonough, member of 
the Kitts Hummock 
Improv�ment Association. 

See Marker - Page, 4 
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Marker 
Continued From Page 1 
said he loves the cozy 
resort's convenient location. 

"Ifs only 20 minutes away 
and it's like rm in a whole 
new world," he said. 

The association works to 
maintain the historic hum­
mock and the many old cot­
tages that are nestled by the 
bay. 

The placement of a his­
toric marker will help the 
proud resort residents edu­
cate others about the com­
munity's intriguing history. 

"We hope to instill an 
additional pride in people 

who are not aware of what a 
historic district we live in,·· 
Mr. McDor1ough said. 

He and the dozens of 
other- families who vacation 
in Kitts Hummock hope 
their community will always 
remain a serene vacation 
spot. 

"We're content the way it 
is." he said. ··rrs peaceful 
and quiet. We don't want any 
big housing developments to 
change the character of the 
neighborhood." 

Mr. McCabe said the 
informative marker will help 
preserve the hummock's 
history, despite any changes 
that occur. 

"As Delaware chan�es 

rapidly in some areas, peo­
ple want to commemorate 
history," he said. "(The 
marker) will help promote 
civic pride and the pride of 
community archives." 

The district's representa­
tive, Sen. John C. Still III, R­
Dover North, sponsored the 
$2,500 project. 

"I believe we need to have 
a ready and accessible his­
toric marker denoting the 
key facts of certain historic 
sites," he said. "This way our 
heritage and history are 
remembered and honored 
for all to see in the future." 

Jenny Kania can be 
reached at 741-8233 or 
jkan1a@newszap.com. 

Staff photo/Jason 
Like the Native Americans before them, European settlers escaped to Kitts Hummock for fishing 
relaxation. 
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A younger brother, Prulemon Dickinson ( .1739-1809) ,  also spent his 
}'IJttth � Kinpton• ll ron-Hul I, Jiving the same life, taught by the same 
tutor. After 1:-eing .gr:1<lu.1t�d in r7�9 from the College of Philadelphia 
( -iv•: the Uriver-.ity of Pennsykania , he m.rn:i.ged for a while bis fam­
dy � en,;1rmou5 plantJt1ons in Dt:!:iw.ire :rnd in t\°-'O counties of the Eastern 
Shore l,f �hnTl.tnd. L::iter he re�lt rned to Philadelphia to read law in John's 
o!nce_ . \ 0csideot of New Jenev :t!: �he time of the Revolution, he rose to 
1:-c! :,. :1ujor generil and rnmmwcer in d1ief of the New Jersey militia, and 
in 1,-,- hi$ comma:d J--c-",_· t' ,�· ¥,itisb forces from Staten lsland. In 1782 
he was clt".(ted to Co -:gr�s ·· om Defaw:ire, where be owned land, and 
from 1 790 to 1793 be fi l led the unexpired term of a Senator £.com New 
Jersey. 

At 0.9 m. on the Kitts Hummock Rd. is the junction with a side road. 

Left on this ror,d to BYFIELD, 1.7 m. (L) ,  believed to be the birthplace of Caesar 
Rodney ( 1728-84 )  "'ho,e So-mile horsthrl ride from here to Phi!ndelphia, July 
1 -2, !776 to c.asr his vote for Richard Henry .Lee's resolution for independence has 
become the most noted episode of DelJ"·are history. His vote · and Thomas Mc.­
Khn's overrode the ae.gntive vote of George Read, a conservative l ike Dickinson 
(Jt!e dbl)f·e) . md enuiled Delaware on July 2 to he one of the 12 Colonies "'hose 
delegates voted for the Dechi.ra;ion of lndepc>adence. This document was signed );y Rodney, McKt'an, and bter on by Rea.d along with delegat�s from the other Colo­
nies, including those frc,ro New York, which as 11 Colony did not vote for it origi­
na!lv_ 

In 1923  an equestrian statue of Rodney on his famous ride was erected in Rod­
ne�· Sq=re, \X'i lrnlngum (.,u rr-lLi,IT.'vGTO.N) .  1n 19:,-;. a. stah:ie. of him rnd one 
Clf J�1hn .M. Clayton (Jee BUEN.-i VISTA: Tnllr 1) were pluceJ in Statuary Hall 
in (hie Gp1tol at W:ishington, D. C .. as Debware's two mos1 irnportRn t nati,'e S1JnS. 

The rutted lane, hubdeep in win te<r, leads to a slight d L._-at 1on on which �tJnds 
the sasging ruin of a frame hous� th:!.t replaced the original house of By6ttld The 
Roe-acre p!:mtatioo belonged originally to the Jone:; fan,i!y (Ne ttbo1 <!) , l:i1er be­
comini; the pmi;-erty of \"f.'il li:un Rodeney ( 1652-17oS ) wbo came to Amerirn about 
6':1I �.nd w:13 si.,c times a member (If the Delaware Assembly under Penn . His son 

Daniel ,o!d 1c to n bwthcr, Caesar Rodne)', rhe Si!c,"ller's father, in '17 .P , some 3 years 
2.Fter c�e5-'!r, Jr.'s bfrth. It is not definitely- known that the parents were living at 
Byfield before buying it, hence the doubt :is to its being the bl rthplace of the noted 
patriot H""'ever, C:ies.u Rt>dney grew up here, inherited the fann, and was buried 
here. lo T!'!R� what "'ere tl'K'ugbt to be his bones were dug up and reinterred i n  
Christ churchy:ml, Du,;er. The  family s,-aveyard at Byfield was almost effaced by 
)'l!':irs of ne�dect and some doubt was expressed nt the time thar the hones remo,·ed 
were the right ones. 

At 1 . 9  111. on the main road is the junction with :m ,n-enue of maples. 

Right on this priv:ite dirt lane. often impassab:e, to Towi-r POIXT, 3.4 m., on 
}onces Creek, P..n cmcient, smP..il. pbin house in lonel:' cn.unhling decay, the first 
,torr l:mck. the �ccond story fr:imc. Ir is r,r,:,r,�:,11: the "Tnwne Point" mt:ntione-J 
io an earl y c!c,� as •·the first settt on said creek;· �landing in i 6So :i.s the house of 
Ec!w!lrd Puck, an c:idy magistr.ite, who ht'ld ht:r� :he rir-t courts of St Jones 
County. 

A few vea.rs later Pac'k soid for 1.200 pounds ,:,f tobacco "al l  tbe !and, dwelling­
house and tn!-i.1cco-hnuse" to W:i l .l i.!m Dan-aLl nlso a rna1,.w·::ite or justice, under 
Penn. u:uvall was gmnted n s.!l :tr)' of " 40 pounds ;n curr.,nc cnone,•" l'O run a ferry 
here-on cc111� i :mn :Jut he emplcy n m:in tto kt·• ·o -! rav�rn. sell ··al! liquoJS at 
cerai!.-' .:>."c "di�:-n,e ,i ;ii! nu!'"fr r,( · -ade whJ""t'\'!:r. · ' n  rl.is war the authod­
:i� �• -1'..!J?}, r t('- �V'.l,i H:h t11� .-..'..!Clt:!.:S ,,f 1 • f  .. v.•n-hf:rir.t"' " '1(" ri:.1.rne- ··Tcv�'ne Point . .  _ 
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in this wilderness region whid1 w11s logging for behind the sections around New 
Castle to· tbe north and Lewes to lhe south. The courrs of St. Jones County ( later 
Kent) met here cnl}' until 1 690, ho...,-e\·er, when cbey were cr:msferred ro the tavern 
or Willi:un Mru�·ell. Not far from t,1e lat�r a courthouse was erened about 1697 
where the present courthouse stands in Dove.r (JCIJ DOVER). 

At 3.2 m. on the .aialn road i.s KiTIS HUMMOCK on Delaware Bay 
where it is widest-nearly 30 miles broad. Foe years simply a Smal l  grove 
of trees on the shore, this an�nt .fishing and "pleasuring" ground now 
consists of a string of. small cotrnges and boarding houses. In recent 
years hook-and-line fishing in toe bay has been pcpular here_ Bathing is 
possible only at high stages of the tid.e when the mud fiats are covered to a 
shallow depth. This was one of the worst mosquito-ridden spots in Dela­
ware before the advent of mosquito control ; even "smothers" of damp 
seaweed could not make enough acrid smoke to p rotect picnickers. 

For 250 years the shallow biy !fats here hnxe been noted fishing and 
O)'ster grounds. Colonial planters detailed the best fishermen among their 
Negroes to go to the beach with seines and tongs to catch the quantities 
of fish and oysters that were a regular diet for ail slaves as well as their 
masters. Oxcart loads of bay trout md bluefish went back home to be 
barreled in brine for winter w;e. 

Nowadays, though city anglers may blister in the sun, farmers of the 
.cegion stil l find sport in. hauling seines at night when. the fish run best 
and cannot se� the nets. Whisker oelps to cou,,te.::act mosquito bites, and 
whether or not many fish are caught everyone has a good time. (Other 
favorite nocturnal sports of Kent Countians are 'coon hunting and fox 
hunting.) 

It  is said that Kitts Hummock was odgioally "Kidd's Hammock" for 
Capt. William Kidd, the 17th century pi.rate (see LEWES, also Tour 12). 
A hummock is a wooded knoll in. a r..arsh or near a bead1. 

< ( < < < ( ( ( ( ( < ( ( ( ( ( ( Hl ) ) ) ) ) ) )  > ) )  > > ) ) )  > > )-

Tour 2B 

Junction with US u3-Murderkill Neck-Bowers Beach ; 3 m. 
Main road paved throughout. 

This short route traYerses Murderkill Neck, which extends between St. 
Jones Creek and the Murderki ll to Delaware .Bay. 

At O m. the Bowers Beach Rd. branches east from US I I  3, about I I  

miles south of Dover ( Jee T cur 2 J .  
At 0.4 m .  is the j unction with a side road. 
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1078 HISTORY OF DELAWARE. 

on September 29, 1679. Pack resided on Towne 
Point, and Briggs on " Kingston upon Hull," adjoin­
ing Edward Pack, who was one of the signers of the 
petition for a new county in 1679-80, and was chooen 
the follewing May as one of the justices of the peace 
for St. Jones' County. 

The first court for St. Jones' County (now Kent 
County) was held in Edward Pack's house on " Towne 
Point." On March 10, 1681, Pack and Briggs sold this 
property to William Darvall. The conveyance 
locates the property as follows : " Whereas them is a 
certain house aod land commonly called by the name 
of  Towne Point, lying and being on the mouth of 
Jones' Creek to the southwest, and to Delaware Bay 
to the east, and to the land of John Briggs to the 
north and northwest, now in posse�sion of Edward 
Pack, containing one hundred and fifty acres." It is 
fur1her mentioned that in consideration of one thou­
sand two hundred pounds of tobacco, " all the land, 
dwell ing-house and tobacco-house " were conveyed 
to William Darvall, also a magistrate, who sold it  
September 23, 1686, to William Hill, from whom it 
passed to his Hon Samuel, and daughter Elizabeth, 
wife of Robert Jadwin. They remained in possession 
of the property until November 12, 1724, when it was 
sold to Charles Thomson, by whom it was conveyed, 
August 26, 1727, to Benjamin Shurmer, who, on May 
5, 1730, sold it to Caleb Hunn as " Towne Point," con­
taining one hundred and forty acres. Later, Nath­
aniel Hunn came into possession of . the property, 
which he left by will to his daughter Mary, the wife 
of Waitman Sipple, Jr., who, August 11, 1749, con­
veyed it to John Hunn. Later still, Samuel Dickin­
son came into possession of this tract, and it  is now 
owned by his great-grandson, Algernon Sidney Logan . 
It appears from the fol lowing that Wm. DaI"vuJ I still 
continued in occupation at the Point in 1688, and 
kept at the place a tavern and also ran a ferry : 

u AnTICLES OF AGREEMENT, Dec. 14, 1688, 
0 DOVER R1vim, in Prov. of Pa. 

�, William Dar1.1all and John Bat'1r� : 
1 1  ,John Uarnes obligeB himselfe to live, nnd kci;,pe ordinarye, on the 

now dw�lling-e plantation . or the Court house whcro the said William 
Darve.11 al1all appointe, u.nd alHO to selJ u.nd dispose of a.JI manner of 
trru.lu wlint�Ott'\lt:r, and s llf.l ull liq nora by ret11ile, (\:o, 

h Fur LIii tftJ'O, trcn1h)o and service, the sum of fod,y pounds, in current 
mo11�y. or Pc,11utj.ylvwl1e.. 

1 1  The said Will iltm Darvu.ll is to h11ve two men or boys f:lervant51 and 
if any men ur women's servants shall lie wnnLing, to look after horses 
.a.ml forry, &c., the SR.id Do.rvall is to furnish them. 1 1  

A tnwL called ' Pop lnr Neck-,'' contain i l1g four 
hlllld red nci:es, was grnnted to '.[homns Yo11ng, June  
1 6, 1 ()71 , by  'av. Frnncis Lovelace. 'l'l i.i-a was before 
courts wer '  held at 11/laorekill (now Lewes), and is 
the earliest date of warnwt in the county. The 
property is described as being about two miles above 
St. Jones' Creek, bounded south by a swamp running 
westerly from the bay Bide. It passed from Thomas 
Young to his son Benjamin, and was sold by him to 
Ralph Hntchinson, of New Castle. 

" Mulberry Swamp," containing four hundred acres 
adjoining the ioregoing tract on the north, was grant­
ed to Thomas Merritt July 16, 1671 ,  and in 1680 

passed to Walter Dickinson. July 5, 1679, this land 
was granted to Barnard Hodges, who had then 
occupied it for eighteen months, and it became known 
as '· Hodges' Desert," and '' Jones his Valley." Wal­
ter Dickinson began suit against Hodges for Mulberry 
Swamp, formerly surveyed to Thomas Merritt, and the . 
jury found for Dickinson. This tract came into pos­
session of Samuel Dickinson before 1725, who, Sep­
tember 28, 1743, sold it to Griffiths Gordon. Samuel 
Dickinson also came into possession of sixty acres of

� Young's land, a part of Poplar Neck, which he sold 
to John PJeasonton in 1725. 

Jehu Curtis, January 5, 1738, took up a small tract 
of fast land and some marsh cont11ining twenty acres, 
named " Kitt's Hammock," and which he very soon 
after assigned to John Pleasonton, who owned part 
of Poplar N eek adjoining. The survey gives " Kitt's 
Hamniock " as containing thirty-one acres. " Brink­
Joe Range," a tract of marsh land, lay adjoining 
Kitt's Hammock to the southwest ; one hundred acres 
of it also passed to John PJeasonton. These Pleasan­
ton lands pass.ed to Da\'id Pleasonton, and by a 
survey in Book B, it is shown that i n  1818 Nathaniel 
Pleasonton's tavern was on the site or near the present 
Kitt's Hammock Hotel, and the PJeasonton farm­
house was located west of it. The old tavern entirely 
disappeared long years ago. 

After the tavern went down the place was used very 
much as a tenting-ground and for basket picnics, until 
about l 846, when Wi]liam Hutchinson an<l Henry W. 
Mcllvaine built a hotel at Kitt's Hammock, and about 
the same time planted oysters in Delaware Bay at an 
expense of one hundred and five dollars each, think­
ing that it won Id be a benefit to the hotel which is 
,I cllted on the beach. fcllvaine failed, the property 
changed hands, :wd no  furlJrnr attention was gi veu to 
the oysters planted by Hutchinson and Mcllvaine 
until about twenty years afterwards, when New York 
boats began to find an abundance of oysters on this 
ground. Mr. Hutchinson consulted counsel and 
found there was no law to protect his oyster-beds. 
Subseqnently a bill was drawn up by Joseph P. Com­
egys, now chief justice, and a law was enacted pro­
Lect,ing Delaware fisheries, which bas resulted in 
great benefit to the State. While Mcllvaine and 
Hutchinson gained nothing for themselves in their 
oyster-planting, they claim to have fir8t demonstrated 
th!i fe8Jjibi lity of. that cuUure in Delaware l�a.y. 
Kitt's lfommock is on the b1Ly where it is ab nt, th irty 
miles wide, an l consists of one hotel and about 
twenty summer cottages, principally owned by peo­
ple in Dover, n ine  miles di�tant. The hotel imd 
grocery are now (1887 ) kept by John G. Melvin. 

St. Jones' Landing is at the mouth of St. Jones' 
Creek, three miles south from Kitt's Hammock. 
Vessels bound for Cape May occasionally stop here to 
take on passengers. 

John Burton, November 24, 1679, received a war­
rant for eix hundred acres of land, adjoining that of 
"Tal ter Dickinson, which was known as " Durton's 
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Margar e t  and Honey 
Cox ,  wi th unusual 
dolls  at Ki tts , 1 920 s .  

@ 1 9 1 8  
b e s i de tida l poo l . ) 

Cre di t s :  Tintype from S a llie � .  Wallace .  
Girl s , Carolyn C ox Ros e .  
Ti d a l  poo l ,  Ali c e  Short . 

6 

Kitts Hummock 
a spel l ing matter 
Kitts Hummock was started 

when Jehu Curtis on .January 5. 
1738 , found 31  acres Df high land 
and t<lok up a title. 

He called i t  "Kitt 's Ham­
mock . ' "  The spelling is wrong 
today. but the pronunciation is 
correct. Some say the name 
comes from Captain Wil liam 
Kidd, who is supposed to have 
frequented the place , but there's 
nothing but legend to back that 
up. 

Around 184G William Hutchin 
son and Henry Mcilvaine planl 
ed the first oyster beds in Del;; 
ware waters . The venture co5 
them only $ 1 05. However, th 
bed was neglected for about 2 
years. 
· Renewed interest was sparke 
when fleets of I-;'ew York oyste1 
men found vast qnantitites ( 
the bivalves -0ffshore. Hutchi1 
son went to law but found the1 
was none to protect him. As 
result .  the first fisheries law · 
Delaware was passed. 

BOB REYNOLDS 
Rock Htrnting 
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TO A MOSQU I TO 

Oh cons tant s inger in the night 
And ruthl e s s  prober of my skin , 
You f l imsy ,  winged sate l l i te ,  
How did you manage to get in? 

Your whining vo ice ins ide the screen 
Te l l s  me you ' re much di s turbed 
As to whether " in "  is rea l ly " in " , 
Now that your l iberty i s  curbed . 

I ' m l ong past the point now 
I don ' t  care i f  you bite , 
But p l ease  stop your crooning 
And let me s l eep one night . 

--Gi lbert Bvron 
������������ �-�� �����-F� 

A trave l e r  cou l d  not be squeami sh in the early days . 
ve r ,  Evan Evans s eems to have been particu l arly  preju-

ed . He wrote of  Dove r in 17 1 1 :  

The re are i n  that p l ace Buggs and Muscatoes , 
the one a vermin in beds , and the o ther a 
f l y  that infests a l ways in the heat o f  Summer 
and are so . troub l es ome that it is impos­
sible for a s tranger to continue there 
without extreme danger . *  

Choo se a man * *  o f  a Hardy Constitution 
because he can expect l i ttl e o r  Nothing 
from the peop l e  . . .  

The natives did not let  a few insects deter them f rom 
oying the b l es s ings o f  peace ful Kent . At least  they 
t safer in the i r  beds than thos e  who migrated Wes t .  

co logy has since contro l l ed thi �  prob l em .  
inister 

CHAPTER 14 
KITTS HUhMOCK 

or gene rations , local  residents have found 
" the H ammock " ,  as it i s  loca l l y  ca l l ed ,  a 
p l ace o f  re f reshment in spite o f  mud , odor­
ous ho rse shoe c rabs and mo squitoes . Its 
fo l l owing is loya l , with succeeding genera­
tions of the same f ami l y  inhabi ting the same 
battered and o f ten-patched dwe l l ing . There 

pe-t;e.;, 

j) 
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The Cox Cot tage 
1 920s 

It wa s origina lly a 
trapper ' s  c abin . 

\ Cr e � j ! ;  C & � o J yn Cox qo s e ) 
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are tho se who have bui l t  comfortab l e  dwe l l ings and s tay 
the year around . 

Storms have l ashed cottages f rom the i r  foundations 
and f l oated p rivies into the marsh behind , but the 
Hammockers are not abashed , though the Bay waters have 
made them move many feet i n l and down through the years . 

Thi s hummock of l and has a lways been the abode o f  
free-spirited citiz ens s eeking peace and p rivacy . 

I get a hushed feel ing when I mount i ts narrow 
shing l e  of sand and first  see the Bay waters , either near 
or far , depending upon the tide . Perhaps I love it  be­
cause it  is  the fi rst s trip o f  seasho re I can remembe r  
p l aying upon , skipping f l at s tones upon the wate r , o r  
hunting tiny seashe l l s ,  del icate a s  a new-born baby ' s  
nai l . There are no real brats on the beach , only 
curiosity seekers . 

The re was a lways something new o r  interesting to see 
or do , such as wa l k  to Sand Di tch to watch the seiners 
hau l in the ir  nets , and seeing the s ting rays with l ashing 
tai l s  angri ly fighting confinement . To the �outh were 
the king c rab pens and the lure of the mouth of S t .  Jones 
C reek which we neve r quite reached , because the beach 
became so narrow and uninteres ting . 

There were o l d  army hammocks to swing in under the 
canopy of a cottage whi l e  the tide was out or poo l s  to 
exp lore off sho re . There were evening bonfires to ward 
off the huge mosquitoes and marshma l l ows to toas t .  Bare 
feet were acceptab l e  in spite o f  sand burrs and sand f l eas . 

There was a bathhous e  at the back of  a co ttage where 
one changed f rom a " surf "  f i l l ed bathing suit into com­
fo rtab l e  cotton c l othing . The cottages contained " o l d 
fashioned" furnitu re , such as  wrought i ron beds and 
outmoded washs tands and chamber pots whi ch wou ld b ring a 
sma l l  fortune at an antique auction today . 

One cou l d  eat continuou s ly , i t  seemed . The best 
app l e sauce in the who le  wor l d  was  made by Dora Cox , 
which she obtained f rom app les  grown in the Neck . 

To the uniniti ated , Ki tts Hummock may seem the ideal 
hangout o f  pi rates o f  former day s . That " gentl eman " 
pi rate , Captain Kidd , s aw it  from a ship , at l e a s t ,  
whe ther h e  actua l l y buried treasure the re o r  no t .  

Former hi s torians have taken i t  for granted that the 
name Kitts is a corruption of " Kidd" -- there is evidence 
to the contrary . As early as 1 6 6 0 , it  was noted that .:the 
native Indian name of the Delaware River was Kit - hanne , 
meaning " great rive r " . The Mohawks of  New York State 

-:� � -..  '"' '·· "\ 1 L'.l "': � � t:; � � � C :� 1,-., .:;  [.: -+: ':) ...._., y , 
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cal led the De l aware River the M a q u.a-6 - K-<.:t:ta n .  Whateve r 
the o ri gin of its name , a l l the o l d  records before 19 3 3  
spe l led the name K-<.:tt-0 Hamm o e � ,  with a n  a .  

A .  Sydney Logan , i n  his  book Am y Wa��e n ,  capita l i z ec 
on the buried treasure l egend . He did wri te a remarkab l1 
f actual  s to ry about the a rea . A l so , reports o f  " found " 
treasure a re on record , and no l e s s  a personage than the 
Reverend Thomas Smith , a Methodi s t  ministe r ,  rel ated in 
his diary that , " I  was c a l led upon to preach the funera l 
o f  Mr . Wi l l i am Be l l ,  who s e  re s idence was on the seaboard , 
and whe re , it  is  said , he had found a vast amount of 
money in a hogshead , whi ch had ro l l ed asho re f rom some 
ship wrecked on the coast . "  This was in 18 0 2 ,  ove r 1 0 0  
years after the death o f  Captain Wi l l i am Kidd . The 
thought of treasure s ti l l  ho l ds romance .  

Kitts Hammock , Pi cke rings Beach and even Sand Di tch 
among them , were food baskets and p l aygrounds o f  
the tenants o f  St . Jones Neck . P l easanton ' s  tavern 
occupied the p l ace  in the early  1 8 0 0 ' s .  It was the s cenE 
of a great deal of pol itical  action of a radi cal  nature , 
i f  past histo ri ans reported truthfu l ly .  

A .  Sydney Logan mentions a round dome-shaped bui ldir 
at Kitts in Am y Wa�� e n ,  but i f  one exi s ted , it  was befo rE 
the memory of  any of  the p re sent generation . Many remem· 
ber a hote l wi th s i lver map l e s  in f ront . 

I t  i s  true that about 18 4 6  Henry W .  Mci lvaine and 
Wi l l i am Hutchi son bui l t  a hote l at K i tts Hammock , and 
about the s ame time p l anted oysters in the D e l aware Bay 
at the expense o f  $ 1 0 5 . 0 0 each , thinking it  wou l d  supp ly 
a de l i cacy for the hote l tab l e . Mci lvaine fai l ed ,  the 
p roperty changed hands , and no further attention was paic 
to the seeded oysters unti l twenty years l ater when New 
York boats began to dredge oysters f rom the spo t . Mr . 
Hutchi son consu l ted a l awyer and found there was no l aw 
on the books to p ro tect his inte res t .  Joseph P .  Comegys 
is c redited with drawing up a bi l l  which became l aw ,  and 
so wate rmen in the who l e  s tate bene f i tted as a re s u l t  of 
one Mci lvaine ' s  financi a l  fai lure . 

,:--::- In  a newspaper artic l e ,  Mr . Ned Hei te gave a brief 
histo ry o f  Kitts Hummock , which adds to that a l ready 
re l ated : 

I t  a l l  s tarted when Jehu Curti s * , on 
Janu ary 5 ,  17 3 8 ,  found some thi rty-one 
acres of high l and here ( ? )  and took 
up a titl e .  He c a l l ed it " K i tt ' s  
Hammock . 

*G randson of John Curti s . See P ri s ci l l a K itchen section 
-:H:- DELAv!A HE STA'l'E NEVIS 
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A tavern was kept there by Nathaniai  
P l ea santon in 1 8 1 8  but it  failed and 
di sappeared . After that the white , 
sandy beach was a favorite tenting 
ground for the area . --

On May 18 , 1 8 8 1 ,  the hote l (bui l t  
by Hutchinson around 18 4 6 )  reopened 
(was ) remodeled under the management 
of J .  Jeanes and E .  J .  Hi s s ,  whc 
cal led the p l ace " Bay View . " The 
propri etors o ffered to meet gue sts 
at the train in Dover .  Board was 
$8 per week ( Chi l dren hal f-price ) . 
Bathing and fi shing were p rime o f fer­
ings . 

Sti l l  are . 

Later that decade,  John G .  Me lvin 
took ove r the operation of the hote l ,  
conceding to the name , " Kitts Hummock " . 

About twenty cottages were bui l t  there 
during that same period , the first to 
rise in what has been a s teadi ly­
expanding community o f  swe l te ring 
Doverites . 

Most of the l and on the beach is  rented 
to the cottage owners - - . 

F l o rence Kenton ran the hotel in the 1 9 2 0 ' s .  

':-'".-"t�-: ..... ---:, 

The i l lustr ious Annie Jump Cannon , noted astronome r ,  
re l axed wi th ch i ldhood friends at Ki tts Hammock i n  her 
youth - - in spite of  mos quitoes . Dressed in weighty blue 
serge swim suits and b l ack s tockings , she: and her friends 
were reprimanded by a s traight- l aced o l d  l ady for lounging 
on the beach in such revea l ing co stumes . 

Annie ca l l ed her cottage a " cabin " .  On the first 
f l oor ,  it had l ong bunk s al ong one wa l l  for the boys to 
s l eep . Upstairs the gi rl s s l ept on feather beds . 

Rache l ,  the cook , s tarted them s inging spi ritua l s  
around a bon f ire at night . 

No doubt Dr . Cannon got some "bright"  t deas on the 
beach at Ki tts , because she was mindfu l of the "myriads 
of s tars above u s "  and went on to .Harvard where she 
cataloged he r " scien tif ic ca s t l e "  including over 4 0 0 , 0 0 0  
s tars -- " a  structure that p robabl y  wi l l  never be 
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dup l icated i n  kind or  extent b y  a s ingle  individual " eve r 
She found f ive new s tars and s everal hundred variab l e  one 
If Captain Kidd was the mo s t  notorious personage to set 
foot at the spo t ,  Annie Jump Cannon was certainly  the mos 
famous . :,w .-: l'-' .-t ,:a> --

The first  road para l l e l  to the Bay s topped at Keith ' 
cottage on the south end . Some early owners there were 
Tom Keith ,  Andrew Cox , the Goodens , Co l l i sons and Tous ers 
Ogg l etree s , Hopes , Chadwicks , Boyers , Godwins and Judge 
Wi l l ey .  

On the north end were Ente r l ines , Ennises , Heite s , 
C l ements , and Mal oneys , among others . The chi l dren o f  
Bob Mi tchum , the movie s ta r ,  spent summers there , l ater .  

Captain Muncey was a l ong-time res i dent o f  K itts . 
Once , when the weather got exceeding l y  rough and his boat 
did not come in , o thers " ri s ked thei r  l ives "  to go out 
for him and found him so unperturbed that he refused to 
l eave his good f i shing spot . The weather was rougher on 
shore than in the Bay . 

The Hopes f l ew the i r  own p l ane f rom Bal timore and 
l anded it on the beach , a rea l eye-popping event for the 
sma l l  f ry . 

The l a s t  time the cottages were moved back was 1 9 3 3 . 

There was a communal pump unti l s everal  f ami l i e s  
tapped a n  underground river 2 5 0  f e e t  below the surface 
and insta l led an e l e ctric pump . Ned Heite recorded his  
own memories o f  the pump and hours spent on the beach : 

Used to be that one o f  the chores of  
the k ids at K itts f i rst thing in the 
morning was to take the j ugs down to 
the pumphous e  at the cro s s roads and 
f i l l  up with drinking water for the 
day . 

Washwater c ame f rom the rain barre l . 

I f  it  didn ' t  rain , you didn ' t  wash . 

The day o f  the " peek- i n "  shower and 
the WPA John (which washed back on 
the marsh eve ry high tide ) is  
fading fa s t .  

I f  you wanted a drink of  water , you 
j us t  went to the trough-type pump 
spout and held  your hand over the 
mouth unti l there was a good f l ow . 
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(Now ) a l l the spl ash i s  ( taken )  out 
of getting water . 

,The horse trough ' s  s ti l l  there , but 
you cou l dn ' t  get a hors e  up to it  
for  l ove nor money . 

One o f  the greates t  p l easures of  
Kitts Hummock for the kids  was 
going out in the mud (wai s t  deep 
for a five-year-old )  and catching 
c�abs wi th a hand net . 

Sometimes the c rabs caught them . 

Invariabl y ,  though , somebody ' d  get 
c l umsy with a net hand l e  about a 
hundred yards o f f shore in the mudf l at .  

There wou ld be a mud fight . 

Now they ' re doing their  best to 
get rid of the great settler  o f · 
arguments , the muddy beach . 

State ' s  covering it  with s and . 

That ' s  progre s s ?  

Personal note f rom me to Ned : "Want t o  b e t  that the 
mud ' s  s ti l l  there when this gets pub l ished? " 

-� __, .. :-,..: ?'...: 

And now they are ta l k ing about o i l  rigs in the 
De l aware Bay . I remember the s cepticism that p revai led 
when dri l l ing fo r o i l  took p lace in D e l aware in the 1 9 3 0 ' s .  
So convinced were the o ldtimers that i t  was a l l a hoax , 
that I am certain they wou l d  have refused to buy any o i l  
stock o n  p rincip l e  a l one . A t  leas t ,  that ' s  the impress ion 
I got from my fathe r at the time . He was a farmer a.nd 
not a waterman , and l ike o i l  and wate r ,  the two did not 
rea l ly mix . 

As l ong as the oi l didn ' t  s tart ro l l ing up the Bay 
Road , I don ' t  be l ieve he wou l d  have cared two p ins about 
the eco l ogy angl e .  He enj oyed going to the beach on 
Sunday afternoons to see how many fish the b l i s te red city 
s l i ckers brought i n ,  or  he wou l d  go down on a ful l moon to 
scoop up a truck l oad of " k ing" c rabs for his chicken s . He 
ate with re l i sh f resh f i sh mother bought f rom the pedd l ers 
and reque sted an oyster pie now and then , but he wou l d  not 
eat crabs . ( That was about it . )  

S c ene s from Kitts  iiummo ck 

E 



7 0  

His  disl ike o f  the water almost  approached a phobia . 
I loved i t ;  however ,  I didn ' t  a lmos t  s ink in the middle  
of the Bay on  a steamboat bound for  Phi l ade l phia in a 
storm,  so I am in no position to condemn his  attitude . 

Anyway , he left  the waterman ' s  part entire ly to his 
brother, I rvinq, who p i loted a fishing party boat out of 
Bowers Beach for more than twenty years and a l so an 
oyster dredge out o f  Mahan ' s  for a whi l e .  The interesting 
part is that my father could  swim and many of  the watermen 
could  not .  

TRAPPING AND HUNTING 

It seemed to me that my father risked his  l i fe much 
more on the marsh than he woul d  have in the water . He 
loved to trap and hunt . On winter mornings , he could  
hardly wait to  get  the mi lking done so he cou l d  take 
off  for the marsh to check his snooges and traps for 
muskrats . 

Knowing how to step from tussock . to tus sock and when 
not to traverse a certain portion of marsh took acumen 
and long experience . 

Once , Harry Steenberg , from Pennsylvania Dutch 
country , decided to fol low my father ctnd Sonny (Dawson) 
Minner as they checked their trap s . He l earned the hard 
way that one does not step in the tracks o f  another ,  but 
must make his own path . The one part of  Arny  Wa���n hard 
to bel ieve i s  that she walked the marsh alone . No woman 
that I know o f  ever set  foot on the marsh during my 
chi ldhoo d .  

It was no picnic , either,  to bare an arm t o  the 
shou lder in sub-freez ing temperatures and p l unge it down 
to retrieve a water-soaked " rat"  f rom a trap . Perhaps 
that is  why snooges were more popu l a r .  They were cheap 
to make and sprung the animal into the air where i t  was 
eas i ly reached . 

The j ob was not over ,  however,  unti l the anima l was 
skinned and stretched on a board . I never saw my father 
more cheerful than when he came home with a b lack muskra t ,  
which brought more money a s  Hudson S e a l  o n  the fur market .  
Beaver were long gone , but once h e  caught an otter which 
he cons idered the biggest  prize of  a l l .  

very l ittl e of  the muskrat went to was te , however .  
The dark , red meat was an excel l ent substitute for bee f ,  
and often my father and Sonny carried quarters given them 
by the best citizens of Magno l i a  society for a pair of  
" rats " they hadn ' t  even caught yet . Bones were fed to 
the dogs . "Marsh Rabbit"  is a tasty dish , properly 
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prepared ; s o  i s  Snipe and other marsh birds which were 
usual ly prepared for me . 

Almost  every farmer had a rabbi t  beag l e . Ours was 
named " Sport" . Jus t seeing a gun woul d  make him turn a :  
most  inside out . There was no subsistence diet on the 
farms during the Depre s s ion if the man of the famil y  wa! 
energetic . We had a lmost  no money , but what with wi l d  
game i n  abundance and chicken , duck and guinea running 
l oose  on the farm l and , we had provender f i t  for a king . 
We did not eat raccoon and opos sum because we did not 
have to . 

My father and his brother I rving teamed up on " coor 
hunting . One night a raccoon in Jones Neck woul d  not ti 
and kept the dogs running around and around in a " cripp : 
It  was two o ' c lock in the morning when they got home , 
coon- l es s . The worst times , though , were when the dogs 
met up with a skunk and didn ' t  back o f f  fast enough . Tl 
had to load the s ick , sme l ly dogs into the truck and l i, 
with the odor a coupl e  of  weeks . *  

THAD WINDSOR 

My Unc l e  I rving used to go north with Thad Windsor 
of  Mil ford , the hote l owner , for exotic game which was 
served in the hote l dining room . Once they returned wii 
a bear . 

Mr . Windsor was a f l orid and heavy-set man , but I 
remember best  the monkey which he brought with him to 
the Co l l ins farm .  Once i t  got loose and it  l ed a merry 
chase up and down the rainspouts and l ightning rods , 
keeping out o f  reach o f  the dogs . 

Mr . Windsor gave the fami l y  a Mexican Chihuahua 
named "Peggy" . She was my grandmother ' s  constant companic 
for many years . 

The Wright family  a l s o  obtained one o f  the first 
purebred German Shepherds in the area , named "Donna " .  
They trained her to round up the cows and bring them to 
the barn a lone . 

My father l oved hunting dogs for their usefulness .  
He  enj oyed hearing the tongueing of  the chas e ,  but fox 
hunting was not one of his  vanities . He was rather 
into lerant of those  who a l lowed dogs to run pel l  me l l  
after a fox acro s s  a we l l -groomed fie l d  when he figured 
they shou ld  have been toi l ing at " hones t "  l abor . Be­
sides , the foxes ate h i s  poul try and they were not 
edibl e  themselves . 

*Doris Frazier suggested tomatoe j uice as an antidote ( ? )  
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hu - m lc (hyoo'mik) adj. of or derived from humus 
hum..ic add a brown powder consisting of organic acids, 

derived from humus 
b u - mid (hyffiVmid, yoo'-) adj. [Fr. hum,j.de < L. hmntid1.is 

< kmner,e ,  altered (aftei; lmtmts) < mni:re, to be molst : see 
HVMOR] (u]l of water vapor ; damp ;  moist -SYN. see WET 

hu • mid · i • fy (hyoo mid1a fi 1 , yoo-) ut . - fled ', -fy'lng, to 
make humid; moisten; dampen -hu • mid'·l · fl · ca'tloo n .  
-hu • mld'l • fi'cr n.  

*hu - mid , i - sta t ( -stat') n .  [HUM1Dl (TY) + -STAT] aR auto­
matic device for controlling the extent to which a humidi­
fier or dehumidifier modifies the relative humidity 

hu - mid · i - ty (-te) n., pl . - ties [ME. lmmydile < OFr. 
Jiittn.idite < LL. hitniiditCls < L. ltmnidus: see HUMID] 
1 .  m<;iistness; dampness 2 .  the amount or degree of mois­
ture m the au: -relative h u m id ity the amount of 11:!0isture 
in the air as compared with the maximum amount that 
the air could contain at the same temperature, expressed 
as a percentage 

* hu - mi - dor (hyoo1ma d8rl',  yoo1-) n. [HUMID + -OR] 1 .  a 
device, as a tube containing a moistened sponge, for keep­
ing the air moist in a tobacco jar, cigar case, etc. 2 .  a case, 
jar, etc. equipped with snch a device 

hu-mil • i • ate (hyoo mi\te at' .  hyoo-, yoo-) vt. -at'ed , -at'­
lng ( < LL. hunii.Uatus, _pp, of hurnd.liare, to humiliate < L. 
Jm·rnilis, HUM.BLE] to hurt the pride or dignity of by causing 
to be or seem foolish or contemptible ; mortify -SYN. see 
DEGRADE -hu • mil'i •a'tion n. 

h u - mil • i • ty (hyoo mil !a te) n. [ME. Jiumiliie < OFr. < L. 
lmm'ililas] the state or quality of being humble ; absence 
of pride or self-assertion · 

hu m-mer: (hum'a1:) n. I .  a person or thing that hums 
*2. same as HUMMINGBIRD 

hum- ming_ (-in). adj. _ _ 1 .  tl?,at buzz�s, drones, or hums 
2 .  [Colloq.] ful l  of actrvih ; lively ; bnsk 

*htun - ming, b.ird ( -61.-1:r<l. 1) n. any of a large family (Tro­
chil idae) of very smal l , 
brigh t l y co l ore d ,  N ew 
World birds with a long, 
slender bill for feeding on 
nectar, and narrow wings 
that vibrate rapidly, often 
with a humming sound 

hu m - mock (hu m 'ak)  n .  
[orig. naut. < ?) I .  a low, 
rounded hill ; knoll ; hill ­
ock 2 .  a ridge or rise in an 
ice :field *3.  a tract of fer­
tile, heavily  wooded land. 
higher than a surrounding 

EIVMMlNGlllRO 
(4 1 /4-4- 3/4 in . long) 

marshy area ---'lr hum'moc k • y  adj. 
* ltu - mon -gous (hyoo miirJ 'gas, -mun'-) adj. [ prob. a blend 

of H UGE, MONS-J'ROUS, & TREMENDOUS] (Slang] of enormous 
size or extent; very large or great 

hu - mor (hyoo'mar, yoo'-) n. (ME. < OFr. < L. /nimor, 
1itnor. moistt1-re, -fluid, ak.m to umere, to be moist < IE. 
base *we·gw- , *ugw-, moist, moisten, whence Gr. hygl'os, 
mo:ist, fluid, Du. wak, wet, WAKE'] 1 .  orig. ,  any fluid or 
juice 01 an animal or plant; esp., any 0£ the four fluids 
(cardinal h u mors) formerly e01,side.red responsible for 
one's health a11.d disposition ; blood, phlegm, choler 
(yellow bile) , or melancholy (black bile) 2 .  a) a person's 
disposition or temperament b} a mood;  state of mind 
3 .  whim; fancy;  caprice 4. the quality that makes some­
thing seem funny, amusing, or ludicrous; comicality 
S. a) the ability t.o perceive, appreciate, or express what 
is fUJ1ny, amusing , or ludicrous b) the expression of this 
in speech, writing, or action 6. any fluid or fluidlikc 
substance of the body; blood, lymph, bile, etc. [the 
aqtieC'lus Jmmor} -vt .  1 .  to comply with the mood or 
whim of (another) i indulge 2. t act in agreef"\lent with 
the nature of ; adapt oneself to -SYN. see lNDULCI!: 
MOOD1

, WlT1 --out of h u mor not in a good mm1d ; cross ; 
disagreeable - h u' m<>r • less adj. 

h u - mor-al (-al) adj. [ModL. (Paracelsus) hmnoraUs < L. 
humor] of or re·.l ating to the h.ull).ors of the body 

hu - mor-esque (hyoo'ma resk') n .  [G. humoreske < humor 
(see HUMOR, n. 3)  -� -eske. -ESQUl!] a l ight, fanciful or 
playiul mu.sical composition ;  capricci0 

h.u • mor- ist (hyoo1m.ir ist, yoo' -) n. [HUMOR + -1s-:r) 1 .  a 
person ,vith a good sense of hnmor 2 .  a person skilled in 
the expression of humor; esp. , a profess ional writer or teller 
of amusing stories, jokes, etc. -h u ' mor • ls'tlc adj. 

h u - mor , ous (-as) adj. [uu-rvro'R + -ous; setJ.se 2 < Fr. 
lmmoreux ( < L.) , sense 3 < L. hitmoroms] 1 .  having or 
expressing humor ; funny ;  amus_ing ; comical 2. [A.rchaiol 
whunsicaf ; capricious 3 .  [Obs.) a) moist b) humora1 
-SYN. see WITTY -hu'mor•ous • ly adv. 

hu• mour (hyoo'mar, yo6'-) n., vt. Brit. sp. of HUMOR 

-*ovru- t he -hu:mp [ oUoq.] ver the wo 
difficult part 

hump-back (-bak') n. 1 .  a humped, deform, 
person '.having a humped back; hunchback 
whale (Meg(l,pt;;ra novaeo1tglia-e) with long fl. 
dorsal .fin resembHng a humpback *4. a male 
(Oncotltynchus gorb·uscha) at t/-le tune it 1,rav 
to spaW]l -hump'backed ' adj. 

hum.ped (hun1pt) adj. havi.ng a hump; hum 
Hurn - per - dinck (hoom 1par dir)k' ;  E. hui 

En11 • el • bert (erJ 'gal bert') 1854-192 1 ;  Ger. 
humph (humf : conv1:ntionalize<l pronim. :  uJ 

as a voiced snort with the mou.lJi closed) interj., 
or grunting sound expressing doubt, surp1 
disg11,st, etc. 

H-um- phrey (humtfre) [OE.  HmifYith < 
strength + OE. frith, peace) 1 .  a masculine 
Ger. flwmfried, 1t. Onfredo: also sp. H u m'ph1 
H (ora tlo) , (Jr .) , 19 1 1-7 8 ;  vice _president 
( 1965-69) 

Hump• ty Dump· ty (hump'te dump'te) a 
character in an old nursery rhyme, a person.ii 
egg, who fell from a. wall and broke into piec1 

hum p-y (hum'pe} adj. b u m p'l •er, h u m p'l • e1 
humps 2 .  like a hump 

hu • mus (hyo6 1mas. yoc>'-) n. [L. , earth, gr 
IE. *ghom-: see ROM.AGE) a brown or bla1 
resulting from the partial decay of plant 
matter ;  organic part of the soil 

Hun (hu.n) n. [OE. Httne < LL. Bunni (pl . )  < 
whence Chin. H.imig�ni,, Han] 1 .  a member 
Asiatic people who, led by Attila, invaded 
central Europe .in the 4th and 5th ce.ntu ,­
[often b-] any savage or destructive person ; 
or contempt applied to Ger;uan soldiers esp. !J1 

Hu - nan (hffiVnao. l) province of SE China: 8 1  
pop. 36,220,000 ; cap. Changsha 

hunc.h (hunch) ut. [ < ?] to draw (one's bod1 
as to · form a hump ;  arch into a hump -ui. 
forward jerkily ; push ; shove 2. to sit or :,t, 
back arched -n. 1 .  a hum_p 2. a cht1nk ; 
•t,3 . [ olloq. )  a feeling about something not bai 
facts ; premonition or suspicion : from the 
that it brings good l_uck to touch a hu.nchb1:1.c 

hunch-back (-bak') n. same as H MPBACK (i 
-h u nch' backed ' adj. 

hun-dred (hun'drid, -d.ird) n .  [ME. < OE., 
htmderod, ON. hundralh < PGmc. base *hi 
IE. base *kmto-, whence L. cen.tmn: see CE.NT; 
count (whence Goth. -rathjan) < IE. base *re­
l .  the cardinal number next above ninety-nu 
ten ; 100; C 2 .  a division of an English c 
probably, 1 00 hides of land 3 .  a similar divlsio 
U.S. , now only in Delaware -adj. ten times I 

Hund.red Days the days from March 20 to J1 
the period from Napoleon's recapture of po, 
escape from Elba, to his .:fin.al defeat 

hun -dred -fold ( -fold') adj. 11avi.ng a hu.ndi 
much or as many -adu. a hundred times ai 
many : with a (or, British , an) -n . a number < 
a hundred times as great 

hun -dredth (htuild.ridtb ) adj. [HUND.RED + 
ceded by ninety-nine others in a series ; 100th 
ing any of the hundred equal parts of sometf the one fol lowing the ninety -;unth 2 .  any o 
equal parts of something ; 1/100 

bun, dred -weight (hnn'drid wat', -dard-) 1 
weight equal to 1 00 pounds in the U.S. a:nc 
in England:  abbrev. cwt. 

Hundred Years' War a series of Engllsh­
{1337 to 1453) , in which England lost �I be 
in France except Calais (lost to France ill 15. 

hung (hug) pt. & pp. of :HANG --a l1 ung 
suffering from a hangover -* h u ng up (oo 
emotionally disturbed (by) ; neurotic, repr

3
e� 

baffied , frustrated, stymied, etc . (by) 
corn.mitted (to) ,  or obsessed (by) 

H'.ung. 1 .  Hu.n&ar,ian 2 .  Hungary 
Hun-gar-i , an (hun ger'e an) adj. of Hu!!gar� 
their language, or culture -n . 1 .  a native/ of Hungary 2 .  the Finno-Ugric language 0 
ians; Magyar 

Hun-ga-ry (hu l) 1gar e) country in SC Euro� mi. ; pop. 10, 198,000 ; cap. Budapest : 
M AGV AR RSZAG 

hun-ger (huIJ 'gar) n. [ M E. < OE. h1�11gor: 
Jmnga < IE. base *kc11k-, to burn , dry u_p, 
kattka , pain] I .  a) the discomfor�. paui , 
caused by a need for food b). famme ; si;ar 

0 

• 
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Colorfu l h istory of Kitts Hummock spans three centuries 
By Joanna Wilson 
Assistant editor 

At Kitts Hummock, a 
dozen miles and a world 
away from Delaware's 
bustling capital, a row of 
weathered beach cottages 
nestle into a narrow rise of 
shoreline, overlooking the 
Delaware Bay's muddy 
waves. 

It's a scene that has 
changed little over the last 
century or so. Summer life 
hasn't changed much at 
Kitts either: fishing, boat­
ing, sunbathing . . .  and more 
fishing. Sure, some of the 
cottages have new roofs, 
fresh paint or modern sid­
ing, but an air of rustic 
charm still prevails. 

Anyone stumbling upon 
the quiet community today 
- a place where dogs bark 
at unfamiliar cars and no 
trespassing signs are com­
mon - would hardly guess 
at its long and colorful his-

tory, now told by a new 
state historic marker. 

An early version of the 
name "Kitt's Hammock" 
first appeared in 1738, 
when Jehu Curtis took up a 
small tract of 31 acres of 
"fast land" and marsh. 
Some sources say the name 
was originally "Kidd's Ham­
mock" for Capt. William 
Kidd, the 17th century 
pirate. 

Ned Heite of Camden, 
who spent many swnmers 
at his par�ts• Kitts cottage, 
has one word for the Kidd 
theory: "Nonsense!" 

Heite believes the name 
is a corruption of Christo­
pher. Another theory: local 
Native Americans called the 
Delaware River Kit-hanne, 
meaning "great river." 

As for hummock, howev­
er, Heite is quick to correct 
any who �ould call it such. 

"It's spelled 'hummock' 
but it's pronounced 'ham­
mock,'" Heite stressed. 

A ROW OF COTTAGES nestle into the narrow shoreline at Kitts Hummock, a scene that has changed little in the 
last century. Photo by Joanna Wilson. 

�0th century 
summer place 

Pirates or not, Kitts had 
plenty of 20th century char­
acters. 

Margaret Paul's family 
kept a cottage at Kitts from 

195'7 to 1978. She remem­
bers the Smith family -
Peggy, who ran the hotel 
restaurant and prothers 
Harvey and Reese, who 
wa.s known as "the mayor 
of Kitts Hummock."  

Margaret Collison of 
Smyrna, whose grandfa­
ther James Behen Sr. is 
said to have floated his 
cottage down from neigh­
boring Pickering Beach, 
recalls the warmth of 
neighbors like contractor 
Ward Hurley, who took in 
boaters stranded by the 
weather. 

"It was when people 
took care of people," said 
Collison. 

The Heite cottage was 
"basically one room with a 
room up and a wrap­
around screen porch" -
typical of Kitts cottages 
at that time. 

"Most everybody bad a 
"11'1 ._1.., - 4 41-. ,... .. .  oo+ 

behind the cottages, so we 
carried e\·erything down 
there - water, food, ice. 
There was no electricity. 
We used oil lamps. It was 
like the 17th ceutury," he 
continued. 

Thomas remembers a 
1933 hurricane. 

"Every cottage on one 
end of the beach lost its 
front ,porch but one," he 
said, noting everyone had 
to move their cottages 
back to where the horse 
barns had been. 

For many years, the 
only fresh water source 
was a central community 
pump. Doris Jack son of 
Dover said the morning 
trip to the pump for 
drinking water in buckets 
"wasn't any big deal." 

The . "odorless" Works 
Progress Administration 
toilet was a "great 
advance," Heite said, over 
ao.-li11r outhouses. Then 

However, rainwater 
had its advantages. 
"Rain, what it does to 
your hair is unbelievable. 
It makes your hair love­
ly," said Mrs. Jackson. 

. Summer garb was sim­
ple, especially for the 
children of Kitts. 

"You had two bathing 
suits and you changed 
from one to the other," 
said Thomas. 

For boaters, Thomas 
said, the bay's tides, wind 
and weather had to be 
watched closely. 

"You always had a 
plan. That was the golden 
rule. You didn't go in the 
water without everything 
you needed . . .  oars, life 
jackets, compass, an 
extra can of gas, n said 
Thomas, who also collect­
ed clams by the gunny­
sack-full and scooped up 
blue crabs with dip nets 
at low tide. 
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Kitts : ·a qu iet summer place-
Continued from page 12 recalling the little dance 

floor at the old hotel. 
but plenty of other Dover "W t ·ht 11 th b f ·1· t ·11 e aug a e oys am1 ies s 1 summered d th d at Kitts. own ere to ance," 

"It's h d t 1- h Mrs . Jackson replied, ar o rea 1ze. ow . 
much a pa�t of Dqyer la�ghmg. . _ . 
Kitts Hammock . vtas " How simple hfe was 
said Dover histori'a.'n down at Kitts Hammock," 
James Jackson, whose he sai_d with a sigh. 
parents had a place four One simple pleasure to 
cottages from that of his the children of Kitts was 
future wife, Doris. the thick brown mud, 

"It was a very notable \ ankle to hip deep at low 
place because . that's · tide. 
where -you taught me how "Now; people talk about 
to dance," Jac�5>i:J.- . .sa:id, the mµd .at,. Kitts like it · 

AT THE BEACH: Baby Ned Heite sits on the lap of Kitts 
Hummock neighbor.Audrey Clark Jackson. Photp cour­
tesy of Ned Heite. 

was poison," said Jack-· 
son, shaking his head. 

"And we used to paint 
ourselves with it!" said 
Mrs. Jaclrnon. 

With the marsh so close 
by, another challenge was 
the mosquitoes . 

"If you were blessed 
with a nice east wind, you 
were all right," said 
Thomas. "Those mosqui­
toes could eat you alive, 
literally. It was a battle to 
keep the screens in good 
repair." 

, "I don't think anybody 
had a neutral feeling 
about Kitts Hamm;_ock. 
You either loved it or you 
didn't," Jackson sa:id, not­
ing a fashionable new 
ocean resort beckoned: 
Rehoboth Beach, with its 
dance bands and faster 
pace of life. 

"'Azl we got older _we 
couldn't wait to go to 
Rehoboth," said Mrs. 
Jackson. · 
21 st century 

Kitts Hummock 
Andy Mariani was part 

of a younger generation of 
Kitts kids. He remembers 
the beach when the oyster 
catch was still pretty 
good, when crabbing 
brought in bushels and 
when the old baseball 
field was still just off the 
main road. 

"It used to be a· para­
dise. Now it's a half para­
dise," Mariani said with a 
laugh, sitting in year-

round res-ident Tom 
Robinson's living room as 
wind, rain and ocean-like 
surf pounded outside in a 
late spring storm. 

Robinson, who laugh­
ingly de�cribes his hjgh­
on-pilings·home as "a $50 
trailer with a $50 million 
view," is a Pennsylvanian 
who settled in Kitts about 
15 years ago. 

The "peaceful and 
quiet" character of Kitts 
also is what drew Mariani 
to buy his own year-round 
home thete in 1976. 

And the quiet is what 
draws former Dover 
mayor Joe McDonough, 
'too: 

"'I do all my reading 
down here," said McDo­
nough, who bought his 
summer cottage at Kitts 
in 1991 and has since 
been involved .in its first 
civic association, which 
deals with such concerns 
as beach replenishment 
and mosquito control .  

None of the three 
expects change to come 
quickly to quiet Kitts. 

"Because of the wet­
lands and the bay, that's 
the way it's going to stay," 
said McDonou.gh. "I don't 
see us changing much." 

For more photos of Kitts 
Hummock, including 
some 19th century view, 
visit the Dover Post on.line 
at www.dpverpost.com. 
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THE HEITE FAMILY COTTAGE at Kitts Hummock, just 
after World War II. Photo courtesy of Ned Heite. 

A STRIKINGLY SIMILAR COTTAGE some 50 years later. 
Photo by Joanna Wilson. 




