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I. KISTORICAL BACKGROUND
A. ‘feundinc

- relton came- into existence in 1856 during the time of
the building i the Delaware Railroad. The railroad located %
mile eact of a little town known as Berrytown was called Berrytown
Station and also, Jehnny Cake Station later Frederica Station.

“elten is situated in South Murderkill hundred, in the
middle of Kent County, approximately 11 miles south of Dover,
approxiicately £ miles west of Frederica, and approximately 7 miles
north of Harrington. .

The town is § mile square with the railroad in the
eéxact center on the northern and southern lines. The town was
incorroraicd before 18€1l.

The matter of giving the town a name caused some heated
-controversies between the peorle on the west side of the tracks
Who referred to it as Berrytown Station, and the pecple on the east
side of the iracks who referred to it ﬁs the Frederica Station.

'
1. . R - .

One day a farmer on his way éo market with a basket of
eggs was stopped by several citizens who were invelved 'in an -
argumerit cn the subject. The farmer was asked for a suggestion
that mioht solve the problem to the satisfaction of all concerned.
He replied, "Why not call it 'Felton', and make it a namesake of
Mr. Samuel M. Felton, a directer and president, of the Delaware

Railroad." : From that day forth, the town of its own
on a2 evel with the di own
er-
up a
serv

li11i0tt, Richard, Last of the St ate
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B. - Fopulation

Tne first census of Felton was taken 1n 1870 which showed
a population 01 437« : .

The noxt census taken was in 1880 which showed a smaller
pepulation of 383 This can be explained by the fact that’ the
Pennypacker Sav m1l; and Lumber Yard was moved from Felton to wllmlngton
in 1873,

After 1860, the population showed a steady increase unward
throqor 1920. The 1920'5 were the peak point in Felton's hlstory.
The town was flourishing with basket factories, savmills, a creamery
with a gcod business in fluid milk, a canning fact

In 1930, the town suffered 80,00C fire in the heart of
s district. At that time town d no modern water
water had to be snuttled on by'r ilroad.

to 1940, there wa decl
f the pecple left Fel

Felton had another fire
idenc imate

elte

190C
1910
1920
1930
1940
1950
1960
197C
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Ce. Development

The town was developed on land owned by Mr. Joseph Simpson
and b, Alfred U. Clifton. The farmer, Mr. Simpson owned the land on
the northerr side of main street and sold lots for building Mr. Clifton
whose land was on the southern side of main street refused to sell land
to anycne, but agreed to allow people to build cn his land for ground

V]
ren

T 1856¢ when the railroad and Adams Express authorities
opened their coffices, Mr. Robert V. Reynolds was the first agent.
He was shortly followed by Mre George C. Heringc who after a brief
period was Succeeded by Mre James B Conner. Mr. Robert Reynolds and
his brother ovened a general store on the southea~t corner of Main
and Lombart Strects. There was one blacksmith shc; and one farm house.

In the fall of the same year, a hotel was built by Mr. Hering.
This was called the Fountain House and later Smoots Hotel. The
buildig still exists and is owned by Mr. Fred Casper who purchased the
rroperty in 1966. It is his residence, and it alsc houses a grocery
ctore managed by Mr. Ronald Walters.

In the early days of the town, there viere two bakeries,
one of which was owned by Mr. Prettyman. The balking was done out-of=-
doors. In 1869 tc 1870 Mr. Prettyman's outdoor furnace was located
on Railroad Avenuec.

Mc. Sam Morgan manufactured ¢ iages. Fis Hlace of
business was located where .the Bank now ands. There were two.

~brick yards in between 1860 and 1 Q. ring th e, .
*Eelton had a l ard, anﬂlll and tw fou 1eu.iaﬁ= RN

o In the early 70's 'a foundry was" .converted 1nto ‘a -basket ;
mlll by Mr. James Hubbard. . . .

Mre Jo He  nes manufactﬁiéd Wégov “in the eéfly;?O'g o
and continued for f1 y'years. LTI e

Dr. Jefferson Luff built his general store, drug store,
and oranary in 1284 and continued to.operate it until 1904.

in the late 70's and early £0's Dre R. @W. Hargadine, an
imcorter of sceds, was the first to introducc crimson clcve in
Uelaware. Dre Hargadine reportedly owned and operated the most
gitensive greenhouses on the peninsula. Ilis seeds were lmported Irom

Furcpee

tre. George Godwin and . Charles Severn were carpentc*s
and building contractorse Godwin's husiness operated for a half .
century. Yhile Severn worked from 1€60 until 1880 in Felton. In
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1690, an exchange fcr flour and m 1 was owned and managed by
NMr. Harry Lynch ard his father. . Walter Harrington and Mre Lynch
develored a wholesale fruit and pr duce businesss

For a number of years, Mr. Gilbert Meredith handled the
Felton branch of the Farmer's Exchange. Later Mr. James Jones
acted as an independent shipping agent for the farmers in the community.
Felton was known as a peach shipping center in the late 70's and as
late as 1905.

In 1910 a cooperative creamery built by Mr John Jone
came to Felton. . It was later a milk cooling station. A good business
in fluid milk was carried on until about 1930 when the plant closed
down bec use his company (Breyers see photos) had enlarged the Harrington
plant so that it tock care of both communities Then came a canning
factory owned by Mr. Al Conner The A & P Company operated it next,
followed by Paramount Poultxy Company who operated it until Swift Company
bought it. The Swift Company i still in operation in Felton  There
were two lumber yards in Felton during his time.

At one time theré were fo  automobile dealers in Felton
Mr. George Milbourne owned a blacksmith shop on Main Street
Mr. Clarence Voshell was a dealer in farming implement from 19
to 1938. Mr. Louis Outten opened a watch repair sho 1900 and
o wrated it for over ixty years, repairing watches and locks for
people 11 other communities as well as in

lton boost a newspaper
andard"

sent try bus

nell!' Station
11's co Station.
' Funeral Home

G & B Market (groceri )
Wiininger s Market (gr ie )
Felton Hardware
Felton Bank
*loore Brothers Barber Shop
Various Beauty Shops
The Owxl's Nest Tavern & Retail Liquors
E. B. Warrington-Massey Ferguson & Oliver Farm Machinery

Many men in our area are engaged in painting, plumbing,
and carpentry  Several are contractors in business for themselves.
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D, General Status of Town and Nearby Areas

We are a typical small town and have few industries of
any size. Swift Poultry Company is our largest industry, hiring
approximately 150 people, most of them from the Felton area

ilost of the people employed in all the local businesses
live in the area. The majority of the people who work must look
outside of the community for a job. Many are employed in Dover
at International Latex, General Foods, State government, civil
service jobs 2t the Air Force Base, and others are employed by
the duPont Company in Seaford.

New dwellings have created an automatic urban renewal
program, replacing many builldings of the late 1800's and early
1900's. Felton does not have any vacancies, probably due to the
housing shortage created by the Dover:Air Force Base.

All the dwellings that have ‘been bu1lu in the last ten
vears are modern ranch type homes.

On July 1, 1969, consolidation of Felton, Harrington,
and Frederica school Aistricts was accomplished in accordance
with an Act of the State Legislature. Commonly known as the
Educational Advancement Act of 1968. In a contest to name the
consolidated district the newly formed Board of Education chose the
name “Lake Forest" proposed by Margaret (Peggy) Phelps, a Felton
eighth grade students, The district is blested with beautiful
lakes and forests, and the high school has both a lake and a
adjoining the school property. .
The Lake Forest Board of Educgtlon then de51gnated thls
building to serve grades nine through twelve for the entlre dlstrlct
_ and named 1t Lake Forest High School. i - : :

e The school ‘;i pub in ially

v fand d%51gned to be e nd Oev 7 e

: The ton Sch 1 bec o ntary, '

the Frederica ool bec e Lak 1 e he
Harrington be Lake F est S o d T. Chipman

Jr. High School.

For many years the people of Felton had no other school
facilities than those afforded by the old=fashioned school house
situated a half mile east of town on the site of Purnell's Meeting
House lot and hence called Purnell's School House.
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ie

c ni ee ic
s 1. 1d pany
a ui en _
F n s he
1 ng

. The Seminary was discontinued in 1885. Between 1873 and
1875 the public school t its
place along the railroa t ils of
Felton. About 1884 it . In 1885
an addition was made, so that it bec This

was the origin of Felton High School.

The principal in the publi 1

i
Streets in 1885 was Mr. Tyndale, who 11 t
and then Mr. Lattomus. In 1907 Dr. y o
succ ed eorge Mes Donald,
e McKay ow y Ruben F 1, Clifford pler, Thomas Pyle,
« €rs, E "Leach, a « Hahn, who the last principal

loca n e school over to the d Seminary
building. - ' -
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During Mr. Henry's administration the enrollment sharply
increaseds Two building programs. doubled the size of the school and
made possible the addition of the commercial and vocational agriculture
courses. A third addition in 1957 doubled the size of the cafeteria-
gymnasium-auditorium, and provided seven more classrooms.

Still another addition costing $415,000 was completed in 1962.
This addition included six new elementary classrovoms, f{ive senior
hioh classrooms, two science labs, industrial arts shop, and a new
athletic field.

The schools original cornerstone was remcved to permit the
joining of a new east wing onto the original building. The same stone
was re-engraved to add the year 1962 to the original date of 192t.

IT. NOTEWORTHY RESIDENTS

A, Present

In 1949 Dr. Howard E. He to Felton Schoel as
Supervising Principal. He held th ty for 20 years and 4
vears as Deputy Superintendent of st School District. Dr.
Henry was instrumental in achievin solidation of Felton,

Harrington, and Frederica Districts to form Lake Forest School
District. He had worked with other Delaware educa*tors and laymen
toward this objective since 1950 when he served on the Kent County
Cormittee for School District Reorganization. He hoids a Bachelor's
degree from Trenton State College, a Master's degree from Duke
University, and a Doctor's degree from the University of Fennsylvania.

- His articles on school administration, curriculum, and pupil growth
have been published in State and national magazinesa.

“Mr. Reuben Outten was born in rel, February 18, 1892 and

"¢ e to Felton. in 1896. Aside from lea g everything abou+ clocks -
his father, Rube Qutten worked in he ba ct yin e early
's.. He got paid 75 cents per 100  skets 1 ba ets: e made
and. He recalls a Mre Wil Godwin de 60 s ts rom ug -

411l -sun down. breaklng a previous reco of 4 . tten arted. .
- with the Pennsylvanla Rallroad in 1912. He retired after 45 vear's
‘:serv1ce.2 - o ' R

" . B Past

Mr. Joln Bassett Mocre was born in Smyrna but educated in Felton
Seminary. He lived in the house oppesite the iethodist Churche He was
Secretary of State under two presidents. In 1921 he was aprointed head
of the International Court of Justice at the Hacue in Holland and
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also served in numerous diplomatic positions. After his retirement,
Mr. Moore devoted himself to literary work until his death in 1947.

Mr. James He Hughes was born on the outskirts of Felton,

and was educated in law. After sev al s ces ears f 1
practice in Dover, mre. Hughes entir pol ics nly r '
(unsuccessfully) for governor. In 91 h bec sist t etary
of State from 1897 to 1901. In the ate 's ele ed ted
States Senator. After completing s ator 1d he r ur

to Dover until his death in 1953. te was 86 years old.

In January 1897 Harry V. Holloway began teaching in Felton
where he served as principal until 1902, In 1904 he married label
Connors the daughter of State Senator Connor ol felten. In 1914
he Teceived his Philosophy Doctorate at the University of Pennsylvania.
Under the existing school law of School Code, he became County Super-
intendent of Schools and in 1921 under a revision became State Super-
intendent of Public Instruction. He held this office longer than
any other man in any of the States excepit one from yilsconsine

i

In 1903 George S. Messersmith became principal of Felten

school. He was Vice President of the State Board of Education from

1912 tc 1 n he bec a di a In e w a

Consul at t p, Belgi and s e lat Co ul

at Belgiu n uxemburg In 19 e s ap a C su 1

at Buenos T and in 1 held e of nPB 1i ssador
Messersmith became Assistant Secre T f St 19 . e

traveled to Cuba and Mexico as Ambassador.,

e illin was n 4 and ¢ oFel n en
he was six e “Aft  gra t m Felto h Sch 1
attended G d ge, t nta t year. ceive hi
- doctorate nin 08 t - Trento re he au t
9 he taug in th t H in
e ent Coun Sup nt nt’ :
sistant eri nd of . ols
Ne ‘ N

Mr. Randolph Hughes was born in Felton in 1908. He -~ -
graduated from Felton High School in 1925 and Wesley-COllege,inf
1928, He also attended the University of Maryland Law Schools . -
Mr. Hughes was State Bank Commissioner from 1951 until his death
in 1969. Mre. Hughes started hi
the Equitable Security Trust C
elected as cashier of West Dov
cerved as director, Vice Presi
At the ace of 2¢ he was elected
where he served as minority floor leader. Mr. litihes served ac an
assistant to the president cf ihe Industrial Trust Cu. 1926-1937 ond
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that year became secretary to U. S. Senator James Hughes, a post he occupied
for the next five years. Promoted to lieutenant commander in 1046, he joined
the U. S. Navy in 1942. A trustee of Wesley College and a member of the
National Press Club, Mr. Hughes had been active in the National Association
of Supervisors of State Banks serving as treasurer, vice presidert, president
and chairman of the executive committee. :

Born in 1883, Maude A. Reynolds, lived near Hopkins Cementary west
of Felton. She was schooled and graduated from the Felton School. She was
a first grade teacher for forty two years in the Felton Schools. In 1954
a wing was added to the school, and named the Maude A..Reynolds Elementary
in her honor for her years of dedication and service. Ugon her rctirement
in 1957 she received the distinguished service award from the Delaware State
Education Association for her efforts in raising professioral standards and
her years of service. She died in 1957 at the age of 74. Notel A former
student recalls a little play house in Mrs. Reynold's classroom for when you
were bad you had to sit in the little house. '

Another merchant of the Town of Felton was Elmer R. Poynter. Elmer
and his wife, Amy, came to Felton in the 30's and ran a wholesale produce
business. In the early 40's they opened the only restau nt in e area at
the corner of town and Rte 13 at which time it was a whi bunga w type
structure. Many of the town's children spent a lct of t e at t restaurasnt
and later at the restaurant and service station, (nos Pa ell's bil). Alsc,
Amy and Elmer had an Ice Cream Parlor :in the now vacant building across from
the hardware where they sold millions of cones of gocd old Cupid Ice Cream.

In the early 40's they built the first Motel in the area one mile south of

town. At this.time, there wasn't even a motel in Dover. Mr. Poynter served

for many years in our area as the Justice of the Peace. He was the State
Republican Committee man and served many times as a delegate at the Republican
Conventions. In his later years he served as the Kent Co. Civil Defense Director.
Mr. Poynter died in January, 1974. Mrse. Poynter ncw resides in Harrington.

II1I. ACTIVITIES OF THE AREA
A. Recently Established -~ None

B. Long=Standing _
The Felton Avon Club is

-g;esting'histo;y and has done much
“was organized in 1895 and federa

.- members. ,The Club was organized a kes an Rea vba s .
knovm as "TIK". It later became W th ton Av . . T ub has
a long record of achievements of c is proud Felt on
Club meets the first Wednesday o c nth tudy s erse 1 ds
as eéducation, art, history, pris e sy h y safe 1th, o unity
improvement and home economicse 's is, " ing e

times".
Fraternal organizations and their auxiliaries include:

1. The Independent Order cf Oddfellows was organized and received
their Charter in 1€59.

2. The Rebekah Lodge was instituted in 1932,



The Adams=-Simpler-Ware V.F.W, Post received.itﬁz
Charter “in 1945. . Its auxiliary was formed .t e yea

4., ‘The Felton Girl Scout Chapter s gaﬁié ,;r; ‘_f
ing started.around 1932, ' AR

ACTIVITIES OF THE AREA, NOW INACTIVE v
B. - During the Civil War "Felton Home Guards" were organized about.
May 16, 1861 with the following officers: Captain Thomas Draper.
First Licutenant R." Be. Duncan

Fourth Lieutenant J. E. Ba
Surgeon Joseph

The Trophy CGrange No. 22 wa organized in 1875 and
Charter received October 11 of that ye The first Master was:
Mr. Georce Killen. Insofar as can be scertained, Charter members
were as follows: "Mr. & Mrs. George Ki len, Mr. & Mrs.
Mr. & Mrs. Benny Gooden, Mr. & Mrse. Jo Slitter, Mr. &
Kydder, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Rice, Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kille

bury and Mrs. John Heyd.

at deal of cooperative
The

f th

During the years when the State Fair was held at
Trophy Grange was always on hand with a cooperative exhibit,
the organization carried off a fair share of prizes. The members
who could not make the trip to Elsmere spent much time collecting
exhibits for those who could go.
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arly days there was a f
Grange hal and the proceeds
stocke. In the years that followed, the Grange lost a
members because of death, the depression that followed 1d War
and migration to other communities. New members who had

art'in the building of the hall had no conception of the magn ude

of the effort and the spirit of the undertaking and were thercf
not interested in retiring the stocke. As a result of this, f
several years the payments were made slowlys The debt is now
satisfieds

Although the membership was not as large as it might
have been, the Grange carried on in the tradition in which it
-was feunded. '

!
. |
The Grange has now joined %ith Camden Grange.

‘Co Epworth League = A youth group lsame as the present MoY.F.
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V. EXISTING LANDMARKS
A. Landmark No. 1

A marker on east side of dual highway indicating the farm
formerly known as Burberry's Berry, the home of Captain John Caldwell
a native of Felton. Captain Caldwell raised game chickens, noted for
their fighting ability. These chickens were said to be of the brood
of a Blue Hen.

Captain Caldwell's Company was attached to Colonel J. Haslet's
regiment which fought at Long Island, White Plains, Trenton and
Princeton. When not fighting the enemy, the men amused themselves by
pitting these Blue Hen Chickens.

The fame of these cock fights spread thrcughout the Army
and when in Battle the Delaware men fought so valorcusly that they
were compared to the fighting cocks, with the result that they received
the nickname, "Blue Hen Chickens". Because the Blue Hen was used again
and again in the history of our country.as a symbol for the men of
Delaware, it is now officially the motto of our State.

B. Landmark Lo. 2

The Fountain soldiers during the Civil War.
Fountain House was fir Felton, 1856. The first floox
of the Hotel contained smoklng room, dinincg room, and
kitchen. The second f ladies' parlor which boosted a
stained glass window, intact and eight bedrooms. The

third floor contained

In 1910 e saloon was changed grocery store. In -
1913 J. B. Case pu hased the hotel as a ence (Mrs. Ashton Jester s
father). Mr. and s. Ashton Jester purchased it in 1946. e Fountain
house is now owned by Mr. Fred Casper as a re51dence and a cery and
meat market Opera d by : nald Walter o : '

The old Fountain House Hotel is located on Main Street next
to the railroad.

C. Landmark No. 3

The farm house opposite the Methodist Church 1is still
habitable and connects the past with the present. Former residence
of John Bassett Moore. The farm house is now d lived in
by Edoar Smithe /€ Lew.s CW — (gl

D. Landmark MNo. 4

The Metnodist Church located on ‘tihe cornéer of dain Street
and Church Street is another of Felton's landmarks. tablet in the

front gable of the church as the date 1860 carved in it which sian-
jfies the date of its erection antidotinc the Civil War carrying the
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memory retrospectively to slavery. 1In fact, the pews
in the gallery were built upied by the slaves freed by the
Emancipation Proclamation of Abraham Lincoln.

VI. FORMER LANDMARKS
A., Landmark No. 1
The most famous lardmark = The Seminary

The three story structure had served as & seminary for
young ladies and gentlemen, and was a sanitorium for thosc afflicted,
with spinal curvature, blindness, and other chronic caces. '

In 1860 a group of wealthy Felton men built the structure
as a private schoole Mr. Skinner, a graduate of Dickinsen Collece,
was the principal. The school provided lodging for its studznts
who came frow Felton, surrounding areas, and Marylani. The parents
provided food from home for the meals.

4

The first floor was used forclassrooms; the second floor

was girl's dormitory; and the third for the boy's guarters.

The establishment was then one of the top ranking institutions
of the State and produced a long line cof educators. Its most famous
graduate was perhaps Mr. John Bassett Moore, President of the International
Law .Courte.

The school closed in 1884. Three years later it ogened as

a Sanitorium under the direction of Dr. Webster, M. Raines, MeDe, who

f the new school in i929. .
ntot h é; s, Wiiiiaﬁjﬂérkéf
la aug o and  s. seph
sh . H lisle s last
f alO 559 c .
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VIIL., ADDITIONAL MATERIAL

A. Mr. Henry Austin from Felton, Delaware in 1923 was the largest
asparagus root grower in the entire world,

3, Mr, George Rayne, born in Germany, February 1ll, 1l¢82 was
in America since 1914 and traveled throughout the United States
during his life time as a foot runner. In 1928 Georce ran from
Los Angeles %o tlew York in 84 days. He was 54 years old at the
time he made thatl famous run.

George came to Felton,Delaware around 1933 and started
making rocking horses and sold them for 3$30.00. They were carved
and then upholstered in cowhide. e started raisino coats and
cellimue them usually just before Easter. George Rayre now 372
years old just recently moved from Felton to Virginia with sone
friendse

C. The movie star, Robert Mitchum, was criginally from the
Town of Felton and attended Felton School.

D. The Town of Feltoa, from its farly inception uriil 1
held *he ballot box for all the voters in South Murderkill Hundred,

3

[

0O

from Delaware Bay to the Delaware - Maryland boundry lin
a century were nominated for Governor of Delaware.
1. Thomas Boone Coursey in 1870 - losti.

2. John Vlood Hall of Frederica was elected Geverncr of
Delaware in 1879 - Democrat.

3. Robert J. Reynolds of near Petersbury was elected
Covernor of Delaware in 1891 - Democrat.

The Town of Felton held the annual Kent Count emocrat
Par most of the time up until 1896 whel/ they were ab  cned.

From the Town of Canterbury, north of Feltcn, Georce Trult
was Governor c¢f Delaware from 1808 until 1Zll,

30

E. Liguor License Application in Felton 1892 as follows:

Lecal Motice in the "The Delawazean", 3Jat., iarch 2€, 1292,

I, Reynolds Cooir, of the Town of Felter, Kent Louniy, and
State of Delavare do herehy give notice that on hemiay the 190 way
of Agril, A.D. 1E92, I i-tend to nake asplication e the Couzt of
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General Cessiocns of the peace and Jail Delivery cof the Stzie cf
Delaware, in and for Hent County, then to beholden at Dover, for

a license to xeep an Inn or Tavern, and to sell intoxicatinn lijuors,

in less guantiiies than one quartl to be drunk on the ;remises at .

the housa known as the "Felton House" situated in School Districtc

Nose 182 and 103 and in United School District tlos. 192, 162, 54 and

£2 in Kent County afovesald, and lecated on Railroad Avenuc, in said
town of Fellor, Kent County, Delawarc afcresaid, of hich said house,
iictel and promises, I am tenant. The resrectakle ciiizens recomnending
my said a licatior (wre half of whom at least are substantisl frec
holders) e: Josech Spence, James Abbott, iarry C. liolden,
Ge P. Hardesty, R. W. Hargadine, W. §ilbourn, Charles D. Zipp
ils Chanman, Je T. Lec, Morton Jabobs, Thomas H. Kelley, Alber* Vincent,
tioward Harrincton, James B. Williams, John Williams, Benjamin B. Hucg,
Yo e Satterfield, John Sipnle.

)V'\'J‘.e 3

Felton, Delaware, March 13, 1292
Reynolds Cool

Fe The following are Doctlorc whe practiced in the town from
1655 until 1944, At the present time, we have no Doctor.

1856 Dr. Joseph Simpson
1981 Dr. John A. Moore
1366 Dr. Andrew P. Niles
1866 Dr. Benjamin liopkins
1267 Dr. Robert Hargadine
1869 Dr. Conner

1870 Dr. Melvin

1674 Dr. lorris

186C Dr. Raines, also was a Dentist
1882 Dr. Jo M. Luff ‘
1€99 Dr. Money e
1901 Dr. Cubbage

1914 Dr. Chipman

1913 Dr. Brinchurst

1934 Dr. Fitchett

1940 Dr. Faunce

1942 Dr. Sanfoxd

Ge. The next items are pictures and newspager clip; ings of various
places and events in the Tovn of Felton.



FELTCI!, DELAVIARE P

ol

Located on Us S 13 = Felton, Delaware

Livestock Auction held here-every Friday. This auction
sale came to Felton in 1961.

At the sale on Tuesday they hold an automobile auction.

This was an addition to the activities of the sale in 1973

|4

&

u‘
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TCRIADS, 1967

On January 27, 1967, at 2:32 peme the power failed

throughout the towm of Felton, rain fell in nts, gales
whipped, and skies darkened so much that it mpossible to
even sece An indistinct rumbling was heard, fear and question

entered the minds of all the citizens.

A tornado had s uck with deadly, destorying winds only
yards from tke Fel:on Sch 1 which housed 1,200 of the Town's cnildren.
A few feet away from the  hoel buildings were flattened or relocated,
but fortunately the School was not touched.

The School went on emergency service immediately and .
continued %o do sc the entire night.

To show the spirit of the Town's people for basketball,
our teams olayed ball that night against J. M. Clayton at Felton
and wone

See the following newspaper clipping for more details.
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FELTON FIRE COMPANY

In 1939, a group of Felton residents, who werse interested in fire
protection joined together forming the Felton Community Fire Co.

Prior to 1939, an old hand pumper was the only piece of fire
fighting equipment available to the residents of this community. This
was manned by local persons but they had no organization.

On February 8, 1940 the firemen purchased a Seagraves pumper
from Denton Fire Co. and on February 17, had their first call, a chimney
fire at the residence of Cornelius Hurd with no fire loss but a little
water damage.

In 1951, we built on our present lot a building to house three
pieces of equipment, a mesting room, large dining room and kitchen.

In 1965, after purchasing an ambulance, we needed more spacse
and built an auxiliary building across the street in the parking lot
for the ambulance and one truck.

Soon we needed more space and in 1969 we added our new engine
room which houses six units thus allowing space for all our present
squipment.

It is with pride that the Felton Community Fire Co., Incey
displays its building and equipment to the public which has played
an important role in its development, f
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OTHER THAN THE PICTURES AVAILABLE THE FELTON
FIRE COMPANY NOW PROUDLY DISPLAYS THE

FOLLOWING:
1972 - New Ambulance
1972 = New Tank Truck
1973 - New Grass fire Truck

1975 = New Hahn Pumper Truck
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FELTON FIRE COMPANY

From my great-grandfather, John Green's, records, I find that he
was Felton's town assessor 1875 to 1884,

I find that the Felton Fire Department was organized February 26, 1883.

Chief Engineer, Mr. Fred Hubbard, Assistant Engineer, Mr. David Hugg,
Flected Assistants; Mr. W. T. Parvis, Mr. W. P, Waldman, Mr. A. P. Hugg,
Mr. W. T. Sapp, Mr. Chas Cook, Mr, Wilbur Needles, Mr. B, leuwis,

fir, J. H. Morris, Mr, Edward Hugg, Mr. William Hugg, and Mr. J. H. Parvis.

The committee to solicit subscriptions toward paying for the Fire
Engine and Hose was Mr. C. L., Luff, Mr. J. M. Hargadine, and
Mr. J. He. Hubbard,

In the ysar 1884 they were to inspect and if suitable to buy the whesls

from Mr. Dunlary and also purchase all other material needed to build
the hose cart. To be builtas soon as possibls,

BY: J. Ashton Jester
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1953 GMC PUMPER
Purchased Sept. 8, 1953

Price $5,890.00

1965 FORD PUMPER
Purchased Nov. 15, 1965
Price $28,820.00

1 e L
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1946 CHEVROLET PUMPER
Purchased Nov. 28, 1945
Price $4,644.60

1950 FORD TANK TRUCK
Purchased Feb. 13, 1950
Price $5,540.45
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CONVERTED 1953 DODGE GR FIRETR
Purchased Oct. 14,

1970 FORD TANK TRUCK
Purchased Oct. 27, 1970
Price $32,000.00



1969 CADILLAC AMBULANCE
Purchased Feb. 19, 1969
Price $20,000.00

1970 DODGE RESCUE TRUCK
Purchased June 10, 1970
Price $13,000.00
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FELTON METHODIST CHURCH

BY: Rsev. Hugh G. Johnson
1959 -~ 1961

Just as the history of the toun of Felton propsrly
begins with the history of Berrytown and Purnell's Chapel,
8o the history of Felton Mehtodist Church must begin with its
ecclesiastical predecessor, Purnell's Chapsel, It was thsre
that the worshipping body now known as Felton Methodist Church
had its beginning.

Bishop Francis Asbury established a Methodist Society
in 1779 wbich met at the house of Ahdrew Purdin, where Asbury
found himsslf a frequent guest, He is known to have preached
there more than once, and to have administered the sacraments
there. That small but notsworthy society can lay claim to
fame on the ground that they contribute seven hundrsd pounds
of pork towards the completion of Barratt's Chapsl, now generally
recognized as the cradle of Methodism, From that time until
the closing of the Chapel in 1861, subseguent to the erection
and completion of the larger and more modern structure in Felton,
the Chapel flourished as a center of religious activity.

Purnell's Chapsel was situated about one-=half milss
sast of the present town of Felton, and wes constructed entirely
of wood. It was described as an old-fashioned building, about
eightesn by thirty fee, with a high, canopied pulpit, after
the fashion of Anglican Churches., At that tims, Methodists were
members of Methodist Societises of the Church of England. After
the congregation began to worship at the town church in
November, 1860, the building was remodeled and used as a school
which served the citizens east of the railroad until 1870,

On August 1, 1856, the Delaware Division of the
Pennsylvania Railroad was extendad to Harrington, Oelauare,
and operations began on that line, At that time, there was no
town where Felton now stands, and the population being scarcely
enough to support a church, there was no church, although
testimony of contemporarises suggests that the need was ample.

Francis Asbury, the first American Bishop of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, the name chosen by the united
socistisgs in America, tells in his Journal under the dats,
January 22, 1781, that the boys to whom he entrusated the carse
of his horse while he engagsd himself in his religious duties
were given to racing the horse around 2 half-mils track nsar
here, 0One aftesrnoor as the Bishop was riding by the track,
"Sparks'" rushed onto the track and racec against time, in
spite of the Bishop's terrified and embarrassed efforis to
dissuade ths mount from the spsctacls. Those watchinng had
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great sport at the expense of the churchman, and he dubbed the
region the "Devil's Synagogue."

As Felton began to grow around the freight depot of
the railroad, two men, the Reverend Messrs. John Edwards and
T. B. Killiam, who were copastors of the Willow Grove Circuit
of the Methodist Episcopal Church held services of worship
for the townspeople and neighboring farmers, which included
those attending Purnell's Chapel., The site of worship was the
freight depot of the Delaware Railroad, William O'Neil, a
Methodist Local Preacher, succeeded Edwards and Killiam as
sxhorter for the community.

Five men, A. J. Wright, John Simpson, George W. -
Anderson, John W. Cartee and David feedles, who wers both
community leaders and Methodists, saw that the growth of the
community warranted the sstablishment of a permanent church
in Felton; the plot purchased is the same as that which now
contains the church and the parsonage. Mr. Moorse discounted
the purchase prive in the amount of one hundred dollars
provided a church was built on the land.

Mr. James Kensler donated and delivered 175,000 red
bricks which were laid by Charles Maskell and John T. Taylor,

By June 26, 1860, enough progress was made in the
construction that the gable-stone, sometimes incorrectly called
a corner-stone, was laid. The Reverend Messrs. T. C. Murphy,
Charles Cook, and J. Allen officiated at the gable-stone laying
with the assistancs of a Mr. Smith, who was not otherwisse
identified., Between June and November, the outside walls
were completed, and e roof was placed on the shell so that ser-
vices were first held in the basement, as the first floor uas
callsed in those days, on November 11, 1860. J. F. Chaplain
and John Allen were ministers at the time, and the former
officiated at the conseccration of the first floor of the
uncompleted building.

In 1861 the second floor was completsd and prepared
as the "Audience Room" of the church. Today it is called the
nave and sanctuary for worship. The minister preached from a
rostrum located at the center of a stage at the morth end of
the nave, from which he looked down upon twin aislas. 0One
aisle was provided for women worshippers who sat on one side
of the nave, and ths other was used by the men, who sat on the
opposite side of the room. They were separated by a dividing
wall three faset in height which ran dirsctly dour the centsr
of the section of pews. The original peus are =zt£ill in use.

He locked up to a balcony at the rear of the rcom, whsrs the
Negro slaves sat to worship prior to the Emancipation Prc-
clamation., 1In later davs, ths freedmen, then callsd "laborers"
continued to worship with their forwmer masters, ard nsld '
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membership in the same churches, but remained in the balcony.

By September 29, 1861, the entire structure was
completed, and it was dedicated by the Reverend Dr. Charles Cook,
of Philadelphia., The structure, measuring forty-five fest in
length and thirty-six feet in width, surmounted by a steeple
and bell, had been built for a sum of two thousand, five hundred
dollars, with no indebtedness.

The five men who bought the land deeded it to James
K., Burnite on January 30, 1865, who in turn deeded the property
to the trustees of the Felton Methodist Episcopal Church, Inc.,
and to their successors forever. The trustess on that date,
May 1, 1865, were William Simpson, Dr, J. A. Moors, William Case,
John W. Cartee, A., J. WUright, George W, Anderson, Peter Creadick,
William Creadick, and J. Les. They ars succeeded today by
Richard Adams, Ingwald Saboe, Clifford M. Simpler, Robert 3J,
Donaway, James N, Goerger, Lynn F, Torbert, Lawrence J. Kates,
and Marion McGinnis.

From 1856 until 1865, nearly a decade, the Felton
Methodist Episcopal Church had been a part of the Willow
Grove Circuit., 1In 1865, however, the Philadelphia Area
Cabinet, and the Wilmington Annual Conferencses separated
the Felton Church from the Willow Grove Circuit, and appointed
the Reverend Mr. H. A. Cleveland pastor. Horace A. Cleveland
became the first pastor of Felton Methodist Episcopal Church
as a station (single~-church) eppointment on faith and a salary
of eight hundred dollars. He observed that the membsrship was
not large, but that the people wers energetic and liberal,
He served the community for two years.

He was succeeded in the appointment by the Rev.
Mr, Thomas J. Quigley inm 1867. Mr. Quigley claimed "Considerable
success" during the two years of his tenurse, although he
appended to his evaluation the footnotes that he labored "with
but little fruit till near the close of the long year (when)
there was a revival," Seventy were said to have joined the
church as probationary members during his ministry at Felton,
He returned in 1869 and labored with but little success,
according to his own esvaluation.

His commentary was verified by his successor, David
R. Thomas, who "found ths state of the church by no means
favorable for success." He, too, found "but 1littls fruit
for labor bestowed.” 1Indomitable, he returned ta ths charge
in 1871, During this year, "about forty professed cenversion,
mostly backsliders."

The Reverend W. 3. Gregg follcwsed the Reverend
Thomas at the church, ang fournd much mars success undser much
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favorable conditions, but found it necessary to leave the
appointment after having served 1t for only a few days more
than a year, stating that '"the principle cause of my leaving
s0 800N was ~--- ill health."

At some time in the latter part of the nineteenth
century, a long carriage barn was constructed in the rear of
the church, facing on Church Strest. The barn, characterized
by a long row of open stalls, was originally used to sheltsr
the carriages and animals of church-gosers in inclument weather.
With the changing of the times, and the advent of ths horsse-
less carriage, the barn was somewhat modified. When automobiles
became plentiful, the church converted the stalls into garages,
and this proved to be a means of support for the church, for
as garages they could be rented to automobile cuwners. Along
with the advent of the automobile came the tendency of worshippers
to travel longer distances to the church of their choice, and
Felton Methodist Church found itself bursting at the seams,
Thus the very automobiles which had provided income for the
church also made it necessary for the Church to expand, taking
the area occupied by the garages for that expansion., The
garages were razsd to maks room for a Church School Addition.

The Reverend Robert W. Todd saw improvenents made on
the churcn, and conducted a recpening-service on Octs 11, 1874,
Eight vearc liter the Reverend Jonathan S. Willis embarked on a
similar venture.

A parsonage was constucted adjacent to the chirch,
on the same lot, facing Main Street as does the Church, in 1884,
William J. Hubbard contracted to build a house for the church,
to be used as a parsonage, for the sum of one thousand, three
hundred sixty-five dollars. Although there was occasional
anxiety concerning the finances of the building, each payment
was made in full and on time. The parsonage built was a ten-
room framce dwelling, without central heating and without
closets, as were most of the other homes of the pericd. A
parsonage foundation stone, containing a history of the church,
the parsonage, and a list of contributors, is locatcd under the
bay window facint Main Street.

The original steeple was removed from the church, and
a new one was bullt in the Fall of 1897; the lask was completed,
and the bell wa:z installed on October 24, 1897. Nore than a
half-century iater, in 1924, Lurricane lazel, abrovd;ng to
witnesses, lifled the second steeple directly cut o the frame

and drorped it intc the streez heside the Churche °v ther the
cost 97 new sheerlec had become scmewhat )¢0h¢ﬁ_h1‘c, and  Lhie
Oifficial Beoard decided not lo invest i a third stes Lc. They
srdered a Dollry constucted vhere the stcenle oncn hald Leen.

)
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A year later it was discovered that the old brick was
crumbling dangerously, and soon would have deteriorated, causing
irreparable damage to the old building. An attractive layer of
artificial stone was added to three sides of the Church. The
fourth side was left in anticipation of the required construction
which was to come.

In August, 1957, after an arduous campaian’ for assurance
the rroject would be successful, ground was broken for the
expanston of the building to provide more adequate educational
facilities, and construction crews began their work the following
month. The unit was completed early in 1958 at a contracted
price of forty thcusand dollars. Because of the diligence of
the members and the spirit of ecumenicity of the community, most
of the debt has been retired in the very short span of three
years. The building was consecrated in June, 1958, since only
unencumbered properties may be dedicated. The dedication is to
come later,

In 1959, from May until July, a garage was built on the
back of the lot to house the minister's automobile, and two
additional church school rooms were built, both at a tetal price
of $2,160.00.

Today The Methodist Church serves the community
conscientiously through opportunity for citizens of all aues.
It serves the women of the community through thc Woman's Society
of Christian Service; the youth of the community through Church
School, including the Methodist Youth Fellowship; the children
of the community through the Church School, a Little League
Baseball Team, and the Children's Choir. Adults and youth express
their musical talents in the Adult Choir, while nearly everyone
of the community worships at Felton Methodist Church from time to
time.

A new brick parsonage was built in 1966 for a total
cost of $20,061.15. “
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MINISTERS OF FELTON METHCDIST CHURCH

———

——

1860=1861 John Edwards, T. B. Killiam

1861-1862 W. He Merrill, John E. Elliott,
William O'Neil

1862-1863 W. Hammond, Rev. Weston

1862-1864 W. Hammond, John Warthman

1864-~1865 Joseph E. Smith, D. C. Ridgway

1845-1867 Horace A. Cleveland

12867-1870 Thomas Je« Quigley

1870=1872 David Re. Thomas

1872-1873 W. B. Gregg

1873-1874 - Je Me Williams

1874-1375 Robert W. Todd

1875-1876 ‘E. E. White

1876=-1878 Henry Colclazer

1878~1879 John W, Pierson

1879-1880 Joseph Robinson

1860~1882 Jonathan S. vlillis

1882-1883 A. W. Milby, B. C. Warren

1883-1886 Isaac Jewell

1286~1888 Vaughan S. Collins

1888-1891 E. C. Macllichol

1891-1892 T. H. Haynes

1892-1896 He S. Thompson

1896~1898 De. F. Waddell

1898=1900 To Ce Smoot

1900=1902 John D. Kemp

1602~1905 Edwin He Nelson

1905=1909 Ellenzie C. Sunfleld

1909-1915 L. W Layfield

1915-1917 William E. Matthews

1617-1921 Me Wo Marine

1921-1924 We. Fe« Dawson

1924-1927 De. Geo Moore

1927-1931 Je. De Parker

1931-1936 Henry T. Caldwell

1936=2939 E. W. Henvis

1939=1943 Willard Everett

1943=1947 John R. Diehl

1947=-1950 Thomas B. Brinton

1950=1953 William Benjamin Hutchens

1933=1956 Carl We. Henn

1056=-1259 Lawrence 5« Renner

1959-1961 ilugh G. Johnscn

1961=-1963 Yiilmer Abbot<

12403=-1966 Donald Washbuxrn

19674 =1967 Charles Traderx

1807=-1971 Charles :ilyer

1071=1973 Jonn Massimilla

197 3=197 David Paul
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' ton Methodist Church has an annual Street Fair cach
ser clipping.

. L2 NCVICHa
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POSTAL SERVICE

in 1767 Preétbnuaerry built a home and shop at 4 leocation
about one half aile west of present day Felton Tais location was
named Bzrrytown. On August 16, 1826, the first pest office was
opened witn David J. Richards as the postmaster. Tais post cifics
was closed April 2. i844, Jathaniel S. Anderson then being ,ost.
master. dowever, eignt years later (1852) it was re-opanad uirler
dathaniel Bostiak

In 185% wnen the Delaware Railroad ;as extanded to
darringtou, Felton Station, named éfter tne first precident of the
railroad, was built. Tnis attracted most of Jerrytown’s bLusiness,

-

. - . e .
altzn Statlon on

~x

thus causing tihe post office to be movad to
June 15, 1858, «<obert W. Reynolds was the new postmastey relioving
Ldward 0. .iilehan, the last postmaster to work in Berrvtown The
new postoffice was located in a store owneu by tne pos=adstcr and
his wrother. The building was located on the southeast ccrner of
Ma.n and Loubard Streets of the present Feltoa. It is interaestiag
to .ote that Robert w. Reynolds later became the B7th Governnr of
Delaware, 1891 to 1895,

Felton Station was incorporated before 1851, but tha exact
date is unknown, Records also fail to show win the postmascer was
at tnis timne. In 1869 when the town was re-inccrporated, tine post-
office was in a building adjacent to a home wes® of the railroad
tracks on lligh Street and Railroad Avenue This property was known

as the Friedel property. Mr Prettyman (first name aot knowr) was

the postmaster at this time.

John Green was ctosrtnaster from 1373 +95 13385 In 371 e
Kept a reccod of hew man, Letverna | a v zards oo Lo

l2tters,and recorded das be letiess LArdE st Loop orow
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royneatio )y AUR et pecs ore ! between lanuary 1, 1873 and
. .
- R . . - -~ - R T e, . N -
Harcrs 3. L8TH wan versvoon oo 02,80 il John Grean was posts
RARCHD, Foor o Lostoriog was 0.0 3everal times, inelading s the
Prdode: gropoesiy, ¢ come ¢ " rorthwest zorner of hizsh ana Gay

= ~

Stracstss 2 aode acrsss frov tne railread station, ans i nomne A
Railroad Aveoss .  dut froa 1385 to 1BSU the postoifice was 14 4
spor:, nod 4 nséTluare store on Main Street. Twe men, Pater Creodick
o Saltor o o ddluien were postmastzrs, eacn during tas vears of

1435 o 884 ta 12906, vespactively, In 1820, John Triedel became

postiaastey and moved the poustoffice to his home, the same Friedel
property as befcre .
Selton cad its fLrst woman postmaster in 1834 wiorn s

Raoars dargatine too: over At this tine the postofiice was moverl
ta a nom2 2.2ng Raiirgad Avenue. John Ander Caluwell took over

the job as yostndster in 1439, with the postoffice, once again, 1in
the storz on Main Street, and served untlil nis deatn, at which
t.me nis widow was 3gpointed to take his place wWwhen Hrs  Caldwell
took over, the pcstorfice was moved back tc the Friedel property
Approximately 190%, J Morrvis ilarrington bazcane postmaster and
served until 1212, The postoffice remained on the Friedel property
until 1910 when it was moved to a new building, owned vty the post-
master, on Railroad Avenue It remained at this spot for may years.
Postmasters who used the postoffice on Railroad Avenue
ware: William T. Bradley, 1912 to 1916; John Green Jester, 1316 to
1921; Jonn Gedwin, 1921 to 19283 Ldmund darrington, 1928 to 19834,
al ¢ Asnton Jester, wio took cffice on June 1, 1334% and served

until Augest 1, 14939
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In 1936, while Mr. Jastar was postmaster, the postoffice
was moved to a new location on the southwest corner c¢f Main Street
and Railrocad Avenue. E. Reed Hughes took over as postmaster on
August 1, 1939. It was during his term, on July 1. 1965, that Felton
became a second class postoffice. On December 1, 1987, Mr. Hughes
retired and Margaret C. Kates was sworn in by Inspector R. E. McGee,
ag acting postmaster. .

Mrs. Kates was officially appointed Postmaster on June 20,
1868, by President Lyndon B. Johnson and is still serving in that

capacity at this writing.

%#It is interesting to know that John Green #*1873-1885) was the

great grandfather of J. Ashton Jester (1934-1939) and that John
Green Jester (1916-1921) was the father of J. Ashton Jester.

J. Morris Harrington (1904-1912) was the father of Edmund Harrington

(19268-1934,)

On March 26, 1968, excavation was started for the foun-
dation of a building on the corner of High Street and Raiiroad Avenue,
which would become The United States Post Office of Felton, Delaware,
Daniel Koffler and Associates of Wilmington, Delaware, being the
builder and owner. Ten months'later, the moving day arrived. On
Saturday, January 25, 1969, after business was closed for the day in -
the old Post Office, the moving was completed by the employees,
husbands, wives,'and children.

Mr. Samuel Ludlow was the first to deposit a letter in the
drop box.

Monday, January 27, 1969, at 8:00 A.M. the doors were opened
for business. Mrs. Robert Donaway made the first stamp purchase from

Postmaster Margaret C. Kates. The stamp was placed on a letter to
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Mrs. Donaway's daughter-in-law, which will be retained as a souvenir,

Dedication date was held on June 14, 1969, at 2:00 P, M.

Tne Honorable William V. Roth, Congressman-at-Large from Delaware,
presented an American flag to Postmaster Margaret C. Kates- This
flag had previsusly been flown over the United States Post Office
Department Building in Washington and the United States Capitol.

The Dedication Address was given by Postal Service Officer
Charles E., Jackson.

Master of Ceremonies for Dedication was Dr. Howard E. Henry,
Supervising Principal of Felton Schools.

Entertainment was provided by The Felton High School Band,
which was one of its last performances. Members will join with
Harrington High School Band members to form a new Lake Forest High
School Band. : .

Thus begins another era in the long history of The United

States Postal Service in Felton, Delaware.,



FELTCH, DELAWARE Pz

D MANSHIP CHURCH

wver 100 years ago Manship Church was built in an
ancient grove amid stately oaks and rural shrubbery on the
ridgerole of the ferrain belween the Delawarc and Chesapeake
Bays, and on the old State highway, he dividing lines between
Misgililon and Lucderkill Hundreds exist Irom the old Blackswamp
Me Fo Church at whitakers' land to the Delaware and Maryland
boundary line, the practical, idendical, highway from Frederica
on +the Murderkill river, to Greensboro, Maryland, on the Choptank.

Cn December 2, 1855 Rev. Andrew Manship, a crusading
Methodist ministexr, preached the dedication sermcn, accompanied
by the Derton Choir, and led by their gallant Choirester,
Frederie Garey.

In this hollowed grove = A Temple Shrine for this
rural suburban, parallelgram area, and neighboring surroundings
never once faltered, only in the direful seventies, when a
thouchtless Congress deflated our financial system, that made
money scarce, and times harde. Then, and only the, was this
church ever dropped by the M. E. Conference.

During this extreme picture, Rev. Bs C. Warren thcn
a Theological, student of brilliant aptitude, came forth and
offered his service providing they could get cooperation from
another church that was also dropped from the Conference, but
this was without success.

So the Church remained closed until Revs Jonathan S.
Willis, was Paster of the Felton Church, and Circuitj who
was acknowledged as one of the most brilliant and eloquent
speakers, that ever graced a pulpit, and also an agricultumist,
horticulturist, introducer of famous horses in Delaware, lecturer,
poet, industrialst, Congressman in 1895-96, This fine talented
man c¢ame to this church one ‘Sunday afternoon in earliy spring of
1991 and said, "We are going to re=open this church this afterncon”.
With pencil in hand the man said, "I will give $10 to start the
subscription list." Alexander Hughes, not a church member,
but a regular attendant said $10, and the desired amount was
acquired in a few minutes.

This great preacher, took for his assistant the
youthful, brilliant, Reve B. C who had only a few
years previous officered his s this church. From
this time on, this church has all decadency of time.
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In 1940 the Manship Church people bought the beautiful
abandoned Willis' Chapel, which was built in 1880 or 1881, in place
of the old Ebenezer Church, and named for their pastor Rev.

Je €. VWillis, a popular eloquent preacher, who preached the
didication sermon accompanied by a mixed choir led by the late
Chief Justice James Pennewill, with Wm. T. Smilters at the organ.

Now standing side by side, these two once famous, Willis'
a community hall, boih plump, erect in modern attire.

According to tradition and records, this community
was ssttled in the seventeenth century by people by the name of
Reed, Whitaker, Hoore, Carter, etc., who came with a Bible in
one hand and a flag in the other, bought their land and made
peace with the Indians, who had a village of wigwams on Whitaker's
land, at Lookout Hill, where thousands of arrowhecads and some
martars and axes could he found in the 19th century.

Written by: Native of Hollandsville
Felton, Delaware
1955

For the past thirty five years members of the Manships
Church, located on Route 12 at Hollandsville, on the road from
Felton to Whielysburg, have had a Thanksgiving in the true
spirit of Thanksgiving. People travel from Washington, D. C.,
Pennsylvania, !lew Jersey, and Maryland, to eat Thanksglving
Dinner here.

They serve every Thanksgiving afiermoon from 600 to 700
people in their small Willis' Community Hall. Some arrive early
and visit Manship Church next door, the old church to pray and then
continue on to enjoy the good home cooked feast.

The traditional meal inciudes:

Roast Turkey, dressing, gravy, fried oysters,
mashed potatoes, candied sweet potatoes, turnips,
cranberry sauce, cole slaw, apple sauce, chicken
salad, pickles, string beans, rolls and butter,
along with short biscuits. Lots of coffee and
ice cream.

The first Thanksgiving Dinner was held in 1940 at the
Church.
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The First National Bank was organized in 1908.
Before this time, the safe in Killen's Store was used as
storage for valuables. The people of the town also used
the Dover banks, and every week someone took money to Dover
for other people, to save unnecessary trips.

‘The First National Bank changed its name to The
Felton Bank in May 1917. Remodeled in the late 1920's.
During the depression of 1929, The Felton Bank was closed.
Stockholders found their stock worthless, and many people
lost money. Later the bank was reopened in 1933 and new
stock solde The new bank lobby was added in 1964.

There have been only four cashiers since the bank
started.

Mre J. He Whitakerx
Mre Co Mo Simpler
Mre Lo Ds Kellexr

Mrse. Louise Biddle

Page 47



