
% 

0 

1-

u 
:::> 

0::: 

I
v, 

z 

w 
w 

Form 10-300 
{July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Cowgill's Corner / 
Cl TY oft TOWN: 

Little Creek Hundred 
STATE 

Delaware 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

□ District ~ Building 

□ Site □ Structure 

129 Public 

□ Private 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

STA TE: 

Delaware 
COUNTY, 

Kent 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

STATUS 

D Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

D Restricted 

□ Object □ Both D Being Considered O Unrestricted 
~ Preservation work 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

□ Agricultural D Government 

D Commercial □ Industrial 

□ Educational □ Military 

□ Entertainment □ 

Park 

Private Residence 

Religious 

in progress ~ No 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 
~ttnrr<: 
exhibit 
planned 

S.tat.e of Delaware - Public Archives Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Hall of Records 

Kent Count · Court House Recorder of Deeds 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

The Green 
Cl TY OR TOWN: STATE COD!=: 

Dover Delaware 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: O County 

bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STR,EET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 
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CONDITION 
0 Excellent 

0 Altered 

!Kl Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

129 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

D Ruins O Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved ~ Origir.al Site . 

This one _storey building is of undressed stone, stuccoed 
and whitewashed, with eight sides of equal_ dimension and a 
pyr·amidal shingled roof. Each of seven facets has a window, 
the eightha door .. Beneath the eaves is a stepped brick 
cornice, the building's one decorative ~etail. There is a 
r~latively ~ecent frame vestibule sheltering the entrance. 
Within is a iirigle large room. In its earlier years it had 
two circles of desks, back to back, the outer one for the 
boys, the inner for the girls. 

The school still stands in open farming country, near a 
lightly travelled crossroads. Behind it is an extensive 
woodland. 
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PERIOD (Check One oi- More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian\ 0 16th Century 

O l 5th Century O 17th Century 

'SPECIFIC DATE(sl (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGN! FICANC E (Check One or More as A_ppropriate) 

Aboriginal ~ Education 

O Prehistoric D Engineering 

D Historic 

O Agriculture 

___,,. IX} Architecture 

0 Art 

0 Commerce 

O Communications 

O Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

D Industry 

D Invention 

Q Landscape 

Architecture 

□ Literature 

O Military 

O Music 

0 18th Century 

[ZJ 19th Century 

0 Political 

0 Religion/Phi-

losophy 

D Science 

O Sculpture 

0 Socia I/Human

itarian 

O Theater 

0 Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

The structure, architecturally interesting 1n itself, is 
significant for interpreting the public school history of Dela
ware and the life of the rural region this specific building 
served. In 1829 Delaware became the second State to establish 
a perman~nt sy~tem of genuinely free district public schools. 
The dctQgonal Schoolhouse, opened in 1§..3.b., is one of the very 
few survivals amony the buildings erected in the first few 
years of that movement, and to the best of our knowledge the 
only one not extensively altered. It is the. last in the State 
of its octagonal design. It is also an example of very rare 
stone construction in Kent County. 

The Octagonal Schoolhouse remined a public school well 
into the present century. After the consolidation of its 
districts it was used as a community meeting house until it 
was presented to the State. Virtually all the long-resident 
families of the section, including several of local prominence, 
h av. e had a s soc i at i on w i th th i s bu i 1 d i n g .. 



Historic Houses And Buildings Of Delaware, by rtarold Donaldson 
Eberlein and Courtlandt V.D .. Hubbard, Dover, Del.,1962, 
pp.71-72 

Delaware: A Guide To The First State, edited by Jeannette Eck
man and-others,New York, 1955, pp.L+79-480 

Reminiscences, by 1'-'1anlove 1iayes, LDover, DeL, cel911J, p .. 16 

LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES ..._uv,-,,u,.,.,.TES 

DEFlNlNG A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY Q DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

i---~-----------r----------1 R 1--------o_F_L_E_s_s_T_H_A-r_N_T_E_.N_A_c_R_E_s ______ --+ 
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONG! TUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 0 " 
NE 0 0 

3 9 ° 11 ' 4L~" 7 5° 2 8 ' 2 5· 
SE 0 0 

SW Q 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1. Q36 

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR~~ 

S"T A TE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: GODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Leon deValinger, Jr., State Archivist 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Public Archives Commission Jan,27.1970 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Hall of Records 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

Dover Delaware 07 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

State Local IX] 

ai son Off 1 
Title --------------------

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pre ervati?m-

1
~AR 2 41971 

Date -------------------
ATTEST: 

e National Regi ter 

Date f'EB 2 2 1971 
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