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Chancellorsville and Gettysburg
By THOMAS MASSEY, Il
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forces. The First Delaware, on the extreme right, took a prom-
inent part in this charge, then held off the new threat until the
division could be withdrawn to the prepared position Hooker had
ordered nearer the river.

With the withdrawal of French’s division only the area
around the Chancellor House was in Union hands held only by

to order the division back to the line nearer the river. For the
Delaware regiments the battle was over but not for Sedgwick’s
force.

Leaving a small force facing Hooker, Lee marched back toward
Fredericksburg to attack Sedgwick who had finally forced the
Confederates off the heights of Fredericksburg. At Salem Church
Lee defeated Sedgwick, May 4 and b, driving his forces across the
river. Lee then countermarched with the intention of attacking
Hooker only to find that he, too, had withdrawn to safety on the
north bank of the river.

In this battle Delaware lost 116 men killed, wounded, and
missing, fifty-five in the First Regiment, in the Second.
Once again the Union army had marched d to Richmond
only to be sent fleeing north with a bloody nose. Those who had a
chance to fight did well. The trouble was Hooker lost his nerve
and never gave his army a chance.

In June General Lee put his army in motion for another in-
vasion of the North. It was felt that a Confederate victory on
northern soil would bring the war to a close, either obtaining
recognition from England and France or from the fact that the
North was tiring of war and would give the South its independence.
The Confederate army marched down the Shenandoah Valley and
into Pennsylvania all the way to the Susquehanna River opposite
Harrisburg.

When Lee learned that the Union army had crossed the Po-
tomac he began concentrating his army west of Gettysburg. On
June 28 President Lincoln relieved Hooker and placed General
George G. Meade in command of the Union army. But Lee was
in the dark about movements of the Union army because a large
part of his cavalry under General J. E. B. Stuart had started on
a long raid toward Washington.

] As Stuart was returning to Lee’s army he was met at West-
minster, Md., by a portion of the First Delaware Cavalry under
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until the Fourteenth Connecticut went out and burned the barn
the next morning.

About mid-afternoon Caldwell’s Division with the Second Dela-
ware was ordered to move out to assist the Third Corps which was
then being unmercifully cut to pieces by the Confederate attack on
the Union left. The division moved across Plum Run, over a low

its old position along this ridge.

At dawn July 8 the desperate fighting for po
Hill on the Union right, took up where it left off
After several hours the Confederates were finally
Union lines and down the hill. For several hours after that an
awesome hush fell over the entire battlefield.

About one o’clock two guns in a Confederate battery over near
the Peach Orchard barked the signal for the opening of the greatest
artillery bombardment ever recorded on this continent. For two
hours one hundred and thirty Confederate guns poured shot and
shell into the Second Corps position. Then silence.
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Grim Fort Delaware
By W. EMERSON WILSON

- In August, 1863, after the Battle of Gettysburg, the population
of Pea Patch Island in the Delaware River nearly approached that
Confederate prisoners there
lerymen, guards, bakers, hos-
orces.

wi
of
wi
in barracks outside the fort.

" The fort itself had a featured role in the history of the war

ware, a sl f them.
by leading e e who
of the fort e of the

Captain Gibson to be on the outlook for the Merrimac.

wall Jackson’s Army after the Battle of Kernstown.

. Then a great building boom occurred on Pea Patch as shanties
to house 10,000 prisoners were hurriedly constructed under the
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