


chase his freedom and that of his brother. Upon retumning to Philadelphia, Allen joined the
St. George’s Methodist Episcopal Church, the oldest Methodist Church in America and be-
came a licensed preacher of the church. However, because of segregation practices and
unfair treatment of people of African descent, Allen led to a walkout in November of 1787.
Allen along with Absalom Jones, a native Delawarean and the first AfricanOAmerican or-
dained an Episcopal priest in America, earfier that same year, founded the Free African So-
ciety. This society was the first of its kind among Africans in America. It spoke to the aboli-
tion of slavery and the basic need of African-Americans in Philadelphia. This mutual aid so-
ciety was the basis of Allen and Jones’ leadership during the Yellow Fever epidemic in
1793. Because of the efforts of Richard Allen and Absalom Jones, in the caring of sick and
the burial of the dead, both received commendation from the Mayor of Philadelphia. During
the war of 1812, when Philadelphia was under threat of attack from the British, Allen raised
a Black League of 2,500 men to aid in the protection of Philadelphia. In 1830, a year before
his death, Allen called together the first convention of African Americans. This meeting
hosted by “Mother” Bethel was crucial beginning to African Americans dealing with the sali-
ent issues of slavery, basic human rights for free blacks and a successful battle against the
American Colonization Society’s efforts to relocate free blacks to West Africa. During the
Centennial Exposition (1876) of the birth of the nation held in Philadelphia’s Fairmount Park,
Richard Allen’s legacy was the only African-American presence on exhibit.

Richard Allen was the first national leader of Africans in America. Because 'of Richard
Allen’s work, commitment and leadership, despite all the odds, African-Americans, the na-
tion and the world are beneficiaries of his legacy.



