
c> thal tlie saicl board sb:ill 
11 m~mhers; ancl at the next 
)o!·-:twn to be held after the 
!cht,onal managers shall be 
.11a11agers t:f the corporation 
; now.prOyHled for in Section 
::1.1ne11dme11t thereto, that is 

ti u1 a1rngers shnll be e lected 
! fo r one year, two to serve 
r th ree ve::trs, a nd thereafter 
corp ora tors eight nia nagers 
rm of three years. 

1891. 

I f S. 

the a~'1s of Congress for the more 
Colleg·es for the Benefit of Agri-

• Unikel States bv \'::trions 
,crally in this State for in-
1anic arts, the English lan
fere11ce to the indus tries of 

pro\·ide<.l 111a ,. Ia w fu lJy be 
repair of an~· bnildin'g or 

ch is a State ius titutio1t 
cl by t he S tate. has beei; 
h wh ich the p11rposes of 
: ::t re to be accomplis hed ; 

of.tl_1e c'.Jlleie are entirc:lv 
tl1e· rnstltut10n and the iii
rnl Co\·ern men t nnder the 

,\-here-as it i:-. incumbent 11pon the Stati.: to ·111eet the: gen
trons <rifts of the General Gt)\·ernmcnt for the pro111oti011 of 
pracl1c~1l ed ncation a11d bring snch edrn;atio11 within the: 
reach of the yo11th of the State by offering a11 11ece:ssary and 

1
, roper faci;i ties; now therefore 

/J,· ii f'lll1i7f'rl /Jy !/Ir' .')·,:utrle a11d J f1mse of R 11p .r ,·st•11/alt",.,cs 
,:/111£' .\'fate r)//Jc!a,1 1m·c in r,·e11eral / /ssc-111b/_1• me/: 

SEC'L'JO;,; r. T hat for the erection :tncl alteratio11 o f neces- s•,,"r1" "'1,· 
· 1 d f 1) I C 11 N prop "

10
' siu,· 1>nild 111 gs on t 1e grou11 so e aware o eg-e, at ew- 1nr 1m11,11.-.i;s 

· · I · S J J • I 11 t • ffi n. on ~rounds ark 111 t 11s. late, to e na;, e sa1c co ege o carry 111 to e ·e1.:L.,ri:Jc1:iw""" 

t11e 1pnrposes of Con~ress in said acts, the sm n o f tweu l:y-fivel:•lle,.,. 
thousand dollars is hereby appropriated out of any 11wney 
11ot otherwbe appropria ted, to be pa icl by the State Treasurer 
tn the t rustees of said college, as follow::; : one ha 1f thereof 
on the: /irst clay of July A. D. 1891, and the othu half on w1 .. n,,.1,, 

I.he first 1lay of Jnly A. D. 1892. l'";,1. 

CHA l''l'ER 1 l<J. 

A'N ACT to catablish und maintain a College for the Education of Col
ored Students in Agricultur~ and the Mechanic Arts. 

R 1f ·it c11al h·d by ill(' .5enatt· and I /<)use oj R epresculatives 
<i/ /lit! S t,1/c o/De/a,:uare fo (;e11ernl Assemhlv me/, ( lmJ-!l1irds 
' :I f.'t7dt hrn 11c/1 ,·011011-ri 1~1l I !tcr ein) : 

~ECTJO~ T. The ( \o,·ernor of the State, 0 11 t he fi rst Tues- ,;uvc.''"'" to 

<lay in J u ne, e ig h teen l11l11drecl a nd ninety-one (rS91), a ndJf.!~:l':,r . 
e\'ery four yearn thereafte r, sh rill app<)int a nd commission 1

1
,~i;;::i~/

1 

two re!>pectnble_and wel l q na li fiecl r ersons frou1 each co1111 ty, ~~:~•,ii,~,r,), 
who shall consl1t11te the hoard of trnstees for th e Delaware s111ue11 

... 

Cr,llege for Colored Studen ts. T he sa id trustees sha ll h old Torm ur 

their office for a period of fou r yea.rs or 1111 ti! the ir successors 0
•
1
icc. 

shall in l ike mann er be appointed, In case of a vacancy by , ."""~c,e;, 
death , resigna t ion or otherwise, the Go\·e rnor -shri ll nppoi 11 t """' h!ICII. 

for th e 1111.expired term. 



c,.,11c.w< SEc'J'tO:-s 2. Tht• trnstees named i11 this ad shall be and 
1"~-....... eac. are hereby ordained :111d declared to be a body corporate b) 

the 11a me a 11d :;ty le ()f "The Trustees of Dela ware Colleg·t: 
for Colored Students," with a ll the powers and franchises. 
i11cide11t to such :111 institution, incl11di11g llte capacity tc1 
lake a11d hold real a nd personal estate by deed, devise, be:
q11est, gift, g-ra11t, or olherwise, a11d the same to alien, sell, 
transfer and dispose of as occasiou 111ay require, and the 
proceeds thereof to rein vcsl i11 other property, funds or se
curities for the benefit of said colleg·e, and in accordance: 
with the spirit nm! purpose of this act. 

I 11,jc._•L 1Jf 

Coik;.:1:. 

,vh:u. i~ 1u 
·1-c 1-.,11s::,hl. 

Rnk~ ;111d 

J'('g11l.ili01h. 

Powersol 
Huanl of 
Trn:-:tcr.'; , 

SEc-1·10N 3- The pmpose :111d object of said college :;hall 
be to i111part instruction in ag-ricultme, the mechanic arts, 
the English language, lite various branches of mathematical, 
physical, 11atural a nd economic science, \\'ith special refer
c.:11ce to their application i11 the.: i11d11slries of life, and to the 
facilities for such i11:-;trn[tion, in order to promote the liberal 
and prnEl:ic:al c:cl11catio11 of the inclnstrial classes in the se,·eral 
pnrsnits a nd professions in life, but other scieulilic and 
classical studies 111:iy be ta11g-hl, and a normal school for the 
preparntion of teachers may be con uecl:ed ·with the college 
1111cler such mies au<l rcg-nlations as the trnstees may adopt. 

S1~CTIO~ 4. The: said Jloard of Trnstces shall have the 
s11peri11te11dc:11cc of !-nicl college, \\'ith power to appoiut and 
remove the faculty a 11d otJ1cr officers a nd a gen ts of lhe col
leg·e and of their own body; to fill ,·aca11cies a nd to make by
laws as well for Lhe gO\·ernmenl of the college as their ow11 
~overn111e11t; and to condnd all the concerns of the institu
tion. Fi\'C members of the board shall co11stilule a quorum. 
;111cl meetings of the bo~n<l shall be helcl as the by-la\\'S may 
prescribe; j)l'o,•ldt'd tl1at s::lid by-laws slmll not conflict with 
the Constitution or La\\'s of the l'.nitc.:<l St::ites or of this 
St::ite. 

SECTION 5. Th<:: fac11lty of lite college, co111posecl of the 
teachers who111 the lrnstees shall employ, <me of whom shall 
he president uf the col lege a11cl t:x officio a member of the 
hoard or trustees, shall have the care, i;oven1111e11t aucl 
i11strnctio11 of the st11<le11ts, snbjccl, ho"·c,·cr, to the by-la\\'s. 
They shn ll ha\'e authority, with the ::ipprol;atio11 o f the hoard 
11f trnstecs LCJ confe r cleg-n:es and gra11l clipl<J111as. 

,. 

j,:\\Y:-- t_,l' lYr.J .. 1.\\',\KE. 

oF J'vHLI• 

corpora lion shall not b:_ a\ •• 

description <:an 1>!:'. \ll!dersloc 

S:EC'flON ?· Thal the s· 
•o·pr1·atecl fro111 

hereby appt < . . 

,irrhe 'l'rnstee~ of _lhe S:at· 
to be used pnmar!lY fo_1 ~ 
ereclion, presen·aL101:, ie?, 
in or buildings wlu_ch sa 
fof the p11rposes of _said co~ 
shonld not be reCJu~red for 
erect1on preser\'al100, or 
of said ~nm sha)l be \1SE:d 

of said instit11t1011. Sai_<l 
Treasurer to th~ treas111e 
bond and secunly as he 
ceive<l under the lia1~d of 
said trnstees that said be 
to carry out the purposes 

SEC'l'ION s. 'l'hal the 
and reqnired to pay an 
''Trnstees of the Stat• 
twenty per Ct:nt~llll or< 
which he, the sa1cl ~tat: 
hereafter shall recel\le , 

approved A tto-usl o-ress, , = 
~ portion of the proce: 
complete endo_w111e11_t ' 
benefit of agn~n.ltnre . 
under the proy1s1ons (1 

2, 1862.'' 

SECTION 9· That t 
as provided in the fo 
trustees for the sup~ort 
the treasurer of ~aid 
from said Stat~ frea: 
sufficient secnnty tot) 
thousand dollars, co1~c 
all the moneys recel' 
said trnstees and sha 11 

tary of Stal<:.:. 

l'n~scd al f)oz•,:r, .l. 



11ed i u lh is a<'.:t shall b 
cl lo be a bod\· co e and . . · .• rpornte b 
.1stees ()f Delaware Coll y 

Llte J)Owers ·1 t1cl f h~ge · • .. rauc 
_111cluding Lhe capacit ises 
estnte bv deed cle .• y to-I I . ' • ,-1se be 

i_'.< t ie same to alie~ 'seJl -
,1on may re<1ui1·e " •1 • I ' 

ti 
. I « 11( t le 

o ier propert)' f d • coll rr . ' 
1111 s or se. e.,..e, and 111 accc)rd" 11ce 

IS net. " 

obiect f • ~ , 
1
J_ 0 saH1 college sliaH 

.u ture tJ1 -, J • . I . , c: rnec 1a111c arts 
~ ~1 anclies ?f mathemat ical, 
,c;ei1c~, with special refer~ 
l'.l ~1~tn~s of life, and to the 
r?~: to promote the liberal 
istnal chLsses i11 ti • l • • ie several 

)IJ.t other scientific and 
~nd .1 ;10n11al_ school for the 
.<J1111cd_ec~ '\-V!th tile colJeo·e 
s tlie t111skes may adopt." 

f. 1l'rnstees .shall ha vc: the 
N I t 1 JJowei· t • .. . . 0 appomt and 
els and agents of tl 1 
\'flC • Je CO -
. ' :J.11c1cs and to make by-
)f the colleo-e ·•s tl • ,., ·•· 1eu· own 
e concerns_ of the i nstitu-
sha l l constitute a . ,e held . < quornm, 

as t11e bv-laws mav 
l\,\~S _shall not conflict wi th 
(m1ted St:i.tes or of this 

: college, composed of the 
nploy_, one of whom shall 

offic10 a 111cm bcr of the 
el care, gover11111<:nt and 
. iow~\·er, _lo the by-ltl\\'S. 
. app 1_obat1011 of the board 
,mt d1pl01nas. 

gr:t11ts :111d ,,irts to ti. ,-, • J!S 

corporation shall not he :woickcl by any mis11omer, if U1e JJ,,,;,. •• ,. '"· 

description can be Hndersloocl with reciso1rnlJk certai11tY. i::
0

•

0

"' ~;fl,, 

$.ECT10N 7. 'That the sum of eight thousand dollar~ is illl,w>r-?, 

1 
. d f l t l 'd !' un!husong 

11ere )')' appropnate rom t 1e st:i e treasury to t. 1e sa1 ant! and 

(llfhe 'l'rnstees of the State College for Colored Students,>' ~:~;~:1•t:f.,. 
to ue used pri111arily for the purchase of land and for the " 
ere8:ion, presetvation, repair and equipment of any build-
ing or buildings which said trustees shall 11erea.fter acquil·e 
fot· tile purposes of ::;aid college, and if the wl10le of said suui 
shottlcl not be required for the pnrchase of Janel and for the 
erection, preservation, or repair of buildings, the remainder 
of sa id sum shall be ·llsecl for the maintenance and s11pport 
of said institution. Said sum shall be paid by the State-r~wi.011, 
Treasurer to the treasnrer of said trnstees, upon his givingfs:i:~;.~"d 
bond and security as hereiuafter provided after notice re-
ceived under the hand of the president and secretary of the 
said trustees that saicl body is folly 01·gani;-.ed and prepared 
to carry out the p111·poses of this act. 

SEC'l'ION S. 'l'bat the State Treasurer is hereby directed 1:•ur
111

~!'' br • 1 11 ] f • \ Sl!l.lc l tcO\• 
and requiter tu pay aunua y to t 1e treasme.r o • the sa1c .. ,~,. 
''Trustees of the State College for Colored Stnde11ts1

" 

twenty per ceutum or oue-fifth part of tbe sum of money 
which he, the Strid State Treasurer, has already received and 
hereafter shall receive a111111ally by virtne of an act of Con-
gress, approved At\gt1St 301 1890, entitled "An act to apply 
a portion of the proceeds of the public lands to the more 
complete endowment and support of the colleges for the 
benefit of agriculture and the mechanic arts, established 
under tbe pr0Yisio11s of an acl of Congress, approved Jt11y 

21 1862.' I 
SECTION 9. That the moueys received by said trustees M,,11cys.ho" 

as provided in the forego111g section shall be nsed by said .. scd, e1 c. 

trustees for the support and maintenance of said college, and 
the treasurer of said trustees, be[ore receiving any money ~.011dof 

f 
'd S 'f' J }I · b cl • l l .1 l ronsun:roi rom sa1 tate reasnrer, s ta gtve 011 wit I gooc anu ·r,u,ae.,.. 

suflitient security to the State of Delaware in the sum of ten 
tho11sand dollars, conditioned for the faithfn l application of 
all t11e moneys received . Said bond. shall be appro\·ed by 
said trnstees a nd shall be deposited in the office of the Secre-

tary of State. 
Pa sscri at Dover, Jfay J 51 189 L 



BEJ?ORT OF SUMMEE S0HO~L 

STAT~ COLLEG~ DOVER llELAWARE 

STUDENTS' RATINGS 

O.M. Aiken 
.34,i!-·A, 

G.B', Andere on 

S.E. Bantom St:Zf' 

4, Xies V .F. Bentley -

5. Miss Ruth Beve.rLy --

6. Mre. c.:m. Blaokbµrn~'-

7. lh'. P,W. llaokburn l:J.. ~~ 
8, Mias E.C. Blanohard 

9, Mias Reseie Bowen 

• 
0'.l 
Q) 

fi 
~ 

1922 . 

• 
bD 
0 
Q) 

t!J 

• 
bO 

fa 
~ 

... : 95 I 28 I 90 75 

30 100 95 

89 I '19 l 
95 100 

I 
... .. ... I 96 

29 eo 
I 
a, e9 -- ea I ao 1 

•• 

30 ____ j e, eo ,o -- I --

• ..c: 
0 

Cl.I 

78 ' 84.3 J 

90 96 / 

72 '. 83.3 ( 

29 90 ,o .... e, -- 02 1 -- 75 eo.2 

30 eo 
1 

...... .. .. 100 91 as 1 -- 93 : 91. a / 
I I . I ... I a, 92 .V 30 I 90 

ao I go ,,s --
-· -- 100 96 87 

95 ,1 -- -- 81 ) 82,4 

30 I 90 TO 80 50 70 BO 0- ?6 ,z.s 
10. Mies L.v. Bowers 28 90 

1
93 

~l. Miss Dorothy .Brown ·13v' a.. _ __,.J30 90 ... ... 

94 94 -- 90 93 84 

'r,jJ2, llra. lfannie L, !rown 1:J., if 
'11_µ, llies B,O. Bryant .!C,/ 

1-4, Miss Annie Oarnper .. --"· 

15, Mias Bernioe Clark 

16. Kiss Ruth folden 

l '1. Jira • .,.j_bigail Colline 

93 81 95 -- ,s 86.8 

28 90 87 -- 84. 78 

30 100 92 -- 97 9'1 

.... ... eo ea.a V 

.... 94 96 I· 
25 90 90 -- 93 96 -- .... 90 91.8 

30 90 76 -- -- 82 91 -- 82 85 

2e ,o ,e 95 89 -- •• -- 83 87 

2, -- ,o 86 50 79 ~- -- 75 71.8 

18, ~e. Emil¥ J. Ohfiatie '---- 22 -~ -- 70 70 75 •• -- 79 73,6 
I 



20. »~s. Ada J. Demby 

21. Miss K. Dickerson 

22. Mrs. s. Dickerson - ··· 

r~J.,½,.23. Jliss Alice Dixon ~{j ~- "1 0 

24. Mies ETa Duokett ...__,_.. . : 

25. Miss Ida R. Elliott ~ 

26. Krs. Bertha M. Elsey 

2,. »re. ».o. Fleming 

28. Kr. w.1. Griffin ·-----
11-~1,~s. Mr. Alfred T. Gu1 .$ / , ~ 

•✓. 
.30. Kias B.H. Irving 

31. Miss Mary E. Barria -,---

32. Mrs. M.R. Henry 
1
iif,1 33 • Mrs• B. V • Bolland.. 

---·34. Mrs. B.x. Horner 

10
1 .. (36. Mr. J.B. Horner 

36. Mrs. M.E. Hubbard - -

• 
0, 
CD 
J-1 
P-t • 

bO 
0 
Q) 

C!, 

. 
,-.,i 

E-1 . 
~ 
Q) 

C!:, 

28 -• fil-' I •• I 91 I 9'1 _,. •• 91 ' 93.2 ✓ 

30 90 I 9 2 I 88 I 90 I 81 90 88 I 78 , 8'7 • l 

30 90 .... I ... 

30 90 94 

ea 79 82 --
1 

7? I a2.2 

94 1 88 91 87 94 91.1 
I 

30 90 j ·- 94 -- 96 8'7 I 85 84 I 89~1 V 

30 90 1 98 -- 100 96 

29~ ~- 76 --1 e, a, 
•• •• 93 I 95.4 

__ __ I a., I 84 
I 

30 f 90 95 --1 
30 ' ~o l -- 1

95 

93 91 88 I 93 90 91., 

-- I 95 96 -- 93 I 93~8 
• ~ 1 

30 I 90 ?5 ag , 92 -- 1-- -- 90 I e,.2 

2s ... -- e1 I 90 s6 -- -- a& ae.2 ~_,. ... 

28 -- -- 98 -- I 97 194 I 90 95 I 94~8✓ 
I 

29 90 

30 .... 1 

'10 90 

'15 .... I 
'70 es -- I ... '16 eo.1 

91 I 79 I ... 1 91 82 83.6 

30 . 90 I 95 96 100 94' .... • ... ' 8'7 93.3 ✓ 

-- 81 88.2 / 30 90 85 

30 00 90 

30 90 100 

... 96 I a9 --

91 I 94 I ~;.; ii 81 83 191 ✓ 

iO 92 90 93.6 -- oo 1 --

3'1. Kra. Elizabeth Johnson ---.. 23 -- -- 80 '75 80 -- -• 62 74.2 

38 • Mrs . Kary J. Jones _____.; 
1

6fafw39. Mrs• V. H. Jones J 2, '/ 

40 • Ilise Marie Kane -
1½fizl• Mrs. 1E. Kimbro h,t>-D 

. I :·'~·-., .. ·~/:_.,.,.. ;~• '· -:· ...- I :,f ,lj ,~:"! . )·~/\ I 

30 90 70 81 70 '18 ... 70 '76.5 

30 90 86 -- 90 88 93 96 88 10.1 ✓ 

30 90 83 86 91 82 

30 90 83 90 90 --

.... -- 86 86.l 

-- 85 8'1.6 \./" 



• 
fQ • 
(I) • ~ i • 
J.i Fol F-t ~ ~ • E-1 ◄ 

J t) VJ I,.,,,. 

0 :S • • • 
.NAME m ~ ~ M ff • • • • 

-~ '1 ffet 
~ ro •.-4 m 0 I>. '° .s:l A 

I'"" "' i fi ..... Q) 

~ ~ 0 Q) 

A ◄ ll1 C!, t,--1 f'll t!, 

'1.u142. llre. B. M. Lawe i }rlJA 29 } 98 1 .... 100 I 9., 80 
I ae I 91 1 92 90 

43, Mrs. Dora S. Lee '--··· 30 1100 '70 -- 80 I '10 83 -- '71 179 I 

-- 1 92 44, Mr. Jop C. Lewis 30 I 90 86 -- 80 -- '13 84 
I 

45, Mies H. c. Logan 30 ·1 90 I 8'1 89 92 82 82 87 I 93 87.'7 .. ,...,...~ ~ -
6
/
31/f6. :Urs. Augusta tones 36~ y '-/. ' I B4 I ~3 

I 

ee I 27 -- 86 -- -- -- 86.2 ~ 

i&/J!i.'7. Mias M.E. Loper ;f(,,l/ 30 90 85 -- 93 95 -- --1 93 91.2 j 
I 

48, Jira. Carrie M. Mann - 29 1 90 -- 80 92 80 -- -- 73 83 

93 1 -- 1-- i -- 97 I 49~ Mias Louise Matthews '···· 30 ':)0 98 80 91,6 
I I 94. 1 93 50. Mra. Margaret Miles p•'' 30 100 90 ~ .. -- -- 92 93,6 

61, Miss Rah.ab Miles ( 23 100 '74 8'7 '72 87 90 89 I 88 85.8 

'Y»4~2. Miss Lucy E. Moore J?,io ~- 3o I -- 95 -- 00 95 -- 93 I 82 93 

53. Mrs. Ruth Munson 30 -- 89 -- -- l s5 I 90 90 92 89.2 

54, Mre. M.c. Phillips 30 •• I '73 90 '73 I '79 -- 82 '76 78,8 J 

55. Mrs. Hanna E. Pitts 24 90 85 a'7 I '15 j 96 -- -- 92 8'1~5 ✓ 
10h1R,6, Mrs. M. H. :Postly i>f>.f 6 28 90 8'1 -- 94 89 -- 91 93 90.6 1,,..-,/ 

5'7. 141se E,o. Powell 
__,..,. .. ~~,.. 

21 -- '74 -- 78 84 }
1 

QQ -- 90 81.5 
1t1/Ji~ B• Mrs. E.M. sf, ,y I 

92.'7✓-Purnell 25 100 90 -- ... 88 -- -- 93 ,,.., 

59. Mrs. Georgia Pu.rnlll -- 29 -- , '70 96 '1'0 96 83 90 81 83.5 

i,,h,J.'5P. Miss Carrie Ra.sin Jj. 'fr 30 95 96 94 86 90 . 3 ✓ 90 81 .... --
61. Mrs. R,J. Reed ,.---- ... -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -
62. Krs. Adele Bobinson --- 30 ...... 85 ·- -- 88 89m 90 80 86.4 

63. Miss Alberta E, Rose 30 -- -- 96 95 9'7 -- 95 92 95 

64, Kiss E.F. Ruff 30 , -- -- 98 100 95 -- 96 93 96,4 



NAME -
66. Mr. w.P . Ruley •. __ __. 

66. Mrw. Anna c. Russum 

• 
tQ 
ID 
k 
p,. 

m 

I 
26 

30 

• 

90 ; 70 

-- 82 ' 97 

-¥ 
b,O 
0 
G) 

t!I 
I 

• • • • 
~ <d 1J ~ 
~ a l'll e 

'19 '10 QQ I - r.:to..~110 I '15. 8 

97 89 , __ 

67. Mrs. E.K. Ssundera 28 90 91 -· 86 ! 79 
1 
. .... ,. 87 I 90.4 J 

86 86.4\,,/ 

90 "/8 8'1 • 1 ✓ 68. Mr. Wm. H. Saunders 26

1 

90 -· 90 96 l 83 83 
~ ~~ I 

69. Miss Fountaine Slater j,:,1, 30 100 , -- 97 - - 96 19'1 ..... 94 96.8 V / 

FJO. Mrs. c. T. Smith 30 --- , -- 89 80 I '76 1-- ;~:. 91 83 . 7 V 
½l,71. Mrs. L.v. Smith '!:i.:J,/t) 30 -- , -- ~ 99100 97 

1
-- , -- 95 \ 97 . 5,._/ 

'12. Mr. Henry Spearman -- 29 100 77 t 90 82 1 ... , -- ' a,.e . 
/IJhJ>'fl3. Mias F.0. Stevens J -;,, ? 6 30 90 80 95 91 , ... -- j 90.2 ✓ 

11 
1'l11~f4. Mrs. Flossie Sudler JJ,J-n 30 l 90 92· ee 99 1 99 i99 I 99 1 ~4 ·9~1 V 

'76. Mrs. A. E. Taylor ----·-- 29 
1 

90 '70 60 I 80 86 1 92 .f,.79 '7~·. 4 

'76. Mr. Robert s. Taylor ~-,· -- 26 l 9lf1 • ;._ I 80 c.- t -- 1· 90 1-- 64 82. 2 

'17 . Mrs. Celestia Thompson --·30 1 -- 86 1 82 ... • 78 -- 174 1• '70 7'1.8 

%1/))'/8. Mr. A. F. Townsend 3/,).6 30 I 90 '7~ 90 '10 l --- 1
189 1-- 1ns 81.61/ 

ft/Ji/./19• Mr. J. H. Warren .Jo, 'Jo 30 I .... -- , 80 '75 ' '78 .... 1-- St: '79.'1 
·•lat/~. M:rs. L. V. War:tington· y,.Jf f 30 , -- , 91 -- 90 93 •- 1 ~ 90 91. 2 Vi ., 

81. Miss Gladys Waters --....__ 30 go 80 -- 9!1': 81 I.. .. lat l ·86,.i , 
82, Miss M. B. Waters _ _..-- 29 

1 
86 -- 90 94 -- f 81 95 ~~. ~ 

83. Mies N. E. Watkins -- 30 -· , 98 j ..... 100 98 ..... 
1 
.... I 95 97 :,r' 

84. Miss Claudia Wight .;::::.:;,.. 29 -- ...... 
1 

92 .... 88 82 I eo J 91 86.6 

85, Mrs. G.T. Wright ~,__- 30 1 90 I 75 I 8'7 80 94 ... f -- 1 '10 82.6 
86, Mrs. Mnily T. Wilson ,-~ 30 -- : 70 92 '76 79 83 80 I '70 78,6 
87. Miss N. M. Woolford_..-•• ~ 30 l 'i'l -- 60 '79 8'7 87 91 '79. l 

88. Miss c.M. Young 30 -· '70 76 70 94 95 66 76.6 
16h1/>v89. Mrs. B, V. Young ·~j ,~ "ti 29 90 85 -- 80 89 -- ...... 80 84. 8 ,/ 

90. Jt'IJ:a. Grace Young 23 95 89 76 84 ... 90 86.6 ,,./
1 

G. SMITH \VOHMLEY' (Signea) 
------------------------------------- - -------- --- -- --- -----

Director. 'President. 



REPOI{T OF . TH-E ~.R.E~W.~.T qf TH~ f ACUL TY 
TO THE 

President and Members of the Board of Trustees 
For Ute Year ending May j 1, 1912. 

i(iEN·Tl/EMEN: 

Twenty years havepa~sed since the State College for CcfJ .• 

,ored Students began its ?Orlc This. is a good time to pause, 

ireview the stages of prol rcss and take account of stock. Such 

,review might be comp<\J:'tivcly cxtensi.vc, ~µt the brief recital of 

;;i few ,irnpor~nt facts p)pst i,uffice. • • .. _ ... 

THE TRUSTEES. 

The cJ1.:1pcter of tl1c men who havt. been appointed by the 

sever;:i.l cl:}cf executives of the State to serve as trustet:s of the 

Col'Lege .w:as a guarm'ltee. th<1,t its every interest would be faith• 

fully served. Through their wisely conservative and thornughly 

practical planning the school was located in the right place anti 

J.rnnched upon its mission of helpfulnes:,;. Changes in th~ r;,.~r~ 

:SOl1;1c1 of the Do(lr_(I have b<m3Jew, Two of the ·o'rigibaj tpCll;l.

bers, loved and honored, h,avc passed away; two on account of 

other duties were coJJst_r;tincd to resign; and two arc still g-iving 

thcn~selves to thi!i wmk. Vacancies were filled by men of kin-

<h'ccl ~pirit and t'tie school has prospered. -

T H E FACULTY. 

The first;, President justified the wisdom of his selcctii?.\\ for 

tlw pla.9t•: H e prepared th f:! first couiJ .~ of study, introdyfcd the 

r.c,hcS:oJ, to its pro~p<~<;tiyc patrnns an~l1 welcomed to its walls with 

kindness and goQ'd ~hecr the first timjp seeker:,; aftc1· knowledge. 

Evidences of his skill anti forcs~gl1~,a_bide in the academic policy 

and certain lines of agriculture. -~ Two others bc;sidcs the Presi 

dent comprised the first faculty, one of whom is 'stil1 in active 

service, the veteran of tht corps. When g-irls were admitted a~ 

board ing students the set.vice~ of a Matron were required. 1,'liis 

position has been til led s~tisfoctorily by, the same pcr:;qn.f,or fif. 

teen years. Grnd l\ally tbe number of teachers incr~.1scd till ten 

were employed last year With two exceptions these have a-.1_1, 

been men, and in the main have shown themselves earnest, e11-

thusiastic and efficient, v,:ith more thought for the work tha!\ 
the pay_. '· 

.pTU-DENT~. • 

Results, lrowcvc:r, a~~ of more importance than instruments .. 

The object of the schoof fs to train young- people. In what di

rection and in wbat deg')·cc this has been done determines its 

v:-tlue. The attendanr~ ._qul"ing the first year~~ seventeen. Last 

year one hundred ;1l1J thirty-nine were enr.ollep..,{ Cov~d~ ll\~ 

wholt period about se\'lc'n htlndred diffc1·cnt persons have been 

here Rw a longer or slrorter period. It is safe to say that nearly 

if not quite all of thqn have been helped to higher aims and 

more earnest endcav,;r b) ·thi~ contact. Many have used the in

struction g-ri.ined hcrJ Lo "'l'actical aclvantage, becoming- use(ul 



l I I ~- . ... was not prolongeu, 11e1t1 t!l·. < secHety 0'VO.n t Qvtlgh t ,e1 r sui.y · . 
B t · • ' ' 1· hown tl.ie industry 11 

\\\e p 01nt v,dth pridj:: t& t lose who J1.i;~c 5 · · d 
• ct· ·1 1-..1.,.d them to gra uate ·,Hl ' s~ea.pf(tstnes$ 0r· pu·rp~sc Which ena.~ 
r,, • , ' r ·• . f what has been ac-1 ona, some c.eurse of stttd}{, as .~i}stances 0 
c.onip\jshed. 

1'1 • • f d . bundrccJ and ft0ur1. • )e total number o g ra • L1ates 1s one . St t 5 'xty-
torty-s1-x per 0e11t. of v,diem were. native to tl~is_ _ a C;,

11
. ~lass 

four, or seventy [Jer cent. not countino- the 1~1 esent ye t ~ ' 
1 • ·• - " fifty two 1,er ccn •. as 1,we see~1red emp l~yment as teachers; .1 . - -· 
teachers 111 Dcil«-ware. 

l he followin_g ll?tati.e n 0f thos1,. . .o~her _th!u:·li<:~h:rs wli?~e. 
present oc<wpatton •H; known Will rnvc of 1nte1 est. Stud~n~s 1'.\ 
0thel' instituti0m, Id• M<m,hant/ -

5
. Ministers, 3; Macluni~ts. 

3; Cl_ei:k, C?11tr~1~l:or,
1

Dentist, b r~ss~1akcr, Farmer, P l
1
fni:ia.c'.s~ 

Pl!ys1c1!111, r;-a111ed Nurse, U nclertaker, .one each. egmm_n~ 
w1th•,.1•~~?. f~ru_rteen cJasses have g-i:aduated and n~t one ~f t~iesc 
perso1\s has Jome(! 'the ranks ef b1ie criminal,. cJ.~u.\quent 0 1 de-
pendent dasses. · 

PROPH1tff¥-,· 
. In the first annual reror t of the President, the value of, th~ 

f.a r!n ~rece!1tly pu,rcl1ased) was, g iven as $s,ooo; tlp._at 0f t~,e ~our 
bu1ld1ngs rn all, i:k,'Parbne1-1ts, $8 8oo Al,l the former bu1ld111~-'li 
have been remodelea or reb-1.1i1t

1 

and new buildings added till 
there a re now twelve, with a Valuation of $28,ooo. The farm 
land is W0rth at least $ 10,000. A' recent estimate pl.aces. th,c:: 
value of stock and impleme11ts ,lt $2,500. 

B_ut these ~videhces 0f ~ater,tal )l'O Yress arc not n1i0re !·cal or 
more.: 101portant tha:n the obJ~et lesso{, fl~·nishe<l by t~e existence 
of the school and its ,moral mA l\encc ever broaden mg, preach
ing, sdf-help .~1d helpfuli\e~s whet'eve~ its work is k~1own. 

A reco,i.:d for the year Just el esed lllust begi11. with the 
SUMMEiR...1.:scHoor,. 

Jn Jt;ly 191 1 wa,s held ll:ht, .. ftiti.rth ~cssion of this branch of 
our work. We had the gj:?,od-.f.ot-tuo_e to.,c;;ecure th~ s.ame t~achers 
as in 19 10 except tl_1at M1s_s<:J<1li._l\: A.. Y oung·, of _WaslunKto_n, 
tool, the plaee of M1~s. Nell1c A.. l'om )kins, of Baltimore. Tlm
ty-two persons ,~e1:e 111 .a.tten~a-nce, ne~rly all rein.lining for the 
ful~ t~rm and fJ'vrn_g e~1th u~1_astic testimony to the v~luc 0f the 
tram mg. As rn fo1 !ne1 y~a.1 s~ the several county supermtendents 
gav~ pers61!a l attention to the eollrsc of study and the mc.th<;>ds 
of 111strt1C~IOJ1. Lark Qf f,tlllds IIlade necessary the om1ssion 
of the sessi~n for tl11s y.ear} bu t it is h oped that plans for the 
f,tttfrre, ~u.akmg th_c summc1 sch <:>ol a, p ermanent ~ 1,t of the work 
here, will meet with complete Sliccess. • 

THE REGUl,f\.R_ SESSION. 
_ For the first time the_ tisu~tl school year was divided into 

two terms of four mo.nth~ e<1ch ll1stead of three te rms 0f une()ual 
length. This prove.d satisfactory anct wi ll be continued. The 
session began October 3rd and ~llded May 31st. 

ATTENl)ANCE. 

The total enrollment for tl~e Yeai· ~s 1 ~7 a decrease of nine • I ti ,v«. _-i ' from the year previous. n_ • 1e college and normal classes were 
79; males 38, f:ema les 4 1 : Ill the p reparatory department, 6o; 
niales 37, fcma l.es 23. Of the WhoJe number, 124 were boarders, 
and of these, s ix were ion half t ittte , sp end ing the week end at 
their homes. 



Prof. J. IT. Greene, Supc1:mtcndenl of i:.h.e lnch1strial Department for two years, goes to enter business on his own account, leavi11~ an enviable record fm versatility nnd skill in handicraft. 

N1> small care has been spent in tile effort to properly fill these vacancies. The persons selc.:cted and presented for your approval come highlr .recortllnended ancl give promise of gratifying results. 

NEW POLICY: 
Increased efficiaicy in the public schools during recent years removes the need for duplicating the work of the elementary grades. This fact has had much weigl1t ;,1 deciding upon the new policy. 

l o announcement concerning th<.: college has been of greater interest to its patron!'• thon that the Board have decided to so change the plan a to s/)ccialixe in agricultl'lrc, the trades and domestic science. A so, to coordinate the academic coursc with the public schools, beginning where l:11<:y leave off; to offer work in lhc lower grades to those who need it when the primary object is to learn a trade; such instruction to be directed with a view to its practical application. 

The experience of Lwenty years proves that the College docs not appeal to the needs, or at least to the preference, of the 
.1 egro population· of the State. The prop,orlion of Delawareans to the total n un~bct of studcnt9 has rarely exceeded one half, and is usually lc~s: While there is no pi~osition to restrict the attendance to natives, it is true that our l imited resources should be taxed to meet the requircnwnts of the boys and girls of our own State. 

J fow best to make the school a potent factor in the development of the race has ever been the greatest care of the Trustees. Fully recognizing- the importancJ of the work already done in training,. teachers for the pvbl1e: schools, attention is directed to otlter'ficlds of activity op911 to the trained hand, in the hope that'more of our people wi•H realize the splendid op-• portunity here oft ered to prepare for service ,,aluable to the employer for it!I excellence, and to th<.:, worker 'for its rc,vnrdil in materia l compensation and moral up'f11ft. The plan tO' concentrate 9r, 
1
:dew trades and 'lo teach them thoroughly is to be faithfully foMowed. 1f'he emphasis placed on agricultural education in~ic;afes a sphere for widest service in this direction and becomes a call of duty to every institution in position to respond. It is n matter for congratulation that competent and cxpedenced instructors have been secured for the~e departments. 

I 

It will gratify our friend,<; to learn that these ch:rngcs arc lo be made without detriment to the academic work. F<.:\\' changes arc propo<;ed in the couhe of study, and these to add symmdry and strength in order t9 more fully meet the requirements of the large proportion of our students who desire Lo teach. 
To comply with the new poli.~y of more definite aim and more thorough work in the vocation'al and domestic science departments, considerable expense must be incurrt!d. 
A complete remodeling of the shops, or the erection o[ new OtlP" • ~ L-it, .. h,•n 1 ... h,,., • ,,, ... • .... 1..: - .. ' -·· ' ·u • 

\.. I 



, ··· - · - ·· ···- ,.-v, J , ,, ~'"" y ud111 ,111u 11111" no use; a re-arrangement of buildings for stock and machinery, arc son,e of the immediate requirements. Inside and outside repairs to SO,!llC of the buildings no,\" in use; the remedy of deficiencies io .the new cottage; additional tabl'c ware, cooking utensils, bctldlng and furniture are also imperat'ive needs. 

How much of this must be immediately proviJcd, and what may be left for the future, will be considered ii\ the report of your Prutlential Committee. 

But one other m.atter need; atterttl8n here. 
Printing a little school paper secnied a proper way to utili1.c a part of our resources. The Echo was started and issued weekly without intcrmissiol\ from November 24, 1909 to June 5,

1 1912. Thinking it desirable to increase the si1.c of the paper, and having the opportunity to secure the plant of the Bridgeville 
Press, th:.- President and the Secretary of Lhe Board made the purchase for $6oo. The outfit was moved and installed, and beginning with Lhe issue of February 7, the new press was in use. Increased size of pages greatly added to th1; time and labor re
quired for composition; io tlie absence of help il was necessary to discontinue for the summer vacation. 

It is now suggested that the printing- department is nol 1iecessary, and less important than other industries recommended, 
·nhd thal it be permanently abandoned. The resignation of Miss' Parker leaves me without competent assistance in this department, and the readjustment of the academic work g ives no time for personal attention to it. 

My plan has ever been to have no preferences which would prevent me from executing to lhe best of my ability th~ cx-1>ressed wishes of the Board. While J am permitted lo se1·ve you, and my people lhrough you, I have no other aim. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. C. JASON. 



The graduating class numbered twelve; three men complet
i_ng the course in agriculture, 0!1e ~-voman the normal _cours_e, 
lour men and four women tl1e sc1entdi.c course. Thete 1s noth
ing exceptional to be noted in the prosecution of the usual 
routine. Steady striving- ;ind g-i-adual growth were the features. 

An epidemic of the mumps was a source of great inconven
ience and much loss of time. It pro-ved a great sa,ving of expense 
to the suff crers that they could be treated by a member of the 
faculty on his regular visits to the school. 

Death invaded our ranks in one instance. Penrose Jonc-:s 
was with us for a part of the first semester. He did net retum 
after the Christmas holidays, having secured employment in a 
l1ote1 at his ho~ne-in Atlantic City. On Wednesday, March 29th, 
be was crushed. to death in an elevator. This sudden and violent 
ending of a promising career was a source of deep sorrow to 
us all. 

THE FACULTY. 
Except in hi.ro instances the faculty escaped seJ'i<>us resulbl 

from illness. Prof. Greeae was laid upforthree wctfks with the 
mumps, and the writer for the same le11gth of time by reason o( 
an accident. Otherwiseth~1•e was no i1\terru.ptio11 from this cause. 

Late ill the summer of last year, Prof. Cogbill resigned, 
making it necessary to secure at short notice an assistant in
structor for the industrial department. Mr. F. T. :r,, Buckner1 
of Dinwiddie, Va,, wa~ cmployc~ and did much w:ork of prac
tical value in blacksmithing an<l wheelwrighting. All the horse
shoeing for the college and some outside work was done under 
his direction . With this exception the same teachers were em
plt;yecl as for the year previous and wroug"ht with their usual -. 
zeal and efficiency. , • 

One important change in method was adopted. Afl students 
in grade below the second year of the preparatory course were 
formed into a model school and taught in turn by students of 
'1:l1e senior and juni.or nonnal classes under the direction of Prof. 
<:;onwell. With the approval of the ]3oard ot" T rustees, the same 
c,0t\rse ,,;ill be pursued next year in c,l'se ,'of thQse students in 
the 11.-fad~ courses taking elementary academ:ic studies. 

A. long ~.nd se".ere wintei• made it in\rossib~e to de ii_1 the 
shops what ~vas desired and expected. Many daxs werl: ,Jrn;t be
cause the shops could 11ot be properly heated. Ndtwitbst'anding, 
a creditable showing was· made. For the same reason, (severe 
and inclement weather) t he military department lost m1foh in in
ter~st ~nd effectiveness: Frequent_ an<;! regu~a1_- drill c!~uld not 
1be 111su,ted upon. Articles , C;>f furni ture made 111 the sht:>p·~n!il 
·f,roductions by the sewing and .cooking classes were on' exb1-
bitio'li at the c:losing eMercises and teachers Mel pupils received·'· 
praise for their excellence. 

COMMENCEMENT. 

. F ifi~ weather, larg~ crowds, good mufic and el~que1~t ~cl
-dresses were features of commencement day. A mm'ibc1, 0f qis
't:inguished guests hpnorea the occasion by their presence;. Dr, 
'Geo. E. Reed, ·of Wilmington, delivered the i:>ri1\cipal n~dress. 
R~v. H. T. Jason, of Corozal, Porto Rico, spoke _al'so, , @thet 
fleatu res of the previously announced program w.cre dir'ried out 
with few changes. 

RECEIPTS. 
. The fa111iliar question .of whether the boarditrg department 

is conducted at a lo~s com~s up again. It is evident th;;i.bf··evcry 
•, 1 • • ◄ T • I T • • 



1.tcin wnicn w()ulQ 1equire a ~ash expenditure, but for the rda
'fion of the ''schoc>l 'to th~ farm, should be: included at curre1'it 
e rices, tl}~ rrec_eip~s f:orh 'this source would not equal the cost. 
To remedy this 1t is suggested that one dollar per month be 

•!added to the charge for bo·ard. 

Ctash collected for board, including the summer stb.6ol, wa·s 
$5,747.74: labor credited to students on account f:>1· p9~\'d, $1-,-
26r .9r; dues frop:i, i:11;1-y students, $72.00 ; matncu!ff.d·op kt!, 
t,88.oo; total $7;r69.c,5. Proceeds from the farm a11.d,,other 
sources add $9~.8,91 to the sum collected by me·and·act·ounted 
;for to the T reasurer. 

THE FARM. 
The report of the farm Superintendent for the yeal ending 

)tihe 30 gives an aggregate of S 1,95)6.o6 as the proper amQunt to 
'be ~i-eclited to the farm, i11clucling sales to outside J.¥lrties, as· 
•hg.rii,st an expense account of $624-46. This does not include 
,"38r bushels of wheat, 299 bushels of which was sold to neigh
:boring farmers for seed. 

While not within the pel'iod properly covered bythis•report, 
J may add that- the present year wheat crop was the best in oµr 
h istory. From fifteen acres 458 bushels were harvested. Thi-s :ji,; 
•a littje more than double the yield when the same field was last. 
in wheat! Other cr0ps_ of grain, vegetable·s and fruit p~p:ve the 
lfei"tility of our soil and the skill with which it is manipliJated. 
'10 the expert knowledge and experience of Dfrcct9i: Harry 
}!aywardt 1,ssociated with the Prudentia_l Co.mmittee al{ p:dvisory 
member of ti1e.:j3oard, are due some of the results alreaay appar
ent, and the con·servatio1i of every: interest is assured. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 
Additions and impro.venients to the property during the 

year corfuist in the purchase of two and a 11alf acres o.f\ ground 
from a fanp adjacent to the college property at $5~ 'fo4 the 
erection thereon of a double cottage, costing about $ 1800. The 
necessity of living in the building with students or renti1t'i:g 
J1ouses not on the premises has been an inconveniem:e to teach .. 
ers with families which this improvement will help to relieve. 

A septie tank, costing about $300, was constructe.d as the 
beginning of a long-1,e,eded sewage system. Waste!from .the 
kitchen a11d laundrJi, is now taken care of in this waY> adding 
tnuch to the san-itary i,.dvantage. 

• I • l J't l r ~ • \ 
lVI1110 1· tepa11•s tq roofs, chimneys, floors, pla.~tered walls) 

~tairways, dr~ins, fam11 buildings and implements, were made by 
students and instructf.?~S at no expense beyond the cost of mater• 
fals. In work of tl1is character Mr. Deputy has been most 
:serviceable. _, . 

"CHANGES. 
It is to be ·regrett~d that we must sever relations with three 

ffl'embers of the faculty'this year. -. r 
Prof. W. M. Beri:y, after two and a.half ypa.rs as efficient 

S\1pel'intendent of the-.D_epartmen.t of Agriculture, leaves us to 
accept a similar position ·in his native State. He made many 
friends while here and bea.h with him their best wishes for de
served success in his ncw1ficld of labor. 

Miss Cecie E. Parker, graduating from our own school in 
1901, after teaching in the public schools of the State for four 
years, was elected a m.ember of the faculty in 1.905. She 
gave most satisfactory service for seven years and retires having 
other plan$ in \(iew for the neat future. 
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On May 15, 1891, the Fifty-Eighth General Assembly of the State of Delawa.1e 

r<i.::~ed "An Act to Establish and Maintain a College for the Education of Colored 

Students in Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts" by virtue of the Second Morrill Act 

,-· ~!'l"lgress approved August 30, 1890, The Morrill Act of 1890 provided a permr.nent 

anm.ial endowment of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25, 000).' for~each'. land-gran.: • 

college established under the provisions of the nonill Act of 1G62 and allm1ed a 

po:L"tion of the federal appropriation to be used for the endowment, support and mr.in

~euance of land-grant colleges for Negro youths in states which maintained separate 

edt•t;ational facilities. 

The Act of Incorporation, approved by the 58th General Assembly of the State 

c,f Delaware on May 15. 1891~ stipulated that 11the purpose and object of the said 

C~ll~ge shall be to impart instruction in agriculture, the mechanic arts. the Eng

lish language, the various branches of mathematical, physical, natural and eccn.:>r,,ic 

sc\~nce~ with special reference to the application of the industries of life; and 

•.;c the facilities for such instruction, in order to promote the liberal and practi

~al education of the industrial classes in the several pursuits and professions in 

lif~. but other scientific and classical studies may be taught, and a nomal school 

for the preparation of teachers may be connected with the College -.mder such rules 

and regulations as the Trustees may adopt." 

Under the terms of the Act of Incorporation. the Governor of Delaware was er:-

po!·Jered to appoint and commission on the first Tuesday in June eighteen hundred ::i.nd 

ninety-one (1891) and every four years thereafter. two respectable and well quali

:t-i1::~ ,,e!'sons from each County to constitute the Board of Trustees for the Delaware 

Coll.e;;;;; -!:~r. Co~ f',r,<;-,:t ~t~_•rlents. 

1bo 5\lJII of eight thousand do l, ~..... r~~ , {IOI).} wi..s appropriated from the State 

Treasury to ''The Trustees of the State College for Colored Students" to be used, 

primarily. for the purchase of land and for the erection, preservation, rep,:,.lr am:i 

equipment of any building or buildings, which the Trustees acquired for the college. 

All funds not required for these purposes could be 11<.e1 for th~ J?.aintc1"ance and 

support of the institution. 

The Act of Incot:poration directed and required the State Treasurer of Delaware 

to pay annually to the Treasurer of "The Trustees of the State College £or Colored 

Students" twenty per centum or one-fifth part of the sum of money the State Treasur .. 

er received annually under the provisions of the Morri 11 Act of 1890i The federal . 

'<{ 
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~~ _; _ __.,, •,,ere to be used by the Trustees fol' th1' support and maintenance of the said 

College. 

On J\Dle 2, 1891, Governor Robert J. Reynolds of Del&1-1are appointed Chief 

.!:1st:~c.f:l Charles B. Lore and Attorney Henry C. Conrad of Wilmington, Daniel M. 

Rictg,)ly of Dover, Dr. George W. Marshall of Milford., Henry F. Cannon of Bridtevilk 

and Dr. David L. Mustard of Lewes to c:onstitute the 11Board of Trustees of the State 

~:-:• !~""e for Colored Students." 

At the first meeting of the Board of Trustees on J\D'le s. 1891, Chief Justh~

C'narles 8. Lore was elected president and Attorney Henry C. Conrad was elected 

~c,:·,:- .. ary-Treasurer of the cotporation. 

l~i th a portion of the state appropriation of eight thousand dollars ($8,000), 

th~ qoard of Trustees purchased a one hundred acre tract of land, located two 

~iJes north of Dover, from Nicholas Loockerman, the largeat property owner in l''.:.-:t 

C .):~:.r- :~). ~ 

Gn the land was the old Loockerman homestead built about 1740 and three dilapi

d,:,.t- ~ J fa.rm buildings. The manor house ,,:as of Dutch brick. 40 x so feet, with 

!Tl~"''? :;-_•e stone steps and capping oveT the doors and windows. 

The manor house was repaired and converted into the Main College Building. 

T'.1P. interior of the house, in its main plan, was left unchanged. Two large rooms, 

with a Dutch cornice Qn the walls and a fireplace built of tilings brought from 

Hn1 J.'lnd, weTe located on each side of a wide hallway dividing the interior, The 

~~::?scious rooms on the first floor were transforaed to recitation rooms, a dining 

h:al '· and kitchen. The rooms on the second floor were converted to a library, read

ing room and sleeping apartments for the faculty. The garret, where Dutch chests 

of treasures once stood and later sausages and peaches were stored for t'linter-usf., 

was converted into nine good-sized sleeping rooms for male students. The low 

Dute!,. ll~t(llb1: 1<1a.c: replaced by a modem veranda and only the iron fastenings wer·~ 

left. 

A two•story frame structure, 30 x 64 feet, was erected in the rear of the 

manor house far use as a Workshop, and a three-story frame house, containing ten 

room:;, was constructed east of the manor house for use as the President ts Cottage. 

Equipment and supplies for instruction in the sciences and madlinery and tools 

for teaching the industrial arts were purchased. 

During the Summer of 1391, the Board of Trustees elected Professor Wesley P. 

Webb, M.S., as president of the State College for Colored Students. 
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Wesley P. Webb Adli,inistration 

1891 - 189S 

On assuming office in the Summer ot 1891, President Webb began arranging tl. _ 

courses of study and intTOducing the College to the Negro citizens of Delaware. 

In January. 1892, the BoaTd of Trustees employed Samuel L. Conwell, A. B., a'= 

as.~:.:..:tant to the president and Manley M. Beamer as a member of the faculty. 

On February 2, 1892, President Webb. with two faculty members and three buil<l

i-r.g.:;, opened the doors of the College to students. The· Board of Trustees met ~t the 

init; tution on February 4 and officially declared ''The State College For Color':d 

,'."tudents ready for the reception of students." 

Five courses of study were offered, namely, A~ricultural, Chemistry. Classical, 

t.ilg~_!leering, and Scientific. Each course covered a period of four years. All 

co-c:tses, except the classical~ -111efe. alike in(their- essential features · during the 

fr~.;;rman and sophomore years. 

The classical course of study led to the degree of Bachelor of Arts; the eng:.

·.,ee~. ~ag to the degree of Engineering~ and the agricultural, chemistry and scienti fie 

cc:Ls'es of study to the degree of Bachelor of Science. A two-year preparatory 

,..c;.;•:-se leading to ·a diploma was added in 189.3-94. 

In addition to -a l<'lajor course of stuciy, all male studenb were required to 

·.:~',e a two-year course in shop work or special agricultural education and horticul

◄.ur~. They ,~ere also required to take military tactics and drill. 

The school year was divided into three terms of lDlequal length. The fall term 

ti,,.,~ in October# the winter tei,n in January, and the spring term in March. Entran~e 

£'XJr.1inations were administered at the beginning of the fall te-rm. Students could 

~nroll at any time during the year. Special examinations were given to those stu

dents entering after the opening of the fall term. 

The growth of the College was very slow in its infancy. The enrollment for th~ 

wint"!' t~:un, 1892, w_as twelve students. By 189S it had only increased to twePt:; .. 

eight students. This caused grave fears that the College would not -receive the pa

tronage and support of those for whose advantage it was established. 

During President Webb's tenure, the feelings and sentiments of both the white 

and Negro citiiens about the college were very unfavorable. Some white citizens 

feared that the proximity of the College would diminish the value of other property 

and that the conduct of the students would offer a new menace to the Dover community. 

The Negro citizens were skeptical of the opportunities the College offered Negro 

youth. The Board of Trustees and President Webb gradually c.1lcmged the feelings and 

sentiments of both race$. 



The federal appropriation for operatioh of the Colle~e from 1892 to 1895 wa.5 

£:'.'•.1r thousand dollars ($4 1 000) aJlnuallr.• In i893-1 the Delaware Lcr,islature ar·::,.>:-> 

i ::;.r_-;;~d one thousand dollan ($1,000) for maintenance of the p~ysical pl~nt a1-; ':·•, •• 

C:ol!eJe. 

~"" .J:~e, 1895, Wesley P, Webb resigned as president Qf the College. 

~t thE annual meeting of the Board of Trustees on Jwe 71 1895, William C, 

Jasc,n, A.~i., B.D .• was elected president. 

William C. Jason Administration 

1895 - 1923 

Mien William C. Jason, assumed the presidency in June,189S, the interest of 

t-,e ,r:, ci thens in the College was at a low ebb, The greatest need of the Colle-;;,· 

w~ 31:udents. 

Changes in the personnel of the Board of Trustees from 1891 to 1923 were f-;W, 

OE tn~, sixteen trustees appointed quadrennially by the several chief executive;,;. c,f 

t~e ':'.~ ~i:~ during this period: three died-- David L. Mustard of L-ewes in 1899, 

Gaorgo W. Marshall of Milford in 1915 and Francis A. Hoffecker of l't'ilmington b 

1!11S; seven resigned on acc:olDlt of otller duties-- William M. Ross of Sussex County 

in 1:191, Daniel M. Ridgely of Dover in 1895, IVilson T. Cavender of Smyrna in 1904, 

HaY'T:' C. Conrad of Wilmington in 1909, l.'al ter Norris of Dover in 1910, and Ebe 

VI. °I':',mell of Lewes in 1916; and six were still serving in IS23-- Henry P. Cannon 

of 8 . .:-idgeville, appointed in 1891; John H. Hut ton of Dover, appointed in 1910; 

E,:•.:~.-,-d. !fart of Townsend, appointed in 1911; Gamaliel Garrison of Kenton, appoirted 

in 1~15; Rowland G, Paynter of Georgetown, appointed in 1916 and Samuel G. Elbert 

of Wilmington, appointed in 1916. Through the conservative and practical plannir.~ 

af :.;:.~iie trustees, the college was launched upon its mission of service. 

la 1895 three teachers including the president C01QPrised the faculty. When 

several women were admitted as boarding students in 1897, a matron was employed. 

Gradnt1 1y, as the eni.rollment increased., the facuU,: ·was. enlarged. Ih 1922-23.~ 

the facalty : c:onsiste,i'·of ten persons_, 011e with a master's degree, one with a med~t;~-\ 

degree, five with the bachelorts degree, and three with credits leading to a degree. 

Th~~:e !·!as little stability in the faculty during this period, due primarily to low 

sa!aries and inadequate living conditions. 

Several changes were made in the college program during President Jason's ad• 

ministration. 

In 1895, the degree awarded to students completing the Agricultural Course of 

Study was changed from Bachelor of Science to Bachelor of Agriculture and the Chem• 

istry Course of Study was discontinued. 

In 1897, a three-year Normal Course leading to a Certificate recommending the 



<Ji'!I'· 

• ·.:>!!rer as qualified to teach in the pdblic schools of the State was added to th~ 

t'.c:;r-s3s of study. 

~n the school year, 1902--03, the minimullt grade for advancement in studie:>. !·:r,.-

.;.1 ar:.ged f .:c:n 60 to 70 per cent . Another new lea ture during the Academic Year: • " , •· 

1;3 Wa5 the offering of instruction in cooking. In 1907 ~ the Classical Course i,,.1.·· 

1i:,;r;,:,·1tim:ed and the Normal and Preparatory Courses strengthened. The Nomal :. ,,_; •. ~ 

of 5tudy was extended to four years in 1911-12 and a diploma with the degree of 

Bache!or of Pedagogy was granted students on satisfactory completion of the co, .. t;,;~ 

In 1912-13, the school year was changed from three terms of mequal lengt!: ·...:o 

two terms of four months each and a new policy was adopted. 

The objective of the college program was changed to preparing students for 1,.:: 3-

~.J- md productive occupations. One-half of each school ·day was --<levoted to 

tr~ining students in some form of industri•l activity and the other half to acad~mi~ 

st ,;dies. The academic courses of study were coordinated with t.'l\e public schoc..l:; by 

,- -: ,} X!ling where they leave off. Work in the lower grades was offered for the bene• 

fit o:: those students who needed it and who had a desire to learn a trade as tii~:i.r· 

pd;:· ~-rr goal , 

Four courses of study. namely, Academic, Agricultural. Mechanic Arts and Dom~s

ti~ 3cience were offered. Each course of study was four years. A college diploma 

~,4.di ·clle degree of Bachelor of Pedagogy was gran~ed on creditable completion of the 

Aci<l?mic Course. A certificate of graduation was granted on completion of the 

oi:her courses. The admission requirements for the academic course of study wa,; ~'F,1-

p,.,.tion of the eighth grade at an approved school or satisfactorily passing an ~Y

..:::;~~:'"ion in Arithmetic. Grammar, united States History and Geography. The appli

caJ'!ts for admission to the Agricultural, Industrial or Domestic Science Courses of 

Study were required to give evidence of earnest purpose and be able t.o read and 

write. 

The minimum age limit for admission ~as changed from fourteen to sixteen y~ars, 

t.½~ !>::,,,~,~-r-::~·-:'.:'!j,. 1.?:.,r1rt:>~-r:':;. i,,-as ~~.r '.··•:,:: :-1.:~;.;ed, and the courses in Latin were dropp1"~, 

All students in grades below the second year of the preparatc.ry course were forined 

int~ a model school and taught by senior ~tudents pursuing the academic course 0£ 

s~u~y. In 1915, the minimum age limit for admission was changed again to fourteen 

Y"':f..Xj. 

As a result of the new policy those students who applied for admission to ~:;.:.

lege and professional schools experience:! difficulty in receiving credit for their 

previous training. The description ef the courses of study i.n the College Catalogue 

permitted so much latitude in application that it was impossible for one to de,n'

mine from the College Catalogue the real character of the worlc done. 



To c:ollllteract this diffic:ul ty, the United States Commis$ioner of Educati -:>H ~.- :~ 

.2.skad to evaluate the College's academic program in 1914-1S. After personal ln~-,..,~ -· 

tfoi1 of tho work in detail, the Commissionet of Education pronomtced the acadc,1i.:;, 

cc.urse of high sdlool grade, any deficiencies being compensated for by except: ::-i: ··.:. 

orF J-.,·tmiit5.es for practical wot'k in the industries. The description of course~ ::.: . 

·;.~ e Collel':' Catalogue was revised. 

In 1916, creditable completion of the course of study, entitled the stud~:1t w 

·:h~ niploma of the college· with • the ·degree of Ba.c:helor -of Pedagl>gy, Racheio:r nf 

,;,_".-z-iculture, Bachelor ·of Domestic Science or ·Bachelor of Mechanic Arts. · • A cer·:f~"

cr~':~ of graduation was .given those ·completing the work of the graded school. f:e- :.r • 

1:d.:1 with the -sclio~l year, 1916 ... 11; a ·diplol!la. only was granted by-the·College o~ . ... .:: 

ci'~dit~le completion or the ·Courses of •Study. 

Those students who had not completed the work of the eighth grade were required 

·::,, ~r:ter the Model Graded School and remain \Dltil satisfactory proficiency waz ci.J-

": :.i .'l.C·d. 

In July 1908. a four-week Summer School of Methods For Teachers was offered in 

QTtl1r that teachers in the State could obtain instruction in both subject matter 

~--~. techniques. In 1910, the Board of Trustees donated two hundred dollars ($200) 

.::;:r c,;peration of the Summer School. Lack of funds necessitated ol!'.ission of the 

r,,. ... :r:1er Session in 1912. In 1914, the time of the Summer Session was changed from 

.JuJ:_.,, to June. The State Legislature appropriated twenty-five hundred dollars 

($2500) in 1914 to support the Swnmer School and to repay the trustees in pari: ·.-c·-

';}l -a personal fi.mds used. 

During the first year of Presi~t Jason's administration the enrollment ~,-,._ 

~r~~ed to such an extent that the nine sleeping rooms for male students on t~e 

third floor of the Main College Building -were crowded beyond the point of comfc-r:: 

and safety. Provisions were made for housing five (5) female students on the th~~d 

floor of the President's Cottage. Some applicants had to be denied admission du~ 

to the limited housing facilities. The total enrollment for the school year. J 895-

96 was 54 students, 17 in the Collegiate Department. 35 in the Preparatory Dep?:-..,..

..,:mt and 2 special students. This was an increase of 93 per cent over the previous 

y~t.r. For the academic year, 1922-23, the total enrollment was one hundred thilty 

eight (136) students distributed as -follows;. orie. liuridred- fifteen (115) in .the Hig~ 

~ehool··Department, sixteen (16) in the Model Gradecl School and seven (7) part-time 

students. During the period 1895 to 1923, approximately 700 students attended the 

College for varied periods of time, 



In May, 1898, the College 'KJ"I!.~ -tt& first cl,ss comprised of tw:. st1:;;.;;,-:-:: 

John Boykin Aiken and tloward Day Young, beth Delawareans. From 1898 to 1911, .:h~ 

total mn:'.ber of grp.duates was ninety-three (93). Forty-six per cent (46%) of ;J :i..:.: 

number •·rere Delawareans. Forty-four (44) or sixty-nine per cent (69%) of the c:·~"-·· 

uates, e:r.-:luding the Class of 1912. were employed as teachers; fifty-two per v,.~··: 

{S2%) as teachers in Delaware. Of the remaining twenty-nine (29) graduates, t;-,!: 

(W) we:i:-e pursuing advanced work in institutions of higher educatiotl, five (S) 

~~re merchants, three (3) were ministers, three (3) were machinists, and one(~) 

~~ch was a clerk, contractor, dentist, dressmaker, farmer, pharmads t, physi ci "':-., 

t~:a::i.ned nurse, and mortician. The total number of graduates from 1898 to 1923 

tfas two hundred forty~two (242), one hundred twenty-three (123) from the Sciefftif.i-: 

and Agricultural Courses of Study and one hundred nineteen (119) from the Nornnl 

Cc-.irse. 

The Literary Society was the most important student activity. Students Ner~ 

i;incouraged to avail themselves of the opportunity provided to gain practice irt 

the art of public speech. Assistance and advice was provided by the faculty but 

the management of the organization was handled by the students. Several social 

cl::·)s were organized. A spirit of fraternity and wholesome rivalry for high stf;n

a:r:b of scholarship and conduct existed between the clubs. 

In 1902, a brass band comprised of ten pieces was organized. The Band pl ~.y':ld 

ann-Jnlly at the Commencement Exercises . 

A student newspaper titled 11The Echo" was started on November 24, 1909 an :_ 

issued weekly wtil June 5, 1912. In a desire to increase the size of the paper, 

a p~inting press was purchased on February 7, 1912 in Bridgeville for six hundred 

dollars ($600). The increased size of the paper greatly added to the time an3 

labor required for composition. In the absence of help, it was necessazy to d:·,r,

continue issuance of 11The Echo". 

In 1905, the male students were organized into two companies of cadets by 

Joseph R. Cogbill, Commandant. A cadet gTay miform was adopted. The students 

were required to provide their own uniform and to spend three hours per week in 

mUitary tactics and drill. 

A football team and baseball team was also organized in 190S-06. The players 

had to provide their own equipment, uniforms and supplies. They also had to sche~

ule games, pay the transportation expenses to all games away and pay the cost of 

food for all visiting temns. The football and baseball teams were very popular 

and creditably successful. 



Religious exercises were held every moming at eight o I clock before the :z:·ed

tations '>eg:m. .f\11 students were required to be present. On Wednesday E;venir,L ""· 

prn.yer meetirig WA$ conducted by a member of the faculty or older student. A S:H~--.,~-f 

... cl\o:>l w~ organized and held weekly sessions at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday. The 

Cr.}j]\i tte'=' 0~1 Pub!ic Worship of the Sunday School secured the services of minis;~ ,-:: 

·:::; :;_.:.rsach in the Chapel on Stm.day afternoons. A Yol.D1g People's Society of Chr:i.,,

:~~.?l'!. endeavor met regularly on Sunday evening at seven o'clock for a service of 

!io-.·,g ~d praise. Special revival services were held during the tlini:er Te1m. 

The Commencement E.<ercises were held annually on the porch of the Main Col~ 

:;.- ''_f. 3,1ilding because there was no room on the campus large enough td seat the 

audiP-~ce. Benches were placed under the trees and a tent in front of the bui lcii··:: 

fox the audience. 

In 1913, Francis H. Hoffecker, a trustee, established Committee Day. One 

d~y was set apart each month for the rendition of musical and literary prograr::; 

t;1 6e students. Several members of the Trustee Board criticized the studentsr 

i :', tf' ~ ~mance . 

';.be first honorary degree to be granted by the College was conferred on 

Ju~f~ Henry C. Conrad at the Commencement Exercises in May, 1909. Judge Conrad 

wa~ secretary-treasurer of the Board of Trustees from 1891 to B09. He received 

th~ d~gree of Doctor of Letters, 

~he College Library contained mainly reference works and a small amount of 

g~r-~:::·al literature. Several daily and weekly newspapers were provided free of 

ch::r~e by the publishers, 

Ninety-six thousand dollars ($96.000) was appropriated by the State of Dela

ware at various sessions of the Legislature for capital improvements from 1897 

to 1923. From 1897 to 1911, the College received twentyweight thousand dollars 

($28,000) in state appropriations. The state funds were appropriated as follows: 

four thous-and 'dollars {$4 ii 00()) in._ 1897. six thoosand doll us U<:ViOOO) : :in 191.H, 

four thousand dollars ($4,000) in 1903, six thousand dollars ($6,000) in 1905, 

five thousand dollars ($5,000) in 1907, a.~d three thousand dollars ($3,000) in 

U:-11. A Bill was passed by the Delaware Legislature in 1913 appropriating t.hreE; 

tl1cU!iand dollars ($3,000) annually. In 1917, the appropriation was incro.~s~d t~ 

eight thousand dollars ($8,000) annually. The Delaware Legi~lature in 1919 ap

propriated eighteen thousand dollars ($18,000) to complete the payment on an 

additional farm of one h\Dldred acres. In 1921, the State Legislature appropri

ated fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000). A similar appropriation was made by 

the Legislature in 1923. 



The federal funds received by the College from l89S to 1923 incre~.sed 

if!."ac~ta) l:· f i'am four thousand dollars ($4,000) annually in 1895 to ten -t.:housa:ii 

d~llars ($10,000) annually i~ 1923. 
II" 

On 11:-.y 12~ 1896, a se'Vere storm destroyed the Worksh<>p, d$!10lished a fi :.:•~1-· 

r~o~ b1·i.-:.k smoke stack. damaged tl)e other buildings. and ruined the w!'leat ~ ._,_ 

!:>t::-~:wberr:.-- crops . The total (lamage was estimated at two th!)USand dollars ($:~. 00<); . 

.t\n :,·;:her two-story fraJ)le Workshop was erected in 1897. In 1898, a t wo-.s't.ory f ~:aF.-~ 

&1c.Hion containing a dining room, kitchen and laundry on the £irst floor and t ::· . 

:- i <:aping rooms for mal e students on the second was eTecte .. d to the rear of the 

~J=..:.n Building. On February 1, 1s, s , the nine rooms formerly occupi ed by m~le 

.,. ·:,,·,,ents on the third floor of the. Main Building were assigned to female stu.-:1 -

and th.e male students transferred to the new facility. In 1901; construct$.or ~ 

? .ionni tory for women was started; Two floors of the do~itory were comp let'?' l 

and the heating plant installed in time for occupancy in January, 1902, A t ·. "-

:; ::-.:-ury chapel. library-reading ro·om~ classroom for instruction in sewing. a -~~-

:Jc-si tory f or textbooks and the matron's quarters weTe located on the first fb ,, x. 

'.J~:.1; rooms on the second floor and four rooms on the third flQoi' were assigner! 

""" :emale students. The basement of the dormitory· was used _as a laundry. The 

rlcnnitory was named Lore Hall in honor of Chief Justice Charles B. Lore, presi

~ent of t he Board of Trustees from 1891 .to 1910. 

In 1901~02, an offer was made by the Cent•uy Club of Wilmington to fun-,i~b 

. , .: .hcher to give the women students instruction in cooking with the hope th~ . ..; 

~ course in cooking would be added to the academic offerings . In 1902-03 1 the 

of f er was accepted, a comer in the basement of Lore Hall partitioned off and 

equipped as a kitchen, and a class of sixteen women organized . . The Century C , i:, 

employed Mrs. Helen W. Anderson of Wilmington to give the students a cour~e cf 

~:,,.? 1,,e ! esscns on successive Saturdays h~ginning January 10, 1903. 

Wi!.h the :.Cate a:~propr htio!? tn 1903, the heating plant in the Main ColleJe 

Building was changed and it ·was- possi bl to keep the rooms cOll'lfortable in the 

wint er for the fil'St time . The :r:a:main::~1- of the state appropriation was used to 

p.·'>vide a new power plant fo-r the Workshop, to erect a double two.;.story frame 

11..:;t•se for housing teachers, and to repair and paint the college buildings·. 

President Jason, as a result of ten public addresses and severa l private 

appeals, secured one thousand on.e hundred and twelve dollars ($1,112) in sub• 

scriptions from the Negro citizens of Delaware and friends of the College in 

1903 for ·the purpose of converting the fo:rnie·r. slave quarters and brick stable 

on the College property into a Chapel. Work an the Chapel began in the Spring 

of 1903. The plans were drawn by Joseph R. Bulkley, SupeTintendent 



. -': 1.;H'~ !'!1dustrial Department. They provided for an addition twenty feet ~quare tr;, 

the o ~.d :>rick stable, whose dimensions were twenty by forty feet, the el evaticn 

the corn~rs to e!ghteen feet, with a bell tower eight feet containing th"? entt :L"l"~;;.. 

~
1 athan W. ::-:-eene, instructor in masonry, with the help of the students in his ~~-a; :i 

layed thz foundations and raised the walls to four feet above the grolDld in ti:·.k 

fp:.;· ~.:1e C0:".',1er stone to be laid on Commencement Day, May 29, 1903. W'ol'k on th; 

c::-..pe: progressed very slowly due to difficulty in securing bricks arid lack of 

pi·-.1/.ness in paying the subscriptions. It was necessary to borro-;-, money front the 

Boa,--1. of Trustees to pay for the roofing and part of the lumber bill. The doors 

1;-~1~,' w'indows of the building had to be boarded up and work on the interior suspen.::~-::1. 

tmtil sufficient funds were collected to complete the construction according to t:.i."' 

,:,r~7:r~.l plan. The work on the Chapel was completed in 190S but no provision Wf.:; 

m~.F- for heating the facility. The College for the first time had a place laT~♦:: 

ey,m.1::;h to seat all of the student body. The furniture for the Chapel was mad:c 

t~f' ~tuuents in the W0rkshop. Later, the Chapel was converted to the College 

UbTs!.y and is still being used today for this purpose. 

rn 1904, a peach orchard containing two hundred eighty (280) trees was planted. 

Two ln,-ndred (200} nut bearing trees were also planted along the road in front of 

the buildings and encircling the campus in 1904. An ornamental sycamore tree do

'!'ct ;;-' 'ly the Century Club of Wilmington was planted in the center of the Campus 

C~ h:} e. Evergreens were also planted arotmd the 'buildings. 

The first telephone service was installed in 1904. In 190S, a two-story f1~,:.c 

_:cc'.,;:l :oiy for mer. containing fifteen rooms was erected. The new facility was nam,;d 

CL--L!".n Hall in honor of Henry P. Cannon of Bridgeville, . a membeit" ,o£ the -"Board 

of T:i.ur;tees from 1891 to 1929. 

In 1907, the state appropriation ,vas used to complete the payments for the 

construction of Cannon Hall, to enlarge the dining room to a seating capacity of 

one h:·~.dred (100) persons, and to p&i';1t the college buildings. In 1910, a six

?as~en~er w~one~te and a horse were purchased for transportation of the wome.1 

students to the Dover ~~rping Center. In 1911, a two-story annex, 44 x 20 feet, 

W'1S a.died to the P"sident 's Cottag-:- for c.ffice and classroom purposes; a hot wate~ 

heati~g system was installed for five rooms in the President's Cottage; a two-st~1~ 

addition, 19 x 20 feet, containing a laundry on the first flo~r and a recitation 

and drafting room on the seco.-~d, ,-:rr '.',Ar!.:-: ·::c 't:~i;, '.Vo.;~snc,p; ~nci equipment for a 

steam laundt)' and kitchen utensils purchased. 

In 1912, two and one-half additional aeres of land were pUTchased. A double, 

twc-story frame house was erected on the land in 1913, 



In 1314, three rooms on the first floor of the President's Cottage were ccn

vc.rted to a kitchen~ dining room and workshop fo-r the Domestic Science !)c.parti-,'-"~t. 

The Board of Tr,.J.Stees,i in 1915, appointed Professor Samuel L. Conwell t') se?"·~ c;.S 
! 

·.~ field q:-.nt L1 the interest of the College for soliciting five thousand do11-_,_"S 

(t5~000} ii':. donations to construct a Domestic Science Building. Professor Co..-... .:..,. ... 

c.-n'.7ussed dl parts of the State with energy and vigor. The subscriptions obi:::iJn:,cl 

were far below expectations. Cash donations of one hundred fifty.five dollars- e.-,.:. 

~·.:,·-,:•r-ty-five cents {$1SS.-75) ·were obtained by this means. Jt ,.,as very disapp,,in~.

ing to President Jason. the faculty and the students. 

An adjacent farm of one hundred (100) acres was purchased in 1918 for the 

C-:Jllege. 

During President Jason's tenure, the faculty was increased from two memb~c~ 

to ten members; the physical plant from three buildings to seven bui !dings. a "··o:rk

:,-1,,r, and laundry, four barns, a water tan!~, a one-c;1r garage, and several she .. ~s; 

'.:he property from 100 acres of land to 202 1/2 acres; and the value of the prop~'. __ • .-., 

a:.~d !:>uilc:lings from thirteen thousand eight hundred dollars ($13,800) to forty-five 

-~ho1.mand dollars {$45,000). 

President Jason's administration was interwoven with fi·.~ancial difficulties. 

Tnw~rd the end of his administration. difficulties of a di=ferent nature arose. Ha 

we..; adversely criticized by citizens throughout the State. The State Board of 

Edilcation questioned his fitness to receive a high school principal 's certifiu~:f;, 

J'.t'►-Lnpts were made to relegate his power as president of the College. There wa_; 

~!SCI some friction between President Jason and the Board of Trustees which cent,;;:·:e.; 

p~iilaps around the report of a minority committee that recommended a new presid~nt 

be ~p~oiilted, seven years prior to Dr. Jason's official resignation. 

In 1923, President William C. Jason resigned after twenty-eight years of ser~ 

vice and by vote of the ~oard of i'rJSte~s h~e1;1)!':> "resident fn-sdtus. 

At a meet:i.ng ,,f the Board of 1-;--~tees, on February 1, 1923 
1 

Ric-..h1t'!'~ S, Gr;::;s- • 

ley, B.S.~ L.L.D., was elected president of the College. 

Richard S. Grossley Administration 

1923 - 1942 

President Richard S. Grossley assume1 office on July 1, 1923, During his 

administration, there were several changes in the personnel of the Board of Trus.,,, 

tees of the College. Of the twenty--li ve (25) trusteP.~ appointed quadrennially by 

the several Chief Executives of the State from 1923 to 1942, Henry P. Cannon of 

Bridgeville, John B. Hutton of Dover, Edward Hart of Townsend and Gamaliel Garrison 

of Kenton served fTom 1923 to 1929; Samuel G. Elbert of 11.'ilmington from 1923 to 



!93:Z- 0 Rc• . .rls.nd G. Paynter of Geargetown from 1924 to 1929; Simeon S. Penne•.1i11. c-1: 

D01er, Hai"Iy M. Deputy of Milford and Clarence A. Short of DoveT from 19?.9 to 19~1; 

Fr3"1k A. McHugh of Wilmington from 1929 to 1933; Oliver A. Newton of Bridgevi:.l~ 

f-rom H.'129 to 1937; Earle D. Willey of Dover from 1932 to 1937; Wayne C. BreweT oi 

Newark a."'ld Edgar A. Starling of Wilmington from 1933 to 1937; William W. M. Hr-;:·.:;· 

of ::("Jver from 1933 to 1937 and 1941 to 1942; Samuel N. Culver of Delmar from 1n~ 

to :942; J. Allen Frear, Jr. of Dover., Guy E. Hancock of Newark, Maurice RouseU.e 
··, 

cf Wilmington., Robert G. Houston of Georgetown and John B. Aiken of Dover from l~Z7 

to 1941; And El~ood F. Melson of Wilmington, Ernest V. Keith of Dover., Conwell 

Brutton of Wilmington and Caleb M. Wright of Georgetown from 1941 to 1942. 

During Dr. Grossley• s administration, the faculty showed some improvement in 

its fo:rmal training. In 1923-24, there were fourteen faculty members, only one -::.f 

tih--::-,m held a master's degree and in 1929-30, there were sixteen faculty inel!lbel".5, .. 

or;.\~• one-_of- whom possessed a. master's· degtee•~ -. In 1931~32,. the~ were fiftee,,. 

f.s.;;;t:l ty members, three of whom held the master's degree. By 1937-38, there we~e 

twenty-four faculty members, twelve of whom possessed the master's degree and in 

1941-42. there were twenty-five faculty members, twenty of whom held the master's 

degree. 

The student enrollment continued to incre~e gradually from l9Z3 to 1942. 

Tr.Me were more Delaware students attending the College than in fomer years and 

a l~rger proportion of the graduates were Delawareans. From 1934 to 1942, one 

hur.<lrad thirty (130) students graduated from the four-year College Division. 

During Dr. Grossley's tenure, the academic program was revised to meet 

a.:~pted college standards . In 1923, a two-year Jtmior College Di vision was a.d<led 

to the college program. In 1925, a two•year Normal Course and a two-year Co7ll!l'e~ci~l 

Course were added to the academic program. 

The requirement for admission to the Junior College Division was the satis

factory completion of sixteen (16) units of secondary school WQrk. 

In 1930, the Junior College Division offered two-year cunicula leading to 

the bachelor's degree in the Arts and Sciences and in Agriculture. Two-year cur-

ricula in Home Economics and Trades leading to a diploma we-re also offered. The 

twc-year course of study in Teacher Training leading to a diploma. entitled the 

holder to a First Grade Elementary Teacher's Certificate. 

In 1932, the College established four-year curricula leading to the bachelor's 

degree in the Arts and Sciences, f:lernentary Education, Home Economics; Agriculture, 

and Industrial Arts. Provisions were also made for offering two years of pre-pro

fessional training in medicine and dentistry. The work offered by the Normal 

Department was approved as standard by the State Department of Public Instruction. 



In 1932-33, the High School Division of the College was included among the 

four~een secondary schools in Delaware ~".,J.t~ ty the Commission on Second2iy 

Schools of the Middle Stat~s Association. 

L., .,;.~33-34, the academic: program was organized into five areas, namely, Ar:·-...s 

a~d Sciences, Agriculture, Education, Home Economics, and Industrial Arts . 

The following resolution was made by the Board of Trustees in 1933-34 in 

~~~ards to the High School Department: 

"Stat.e • ee119~- ·ro1r .ec:ilo1·"'J &t~ents ·oy reso.iuc:foh or·1::t • tsoa:;:-::i-·or-· 

Trastee •. propoeea:~o ·cooperate wt1Jh · the State, Department of. Public' 

!astruct.ion • ~d pirovi® :·a high sdobl p~gratn for tile Negro youth of 

Delaware. 

Whereas, the State College For Colored Students is seriously handi

capped by lack of adequate support and facilitie~ for the care and train

ing of the students, and 

Whereas, within the last few years the said State College For Colo:r~:1. 

Stu.cents has been forced to raise its cuniculum from a Junior College 

and Normal School to that of a full collegiate level in order that its 

graduates might be able to qualify for meeting the standards foT certi

fication set up by the State Board of Education, and 

~'here&s, we feel that by confining our high school program to the 

senior h.'igh school, of the three upper grades of high school, we will be 

betteT able to meet our present responsibilities with the means and 

facilities at hand, therefore be it 

Resolved, that notice be given that after September 10, 1934, the 

high school ent:,:ance requirement shall be satisfactory completion of the 

ninth grade." 

In 1939-40, the College was approved by the Civil Aeronautics Authority to 

offa:..- Vocational Flight Training to a select quota of full time college studeJ1ts 

for two years. The grotmd school ti:aining was conducted at the college and instruc

tion in flying was given at Dover Municipal Airport. On satisfactory com_rletio~ of 

. ~eventy-two (72) hours of class work and thirty-five (35) to fifty (~O) hours of 

f:ying tmder a supervisor, a private pilot•s certific~~e w~~ grant~tl. 

Evening and ext.r....sion cu.:rses :.f~:crc o~fe-:-&d from 192l to 1942 in areas where 

the demand was sufficiept to warrant operation of such classes. A SUnotter School 

was conducted fTom 1923 to 1~32 under the general direction of the State Department 

of Education. Its primary purpose was to provide teachers an opport\Dli ty to better 

equip themselves for performing their professional duties. 



!n 1929-30, the celebration of Parents' Day was ~dded to the Academic Ca1Bnclat 

:..-:7 :·:·.J11t.~ . The first Parents' Day was held on Sunday, October 27, 1929. 

The College. participated in the State's National Youth Administratior- Prou~am 

j_·,1. 1940-41. 

The to":al sum of the state appropriations from 1923 to 1942 was four huncfr:_;;i', 

si;cteen tho~sand tbt~e hund!red dbllars.· ($416,360) ·distributed as follows!,:fif~::.-·i, 

t.hccsand ,dollars :($15~000) in 1923, ·twenty tbausand·dollars~·c$20,ooo) in 1925, c,i:-3-

hunci,.·ed forty-seven thousand seven hundred dollars ($147,700} in 1927, fifty-two 

tbousand six hmdred dollars ($52,600) in 1929~ thirty-one thousand dollars {$31,COO) 

in 1930, and one hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000) in 1931. The federal 

api)ropriation from 1923 to 1942 was ten thousand dollars ($10 ~000) annually. 

Funds for the following additions and improvements to the college plant we:..~-::! 

prr-•0:ded by the Delaware School Auxilia-ry Association through the generous philan

t:::r::py of Pierre S. Dupont: Practice School, Trades Building, new President's Co,> 

tage, renovation and- conversion of old President•s Cottage to a domitory for rr:eH, 

in 1923-24; sixty thousand dollars ($60,000) to defray the grading, engineering a~d 

supervisory costs for the erection of the new administration and classroom buildinf 

(Delaware Hall)'. and'patt ef the ~quipment ant! !'a!l'l'l.ishiiigs £or Delaware Mall, in 

ln7; • installation of:-i'he· sewage disposal system and water supply systeti, extensive 

repairs ·tn the foundatimi -of Loockerman Rall; fire escape 'fo-r Lore Han~ t-eTiovatio:i 

and ctinveriion of the Chapel to:the College·tibrary, and eq~ipmeht 1)1.d fu:mi:sliings 

foT -rl~ College'." LibraTY. in· 1929-; • a supplementary approp-rHtion of-twelve- thousan:i 

one . hundre~ clc!.lars ($12,100) to defray tl1e • architectural and engineering fees fot· 

the construction of Conrad Hall and to complete the construction of the new two

apartment house for faculty, in 1931. 

Four thousand (4,000) volumes of books were added to the book collection in 

the ~f:'l'l':'~•:'! !J:i.b:r-•r-y. in 1929-30, with fWlds provided by the ,J•J.!ius Rosenwald F:r;;,'.':o,,

tion. Pierre S. Dupont, and va-r-~.:"X: :~ ·i-:ir,'.5 of the College. 

In 1923-24, a two-story frame house of Colonial style was erected near the 

entrance to the c-arnpus for use as a President's Cottage; a two-room brick structu~'c

o:= m,)Jern design was constructed for use as a Practice School; the forme1- Presi-

d(;r:t. • s Cottage was renovated and converted to serve for administration and dom~. ':m;r 

purposes (Jason Hall); five farm b1JiV\'i,1g=, for ho..:15:..;;,g stock, machinery and crops 

were relocated and overhauled; and a:1 of the buildings were painted and numerous 

needed repairs made. Practically the entire physical plant was renovated in 1923-24. 

In 1924-25, a poultry plant was added. In 1928-29, a new administration and class

room building was constructed; an adequate heating system, new sewage disposal 

plant and a new water-supply system installed. In 1930-31, a two.apartment fraI'!Et 



hot'.S-a £or faculty and a dairy btrn were erected. In 1931-32, a brick buildir.g ~0 

hous~ the kitchen, dining hall and Home Economics Department was constn,•.::ted. ..-~, .... ~ ........ 

new facility was name.d Conrad Hall in honoT of Judge Henry C. Conrad of Wilmir:gi:c.,~, 

~1J:10 ser,:ecl as Secretary and Treasurer of the Board of Trustees from 1891 to 190'.:, 

L1 1933-::i4, a frame annex containing twenty-four rooms was added to Loockerma: ;-:<.1 

£::;:-: housir..g college women. At a cost of four thousand two hundred dollal'S ($'~ ,?t.'3) 

:m.: ;1ith the assistance of the W. P. A. in·,1934-3S, the sewage disposal plant W►lS 

enlc:·rged and completed. In 1935-36, the State Highway Department provided a co,, .. 

c:..·f,1.:e road and sidewalk leading from the Dupont Highway into the campus. In !.93G-37, 

another two-apartment frame house fol" faculty was constructed. In 1939-40, the 

WJrkshop was remodeled and converted into a College Laundry and Field House for 

men's athletic activities. 

During the nineteen years of President Richard S. Grossley's administrat:on, 

the faculty was increased and improved in formal training; the academic prog:·~:· ···as 

1:evised to meet college standards; the Normal Course of Study was approved by ··::-(;; 

'.3i:c,;~.0 Department of Public Instruction; the High School Department was accredit:.d 

by the Commission on Secondary Schools of the Middle States Association; the st,1?.;;nt 

enrollment increased; and limited capital improvements were made to the physica~ 

~lr..nt. 

During the last two years of President Grossley1 s term in office, strainei 

mlationships existed internally with the Board of Trustees, faculty, rnd student 

bo!l/ and externally witl1 a large number of Delaware citizens. Dr. Grossley :;esigned 

'"'"' 1:r~s1 dent on Jwie 30, 1942. 

At a meeting of the Board of Trustees on June 25, 1942, Howard D. Gregg, ?h. D. 1 

L.' .D., was elected ;~asident of the College. 

Howard 0. Gregg Adtlinistration 

1942 - 1949 

~ben President Howard D. Gregg assumed office in July, 1942, the College haJ 

c.xpe;:5,~n~ed administrative, financial, anu political difficulties, During Dr. 

G!.·'-"gg I s seven-year tenure, several changes occurred in the personnel of the Boa:rci 

. 
c-f ::rustees. Comtell Banton of !'!ilriington resigned in l~l4 ,and Has succeeded b:v 

Gscc:.r N. Srn.ith of Wi Jrnington who served until June, 1948. nr. Srith \\'85 succe::?dE.d 

by Beatrice Berryrr,an of Hilninp:ton. L'illi~ 1". M. Henry and Eniest V. Keith, both 

of Dover, served from 1942 until their tems expircJ in June, 1945. ·mey v:ere suc

ceeded by Clarence Polk of f.'.ilford a.rn1·-~arle D. ,,.illey of Dover, both of •.-:hom re

signed in 1949. The latter were succeeded by Dernarcl Younr, of \filford anc' Ifadaline 

Buchanan of Dover. Elwood F. ;,;elson of :,'ilnington served as president from 1942 



cnti 1 1~:'.-s tem .exp~ 11\: June., 1949; He :was succeeded by Gilbert Nicke1. o.f ; 

Si:: :j,e,,iil who also• served as pr.es;iden-t. --:Sc1J1Uel N w Culv.er '.af Delmar served fro:,, u.1:~ 

until 1951 .. Caleh M. Wright of Georgetown served from 1942 until he resigner~ i:r 

1949 .. H(~ ;,,.as sueceeded· by James ·l'l. re~ Bnker of Geo~wn .. • 

Dr-v ·~regg wag instrument.al in ·a.dd:i,ng to the college- ·fae.ttlty for the fiTSt: 

_ ;::;;,,:;:.,:.,;~z ;ko h:ad earne~ the d'G.etorate degitee. • In 19-42~ lffien he assurne.d' o£fic-? 

•. ,.; ~ ... •::; i 

l.-ii.'.':.ity was ~ris-ed o~ ·'ti.feftty-fiVct membe,p-s, ~ -of )'diam-held :the .. mas.te-r•.~- -

•.:,e;:-~;~. '.Irt 1~M3-44, the faculty consisted of twenty-two members, four of whom 

p~~~essed the doctor's degree and fifteen of whom held the master's degree. R'"/ 

1948-49, the faculty had increased to thirty-one members, six with the doctor's 

d~gree, twenty-one with the master's degree and four with the bachelor's degree. 

The salary scale at the college from 1942 through 1949 was in most instan::;"~S 

below the salary scale for public school teachers and stability of the faculty \~as 

p.>er. Only eight of the thirty-one teachers comprising the faculty in 1948-49 

received salaries equal to or more than that of a public school teacher with c:>:u

!'B_.,...,,~)le training and experience. In twenty-four cases, public school teachers ·,;ere 

paid more than the college teachers with similar training and experience. The 

difference ranged from eighty dollars ($80) to sixteen htmdred dollars ($1,600) 

per year. On the average the Delaware State College teacher in 1948-49 was paid 

~~~-1;;;e hundred thirty-five dollars ($335) less per year than he would receive if he 

were teaching ,in th~. Oel~ware pu\,lic schools. 

The student enrollment increased to a high peak from 1942 to 1948. Veteran 

enr:,llment was extremely large frcrm 1946 through 1948. In 1946, the student en

rollment was three hundred fifty-t1\lo (352) students and in 1947-48 • it was four 

hundred fifty ( 450) students. In 1948-49; the -student enro11"1imt ,d.,:opped tt, f.'.;,.c,· 10 

~undred eiglity~~ev~n (~7) s,t~ents; Twp_ hu11dred fo~iy-sev~n (24'1) students 

graduilted· frem t~.~ ':ollege -ft'OQ! l94i.' to. 1949~ The la~es,· graduating &lass during 

this period w.as the Clus of 1948 c9nsiHi.ng of forty-nine (49) graduates. 

The academic program from 1942 to 1949 was organized into five divisions, 

na~ely, Natural Sciences and Mathe~ati~s, Languages and Literature, Social Scienc~s, 

Vocc1.tional Education, and Psychology ann Education. Evening 8Itd ,,xtem:i~n cours~." 

w~r~ offered in areas where the demand was sufficient tc wanant it. 

In 1942-43, The College paxtidpat-2". ::n 't~i;t, Er..~ir.eerir.g,. science and Manage

ment War Training Program UJld,er the direction :,f the University of Delaware. 

In 1944, the College received provisional accreditation by the Middle States 

Association of Colleges and Second~ry Schools. 

In 1947, the 114th General Assembly of the State of Delaware passed an act 

to change the name of the College from 11State College for Colored Students" to 



"Oelaware State College". 

Sixteen thousand (16.000) vti1urnes of books lrere added to the book collect i~r. 

in the College Library from 1942 through 1949. 

In 1916-47, a Coordinator of Veterans Affairs was added to the persomie l s~T 

vicP.s. Two Greek letter organizations, namely, the Kappa Alpha Psi Fraterni n · ::.: •l 

r-.·.:~,ga Psi Phi Fraternity, were established at the College in 1947-48. A Chap:~::

oi the Alphn Phi Alpha Fraternity was established on the campus in 1948-49. 

The Dupont Building was used to provide facilities for the Laboratory High 

Sd1-1ol in 1946-47 and the Department of Education was transferred to quarters b. 

r,~1a,-1are Hall. 

In 1946-47, a frame veteran's housing tmit £or one hundred f'ifty (150) me'l ·, 

s tudents was provided the College lmder Title V of the Lanham Act, Public Law e49-

76th Congress. Four additional frame buildings containing three and four-room 

~-);,fortments were also provided for housing married veterans . Three temporary :..· _ --:1e 

buildings were erected in 1946-47 by the Bureau of Community Facilities of t >·· 

Federal Works Agency and used for additional classroom purposes, biology anci ,.>:.a-~·9-

tarial science 1 aboratories, and an auto mechanics shop. 

During the seven years of Pres ident Gregg's administration, the College ex

perienced a creditable growth. Progressive gains were made in the s ize and com

p~+ency of the faculty, academic standards and curricular offerings , student en

rollment, student personnel services, faculty salaries, and public relations. Dr. 

Gregg was especially instn.unental in getting the College provisionally accredited 

,. .. :• toJ~e (;ol!lllli$Siotl :-on Higher E1iucation :_of"the Middle States Association and the name 

of' tb~ College changed to Delaware State·College. He~also secured fot~the~Coll ege 

the large~t state. ·apptoptiation of fuops bJ the, De·lca,.,are· Legislatme in the hi.~'!:;;,;-; 

of the insti tution up to this time. 

President Gregg's administration came to a close under rather extenuati '"' 

circumst.?.n·ces. The breach between PTe~:i.dent Gregg and the State of Delaware 

made _newspaper !'.esclines and reac~ed the courts of law. He was ' 'temporarily" 

suspended by the Board of 1)-u5tec .:: f:.·cr:.; 'i:i1e p:-esi(fo .. ~~r in -1:me, 1949. He w~ 

evsntually absolved of all charges. In September, 1949, he offi~ia}lv retired 

f r om the presidency of the College. 

During the Summer of 1949, when Dr. Gregg was under 11te11porary" suspensior: 

from the presidency, the Board of Trustees placed a Committee of three faculty 

members comprised of Maurice E. Thomasson, .Oean; Theodora R. Boyd , Chairman of 

the Di vision of Languages and Literature; and W. Richard l'lynder, Chai man of the 

Division of Vocational Education, in charge of the College . 



When Dr. Gregg resigned from the presidency in September. 1949, the Boa::d 0:r.

Trustees appointed Maurice E. Thomasson, Ph.D., as Acting President of the c.,~_::,.c,_ '; 

u.'ltil s. pYesident was selected. 

Interim Administration Of Maurice E. Thomasson 

September. 1949 - April, 1950 

The conditions of suspicion, confusion and tensions causing the retireme::1t of 

Dr. Hol-1ard D. Gregg from the presidency resulted in a devastating blow to th.1 ~:,::,-::- -

le:;a. Only one .month· aftar D'T .. Maurice E: Thomasson assume!! th'(! !'"sitio11;0f 

Ac,:ing President of the College in September 1 1949, the Middle States As~ocir~ .. :=-'. • 

o:f Colleges and Secondary Schools sent an Evaluati:r.r, Committee. ccmoris~d cf fi·:c: 

eo;.icational specialists. to survey the College, 

The Evaluating Committee inspected the College from October 27 - 28, 1949. 

'J'":j_-,.:. Evaluating Committ~e- recommended to the Middle States Association after ti",e 

su1-·vey that Delaware State College be removed from the approved list of Coll-::--; .--,::c .. 

n.e accreditation of the College was revoked in No-vember > 1949. The· 1oss of 

.:.c.c±'editation was ·a eeven~b101, to tne~;fp.iling presti~e of .the.College. 

The bad situation became even more so when students were told that the 

::1.c~demic program, educational facilities and :,pportmities at Delaware State Col

lege were vastly inferior to those at other colleges and ur..i versities and that 

they should not attend the College. The student enrollment dropped from three 

hu:"tdred eighty-seven (387) students in 1948-49 to two hundred twenty-seven (2?.7) 

st~dents in 1949►50. 

Dr. Thomasson worked diligently to cany on the work of the College as nc:,~;;1 4 

ai~; and democratically as possible. 

On February 22, 1950, the president of the Board of Trustees, Gilbert Nickel, 

invited Osca!' .J. Cha~m~n to visit the College, to study existing conditions a·~ --.::he 

in.sti tt~t:>:cm. and to repoTt. hi~ finc:in.~~ t:.,d r;;,~ommenda.t.ions to the members of the 

Board of Trustees. 

In March. 1950. the Board of Tnistees. comprised of Gilbert Nickel of SH view, 

J\l:da line E . Buchanan ~f Dover. Samuel N . Culver of De lmaT. Be~ t :r:i c-e Es :".Tyman of 

WUmington, James W.W. Bak.et' of Georgetown and Bernard Young of Milford, ~ler-ted 

Oscar J. Chapman, Ph.D., as president of the College. 

Oscar J. Chapman Administration 

April 1, 1950 - July 19, 1951 

When Dr, Oscar J. Chapman assumed the presidency on April 1, 19S0, he was 

fully aware of the problems confronting the College. He believed that the Board 



of T;;.-ustees, the state officials and the citizens of Delaware desired to have th: 

College developed into a first rate institution, According to his Febrt'ary, l!'J.Sf1 

survey of the College, such an objective could be realized if the College rece:"'£,1 

the necessary financial support from the State of Delaware. 

Dr. Chapmen initiated plans to have the College reaccredited. The objec~ives 

~1 the College were carefully examined and reformulated, the curriculum was T~J·;.-r .l

~ized to meet the objectives, steps were taken to strengthen the faculty and i~

crea.-.e the salary scale, and the student personnel services were expanoP-d. 

In ·.June, 19SO, .tt..e · largest·g,aduating class· in::the histoey, oi the.CoUeg€. :~ 

to this time was graduated. It was comprised of eighty-five (85) graduates. 

on August 29, 1950, the Vice Chancellor of the Chancery Coutt of 0elawar"· 

:i.;.....~E-d that the State 0£ Delaware did not provide equal facilities for its Neg~'O 

ci·':izens at Delaware State College as compared to the University of Delaware. 

7~e~efore, Negroes were entitled to be admitted to the University of Delaware. 

The Jecision evoked a new wave of criticism in regards·to the role of Delawar~ • 

Sf::?":'.; College in the educational system of the State of Delaware. 

The Chief Executive of the State appointed a Committee to Study Delaware 3t~i:e 

'..'~ 1 ,.r,ge. The Committee was established to find out what reasons, if any) exist~tl 

for continued operation of Delaware State College after the Univer5ity of Delaware 

w~s opened to Negro citizens. 

In the major report~submitted by the Goven1or's Committee, two proposals were 

lis·;ed. The first choice was transformation of Delaware State College to a J{;:dor 

College. The second choice was complete elimination of Delaware State College RS 

!:\!' :!.:'!stitution of higher learning, with plant and facilities to be diverted to c.ther 

state uses. 

Over seven hundred (700) alumni of the College submitted a proposal to th~ 

Governor of Delaware recomending and urging that Delaware State College be made 

a. fi.r~t r.1 ~ss ~ fully accredited, four-year college open to all qualified citb:-::::-,1s 

of the State. 

A le:.:;:-;;~ number of Del.aware citizens expressed opposition to any plans for cm-

ta:U.ing the activities of Delaware State College and expressed thcT.1Selvt>~ as f:wor

ing the necessaty moves to place the College on a proper operating found~tion so 

that it can take its p Jae13 arncr:g ~~" ac~:4 ":-::'.i tr::1 ~d~~cr:~i,:inal i,..stitution.J of the 

na~ion. 

During the confused situation_ in r,egards ,t-o 'the future of the College, the 

administration and faculty-staff continued to work diligently on plans to improve 

the College. 



,-

On April 19, 19S1, the Board of Trustees passed a resolution commen,J.ing tli-t 

. • . .• ·•·... . --· . ..:;~;,. r: 11 'AiJ:'Ji.r. ot J-t-. -OsisJ".!' J'. thaptitm, ~ing lits...;~t yeu--u~presideflt •:(P-, :''tn! • .... ..,::i_ eg,;. 

In 1951, the Delaware Legislature, in spite of considerable adverse c1'i·;i,: ~r.;, 

t!}Propri ·-i~ ~d the largest amO\Dlt of state funds up to this time for the opera,;} •,fh . 

oi •"'"-'i.e Cd.lege.: In add'i.~ion .. it also ma<1e available to the Callege tbe sum.·.-{:;; 

fifteen thousa.'1d dollars ($15,000) t-o be granted during the 1951-52 school ye:."':' ·,:o 

Del,:tware students who need financial aid t~ pursue a course of study at the Cr- ~.lc6~. 

On July 19. 1951, the Board of Trustees voted against the e1??loyment of n~. 

Csl'.!ar J. Chapman for another year. No reasons for Dr. Chapman's ouster after 

fifteen (15) months of creditable seTVice were issued publicly by the Board of 

T~--ustees. The ouster of Dr. Chapman from the presidency evoked considerable 

p;i:-licity and discussion which did not help the prestige of the institution. 

After Dr. Chapman was retired from the presidency, the Board of Trustees, 

-~~r:-ointed Dr. Maurice E. Thomasson, Professor of Sociology, as acting preside1.t 

of thr:: College. 

_. MauT>i:ee~ll; Thomassmi ~inistration 

August, 1951 - January, 1953 

When Dr. Maurice E. Thomasson assumed tbe position of acting president of the 

Co!lege in ~ust, 1951, it marked the second time the Board of Trustees had elected 

hirn to this post. 

No changes were made in the personnel of the Board of Trustees during Dr. 

't,.:iil-3Sson' s administration. The members comprising the Board of Trustees were: 

Cilbert Nickel of Silview, president; Harold H. Keller of Laurel, secretary; ·,, 

~~..-a:t!'ice Berryman of Wilmington; James w. w. Baker of Georgetown; Bernard Your.g of 

Milford and Robert H. Reed of Dover. 

The faculty did not increase in size or quality frcm 1951-53, The stude~t 

enroUment continued to decrease. It d:,:opped from two hundred twenty-seven (227) 

s~llt'!~nts in 1950-Sl to one hundreo sixty-eight {168) .students in. 195-Ji-52 and ~o one 

hmdred t~irty-three (133) students in 1952-53. 

In 1951-S2 s the academic program. was changed from five major division! to three 

diYi sions: Arts an« Sdence~, Edu~ation and Psychology and Vocational Edac:ation, 

The course of study in Industrial Arts was discontinued in 1951-52. With the close 

of the 1951-52 school year. the High School Department was discontinued, 

In 19S1, the book ~ollection in t~;.e Coller,e Library was increased. Five 

thousand dollars ($5,000) was spent, for· addttional equipmerrf fot the scienc~, -a,:l'i

culture and indbstrial arts departmen-t.s . • A unit ki-tche11; at ·fl cOff. ?f thtrty .. fi-v~ 

mmd:ted ·aollah ($~500}, ·was installed in :the Home Bccmomi:cs J)epartment, 



A N,llege physician and Tegistered nurse we~e employed and mil\i~um health s~~

vi.ces provided -ror students in 1951. 

In 1951-52, a new Pasteurization Plant was erected and the construction of :'. ·" 

:new Resi1~r ce H-?11 for Women was begun. The dormitory was ready for ~ccupmcr .:.:. 

~tpt cabf~: , 19S3. It was named Harriet Tubman Hall. 

In January, 19S3, Dr. Maurice 6. Thomasson volmtarily resigned as actin::; 

pl"esiderit of the College. The Board of Trustees appointed DT. William A. Oan!.-~I; 

flo'.:l.>1-Registrar, in cba::-ge of the College tmtil a president was selected. Dr . D~~.5.i-~. 

~Qr,~d as administratoT of the College fTOm January, 1953 to July, 1953. 

On July 1, 19S3, the Board of Trustees elected Jerome H. Holland, Ph.D., as 

p;,·f-~::7.dent of the College. 

Jerome H. Holland Administration 

19S3 - 1960 

l\lhen Dr. Jel'Ollte H. Ho1land accepted the challenge to pilot the destiny of t ,1J 

~"~-~:<>3e in July, 1953, the institution had been through some rather pressing ,:;;:'...~·: ~ 

ations. 

The administration decided in 19S3 to inaugurate a more posi-tive program. l'.-J

g~!'dless of what happened in the past or what would happen in the future, the Col-

1,-::ge had a responsibility to give its students the most effective program possfule, 

One of the major problems facing the College in 19S3 was the maintenance of a 

c~.·p-atent and well trained faculty. Some additions were made to the faculty i?I 19: 5. 

Another major problem facing the College was the lack of adequate faciliti.es 

tc. implement the well-trained faculty. There was little that could be accompE:.i.ed 

in 1953 concerning the limited physical space available in some areas . Howeverr a 

few important changes were made. At the end of the 19S3-S4 school year I the Co:te~e 

Library containea many of th~ Teference books required to serve the students 1 needs. 

The audiovisual-aid laboratory was develcped and used as an instructional aid. C<?:-

t.11.in basic equip111ent needed in the biological and physical sdences was purC:.11ased. 

I~ o~h~r areas. additions were made that enabled the faculty to plan a more effec

t i7e educational program. 

A third major problem facing the College in 1953 was that of ~tudent enroUM~lt. 

The s tuder.t en=-~llmen~- ine:rn,.sed :::-om P--:-.~ hu;-dn<1 t :-a:'. . .-::·ty- t:tree {l:.U),•students in 

1952-53 to one hundred sixty-six (166) students in 1953-54. 

Conferences were held with the mem:,ers of the faculty in 19S3 concerning ways 

of improving the acad"'!'.ic p·rogram. Sp~eialist5 in the several academic disciplines 

were iavited to the College to assist in this proiram. 



During the seven years. of bi-. Hoiiand's tiiiiulle, h& fle•eloped the College f-:- ·:1 

' 
a no.i-a:credited status to full accreditation by the Co1l'll'l'i_ssion on Hi~h::.n.- Ed'::i:.:. .... • . .:,!\ 

of the Middle States Association in less than four years. The College ,~~ a,~~:..•,;.> 

l<:ed by ti.~ Middle States Association in April. i9S7. 

The pitysic2.l eXpansion of the College during Or. Holland's administratirn:, '.;as 

,; :• .... ,-;:er than all other in the history of the institution. Sooe of the capital LJ".

p~o-.,ements made at the College from 1953 to 1960 were the construction of Com.'~ J 1 

R,.:<; 4.~leuce Hall for Men and Memorial Hall., a multiple purpose building, in 1954: ·::he 

e~:e'.:tion of Richard S. Grossley Hall, an administration- and classroom building, b 

l!\S~; renovation and expansion of the College Library, and erection of an apatt!'J~!lt 

hou~e and three cot~ages for faculty housing in 1959. S011te of the major renova::•i.-.•r;,; 

!'IC~".'~ were the conversion of the Dupont Building to a Student Heal th Center I Lcr~ 

H~ll into six apartments, the farm house into a two-family unit, Delaware Hall py:"J

n~sium into an auditorium, the physics laboratory in Delaware Hall into a bfo·; • 

la.b)ratory. and the T-Building into a classroom and office building. 

In 1953-s•. only eight members of the faculty held a doctor•s degree. At tl1e 

~:..oze of the 1957-S8 school yeat", there were twelve members with a doctor's degr-~;!. 

In 1959-60. forty per cent (40%) of the faculty held the doctor's degree and all 

;·,~.,,)ers possessed at least the master's degTee and in most cases ccnsiderab~e work 

alove this level. The College faculty in 1959-60 was commensurate with that a~ 

;:,i::_;·it:':-:t· small col lieges in the Middle States area. 

The student enrollment increased from one hundred sixty-six (166) students in 

:,_;:;.:.J-54 to three hundt"ed eighty-three (383) students in 1959-60. 

During Or . Holl and' s term in office. the academic program was reorgani ~ed, tJv, 

genaral education program revised. a Faculty Round Table Group and Library Cultu:t".11 

Series organized, a re~edial reading program and a reading laboratory developed 

and an Annual Career Conference established. 

-~. l~~?-5.~~ the Board of Trustees was enlarged from six to eleven members, ~ix 

appointed by the Governor of the S~ate and five elected by the Board of Trust~"'~, 

--a:•.~ i'-werr.:;.g board o! the College :faring Or. Holland• s administradrm was compr:.s~-:! 

of ,james t'l. W. Baker of Geo~etown from 19S3-56 and 19S1-60, Harold H. Keller of 

Lau.,e 1 froar~ 1953-60, Beatricr Berryman of Wilmington from 19S3-S4, Thelr~a ~-1• Yc~g 

of Wilmington from 1954-60, Robert H. Reed of Dover tram 1953-55 .. Herman~- Brown 

of Harrington f:l'vm l~:r. ,. ~8, ~::-- "iC' 1 :'. ~'.c:·;)".:;}:'.'..~i~~er ~f ri.:·,,..sr f -""-, 1gs8-60, Bernard 

Young of UH ford from l953-6C .. Jchn N. McDowell of Newark from 1953-60, Asher B. 

Carey of Selbyville from 19S6-60, Mrs. EdD',UDd N. Carpenter, II of Wilmington from 

19S1-60, Edward W. Hagemeyer of r:ilmington from 1958-60, Oliver Short of Lewes from 

1958-60, Boward C. Stevenson of Dover from 1958-60. and James ff. Williams of Dover 



from 1959-60. 

On M'.'ty 18, 1960, Dr. Jerome H. Holland resigned to accept the presi!-:!~r,c-~ ,-.+! 

Hampton Lis ti t•J-te. 

At 3 meettng of the Board of Trustees in October, 1960, Luna I. Mishoe, ~h.a., 

?·•as elf :.t~d president of the College. 

Luna I. Mishoe AdministTation 

1960 -

Wi·.e·,1 Dr. Luna I. Mishoe assumed office on October 20. 1960, -the c.,J_lege 1v2; 

5 :. the pTocess of ma.'<ing a critical analysis of the total <ollege program for t~H'! 

pm-pose of determining what changes were needed to improve it. The College m'..J:.:.·~ 

\":~n.:inue to maJte improvements in the college program so that it can continue 1'.':: 

1r.a?.ntain a respectable place in the main stream of .American higher education. 

As an outgrowth of the self-evaluation study, in 1961-62, a Freshman Di-'.'~,, •. ·'.1"

ti..<. r~:r:riculum was instituted, a Freshman Aca~emic Advisol'Y Panel was estab'.i~~' ... ,.~d,> 

and t~e General Education Program was revised and expanded. 

In July, 1962s the full accreditation of the College was reaffirmed by the 

Coroission on Higher Education of the Middle.States Association. 

In 1963, the Summer Session was reestablished and in February 1 1964, an 

h1-.;ning School was established as an integral part of the college program. In 

1964-65. the Department of Education anrl Psychology was divided into two seps~e~e 

dejartments, the Department of Literature and Languages was separated into tha 

De;;1;-irtment of English and the Department of Foreign Languages, and the Depart1!'.:mt 

of Physical Sciences was separated into the Department of Chemistl'Y and the Depa~t· 

meht of Physics and ~stronomy. The COlfflseling Services were expanded, a new Place

ment Office established and a Reading Laboratory and Foreign Lenguage Laboratcry 

added in 1964•65. A Department of Art Education and a Department of Philoso!)hy 

w-:::~ ,;:·s.t :c.'!::: l i.5lhed i.n 1965-66. 

The student enrollment has increassd rapidly from three hundred eigijty~six 

{J%) s~!_,d~nts -in· 1960-61 to seven -hund:t~d sixty (760) students -i'R·,:1965..-66 •. The:-

t~tb :in, enro1!.ment has been du:e·p-rimarily to the iJicreaed tnceres't of hl:Rh,~~1 

{;;'}l.,tuat·es' 'in· obtaini·nf' a: :big:'!te-r:-~.n-ttM- ffld ~he, qua-lity of -clte ,AGtcler.ti~~g!:'81!1 

uf~~~ed at Delaware State College. 

To Eeet the increasing enrollment and the need for quality in higher educ~tion 

several pe:!'Soos holdi;-;g -e.:<c:: ::: .. ~;;.-.:·'.. -, ~",----~,:- w:-:~:c :-:!c'::e-:~ t~ ~--.-~ Cc,I~ei~ :fscuH:y in 

1964-65 and 1965-66. 

The physical plant of the College has continued "to expand. '.fhe improvements 

and additions made since 1960 include the complete renovation and expansion of the 



Col:og~ Dining Hall and Food Service .Atda ih i9&i, the erection of Lydia P. Law£ 

j;,;.03h;_ence Hall for -WOlften and a faculty cottage in 1963, and the constru.: :ion c,,:_: '::1": 

Science Ce~ter :ind four faculty cottages in 1964. A new Agriculture Buildin& i~ 

.::::n"~ntJ.:/ ·md~;.: constr-.iction, the at'chitectural plans for a new Hooe Economic,; ~~::.--::1 

Bt:$i.i.~es!; S<lucation Building and an addition to the College Dining Hall have b~-~:·· 

,~N:-flJ.e"tec., and plans for a Student Union Building are on the drawing board. !i'hc 

1t~t.'.l of Delaware has been generous in its appropriations to Delaware State C9:J e::~ 

d~1.:.ng Dr. Mishoe 's administration. 

A Cont?uting Laboratory was equipped in 1964-6S and provisions have been me.ti::: 

f0r the production of Education Television Programs in 1965-66. 

Publications of the college faculty include works in literature, social • • 

s".":i ~::1.ces » the natural sciences and mathematics. 

The graduates of the College are serving in vario-us fields of endeavor tk:0i.:;~··

out the nation and the world. Approximately fifty-eight per cent (58%) of tl" 

g"!'ad.;;.ates aTe in the field of teaching. Others are eaployed in industry and 

:,;..-\emmental agencies. A few are serving in foreign countries in such programs es 

the Peace Corps~ International Y. M. C . A. • teaching and the Amed Fot'ces • 

The governing board <,f the College from 1960 to the pi:·~ent time has compris'3d 

John N. McDowell of Wilmington, President; Thelma M. Young ~f Wiliningtcn,·'ilice-r~esi

der:t·. Harold H. Keller of Laurel, Secretary; Mrs. Edmund N. Carpenter. II of Wil.n

intt~t1.; Edward w. Hagemeyer of Wilmington; Harold Schmittinger of Dover; James H. 

W:.lliams of Dover; Oliver Short of Lewes fror.i 1960-61; James W. w. Baker of Geu:·ge

town from 1961 to the oresent; Asher 8. Carey of Selbyville from 1960-62; Willi@ll. 

G. Dix of Bridgeville from 1962 to the present; Howard C. Stevenson of Dover from 

1960~64; James C. Har,dcastle of Dover from 1964 to ~he present; Bernard Young of 

Mil ford from 1960 -64 ; and Wal ton H. Simpson of Camden from 1964 to the present • 

During President Mishoe 's adtiind.st:ra~ion,,. the affairs of the College have been 

adR,i,11stelte4·· by, .. a (!or,~ eientiou:s.c. Blt4 -able Boazr.d of Trustees a11-1bthe Co lJ ege h~ "-:,en 

served by a highly trained, loyal. dedicated group of scholars. 

Nuxtu:-ed and sustained by the dreams~ labors and sacrifices ~f fifty.a.even • ' 

trustees• eight administrators, hundreds of teacheTS and thousands of friends ,w jr 

the past seventy-five years, Delaware State College stands today as a monument t.o 

those who desired to establish a fj.rst ::::lt~ it:.':":Ht;~:1,,:,r- of hfgher learni~g dedica• 

ted to the education of all men. 
'--

"Seventy-Five Years of Faith. Hope and Progress-11
; the theme of this centennial 

year aptly describes the history of Delaware State College. Born at a time when 

higher education for Negroes was an exception rather than the rule. the Delaware 



State College had difficult days ind~tl during iU eui, years. - ttmes • dur::.ng 

its midd!e years I it had cloudy and stomy days. Once the College had an oppc:·'.:ti..'l

i ty to really deve lop, it did not take long to make it a first rate ins ti tuti o.,:, of 

higher ll:'P-~ing. 

l'.'he.t has been accomplished in reaching this goal appears in the recor<! c: ·'.;· . 

i~~-t: seventy- five years. What t he future holds fOT Delaware State College r e.-u: 

with the State. But. come what inay, as Delaware State College enters the fir.~-~

qusr::er of its first century of existence, the Board of Trustees ~ administrati011, 

fa.culty and alumni a~ giving careful consideration to the long-range plans of ~;17~ 

C~llege and looking forward to new frontiers of academic achievement. 

As 'the St~te of belawa-re adva.."lces on all fronts . and as its population Si)i:!:.-;.l 

p~~~~eds. it oec:omes t remendously clear that Dela.ware State College must conti nue 

t ,:: play a significant role i n providing the multifarious educat.ional opportwi~·'..•t s 

wlii ~, wi 11 he required by the citi zens of the immedi at. e community, the State , :.. --:: 

~a t.~~~. and i ndeed the world. 


