0 n ic inso
ects

- elly Jr.,
‘Heads Newly Organized
"Friends of Old Mansion

The recently organized Friends of
the John Dickinson Mansion, a so-
ciety dedicated to familiarizing
Delawareans with the life of Dick-
inson, and promoting interest in his
former home near Dover, have
elected Justice James M. Tunnell,
Jr., of Georgetown as president.

Justice Tunnell, associate on the
Supreme Court of Delaware, was
elected at a recent meeting of the
organization in Legislative Hall,
Dover, Other officers are:

Mrs. Charles L. Reese, Jr., Wil-
mington, and former Chancellor W.
‘W. Harrington, Dover, vice pres
idents; ' Mrs. William A. Worth,
Wilmington, secretary-treasurer.

The directors aie: Theodore Mar-
vin, Kennett Square; Mrs. George
R. Miller, Jr., Frederica; Mrs. Lau-
rence N. Thomas, Wilmington, and
Gov, Elbert N. Carvel, ex-officio,
Laurel, . -

America in the State of Delaware
for the purchase of the John Dick-
inson mansion automatically become
members of the society. Mrs. Reese
is chalrman of the historic activities
committee of the Colenial Dames
*vhich is in ¢harge of the fund,



$1,546 onated for urchase
f ohn ickinson’s Silver

A total of $1,546 has heen con- Dr, and Mrs. H, Clay Reed of
tributed or pledged toward the Newark have presented to the mane
purchase of John Dickinson's silver slon a rare book entitled “Sketch
coffee pot it was announced today
by Mrs. William A, Worth of Green-  Se¢e¢ SILVER—Page 4, Col. 8
ville, Del.,, who i3 treasurer of the
Frlends of the John Dickinson Man-
sion, Inc., and is also serving as
treasurer of the fund raising drive.

The ‘largest portion of the fund
has been contributed by friends of
the late John Marshall Phillips, in )
memory of the director of the : S‘l
Winterthur Museum and director of - ver
the Yale Art Museum, who died this
month,

Mrs. Worth said one contributor,
who wishes to remain anonymous,
pledged a sufficient sum to purchase
John Dickinson's silver tray, for
which funds are also being sought,

Another donor, Mrs. Edna T.

Franklin, has offered to contribute
a pair of Philadelphia tea tongs to
accompany the silver pot and tray
when they are acqulred for the John
Dickinson Mansion,

Jl Eu F._’ /‘/‘/"’,7y 9,”/‘ /"v,"«//v‘s

of his lifetime.



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATTION

FRIENDS OF THE JOHN DICKINSON MANSION, INCORPORATED

Formed to aid in the restora-
tion, maintenance, and ex-
tension of public interest in
the John Dickinson Mansion.

Mrs. WILLIAM A, WORTH
Sectetary - Treasurer
Greenville, Delaware

PLEASE ENROLL ME AS A REGﬁLAR MEMBER OF THE
FRIENDS OF THE JOHN DICKINSON MANSION.

ENCLOSED IS $2.00 FOR THIS ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP,
YOURS VERY TRULY,

Name .

City and State

Street Address o
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George Mason’s Eighteenth Century Home
" Has Been Restored and Reopened
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Immediate efforts should be made to acquaint
the members of the Legislature with the general public
interest in the restoration work at the John Dickinson
Mansion near Dover. Built by his father, Judge Samuel
Dickinson in 1740, the house was in recent years neglected
and would have soon deteriorated to the point of destruc-
tion, Public-sSpirited citizens throughout the State,
realizing that the home of one of the great founders of
our Country and "the Penman of the Revolution" would be
lost to posterity, generously contributed the sum of
$25,000 to the State for the purchase of the property and
to make it weathertight.

The donors of this fund confidently expect that
the authorities of the State in accepting this gift will
appropriate sufficient funds to restore the Mansion and
open it to the public as an historic shrine., The agency
of the State charged with the custody of the John Dickinson
Mansion is the State Archives Commission, The Commission
had Senate Bill 327 introduced to appropriate the sum of
$25,000 for the restoration and furnishing of this historic
site. There is danger that the bill may be lost unless its
passage is urged. Will you please write or telephone to
your Senator and Representative advocating the passage of

Senate Bill 327.
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Law Offices
of
MORRIS, STEEL, NICHOLS & ARSHT
Du Pont Building

Wilmington 41, Delaware

April 16, 1952

George Fisher, Esq.
Dover
Delaware

Vear George:

Mrs. C. L. Reese, Jr., has advised me that she has
spoken to you on one or more occasions concerning the
possibility of the Colonial Dames purchasing the John
Dickinson Mansion and giving it to the State of Delaware
in the care of the Archives Commission for repair and
ultimate restoration.

It has occurred to me that before any proposal is
made by the Colonial Dames to the Commission it should be
in such form as will meet with the approval of the Commis-
sion. With thilis end in view I am enclosing a draft of a
proposal which I have prepared for the Colonial Dames to
send to the Commission. I should appreciate it if you
will review the enclosure at your convenience and advise
me whether if it is sent to the Commission you will
recommend its approval. If you have any suggestions
concerning the form or the substance of the proposal, I
wish you would telephone me collect so that we can clear
the matter at the earliest possible time.

From the standpoint of the Commission, does it make
any difference whether the present owner of the Mansion
conveys title directly to the Commission or whether title

is conveyed to the Colonial Dames and by it reconveyed to
the Commission? I am inclined to believe that 1 prefer the

latter procedure if thls is acceptable to you.

Sincerely yours,

EDS gmw E. D. STEEL, JR.

Enclosure
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April 25, 1952

Edwin D, Steel, Jr., Esq.,
duPont Building,
Wilmington 41, Delaware.

Vear Ed:

I received your letter of April 24 enclosing
copy of a letter addressed to Mrs. Henry Ridgely,
President of the Public Archives Commission, concern-
ing the John Dickinson Mansion.

I thought perhaps a meeting of the Commission
would be called to conslider the proposals contained
in the letter but I have not received any notice of
such a meeting. I cannot speak for the whole Com-
mission but so far as I am concerned I think the
property should be deeded to the Colonial Dames and
after enough money has been collected to make the
necessary repairs it should be conveyed to The State
of Delaware, In Trust as you suggest, elther 'in the
deed or by a separate agreement. Personally I think
a separate agreement would be sufficient. The other
proposals are satisfactory to me.

Sincerely yours,

GMF : mhm



(COPY)

Mrs. Henry Ridgley, President
Public &rchives Commission
Dover, Delaware

My dear Mrs. Ridgley:

For the past three months a committee of our Society
has been engaged in raising a fund for the purchase and
preservation of the John Dickinson Mansion and approximately
ten acres contiguous thereto near Dover, with the end in
view of giving it to the State of Delaware in the custody
of the Archives Commission.

The purchase price of the Mansion will be $15,500.

It 1s estimated that by the expenditure of an additional
$9,500 the Mansion can be made water-tight. The restoration
itself will, of course, entail the gxpenditure of a
substantial additional amount. To date we have in hand

$  and pledges belleved to be readily collectible

of $__“ﬂﬂﬂ_;_.

On April 3 a meeting of the contributors and of the
Historic Activities Committee of the Society was held, at
which time it was decided that the Archives Commission should
be informed of our plans and the approval of the Commission
requested. It was likewise decided that a society should
be formed to be called the Friends of the John Dickinson
Mansion which would help to kéep alive the interest in the
Mansion and to spread knowledge of John Dickinson and his

importance to the State and the Nation.



Subjecf to the approval of the Archives Commission,. we
propose:

1. To purchase the Mansion and to make payment therefor
in full. The deed obtained from the present owner would
either name the State as the grantee or, if it seemed
desirable from a legal standpoint, the Society 1tself might
obtain title to the property in the first instance and then
reconvey it to the State.

2.  To turn ove£ to the State, simultaneously with the
conveyance of the Mansion, such funds as the Society then
has in hand so that repairs can be begun at once.

%. To turn over to the State for the repair of the Mansion
such additional funds as are from time to time collected by the
Society. It is the intention of the Society to continue with
the solicitation of funds until an aggregate of $25,000 has
been raised, including the amount thus far collected and
pledged. '
. 4. To provide either in the deed to the State, or by
a separate agreement of trust to be entered into with_the
State, that: l

(a) The Mansion shall be held by the State in trust
in perpetuity, and all money currently or subsequently
‘donated to the State for the repair, restoration aﬁd maintenance
of the Mansion shall likewise be held in trust and expended for

those purposes.



(v) In the repair, restoration, maintenance and
utilization of the Mansion, the Archives Commission shall
consult and advise with an advisory committee of seven
persons consisting of one person appointed by each of the
following: the President of the University of Delaware,
the Board of Directors of the Winterthur Museum, the
Historical Society of Delaware and the Friends of the John
Dickinson ¥ansion Society, and three persons appointed by,
or appointed or selected in such manner as the aforementioned
four persons shall determine.

Won't you kindly advise us as promptly as possible
whether you are willing to accept title to the Mansion and
to the monies referred to, upon the foregoing terms.

Very sincerely yours,

Chairman .
HISTQRIC ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

If you are willing to accept title to the Mansion and
to accept the funds referred to upon the foregolng terms
and conditions, won't you kindly so indicate by signing the
attached copy of this letter.

PUBLIC ARCHIVES COMMISSION

B aaeatias - |

President



P. 0 Box 710
Dover, Delaware

May 27, 1952

Mr, Harold Donaldson Eberlein
2201 Che tnut 8tre t
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Dear Mr Eberlein:

At our m eting on Sunday I caught glimpses of you
from time to time but you were either engag d or I was busy
with some of the loecal d tails so that I did not have an
opportunity to talk with you. I remember on a previous
visit to Dover when you brougpt Charles Peterson with you to
see the Dickinson Hous that you describ d in detail to him
the unusual architectural features of the windows of that
House. I am hoping that you still remember those details
and will send me a note of what you said, as e would like to
pr serve this important iInformation pertaining to the House.

¥We will soon begin planning our restoration and
any other thoughts which you may send us regarding this
project would be most helpful, I assure you.

Cordially yours,

Director



JAMES H.HUGHES III
ATTORNEY AT LAW

DOVER, DELAWARE

May 28, 1952

Mrs. C, L. Reese, Jr
P. 0, Box 1086
Wilmington, Dglaware

Dear Mrs. Reese:

Because of my Father's illness he
is not able to attend to the affalrs
of the K County Bar oclation.

I am ref ing your let of May 27

to Mr. J B. Hutton, Vice-President
a 1 to call a meeting to
c r or contribution to the
b o on Fund.
Very t

7(

Jame s

JHH : jw



Reel #147 Volume S-15, page 429 .
Grantor: National Bank of Germantown & Trust Co., Phila.,

Executor & Trustee under will of Marie Dickinson

Logan, (Died Feb., 12, 1939)

Grantee: Chas, L. Terry, Jr.

All that certain farm or tract of land situated in
St., Jones Neck in East Dover Hundred ... on the road from
Dover to the Delaware Bay at Kitts Hummoek, bounded by lands
formerly of John J. Connors ( & others) ... containing about
225 acres besides the marsh; ...

Beginning at a stone on the southerly side of the
hard surface public road leading from Dover to Kitts Hum-
mock aforesald b iIng the southwest corner of this tract:
thence running in a southerly direction six degrees sixteen
minutes west nine hundred and twenty-eight feet, ... to an-
other stone in a small ditch, thence running south sixty de-
grees thirty-three minutes west four hundred and eighty five
feet; thence down and with the meanderings of a largé ditch
e o« in a southerly direction until 1t meets a large gutt
thence still in a southerly direction until said gut meets
the 8t. Jones Creek, approx., a distance of 3600 feet from
said small ditch: thence in an easterly direction along the
meanderings of said creek approx 7218 feet to‘a point ...
thence north twelve degrees PBast 5874 feet to a fence post
in said hard surface road ., . thence north 60 degrees 45
minutes west along sald road 2441 feet to the place of begin-

ning ‘and containing 342 acres and 123/1000 of an acre ...



Reel #1856

.«s Being land conveyed unto J. Dickinson Sargent ... May 2,
1872 .

The improvements thereon being the historical brick
mansion of the late Honorable John Dickinson, deceased, stables,
barns and other outbuildings ..

o Dated Sept. 21, 1940

Volume R-16, page 242 Deed dated Aug, 25, 1944
Grantor: Chasz, L. Terry, Jr ($14,250.)
Grantee: Alford T. Moore |

All that land ... situated in St. Jones Neck in East
Dover Hundred ..., containing about 225 acres besides the
marsh, at a stone on the southerly side of the
hard surface public road leading from Dover to Kitts Hummock
being the southwest corner of this tract; thence in a southerly
direction 68 degrees 16 minutes West 928 feet ... to another
stone in a small ditch, thence running south 60 degrees 33
minutes west 485 feet to a corner for this land .., thence
down and with the meanderings of a large diteh ... in a
southerly direction until 1t meets a large gut, thence still
in a southerly direction until said gut meets the St, Jones
Creek approximately a distance of 2600 feet from said small
diteh, thence in an easterly direction along the meanderings
of ;aid Creek approximately 7218 feet to a point, thence
north 12 degrees East 5874 feet to a2 fence post in said hard
surface road ,.,. thence north 60 degrees 45 minutes west along

sald road 2441 feet to the place of beginning and containing

-



_Reel #175

approximately 342 acres,

Grantor:

Grantee:

Alford T, Moore

Island Farm Inc.



the family at Jones Neck, and the Marylend-Delaware-Philadelphia
life. But I do have one other speech that ought to be given

in Delaware, and that is NewCastle Town as the Navel Head-
quarters, in 1797-1800. It is a good talk, which arises

from the Anne Carson material, and if there is some occasion

of the Historical Society in the spring — the late spring —
of next year when they are hard up for a speaker, and want

a NewCastle subgect, you may think I might be able to fill

a need. If so, let me know.

Isn't it too bad Dickinson retreated within him-
self in his last years, so that he becomes impossible to
write about? Oh, well « o

Affectionate regards,

Faithfully yours,

C%pww (3t



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Independence National Historical Park Project
014 Custom louse
4,20 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia 6, Pa.

Aurust 5, 1952

Mr. Leon de Valinger, Jr.
State Archivist of Delaware
Dover, Delaware

Dear Mr. de Valinger:

We recently were requested by our Regional Office to have
our Mr. Charles E. Peterson, Resident Architect, ret in touch with you
in response to a request which you had addressed to Mr. Elbert Cox,
Reglonal Director, Richmond, Virginia, on July 1) for advisory assist-
ance in connection with the Dickinson House at St. Jones Creek, Kent
County, Delaware.

As Mr. Peterson no doubt informed you at the time he and
Mr. Lipari of this office visited and consulted with you on July 30,

he departe an extended Europe it. Before he ted,
he to my a on the draft of a recommendatio ch
he d had b viewed with you on 30. These rec a=-
tion and sugpestions which were reported t been consider

discussed between yourself and Mr. Peterson are noted as follows:

1 The documents you have recently located relalive to the
fire of 180l are very valuable in understanding the structure as it now

exdsts. It i1s quite hat the upper part of the house built by
Judge Sanuel Dickinso 1735 -~- with its "peaks" front and back
and the third floor r th garret above -- was of a distinctly

different character. The informally arranged openings in the rear,
set in English bond brick walls are definitely pre-Ceorgian in fecling.
The old roof lines seen in the attic¢ of Addition No. 1 are also re-
mains of earlier structures not readily understandable.

2. As I believe you suggested, the most practicable date
for restoration is the 1805 period after the fire. The house as it
now stands has been little changed since that time. The interior trim
is almost complete for that period. It seems quite evident from
Dickinson's letter of April L, 180L, that the house had been completely

gutted during the fire
3, It seems certain that there is not room in the old house

for quarters for a custodian and public comfort station facilities too.
For that reason I would pull off Addition No. 2, even though it has a



-2 =

certain picturesqueness. It is so far gone that it cannot be stabilized
writhout considerable expense.

i . As to new buildings: They could be conjectural restorations
o0f old strnctures now ~onee. AS you point out, in an old but undated docu-
ment, Dickinson had 25 negroes. That indicates a large farm layout with
onite a Few eutbmildines. 1f the prounds were systematically trenched,
“oundations would probably vrove the locations of these buildings, which
sonld, be roconstructed. Perhaps it would be better in the end to build
them in a frankly modern style at a decent distance from the old house,
especially since there seéms to be no old farm groups to study for
precedent.

5. In any case, I would (a) carefully pull off the two porches
and cut down the nearby weeds so as > allow an unimpeded view; (b) prime
paint all old woodwork now weathering fast; and (c) prepare a careful set
of meusured drawinss as the basis for the restoration studies. A full
et of the latter should be made - not only for the guidance of the
mechanics but for the approval of the variousparties concerned with the
nromotion. The drawings would show clearly the proposed work on paper so
as to avoid misunderstandings which could otherwise develop.

6. The present main cornice, front and rear, is a later replace-
ment and out of character. A new one should be designed, using precedent
from nearby houses of the period - in case old photographs or other data
are not found. It would seem worth while to conduct an extensive campaign
to locale such mterial,

7. Tt takes a great deal of time to really study an old build- '
in and to understand it. The above recommendations should be evaluated,
knowine that the writer has seen the house only twice (very briefly at
that) and is not familiar with Delaware architecture.

As has been previously suggested to Senator Frear and yourself
by representatives of the National Park Service, it is believed that ‘
efforts Ly you to arrange for the employment of a local architect to carry
out, restoration work on the house would be the logical procedure to follow
thile Mr. Peterson and possibly other members of our staff would be happy
to assist with occasional consyltation and advice, the pressure of their
dutics hero nrevents them from being able to consider spending time in
connection withh actunl on site supervision or carrying out of the plans
whieli he i 'ht be ol assistance in helping you develop.

Mr. Peterson expects to return about the middle of September and
if his advisory services are desired subsequent to that date, it would
be appreciated if you would get in touch with us.

Very truly yours

e

0. Anderson
Superintendent
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We recently were requested by our Regional Office to have
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certain picturesqueness. It is so far gone that it cannot be stabilized
without considerable expenses

L. .As to new buildings: They could be conjectural restorations
of old structures now fone. AS you point out, in an old but undated docu-
ment, Dickinson had 25 negroes. That indicates a large farm layout with
rite a few ontbmildings. Lf the grounds were systematically trenched,
foundations would probably prove the locations of these buildings, which
could be reconstructed. Perhaps it would be better in the end to build
them in a frankly modern style at a decent distance from the old house,
especially since there seéms to be no 0old farm groups to study for
precedent.

5. In any case, I would (a) carefully pull off the two porches
and cut down the nearby weeds so as > allow an unimpeded view; (b) prime
paint all old woodwork now weathering fastj and (¢) prepare a careful set
of meusured drawings as the basis for the restoration studies. A full
set of the latter should be made - not only £ the guidance of the
mechanics but for the approval of the various ties concerned with the
promotion. The drawings would show clearly the proposed work on psper so
as to avoid misunderstandings which co d otherwise develop.

6. The present main cornice, front and rear, is a later r
ment and out of character. A new one should be designed, using prec
from nearby houses of the period - in case old photographs or other data
are not founde Tt would seem worth while to conduct an extensive campaiga
to locate such material.

7. Tt takes a great deal of time to really study an old build- '
ins and to understand it. The above recommendations should b evaluated,
knowing that the writer has seen the house only twice (very briefly at
that) and is not familiar with Delaware architecture.

As has been previously suggested to Senator Frear and yourself
by representatives of the National Park Jervice, it is believed that .
efforts by you to arrange for the employment of a local architect to carry
out restoration work on the house would be the logical procedure to followe
While Mr. Peterson and possibly other members of our staff would be happy
to assist with occasional consyltation and advice, the pressure of their
dutics herc prevents them from being able to consider spending time in
connection with actual on site supervision or carrying out of the plans
which he wi--ht be of assistance in helping you develop.

Mr. Peterson expects to return about the middle of September and
if his advisory services are desired subsequent to that date, it would
be appreciated if you would get in touch with us.

Very truly yours

. 0. Anderson
Superintendent
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November 6, 1952

Dr. John H, Po ell
5721 Morri Btreet
Philad lphia , Pennsylvania

Dear Jack:

I was certainly pleased to receive your letter of
November 1 but you re too hard ¢h yourself regarding the 4 ay
in replying to my letter, It was only after I had 1itten to you
that I 1 arned of your trip to Io } consequently I knew you ould

I'geAtL cay
respond when you returned and there a§ the opportunity to do 80,
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1 November, 1952
Dear Leon,

This letter is a shame-faced answer to yours
of the twenty-third -- not the twenty third of October,
but of July. I am filled with the miasmas of guilt. When
I returned from Iowa, your letter was already a month
old, and having neglected it so long, by my ahsence, it
became easier and easier to let it slip to the bottom
of the pile.

I did write some Wilmington organisation, who
asked me to speak, and said how much would I charge, that
I would speak to them on John Dickinson (which was what
they wanted) and they could pay me &s much as they could
afford, and draw the cheque to you, to help you with the
expenses of the Dickinson mangion. I think it was the
colonial dames.

I do not have the inustructicns of Dickinson to
hig carpenter or builder. Nor can I find anything about
the woodwork or furniture of the Jones Next mansion. I
did have the Logan Papers letter of April 30, 1804, which
you found.

Merien Carson has a Dickinson rug, which she
bought from Robert Logan. And Harry DuPont has Dickinsnn
furniture. But both were in the Wilmington house. A4s a
matter of cold fact, I don't seem to have anything that
would be helpful to you at-all.

But if' those people ask me to speak, I shall
have to go over all my notes again, and I shall ghen
pull out everything relating to the house and its use by
Samuel and John Dickinson that I can find.

I am in a period of my life when thousands of
people are asking me to do thousands of things besides
write John Dickinson. Next February first, I intend to
go away and hide, for at least thfee months, and put the
first draft of the book into shape. I am planning now
where and how to go. Between now end then, I hope to
be able to finish five articles on other subjects, and
two books, Anne Carson and Pat Lyon. Then my committmens
will be all discharged. Gosh, I am anxious to deal with
the Dickinson material, for it is the best stuff I shall
ever have, and the best subject, and the material I know
best.

Incidentelly, if the Delaware VYolonial Dames
or whoever they are ask me to speak, I shall talk on
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August 5, 1952

C. Pal r
th rica ompanies
O A Etr ¢

Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania
Dear r., Palmer:

1 m much obliged to you for your kindness in givin u
the infor tion contain 4 in your letter of July 29. e ere
pleased to have this information and e avalled ourselves of your
offer to mak a copy of the photo t ¢t and are ccordingly
returning your negative of this old surv y.

The information you sent us is helpful and 1 mueh

ppreciat 4, but e h d hoped that your records or subsequent
polici on his man ion in Jone MNeck, Kent County, Delaware,
might h ve given u more inform tion which would be of value to
us in making thi re toration.

Very truly yours,

State Archivist
LiaV-mb



INSURANCE COMPANY OF NORTH AMERICA
INDEMNITY INSURANCE COMPANY OF NORTH AMERICA

/600 /I PHILADELPHIA FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY

July 29, 1952

Mr. Leon de Valinger, Jr., State Archivist
State of Delaware
Dover, Delaware.

Dear Sir:

I have your letter of July 23, asking for any information
we might have relating to the John Dickinson Mansion near Dover.
We have examined what records we have and am sorry to state that we
find no letters addressed to Mr. Charles Pettit, President of our
Company at that time, relating to this property, as most of our old
records have, unfortunately, been disposed of.

We did, however, turn up a record of policy #3090, dated
December 29, 1803, which you have in your possession. We also turned
up records on the following policies:-

December 29, 1803 - Policy #3088 - John Dickinson, Boruugh of Wilmirgton,
$1,000. on 1 story frame house, situate in Jones Neck, Dover Hundred,

Kent County and State of Delaware, to the northeastward of the road from

Dover +to the Bayside, formerly in the tenure of Josiah Wharton, 3 yrs. $27.67.

December 29, 1803 - Policy #3089 - John Dickinson, Borough of Wilmington,
$1,000. on 1 story frame house situate in Jones Neck, Dover Hundred,

Kent County and State of Delaware to the southwestward of the road from
Dover to the Bayside, formerly in the temure of Jenkins Murphy and Charles
Murphy, 3 years $26.67.

December 29, 1803 - Policy #3091 - John Dickinson, Borough of Wilmington,
$1,000. on 2 story stone dwelling, house situate in Brandywine Hundred,

County of New Castle and State of Delaware, about 2 miles and 1/2 from
Wilmington, on the east side of Concord Road near the junction of that road

and Foulk Road, formerly in the terure of William Little dut now in the tenure of
Daniel Chapman.

December 29, 1803 - Policy #3092 - John Dickinson, Borough of Wilmington,
$2,000. on 2 storey stone dwelling, north side of the Philadelphia road, in
Brandywine Hundred, County of New Castle and State of Delaware, sbout 1/ mile
from the village at Brandywine Bridge, fromerly in the termre of Charles
Henry Whatton, now John Wethered

December 29, 1803 - Policy #3093 - John Dickinson, Borough of Wilmington,
$2,000. on 2 story brick dwelling house and brick kitchen, adjoining, formerly
occupied by Jesse Harris as an Im, but now by John Elliott.



(2)
July 29, 1952

I also found an original copy of an old survey of part of the

Br Creek, dated J 14, 1797, and attached herewith please
fi tostatle copy o , which I though might be of interest
historically. If you wish to make a o this photostat y o
so, and I would appreclate the re mm o when you are thr h
1t.

Regretting that I am unable to give you any further informatioen,
I anm
P:M C. A« Palmer.

Enc.
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272 H. TREVOR COLBOURN July

may, by imprudence, be enlarged to an incurable rage.”® At another
time, in a more metaphorical mood, he warned against rashly ventur-
ing “our /ittle vessel . . . upon the midst of the untry’d deep, without
being first fully convinced that her make is strong enough to bear the
weather she may meet with, and that she is well provided for so long
and so dangerous a voyage.”* '

Dickinson’s inherent conservatism made him appear almost
Hamlet-like in his moments of indecision, and many of his friends
were baffled and distressed by his extreme concern for prudence and
seemingly illogical hesitation. Benjamin Rush is well known for his
belief that “Prudence, where Aonor was concerned, was a rascally
virtue,” and John Adams’ caustic comments about Dickinson’s
“piddling genius” were even less kind.® Yet the really remarkable
feature of John Dickinson was less his reluctance to take decisive
steps than his willingness to consider movement at all. His enormous
commitment to stability, to the preservation of property, his per-
sonal disinclination to radical change, are less puzzling than his
emergence as a leading figure in the American revolutionary drama.
Immensely active in stirring opposition to British policy as repre-
sented in the Stamp Act and the Townshend duties, by 1776 Dickin-
son had become one of the most popular and famous of the con-
tributors to the literature of revolution. And yet he could not and
would not sign the final announcement of separation from England;
although, once independence was proclaimed, he fought actively to
make the new nation a victorious reality.

Obviously, John Dickinson came from a different political mold
from that of a Sam Adams or a Thomas Jefferson. He was essentially
a conservative sort of a rebel, a rather reluctant revolutionary whose
adherence to his own political logic and conviction in 1776 cost him
most of the popularity accumulated during the previous decade. It is
this apparent ambivalence, this seemingly unnatural combination of
conservative and radical, which is of immediate concern; and it is
suggested that at least a partial explanation for the political enigma
of John Dickinson can be found in an understanding of his historical
perspective—a feature of his intellectual biography that has been

3 The Writings of John Dickinson, ed. by Paul Leicester Ford (Philadelphia, 1895), 326,
hereinafter cited as Writings, ed. Ford.

4 I4id., 34.

5 Letters of Benjamin Rush, ed. by L. H. Buttetfield (Princeton, N.J., 1951), I, 342; Works
of John Adams, ed. by Charles Francis Adams (Boston, 1851), II, 411 (note).
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sadly neglected. Even the briefest review of his r nary writing
indicates a wealth of historical allusion, a sincere for the past,
progression.

John Dickinson was not trained or educated to be a historian; yet
even had he wished to be, it is significant that his education could

able to furnish him the best of legal training.
he

P 1.:0
in
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le.nt p'opularity to history, even phi s like John Locke gave
historical study a personal seal of a by recommending it as

into an age when there was wide agreement upon history’s merits as
p ) . . o
the exhaustible mine out of which political knowledge is brought

greatest popularity. The varyingly accurate scholarship of the short-
lived Society of Antiquaries under James I, and the extended activi-
ties of Sir Edward Coke gave immense stimulation to English interest
in common law, an explanation for which can be seen in Coke’s
patient but exhausting investigation of the ancient origins of com-
mon law and its evident historical seniority over royal prerogative.
From here it was not far to the assertions of politically-minded
lawyers that part and parcel of England’s ancient legal system had

7 John Locke, Some Thoughts Concerning Education, ed. by R. H. Quick (Cambridge, 1892),
150

8 g—lenry St. John, Viscount Bolingbroke, Letters on the Study and Use of History (London,
1752), 14

© James Burgh, Political Disquisitions (London, 1774), I, vi.
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been a House of Commons with rights infinitely superior to the pre-
tensions of the Stuart kings.?

Since lawyers of necessity co
scholars a century after Coke w

very fountains of English law,
and the Germans as recorded
ticular attention to the legal practices of “our own Saxon princes.”
A conscientious and responsive student of law, Dickinson fully met

this ent, and consequently met with and accepted a view
of E past which substantially eased his road to revolution,
’s historic
to study

his first serious encounter with his
entered John Moland’s law office.
London’s Inns of Court, and as one of Pennsylvania’s few distin-
guished lawyers at that time as duced his young student
to the rigors and mysteries of utes as well as the back-
ground of the sevente
from Moland’s office
the Middle Temple. In London
typical tourist, smitten
tutions to his father, Di
alks “frequ
cted, he wa
imself had

finesse of the Norman Lawyers.” See The Com-

ilbert Chinard (B Md., 1926), 192-193.

Jokn Dickinson, 1 (Philadelphia, 1891),
19—20,
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of the authorities respected by Dickinson. Like most of his legal
generation, Dickinson was raised on the inherited wisdom of Sir
Edward Coke, who in turn referred his readers to his own authorities,
such as the fabulous Mirror of Justices and the Modus Tenendi
Parliamentum, books which completely supported Coke’s conclusions
on the antiquity of both common law and Parliament. Admittedly
these sources would be discounted by modern scholars as utterly
unreliable,® but the issue of the historical accuracy of Coke or his
supporters is somewhat irrelevant to the question of what was avail-
able to Dickinson. After all, even Blackstone accepted most of Coke’s
legal interpretations, redigesting much of the Institutes into the more
palatable Commentaries, which Dickinson owned by 1769, five years
after purchasing Blackstone’s .Law Tracts.!®

Dickinson, however, was reading books of a more immediate his-
torical complexion in his student days. He was already acquainted
with the best-seller, Rapin’s History of England, by 1756, when he
was citing it in letters to his mothet.? He made occasional notes in his
sparsely filled commonplace books, disclosing a persistent interest in
the writings of Robert Molesworth, Bolingbroke, and Tacitus, and
his fortunate habit of footnoting his published work confirms his
indebtedness to these authors. In fact, Dickinson’s footnoting
amounted almost to a mania, with notes written upon other notes,
nearly obscuring the original text material. Consequently, Dickinson
leaves little doubt as to the authors he most admired, and happily
other sources survive to demonstrate in greater detail his historical
awareness.

While there is no known library list, there are many books from
Dickinson’s original collections currently reposing in such Phila-
delphia institutions as the Historical Society of Pennsylvania and the
Library Company. Indeed, it seems likely that the impressive hold-

18 William S. Holdsworth, 4 History of English Law (London, 1938), 11, 328; V, 459; Sir
Edward Coke, Reports (London, 1738), Preface. For example, referring to Parliament, William
Hakewell’s Modus Tenendi Parliamentum (London, 1671), n. p., told the reader that “This
great council hath been always held to be the Bulwark of our liberties, the main boundary and
bank which keeps us from the inundations of tyrannical power.”

19 The first edition of Blackstone’s Commentaries was published 1765-1769, and Dickinson
received a bill for volume three from David Hall on Jan. 26, 1769. Logan Papers, XXXIV, 34,
Historical Society of Pennsylvania (HSP). A bill for Blackstone’s Law Tracts (Oxford, 1762)
came from David Hall, Sept. 6, 1763, i4id., XXXIV, 11.

20 Dickinson to his mother, June 6, 1756, Dickinson Manuscripts, Lib, Co.
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ings of “Franklin’s Library” were frequently used by Dickinson
while he was practicing law and politics in Philadelphia. He pur-
chased a share in the Library Company in 1762, and within a year
was elected to a directorship.?! The known contents of the Library
(?ompany in the 1760’s were both heavily historical and almost con-
sistently whig in interpretation.? Dickinson also enjoyed convenient
access to another library quite as remarkable in its way—the collec-
tion of Isaac Norris, Jr., Dickinson’s father-in-law. Most of this
library was inherited by Dickinson, and later donated to his college
at (.:atrlisle.23 What is known of the historical content of the collection
1n.dlc'ates a similar viewpoint to that of the Library Company’s and
D1cklpson’s own history books. In 1752, for example, Norris was
ordering Mackworth’s The Uindication of the Right of the Commons
and Petyt’s The eAncient Right of the Commons, books completely ir:
acc01:d. with the historical assumptions of such later Dickinson
acquisitions as Catherine Macaulay’s History of England and James
Burgh’s famous Political Disquisitions.?*

With such detailed information available on Dickinson’s historical
education, there is afforded an extraordinary opportunity to recon-
struct just what Dickinson was persuaded had happened in his own
past. By looking at the books that he read, cited, owned, and recom-
mended, the actual historical perspective enjoyed by Dickinson can
be re-created: such a reconstruction lends a fresh significance to his
own frank admission that “I spend a good deal of [my time] in a
library, which I think the most valuable part of my small estate.”’2

) 21. Deed, June 30, 17762, signed by Abram Taylor, who was paid £17 for his share sold to
chkmson, Logan Papers, VIII, 63, HSP; Dickinson to his mother, Mar. 4, 1763, Maria
Dickinson Logan Manuscripts (Miscellaneous), HSP. ’ ’

'22 Edwi‘n Wolf 2nd, “The First Books and Printed Catalogues of the Library Company of
Philadelphia” PMHB, LXXVIII (1954), 45—70; see also The Charter, Laws, and Catalogue of
Boow,g.r‘,I of the é“;&r;;lynCompany of Philadelphia (Philadelphia, 1770). ’

ames W, Phillips, “The Sources of the Origin icki i »
P sty iginal Dickinson College Library,” Penn-

24 List of books ordered by Isaac Norris, Jr., for the use of the Pennsylvania Assembly.
Mar. 1.6,‘ 1752, HSP. Few of Norris’ own history books survive, but this list would seem to re:
flect his interests. Norris’ copy of Paul Sarpi’s History of the Council of Trent, which discusses
“t.he practices of the court of Rotne, to hinder the reformation of their errours,” is found in the
Dickinson Collection, HSP. The Norris list of 1752 also included Thornhagh E}urdon’s History
of the High Court of Parliament (London, 1731), a copy of which was owned by Dickinson. See
Note 32. Dickinson’s copies of Burgh's Political Disquisitions (London, 1774-1775) .and
Macaulay’s History of England (London, 1769), donated by the authors, repose in HSP,

25 Writings, ed. Ford, 307. ’ -
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Books mattered to Dickinson, and history books particularly. What
they told him in turn informs deeply on his political thought and

action.

Not yet turned into a profession, history in Di ’s day was
far from the limited fields of specialization often ob today. But
if asked to name his main area of historical interest, undoubtedly
Dickinson would choose the history of England. Colonial concern for
the history of the mother country was natural enough, since English
history was properly an extension of America’s limited recorded past,
and at one time Dickinson threw modesty to the winds by asserting,
“I have acquired, I believe, a greater knowledge in history, and the
laws and constitution of my country, than is gen ned by
men of my class.”?® American reliance upon Engli law as
a basis for colonial law made Dickinson’s seeming immodesty a
rather logical consequence of his London education. But eighteenth-
century gentlemen were also well versed in the classics, which led to

a fairly intimate acquaintance with anc and R
history. Allusion to the classical past was ce to co
conversation, but for Dickinson, at least, ferences

more matters of simile and illustration than sources for vital informa-
tion and political persuasion. He could cheerfully turn to the con-
Greece p of Ma
for free arately,
in the records of Carthage, Rome,
lesson was one already learned
classical history: these were mer
that in unity there is strength,
is color. Of course, there were also occasions when Dickinson would
skillfully combine Roman with English history for similar purposes,
as with his observation that “Julius Caesar and Oliver Cromwell, did
not dare to assume the title of king.” But this, too, was to underline
the patent fact that “there are things, which, at some times, even
slaves will not bear.”’%8
There was one ancient
son’s admiration and alle

however, who claimed Dickin-
Roman, who supplied not only

26 J5id.
27 I3id., 492 fF.
28 [4id., 393-394-
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convenient instances of where “cach state resisted singly, a// were
subdued,” but even more persuasive information for students of
English history. Tacitus made a major contribution to Dickinson’s
historical outlook in preparing him for more recent commentators
upon the English scene. As a lawyer, Dickinson frequently turned to
Tacitus for details of the Germanic customs that constituted prece-
dents for English habits of government, and he praised the Roman
as an “excellent historian and statesman . . . whose political reflec-
tions are so justly and universally admired.”?® In Tacitus’ Germania
Dickinson found a fascinating portrait of his ancient German
ancestors, forefathers of the Saxons who emigrated from northern
Europe to England.®® This rare contemporary account of German
customs of free government was the common source for most of
Dickinson’s favorite historians who wrote on ancient English history;
Rapin was but one of many who cited Tacitus in presenting the same
general picture of liberty-loving German ancestors for the Anglo-
Saxon settlers of England.®® Almost all the pertinent historians con-
sulted by Dickinson echoed the praises of the noble Saxons and their
finest leader, King Alfred; and at least one historian of Parliament
reminded his reader that English common law “did visibly spring
from the old Saxon statutes.”’’

This concept of ancient Saxon England was the foundation for the
whig historical perspective offered Dickinson in his reading. Its
charms were not hidden, for it presented with a blatant pride a sort
of historical utopia, replete with liberty, representative government
with an annually elected House of Commons or its equivalent in the
Saxon witenagemote, kings who were often elected, and all defended
by a popular armed militia. But as Dickinson pursued the course of
England’s development, he discovered that the Saxon militia were
hardly up to their task of defending their freedom, since the Normans
came to England in 1066, bringing feudal tyranny with them. Sir
Henry Spelman, one of Dickinson’s most respected legal authorities,
insisted flatly that with the Norman conquest “all things resounded
with the feudal oppressions, which in the time of the Saxons had

29 I4id., 24.

30 Tacitus, Germania, ed. by Thomas Gordon (London, 1751), 11, 325, 362, passim.

31 Paul de Rapin-Thoytas, History of England, translated by N. Tindal (London, 1732-

1733), 1, 27, 46, 59.
32 Gurdon, History of Parliament, 1, ix, xiii.
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never been heard of.”’# And other writers told Dickinson that the
Norman conquest was really the product of craft and deceit, that the
noble freedom-loving Saxons were not defeated in a fair fight, and
therefore had not surrendered their rights and privileges.®* As a
result, Dickinson found post-conquest history generally depicted as
a persistent struggle by Englishmen for their ancient Saxon rights,
partly regained from King John with the signing of Magna Charta in
1215, and more substantially restored during the struggle with the
Stuarts in the seventeenth century. Dickinson was familiar with
Coke’s insistence that Magna Charta was “no new declaration,” but
was “for the most part declaratory of the principal grounds of the
fundamental laws of England.”?® And historians like the ever-popular
Rapin repeated the same theme, emphasizing that the Great Charter
merely began to reduce royal authority to the level obtaining among
the Saxons before the Normans came.®® Significantly, Dickinson’s
interest in Magna Charta was renewed in 1763, when he selected a
new edition of it from David Hall’s Philadelphia bookstore.”

Important and encouraging as Magna Charta appeared, Dickin-
son’s whig historians generally agreed that the seventeenth century
saw a high water mark in English restitution of ancient liberties.
Stuart history was to hold a lasting fascination for Dickinson, and
the views of his favorite writers on the period explain why. Catherine
Macaulay’s multivolume treatment of the Stuart dynasty was among
the later works studied by Dickinson, but her interpretation was not
essentially different from that offered by most whig writers. Called
“our incomparable female historian” by admiring colleagues,® Mrs.
Macaulay’s personal enthusiasm for the colonial cause did not reduce
her historical charms for American readers like Dickinson, to whom
she sent her more ardent pamphlets as her expression of esteem.
Certainly her attitude toward the Stuart princes of seventeenth-

83 Sir Henry Spelman, #orks, ed. by Edmund Gibson (London, 1723), Pt. I, 5.

84 Blackstone, Commentaries, 11, 45-53; Roger Acherley, Britannic Constitution (London,
1731), 168; Henry Care, English Liberties (London, 1680), 8-9. Widely read, Care’s work was
reprinted in Boston in 1721, and in Providence, R. I, in 1774.

86 Sir Edward Coke, Institutes of the Laws of England (London, 1681), II, “Proeme,” n. p.

86 Rapin, History of the Whigs and Tories, translated by Ozell (London, 1717), 13-14; also
included in Rapin’s History of England, where there is further comment on Magna Charta, I,

276.
37 Bill from David Hall to Dickinson, Sept. 6, 1763, Logan Manuscripts, XXXIV, 11, HSP.
38 Burgh, Disquisitions, 1, vii.
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century England was representative of more extreme whig opinion,
and passed beyond the stage of showing monarchs as mere men
rather than exalted symbols. Charles I, for example, she described
as a brutal tyrant, lewd, unchaste, and the father of “one or two
natural children.” She saw Cromwell in little better light, since he
used his standing inst the popular privileges so recently
wrested from Char after Cromwell had come the humiliat-

Bishop Burnet supplied Dickinson with a contemporary account of
Stuart misrule, telling how Jeffries” ““‘campaign” under James II led
to the h of some six hundred innocent people after Mon-
mouth’s e uprising.* And the faithful Rapin included the

concede James II was “more imprudent and arbitrary than his
predecessor.”® In this sort of historical context, the Revolution of
1688 was not hard to justify.

Theoretically, the succession of William and Mary to England’s
throne should have brought a return to Saxon liberties since this was
the chief objective of resistance to earlier Stuart kings. But most of
the writers consulted by Dickinson argued otherwise. Thomas
Gordon, the popular translator of Tacitus and Sallust, devoted his

39 Macaulay, of England, IV, 419, 422 (note); V, 215, 390.

40 Gilbert Bu story of His Own Time (London, 1850), 371-372. Dickinson’s edition
was probably that of 1724-1734. For his citations from Burnet, see the Essay on the Constitu-

tional Power of Great Britain (Philadelphia, 1774).
41 Burnet, History, 416.
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Charles II is not much different from conventional whig descriptions.
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surplus energies to publishing Cazo’s where with John
Trenchard he described to Dickinson t nt failure of eight-
w
in

sell the skins of all adulterers in the country; despite declining prices
for commercially cured human hide resulting from an anticipated
oversupply, it was thought that more revenue would accrue than
from unjust taxes on the American colonies.*s

Dickinson was thus given a disturbing portrait of a mother country

One of the gre ofs pe he Corruption of the
From personal on he that “Bribery is so co
that it is thot not a in England where it
e standing
e of royal
d from “a
moderate Acquaintance with the English History.”¥
44 ]o ’ ) I
This wo e nt
See also 1 Fo
(note), for ci Bur
45 Burgh, 5, IT surprising that John Adams praised Burgh’s work
as “the best acit er to his country in a great crisis.”” Adams, #orks,

IX, 331,
46 Dickinson to [probably his fathet], Jan. 25, 1753, Dickinson Manuscripts, Lib. Co.
47 Dickinson to his mother, June 6, 1756, iid.
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If history was adding to Dickinson’s sense of distress in the 1730’s,
it substantially colored his responses in the next decade when this
corrupt British Parliament was dispatching a standing army to
America. And as the colonial crisis mounted, Dickinson could not
only find guidance in his historical perspective of the mother country,
but he was encouraged to find some of the very authors he consulted
rallying to his cause. More and more books and pamphlets reached
him in the 1770’s from the circle of English writers whose historical
ideas he shared. Volumes sent Dickinson by Catherine Macaulay and
the illustrious James Burgh, offered “As a Small Token of Respect
for His Patriotic Virtue,”*® still survive, and a regular correspondence
developed between Dickinson and Edward Dilly, the London pub-
lisher of so many of his whig books. Dilly opened the exchange in
March, 1774, sending, at the author’s request, the first two volumes
of Burgh’s Political Disquisitions. As Dilly observed, this work con-
tained “many useful hints . . . [on] the origins of Parliaments and
. . . the necessity of frequent Appeals to the People.” Dilly also
confirmed Dickinson’s fears for the political health of England by
commenting at length on the dangers of long parliaments and
septennial elections wherein “Bribery, and Corruption . . . engen-
ders Swarms of Placemen and Pensioners . . . [which] like Leeches
suck the very vitals of the Constitution.”*® But this was typical of the
sort of dinner conversations enjoyed by Dilly and his friends, among
whom he listed Benjamin Franklin and Mrs. Macaulay’s brother,
Alderman Sawbridge. Mrs. Macaulay herself was reported indis-
posed and taking the waters at Bath before launching upon the final
phase of her attack on the Stuarts.’® Dickinson responded to Dilly’s
informative letter in the summer of 1774, expressing thanks for
Burgh’s books, and subsequently being rewarded with a prepublica-
tion copy of the third and final volume of the Political Disquisitions,
along with recent pamphlets by others of Dilly’s whig circle.5

48 Inscribed on title page of Dickinson copy in the Lib. Co.
49 Edward Dilly to Dickinson, Mar. 7, 1774, Dickinson Manuscripts, Lib. Co.

Itisinter Jo
24 “He is a h
M Burgh, a at

bridge and Macaulay correspond with him.” Adams, #orks, 11, 427.
51 Dilly to Dickinson, Jan. 28, 17775, Dickinson Manuscripts, Lib. Co.
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This literary exchange between London publisher and colonial
author not only establishes Dickinson’s interesting connection with
the whig authors he read and admired, but has a special significance
in his introduction thus to Burgh’s writings. The Political Disquisi-
tions held a natural attraction for Dickinson, an attraction that ex-
tended to his subscribing to yet a second set when a Philadelphia
edition was issued in 1775.% Burgh was offering Dickinson, in effect,
a digest of much of the historical and legal reading already accom-
plished, a compendium of whig history based upon the maxim shared
by Sir William Temple and John Dickinson, that “None can be said
to know things well, who do not know them in their beginnings.”’s
Burgh had read, like Dickinson, “the best historical and political
writers,” not to strengthen his own assertions “by the authority of
established writers,” but rather to find out what these writers said,
what, briefly, was the historical basis for English liberties now in
jeopardy. Burgh and Dickinson read the same books, and attained
the same general historical perspective as a result. Citing Thomas
Gordon’s Tracts, Burgh sought to write “in the spirit of a true
independent whig,” and described in detail “the subversion of the
[English] constitution, and ruin of the state,” with additional
discussion

Of corruption in general; of degeneracy in this country; of manners,
education, luxury, adultery, duelling, &c. of liberty in general; of various
forms of government, their respective advantages and disadvantages; of
British liberty; danger of the loss of liberty, and consequences . . . of law,
and its es; of colonies, and the methods for encouraging
them; o y, and dangers from it; a es of a militia . . . a view
of the arts of wicked ministers, and favourites; character and conduct of
kings . . . of redress by the people, when government refuses it. . . .5

Burgh’s timeliness naturally enhanced his indictment of Dickinson’s
mother country; in many ways the Political Disquisitions comprised
a superb refresher course in English liberties, their historic origin and

52 The subscription list for Burgh’s Disguisitions reads like a “Who’s Who in the American
Revolution.” Washington headed the list, which included Christopher Gadsden, John Han-
cock, Jefferson, Rush, Roger Sherman, and James Wilson. Rarely was a work reprinted in
America within a year of English publication as was Burgh’s Disquisitions.

83 Burgh, Disquisitions, I, xiii; Sir William Temple, History of England (London, 1740), I,
528,

54 Burgh, Disquisitions, I, viii, xvi, xxii-xxiii.
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their current decline. And it was in Burgh that Dickinson could read

s to be , the army is the
ever lo rit of liberty but
t.” “Liberty,” insis ,
“cannot be preserved, if the of the people are co 5
Dickinson was in every sens pared to agree.
The occasion for Dickinson’s major political debut in Penrisylvania
ort
of
he

te estate of the Penns to that of a
potentially mismanaged crown colony, was not new. But Dickinson’s
response to the issue on its resurrection in 1764 has a peculiar
significance: he sided with the status guo, not because he believed
proprietary government was satisfactory, but because he knew its
faults, and he did not know what worse evils might develop from a
closer connection with the Crown. But if he thus reacted in a
typically conservative manner, fearful of exchanging a known for an
unknown evil, he also disclosed an equally interesting and instinctive
employment of history to justify his caution. Tacitus, in fact, was
cited to lend prestige to Dickinson’s basic conservatism, demonstrat-
ing how good men “ ‘with fatal speed rush upon their own destruc-
tion.”” And the dangers of a neglect of prudence were illustrated
from Molesworth’s eAccount of Denmark, wherein Dickinson found
“the commons of Denmark, smarting under the tyranny of their
nobility, in a fit of vengeful fury suddenly surrendered their liberties
to their king; and ever since . . . have detested the mad moment
which slipt upon them the shackles of slavery.” Turning to English
history, Dickinson suggested that through similar rashness the Duke
of Monmouth had failed in his revolt against James II, whereas
William 111, “with a wise delay, pursued the same views and glori-
ously mounted a throne.”’s

Dickinson’s historical emphasis shifted substantially within a year
of this proclamation of the virtues of patience and prudence: the
Stamp Act of 1765 provided his first opportunity to show that

66 1%id., 11, 349; 111, 3.
56 Writings, ed. Ford, 24. It might be argued that Dickinson was already resisting closer
control by Britain in opposing the abolition of the proprietary regime in Pennsylvania,
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ese principles the basis for colonial
rights. In the process, he necessarily discussed his concept of the
English Constitution, pointing up its historic representative char-
acter, and the liberties under the common law, which he called “the
Birthright of Englishmen, and the Safeguard of their Persons and
Properties.”¥ Since, under the original English Constitution, Eng-
lishmen had the privilege of taxing themselves, Englishmen were
entit e same historic rights ca. The colonial equiva-
lent ment in England was y the colonial assembly,
which was clearly entitled to decide on colonial taxes. He cited from
Gordon’s Cato’s Letters to urge “a little prudent conduct” by Great
Britain, lest her colonies be driven to unite against their mother
country,® and he insisted that the basic principle was constitutional.
Magna Charta, he argued, had confirmed the historic rights of
Englishmen, rights which crossed the Atlantic with Englishmen
migrating to America. The colonial governments were patterned
after the English Constitution, and the colonists claimed rights to
representative government known anciently in England.’® The only
proper and directly discernible ties between colonies and mother
country, Dickinson concluded, should be “those of affection; which
alone can . . . form an everlasting union,”¢
Thus, in his first open disagreement with British policy, Dickinson
the conservative was emerging as Dickinson the penman of revolu-
tion. As early as 1765 he was insisting on virtual self_government for
Englishmen in America as an inherited right, a position Dickinson
took as a logical consequence of his legal and historical reading. And
as the Stamp Act crisis dragged on into 1766, he came to portray
colonial rights in increasingly the same way his favorite English
historians described their Saxon constitution—as historically inde-
structible, no matter what a misguided British government might
attempt. The strikingly repetitive theme to his writing at this time

587 Ibid., 195,
68 Ibid., 242.
59 1%id., 193.
60 I5id., 244.
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was the emphasis upon the essential Englishness of Americans: “I
glory in my relation to [Great Britain],” he announced, adding,
“Every drop of blood in my heart is British.”® Nor was there any
reason why he should not admit his pride: the English connection
was the very core of Dickinson’s argument for rights by ancestral
descent, and his political writing in the next decade demonstrated
the consistency and coherence of his historical perspective as enlisted
on behalf of colonial rights.

At least one reason for such consistency was the sustained nature
of British efforts to raise a revenue from her American colonies.
Having abandoned the Stamp Act in 1765, Britain turned to an
external tax in the form of import duties contained in the famous
Townshend Acts of 1767, and prompted Dickinson’s strenuous
protest, The Farmer's Letters. Here Dickinson pointedly observed
that “The people of Grear-Britain, in support of their privileges,
boast much of their antiquity,” and it became clear that he was
quite delighted to accept such a boast. “It is true they are antient,”’¢2
Dickinson cheerfully conceded, and in The Farmer's Letters ranged
far and wide in discussing the antiquity of the privileges of English-
men, carrying his remarks over into later pamphlets in the 1770’s.
Looking back to pre-Norman England, Dickinson was happy to pro-
claim the ancient Germans “the Fathers of Englishmen,” since the
Germanic tribes supplied both the English people and their habits of
free government. He deplored the fact that modern English descend-
ants of these original German emigrants to Britain on coming to
America found “arbitrary Government and a standing army pursuing
them even into these woods,”®® with the rights once enjoyed under
the Saxon King Alfred forgotten. Dickinson was frank in his affection
for Alfred, whose virtues supplied such a contrast to the behavior of
George III. “To one who studies the Anglo-Saxon history,” noted
Dickinson later, ““. . . it is impossible not to contract the fondest
and most enthusiastic admiration of his character.”¢* But then, under
Alfred there had been no standing army such as now faced English-
men in America, and moving to more recent history Dickinson sug-

61 I3id., 267.

62 1bid., 336.

63 Dickinson, Essay on Constitutional Power, 66 (note).

64 Dickinson, 4 Caution; or, Reflections on the Present Contest Between France and Great
Britain (Philadelphia, 1798), n. p. Dickinson’s copy, HSP,
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gested that a Tudor king, Henry VII, was responsible for introducing
. . . . . M €< 18
such armies to Britain—in reality to suppress discontent, but “dis-

guise tence of ty _
Di quite at dt ish ho
had, VII, so to pr of

Englishmen, and became “possessed of an unconstitutional power”—
again, like George I11. Particularly fascinating were the Stuart kin.gs,
whose varying fates Dickinson found replete with encouraging
political lessons. Charles I he described as a monarch whose head was
so filled with “mistaken notions of his own authority” that he
literally lost it. Citing Rapin as his source, Dickinson went on to
review the melancholy restoration of the Stuarts in 1660, when “the

of ek E wit
nt, Ja op d.”
sug te 11 res

seemingly forgotten their heritage in the eighteenth century. The
Parliament which in 1688 was supposed to restore the Saxon consti-
tution was now wallowing in bribery and corruption; and with a
mother country in advanced stages of political decay, perhaps
British misrule was less surprising. Indeed, Dickinson thought,
Britain seemed to be applying her own decadent domestic develop-
ments to transplanted Englishmen across the Atlantic; the British
mistake was their failure to realize that the colonists had better
cultivated historical memories, and thus strengthened, were prepared
to resist. Actually, Dickinson argued, British tyranny in America
was as much a threat to England herself as to her colonies, since
America was apparently the last refuge of Englishmen aware of their

65 Writings, ed. Ford, 3g0-391. Dickinson is citing Rapin again,
66 I4id., 387, 393.
67 Dickinson, Essay on Constitutional Power, 40.
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68 I3id., 62 (note).

70 Dickinson, Essay on Constitutional Power, 70-79.
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To his good friend Thomas McKean, Dickinson once commented,
“I have from the first outset in public life been deeply affected by the
Charms of Liberty,”” Dickinson’s political career amply testifies to
the truth of this admission. But the charms that so permanently
seduced Dickinson were not merely historical. As an intelligently
alive young man in the eighteenth century, he had been well exposed
to the political philosophy that his history usually took for granted.
He was deeply aware of “the immutable and unalienable rights of
human nature”” which preceded political privileges inscribed in
ancient constitutions, and once criticized those whose worship of
precedent ignored man’s God-given natural rights. “The Error of
those who reason by precedent drawn from antiquity,” Dickinson
observed, ““. . . is that they do not go far enough into antiquity.”
And he explained that “If we go back far enough we come to the
time when man came from the Hand of his Maker”; this, Dickinson
insisted, was “‘the origin of Man” and “the Origin of his Rights.””
In a sense, he viewed history as a confirmation of John Locke’s
political theory, blessed with a persuasiveness less common with the
abstractions of philosophy. A conservative who always believed in
political prudence, Dickinson was reluctant to engage in a debate on
ideals or principles, fearful of departing from his preferred path of
moderation. “Moderation in every thing is the Source of Happiness,”
he commented in 1762, even courageously extending this maxim to
“too much loving,” and ‘“too much Reading.”’* But he frankly
enjoyed reading history, and always found it “entertaining and in-
structive.””® History instructed Dickinson in his constitutional rights
and their ancient derivation, and gave him a vital foundation upon
which to base his resistance to British interference with colonial
government.

However, if his history tended to open the door of revolution to
this cautious conservative, it should be remembered that Dickinson
did not pass through to sign the Declaration of Independence. His
major contribution to the American Revolution was in supplying a

71 Dickinson to Thomas McKean, Mar. 4, 1801, McKean Manuscripts, HSP.

72 Dickinson, Essay on Constitutional Power, 67-68. And yet he returned again to the rights
of Englishmen: “We claim #n ke colonies these and no other rights.” I4id., 114.

73 Dickinson “On Government,” Logan Manuscripts, HSP.

74 Dickinson to Thomas McKean, June 8, 1762, McKean Manuscripts, HSP.
75 Dickinson, #ritings, 11, 117.
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sustained historical justification for resistance to a mother country
he believed had forgotten too much history. His keynote was the
legal and historical propriety of resistance, and at the same time a
warning to England of the risks her policies entailed. But conserva-
tive though he was, Dickinson became in a sense a prisoner to his
own historical logic, a victim to his own historical persuasion. His
hesitation upon the brink of independence came mainly from a lack
of conviction on the positive political prudence of such a move at that
moment. He knew too well the consequences of a rash neglect of
prudence, and if George III was another James II, Dickinson had no
overwhelming ambition to become another beheaded Duke of
Monmouth.

Dickinson never faltered in his devotion to the past as a guide to
the future and an aid to understanding the present. He always found
history a source of political wisdom, significantly returning to the
past when discussing the new constitution to be framed in 1787 for
the new nation he helped create. “Reason may mislead us,” Dickin-
son still insisted, and urged instead that “‘experience must be our
only guide.””® Without his own vicarious experience, without his
personal historical perspective, perhaps John Dickinson would never
have been even a reluctant rebel.

Pennsylvania State University H. Trevor CoLBOURN

76 [ritings of James Madison, ed. by Gaillard Hunt (New York, 1902), IV, 186-187.
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THE
JOHN DICKINSON
MANSION

By LEON DEVALINGER, JR.
Delaware State Archivist

OHN the eldest child of
Samue dwallader) Dickinson,
was born November 2, 1732, at their estate
“Crosia-doré” in Talbot County, Maryland. Here
he lived until January of 1740 when his father,
Samuel Dickinson, moved his family to Kent
County, Delaware, where he had purchased large
tracts of land for his plantation. Included among
his landholdings were the tracts “Town Point,”
“Kingston upon Hull,” “Burton’s Delight,”
“Mulberry Swamp,” and part of “Poplar Neck.”
It was upon a part of “Kingston upon Hull” that
Samuel Dickinson built the brick mansion where
he resided while First Judge of the Court of
Common Pleas of Kent County, and where he
reared his family. It was here also where he was
buried following his death on July 6, 1760.

Dickinson’s Boyhood Home

Here too his sons, John and Philemon, were
carefully educated by William Killen, a2 young
Irish tutor who later became Chief Justice and
the first Chancellor of Delaware. In 1750, when
John Dickinson was eighteen years old, he went
to Philadelphia where his father had arranged
for him to read law in the office of John Moland,
Esquire, the King’s attorney in the Province of

3



Pennsylvania. His studies continued there until
1753 when Judge Dickinson permitted him to
go to London where he studied law at the Middle
Temple. There he continued his studies until
1757, when he returned to Philadelphia and
began the practice of his profession. He un-
doubtedly visited his parents in Kent County
and maintained his contacts there, for in October
of 1760 he was elected a member of the Assem-
bly from that county.

Two years later he was elected a member of
the Pennsylvania Assembly from the City of
Philadelphia where he married on July 19, 1770,
Mary Norris, the daughter of Isaac Norris of
“Fairhill.” Although he continued to see his old
friends George Read, Thomas McKean, and
Caesar Rodney from the Three Lower Counties
in the Stamp Act Congress, the First and Second
Continental Congresses, where he helped repre-
sent Pennsylvania, his interests and residence
were in the State until 1776. In this year he
continued his advocacy of a general confederation
of all American colonies under a constitution
with continental control before resorting to
armed force to gain independence. Having failed
in his political struggle with John Adams and his
faction to achieve this, Dickinson absented him-
self from Congress and refrained from signing
the Declaration of Independence.

Within a week of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence he marched to Elizabethtown at the
head of his regiment of Pennsylvania militia
against the enemy who were invading the State
of New Jersey. Later that year when his regi-
ment’s period of enlistment expired, he returned

4

to Philadelphia. On December 10, 1776, when
he knew that Congress would adjourn to some
other place and when it was generally believed
that the British would capture Philadelphia, he
decided to move his wife and family to his farm
in Kent County. At the end of the six-day car-
riage trip, Dickinson stated: “On the sixteenth
of December, I arrived at my house in Kent,
where my tenant spared me two rooms; and I
was enough employed in procuring necessaries
for those I carried with me.”

Dickinson A Brigadier General

Apparently their stay at the mansion in Kent
was extended through most of the next year, for
early in 1777 he enlisted as a private in Captain
Stephen Lewis's Company of Delaware militia
and served ... with my musket upon my shoul-
der during the whole tour of duty performed
that summer by the militia of that State, when
the British army landed at the Head of Elk, and
was advancing towards this city [Philadelphia].”
Following this he went about the State collecting
arms and ammunition to help supply the militia.
In tecognition of his efforts, Delaware in October,
1777, commissioned him a brigadier general of
the militia. The following year he was back at
his old role as “Penman of Revolution” when
he drafted the Articles of Confederation and
signed as a delegate from Delaware.

It is pot known how long Dickinson and his
family remained at the mansion near Dovet,
but apparently they had returned to Philadelphia
before August of 1778 as a child was born to
them there at that time. In all probability his
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mington and from there he journeyed with other
delegates from this state to the capital of Mary-
land to attend the Annapolis Convention. That
meeting, of which Dickinson was chosen chait-
man, did not accomplish its intended purpose
but it did pave the way for the Constitutional
Convention in Philadelphia the next year. Dela-
ware’s delegates of John Dickinson; George
Reed; Jacob Broom; Gunning Bedford, Jr.; and
Richard Bassett went instructed to Philadelphia
not 'to surrender any of the state’s rights of repre-
sentation. Each of these delegates represented
Delaware well in the Convention but that is
another story.

Dickinson at Constitutional Convention

Dickinson was especially active in advocating
equal representation in the Senate for all states.
His advocacy of this and the support it received
from the Delaware delegates and the other small
states is largely responsible for our having two
Senators in the Congress today.

After the Constitutional Convention had com-
pleted its work, and the delegates had signed
this great document, Dickinson with the other
members from Delaware returned home and
began working to acquaint the citizens of Dela-
wate with the provisions of the Constitution. As
he had drafted the Articles of Confederation, no
one was in a better position than he to recognize
the weaknesses of that frame of government. By
addresses and his writings, for which he was
noted, he urged the public in a series of stirring
letters signed “Fabius” to hasten in the ratifica-
tion of the new Federal Constitution.

8

'}"he fact that Delaware was the first state to
ratify on December 7, 1787 is not accidental.

last great public act on a national scale. In 1791

and 1792 he was again to people of
Delaware in drafting a Co which re-
the early stop-gap frame of government
d in 1776.

Following his term of office as Chief Executive
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rented until about 1800 when he built a mansion
at Eighth and Market Streets, the site which was

co
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stanti house in the state, brick
walls inches thick at the w e and

inches thick from there on up. As he
ly intended that the mansion should
be used tenants, he de-
lace the i work in a plain



substantial manner. His correspondence reveals
that this work was completed in 1806, and much
of the information for the present restoration
of the mansion was gleaned from his instructions
and correspondence of that period. During much
of the two-year period when the fire damage
was being corrected, he was living either with
friends in the neighborhood or at the mansion.

He died in 1808 at his home in Wilmington,
where he was buried in the Friends Meeting yard
at Fourth and West Streets.

Restoration

A careful study is being made of historic
materials as well as the building itself before
undertaking the full restoration. Those materials
of the original mansion which are found to be
in good condition will be re-used in the restora-
tion. An effort will be made to restore and re-
furnish the mansion as faithfully as possible of
the period when Jo inson last knew it.
Some of the old h missing from the
mansion, has been kindly presented for its res-
toration and other old hardware we hope to
obtain by gift or purchase.

The history of this historic house is being
developed cA re-
search. H isb for-
mation can be added from early photographs,
sketches, diaries, or from personal recollections
of tenants who have lived in it. Such data will be
welcomed by Leon deValinger, Jr., Director of
The Delaware State Museum, 316 South Govet-
nors Avenue, Dover, Delaware. (Telephone:
Dover 4297).
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Scenes of this house are peaceful scenes — the turkey buzzards
sunning and marsh herons postured in a pool, scenes of tillage and hus-
bandry, of trade in good season and bad, the episodes of the farmer’s
year. But there have been touching moments, too— the return of the
young John Dickinson from his studies in England, that return his
father had feared he would never see; and moments of violence, such as
the great fire, or the time the Tories sacked the house in the midst of
the Revolution. Two hundred years is a long, long time.

The fame of this house is John Dickinson’s fame, Here he was
raised from his eighth to his eighteenth year, here he began his public
career in the busy matters of men and measures, here was always through-
out his life the very core of his landed fortune. “My plantation in Kent,”
Dickinson called it, “my house on Jones Neck.” Even after his removal
to Philadelphia, he would interrupt his strenuous life for regular spring
and fall visits here; his correspondence was full of the management of
his great estate; Jones Neck was his healing, refreshing root in the soil.

Someone once said of John Dickinson, the “Penman of the Revolu-
tion,” that it was he who “first opened the Eyes of Americans to see their
Rights and contend for them.” He was spokesman for all the colonies
during the Stamp Act year. His pamphlets organized American opposition,
and defined the cause of resistance to British measures. Then he pro-
pounded his original theories of empire in his “Farmer’s Letters,” after the
Townshend Acts; the “Farmer’s Letters” was his greatest work, a major
event in the history of the American mind. All the rest of his life,
Dickinson was popularly called “The Farmer.” He dominated the First
and Second Continental Congresses, was the voice of lawful and orderly
resistance. Then, because his way was the middle way, he opposed inde-
pendence in 1776, and by this stand lost his popularity. Slowly he re-
gained it — as a colonel in the field with Pennsylvania troops, as a private
in the Delaware militia, as brigadier general in Delaware, as a congressman
from this state and from Pennsylvania, as President of Delaware, then
President of Pennsylvania; as a leading member of the Constitutional
Convention of 1787, and defender of the new government, as a principal
author of the new constitution of Delaware of 1792, as a Jeffersonian
republican, and elder statesman of the Revolutionary generation.

Though he was born in Maryland, and spent most of his time for
thirty years in Pennsylvania, Delaware was his first constituency, and his
last; “my affection and gratitude to this State,” he wrote, “I never will
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resign but with my life.” Dickinson was many things in his time —
assemblyman, lawyer, judge, statesman, pamphleteer, philanthropist, re-
ligious enthusiast. But always he remained what his father had made
him, one of America’s largest, busiest, richest landowners. This house on
Jones Neck was his seat.

“With Delight,” he wrote once, “I recall, I dwell upon those chearful
happy Scenes I have spent with my Honourd Parents: Like Roses, they
Preserve their Sweetness, tho faded, and entertain in Idea, as they once
diverted in Reality. Tho past, they are not forgot, & as long as they are
remembred, they will be pleasing.”

The story of this Mansion begins long before John Dickinson. It is his
father Samuel’s story, and it involves elements dim in John’s background,
which shaped his heritage and his character, but which were far removed
from the life of the “Pennsylvania Farmer” himself. Kent County history
cannot start in Jones Neck. Neither can the story of this Mansion.

It is a great thing in a man’s life when he builds a house. Samuel
Dickinson, rich landowner though he was, in all his seventy years built
only one, this one, It is with Samuel Dickinson the visitor on Jones Neck
must begin — begin:that day long ago when, after a hard overland journey
of more than seventy miles the Maryland planter and lawyer opened the
big Family Bible he kept his records in, and wrote a laconic sentence:

“I and my wife and Children Came up to my Plantation
in Kent to live this 18th Day of January 1740 OId
Stile which is the 29th Day of January 1741 New Stile.”

It was Samuel Dickinson who planned that this house should be his dwell-
ing place, and the seat of his family forever.

Now all kinds of Americans people our past — the sea captain, the
pioneer, the Indian scout, the inventor, the lawyer in court and assembly,
the explorer alone on the vast flat prairie. America offers a rich host of
images to the imagination. But Samuel Dickinson’s world was a firm,
secure world, fixed in its terms and surely permanent. He was born as
William and Mary ascended their troubled thrones; he died the year young
George III became king. His life spanned the stable Hanoverian period,
in the stable parts of colonial America — spanned its victories, its pros-
perity, its Pax Brifamnica. Samuel Dickinson conquered no wilderness,
he only conquered himself. He made a good, rich life, and in his prosperity
prepared the same future for his children. It was not in his dreams that
their world should cast all that stability aside, abandon the house he had
built on his land, as well as the house he had built in his heart.
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When he came up to his plantation in Kent, he 'was already fifty-two
years old, already a successful man of great wealth. He thought he knew
what he was doing. He thought he was converting his wealth from
tobacco to wheat, playing. the best of both markets, and assisting himself
by moving closer to his entrepot, Philadelphia. He was also pleasing his
wife, His fifty-two years had been a careful . preparation.. Samuel

e sort of life takes To him,

an old, | place, an nt he had
mastered. He was, after all, the third Dickinson to dwell in these
provinces. C

He had never seen his ;grandfather, the first Dickinson, who died
years time ed in his great
all he tence: to Virginia and

e

he

hen’
the Eastern Shore, near the village of Trappe in Talbot County, wheré
he purchased four hundred acres of land and built a great house which he
called: “Crosiadore” — which is to-say, Cross of Gold. The house was a
typical Maryland cross house, the gold was the Orinoco leaf tobacco.
There three generations of Dickinsons were born; there the plantation is
today in the hands of a Dickinson descendant.

Walter Dickinson harvested his dusty yellow gold with energy and
success. He was no friend to the Lord Proprietor, he took part in uprisings
till h
1676
Bay
claimed but which Charles II had also granted to the Duke of York. This
was the start of the Jones Neck patrimony in the Dickinson family.

at

c

d
Delaware coast. It is a fascinating story, this vendetta of squatters and
patents by which Baltimore sought to vitiate Penn’s charter. Walter
Dickinson was part of it. But in 1685 the Lords of Trade ruled against
Baltimore, and thereby Walter Dickinson’s lands came to lie in two sepa-
rate provinces, Maryland and Delaware. They also came to lie in two
separate families; for when Walter died in March, 1681, he left “Crosia-
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child Dickinson’s own age who grew up with him on the plantation.
The young master and servant- doubtless’ enjoyed their- adventures over
to “Crosiadore” to confer with Henry and Cousin Charles Dickinson in
Dorset. Samuel supervised his Chesapeake linds as carefully ‘as he could,
but no amount of  care could forestall the de¢ay that inevitably followed
absenteeism. Henry acted for him in Talbot County, Charles Dickinson
in Dorchester; both received detailed directions from the Judge in Jones
Neck. Still, things did not go well with the tobacco interest. In 1747,
when he was fifteen,. John was sent by his father to Talbot County with
bills of exchange drawn on the London factor John Hanbury to pay his
Michaelmas quit-rents. Apparently his Maryland tobacco had not borne
even that fixed cost. He carried a letter to Thomas Bozman, collector, in
which Samuel detailed all his lands and the rents due on them; he took
back a receipt from Friend Bozman, ‘ '

Young John made these trips regularly. Some of the rent collections
from the Maryland farms involved difficult finance: at. Christmas time
there was frequently as much as five thousand pounds sterling-worth of
London bills to be brought back to Kent. And distance of the owner
from his farms created all sorts of problems. One time the Judge was so
exasperated as to accuse his cousin Charles of cheating, to which the
Dorset collector rejoined that though he was a man of humble station;
he despised sharp dealing as much “as thou of Superior Estates or Degrees.”
On another occasion Charles had discouraging news of the Dorset tenants
for the distant owner: “Tregoc pays well. Arnett is far behind & unless
he Can Do Something this year (altho its a bad ome on us all in
General) I must Call on him, They are plagueing me for nails but
will Give them none without orders . . ., Smith’s note I got from Henry
some time agoe but you’ll be Set to Get any thing for it [i. e., tobacés]
has Gone to s ... All whole Gold (German excepted) Goes at
3.17. pound German will not' pass at any ‘thing with us . . .
In these lands and these problems, John Dickinson received his appren-
ticeship. From land, after his father’s death, he would receive much of
his wealth.

In Delaware, the youth had an even more extensive experience in
land management than in Maryland, and what he learned about the
Jones Neck plantation was to be useful to him all his days. Wherever
he was, whatever the state of his public career, he always had to spend
much of his time with his lands — writing leases and renewals of leases,
authorizing the building of fences, draining of swamps, or erection of

23



barns, the m of crops and the operations of the next
year, g the d problems of little lives.

In the midst of a critical election in Philadelphia he must turn his
attention to listing the cows, oxen, horses, mules, sheep and hogs on

he had spent a month in Kent on
his regular spring trip. From his retirement in Wilmington, he must
make 2 Philadelphia to dicker with the insurance company
over rep Mansion after it has burnt.

He must deal with hundreds of incidents, vignettes of human

exper con and comedy in the brief glimpses
they his s. Mary Hays, widow, two weeks
after s de t off the Kent farm she had supposed

was Dickinson’s, by a man who claims to be the new owner; she writes
for advice and help: “now I have neither house nor home to put my
head in now I have nothing to trust to but the Almighty God and your
honour . . . Deborah White, also a widow, petitions to clear the land
for a turnip field; her Negroes will not obey her, the peach orchard is a
den of thieves, her slaves full of mischief: “If the old Blacks say that I
Picked the Woll T offered them it is notorious false for I weighed all the
woll that Come off the Sheep Except three fleecis to make their Compli-
ment which 1 never opened, to See Whether it was good or bad the
artickles mentioned Clean well but I Expect no Cleaner than Come of
the Sheeps Back.”

During the War of the Revolution, when the British marched into
Philadelphia to occupy the city, the famous John Dickinson was one of
their principal targets. His fine scat “Fairhill” on the Germantown Road
was burned, and he himself was hunted by Howe’s troops. But the
Mansion on Jones Neck furnished a refuge; he sent his family down here

lic oym Wi
D the Ph
D on’s ale

“Grenton” behind the British lines to “Mary Dickinson, near Dover.” As
she sealed it, Debby added this endorsement below the address:

24

is directed.

Mary received the letter in the house on Jones Neck,

Occupation of Philadelphia closed the traffic on the Delaware River,
one immediate result of which was that the poor of the city during the
hard winter while W was at Valley Forge could get no firewood.
Dickinson sent two cords from Kent as a donation; he sent
grain and meat, too, that Philadelphians might not starve.

terrified Negro servants. For two hours they systematically looted the
house. Chests of silver, all the plate except a few teaspoons, Mrs. Dickin-
son’s clo inson’s too, and a great quantity of linens, “all your
Bottled barrels of Cherry bounce — your whole stock of

It was a shocking episode. Mrs, Dickinson was concerned to know
what was lost: “there is a great deal of China queens ware & Pewter —
that was I there T would try to secure, and that Large bed could not be
purchased for £50, ye Glasses are valuable so is ye Kitchen furniture —
& flat Trons — & innumerable things-—”

John Dickinson came down at once to put his pillaged estate in
order. While he was here, to his genuine surprise, he was chosen President
of The Delaware State, and though he returned to Pennsylvania after
only a single year, still the inflation and depression of the post-war period
brought him more and more into Kent. He grubbed and cleared new
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land, the n the
Neck flax, anged
all hi , Ind wool,
Delaware money — whatever his tenants could find to pay in. And also
in 1781 be freed all his slaves, Violet among them, by manumission —
and then gave them permanent, paid employment at the Mansion House
and on the plantation.

son, who built the conditions of both their living. He built well and
solidly, both a life and a profession, that endured even though the
upheaval of his world.

the Jones his son
g England, ived till
s one of t lawyers

J
in Philadelphia.

realities of the soil and the people who tilled it.

Perhaps it was this pattern and all that it meant, all that his father
had done in his life on the land, that John Dickinson held in his mind
when he began his most famous work with the words, I am a Farmer . .,
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The Dickinson ¥ansion

John Dickinson, the eldest child of Samuel and Mary
(Cadwallader) Dickinson was born November 2, 1732 at tneir es-
tate "Crosia-dore" in Talbot County, Maryland., Here he lived
until January of 1740 when Samuel Dickinson moved with his family
to Kent County, Delaware, where he had purchased large tracts of
land for his plantation. Included among his landholdings were
the tracts "Town Point", ®"Kingston upon Hull®", "Burton's Delight",
"Mulberry Swamp" and part of "Poplar Neck". It was upon a part
of "Kingston upon Hull" that he built the brick maunsion where he
resided as Judge Dickinson, First Judge of the Court'of Common
Pleas of Kent County, and where he raised his family. It was
here also where he was buried following his death on July 6, 1760.

- Here too his sons John and Philemon were carefully
educated by William Killen, a young Irish tutor who later became
Chief Justice and the first Chgncellor of Delaware., - In 1750,
when John Dickinson was eighteen years old, he went to Philadel~
phia where hls father had arranged for him to read law in the
office of John Moland, Esquire, the King's attorney in the
Province of Pennsylvania. His studies continued there until
1753 when Judge Dickinson permitted him to go to London where
he studied law at the Middle Temple. There he continued his
studies until 1757, when he returned té Philadelphia and began
the practice of his profession. He undoubtedly visited his
parents in Kent County and maintained his contacts there for in
chober of 1760 he was elected a member of the Assembly from
that County.



T 0 years later he as elected a member of the Penn-
sylvania Assembly from the City of Philadelphia where he married
en July 19, 1770, Mary Norris, the daughter of Isaac Norris of
"Fairhill®, Although he continued to see his 0ld friend
George Read, Thomas oKean and Caesar Rodney from the Three
Lower Countles in the Stamp Act Congress, the First and Second
Continental COngresseh; where he helped represent Pennsylvania,
his interests and residence ere in the State until 1776, In
this year he continued his advocacy of a general confederation
of all American colonies under a constitution with continental
control before resorting to armed force to gain independence,
Having feiled in his political struggle with John Adams and his’
faction to achieve this, Dickinson absented himself from Congress
and refrained from signing the Declaration of Independence,

Within a eek of the Declaration of Independence he
marched to Elizabethto at the head of his regiment of Penn-
8ylvania militia against the enemy who ere in ding the State
of New Jersey, Later that year when his regtment'g'périad of
enlistment expired he returned to Philadelphia. On December 10,
1776 when he kne that Congress would adjourn to some other place
and when it as generally believed that the British would capture
Philadelphia, he decided to move his ife and family to his farm
in Kent County. At.the end of the six-day carriage trip, Dickin-
son stateds "On the sixteenth of December, I arrived at my
house in Kent, where my tenant spared me two rooms; and I as
enough employed in procuring necessaries for those 1 carried with

me® .,



Apparently their stay at the mansion in Kent was ex-
tended through most of the next year for early in 1777 he en-
listed as a private in Captain Stephen Lewis's Company of Delaware
militia and served " ,, with my musket uwpon my oulder during
the whole tour of duty performed that summepr by the militie of
- that State, when the British army landed at the Head of Elk,
and was advaneing to ards this city [Philadelphiajﬂ. Following
this he ent about the Etate sollecting arms and ammunition to
~help supply the militia In recognition of his efforts Deiaware
in October 1777 commissioned him a brigadier geﬁoral of the
militia.. The following year he s back at his old role as |

Penman of Revolution® en he drafted the Articles of Confed- -
eraiion and signed as a delegate from Delaware.

It 18 not kno ho long Dickinson and his family ree
mained at the mansion near Dover, but apparently they had returned
to Philadelphia before August of 1778 as a child as born to them
there at that time, In all probability his visits to Kent County

ere limited to annual inspection trips of his thirteen hundred
acre plantation until August of 17681. At that time a party of
sixteen Tories from Ne York landed from A whaleboat in the
vic;nity of Kitts Hummock and marched inland to the Dickinson
ansion, They frightened his slaves and stole ihs silver, a large
Quantity of his ife's clothes, all of his meat supply and other
provisions; and, although they did not deatroy his library, they
marched away 4ith one of his slaves after greatly disturbing the
whole country~ ide, Dickinson hastened from his home near Phila-
delphia to determine the loss and set his af irs in order. What
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he thought would be a short trip turned into a sojourn of sixteen
months, While staying at hié estate to correct the losses by
pillage the smokehouse was resupplied with meat, undeveloped
fields were grubbed and cleared, a road to a nelghbor was
straightened, a domestic problem of his tenant was solved and the
majority of his dhves were manumitted, Although he made plans
early in the fall of 1781 to return to his home and family in
Philadelphia, his old friend George Read persuaded him to stand
for election as a member of the Council from New Castle County
in place of Samuel Patterson He was elected on the First of
October and took his seat on the Twentleth of that month when;
the Assembly and the Council met in Dover, In this body he
worked assiduously, drafting bills which would correct a number
of the weaknesses in the State's governmental structure. Toward
the closing days of the session at the end of October he wrote
to his wife of'his approaching return to Philadelphia and she
replied urging him to come home at the first opportunity. She
also wrote regarding the safekeeping of their possessions at the
mansion in this manners

UIf thy fr{ien)d [William] Killen would Lend thee a

room in his House, or Dr, [Charles] Ridgely, and thee

would have our things packd and placed in it for a

little while, wd it not be best; there 1s a great deal

of China queens ware & Pewtér; that was I there I

would try to secure, and that Large bed could not be

purchased for £50 ye Glasses are valuable so 18 ye

Kitchen furniture, & flat Irons & innumerable things."
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In 1786 John Dickinson was living in Wilmington and
from there he Journeyed with other delegates from this State to
the Caplital of Maryland to attend the Annapolis Convention., That
mneeting, of which Dickinson was chosen Chairman, did not accomplish
its intended purpose but it did pave the way for the Constitutional
Conventlon in Philadelphia the next year. Delaware's delegates
of John Dickinson; George Read ; Jacob Broom; Gunning Bedford, Jr.;
and Kichard Bassett went Instructed to Philadelphia not to surrender
aﬁy of the state's rights of representation, Zach of these delegates
represented Delaware well in the Convention but that is another
story. Dickinson was especlally active in advocating equal repres-
entation in the Senate for &all states. Hls advocacy of this and
the report it received from the Delaware delegates and the other

small states 1s largely responsible for our having two Senators

in the Congress today. After the 1tutional Convention had
aws 1he dv.!'::yaﬁ.s S oveat docymwient’
completed its work, Dickinson with other members from Delaware

returned houme and began working to acquaint the citizens of Delaware
with the provisions of the Constitution As he had drafted the
Articles of Confederation, no one was in a better position to
recognize the weakness of that frame of gcvernment than he was. By
addresses and his writings for which he was noted, he urged the
public in a series of stirring letters signed "Fabius" to hasten in
the ratification of the new Federal Constitution., The fact that
Delaware was the first state to ratify on December 7, 1787 1is not
accidental. Qur delegates who attended the Annapolis Convention

and the Constitutionsal Convention knew of the need of & new frame



of Federal government and they had carefully instructed th
citigens of Delaware in the desirability and necessity of this
newer, stronger system of government, In this Dickinson was a
leader, This as his last great public act on a national scale,
In 1791 and 1792 he was akain to lead the people of Delaware in
drafting & Constitution which replaced the early stop-gap frame of
government adopted in 1776



.One of the last and most important dutles of that legislative
session was the‘seloction of‘a new president or governor The
two hoﬁses met together on November 6, 1781 when Dickinson was
declared Qlected desgite'his protests, by a vote of twenty-five
to ones the one:vote obviously being his om. The next day he
wrote to his wife of the news of his unanimous election and of
his attempts to avoid acceptance of this office It meant, of
course, that he would not return to "Fairhill” and that they
would take up their residence in Delaware | 4

Through the remainder of 1781 and most of 1782, until he
reslgned to saccept the Presiéency of the State of Pennsylvania,
he resided at this mansion., Following his term of office as
Chief Executive of the State of Penhsylvania, he returned to
Deleware and took up‘residence in Wilmington, where he lived
for a while ln houses which he rented until about 1800 ﬁhen he
built & maension at Eighth and Market Streets, the site on which
was later occupled the Wilmington Institate Free Library He
was, in the meantime, continuing his visits to his boyhood home
to inspect the plantation and care for its many needs,

In 1804 a disasterous fire swept the old mansion house
with the result that not much remained but the four walls 1In
hiscorrespondence with the Insurance Company of North America
Dickinson pointed out tha% 1t was the mrnst substantially built
house in the State, having brick walls eighteen inches thick at
the watertable and fourteen inches thick from there on up., As
he apparently intended that the mansion should thenceforth be
used only by the tenanfs, he decided to replace the interior

woodwork in a plain substantial manner His correspondence
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reveals that this work was completed in 1806 and much of the ine
formation for the present restoration of the mansion was gleaned
from his instructions and correspondence of that period During
rmch of the two~year period when the fire danage was bheing
corrected, he was living elther with Ifriends ln the nleghborhood
or at the mansion ‘ .

He died in 180; at his home in Wilmington, where he was
buried in the Friendas Meeting yard at Fourth and West Streets

Reatoration

A careful study is being made of historical materlals
as well as the bullding itself before undertaking the full
restorations Those materials of the original mansion whibh are
found to be in good condition well be re-used 1n the restoration
An effort will be made to restore and refurnish the mansion as
faithfully as possible of the perlod when John Dickinson last
lmew 1t. Some of the old hardware, missing from the mansion,
has been kindly presented for 1ts restoration and other old
hardware we hope to obtain by glft or purchase

The history of this historic house 18 belng developed
from research, but 1t is belleved much can be added from early
photographs, sketches, dlarles, or personal recollections of
tenanta, who may have lived in it  Such Information will be
welocomed by Leon deValinger, Jr, Director of The Delaware
State Museum 316 South Governors Avenue, Dover, Delaware

(telephone Dover [1297)



Historical Data
of the
John Dickinson Mansion

Samuel and Mary (Cadwallader) Dickinson, the parents of
John Dickinson (Penman of the Revolution), moved from their estate
in Talbot County, Méryland, in January of 1740, to Jones Neck,
Kent County, Delaware, where Samuel Dickinson had previously pur-
chased large tracts of land. On one of the tracts, known as :
"Kingston Upon Hull", he built a large brick mansion. This was
John Dickinson's boyhood home and where he was educated by his
tutor, William Killen, who was later to become Chief Justice and
the first Chancellor of Delaware.

When John Dickinson was eighteen years old, he went to
Philadelphia where he read law in the office of the King's At-
torney. Three years later Judge Dickinson permitted his son to
8o to London where he studied law at the Middle Temple. In 1757
he returned to Philadelphia and began practicing law in that
clty. He most certainly visited his parents upon his return from -
England, and frequently thereafter until his father's death in
July of 1760. John Dickinson must have still considered his
residence Kent County, as in October of the same year he was
elected a member of the Assembly from that County. Two years
later in 1762 he was a member of the Pennsylvania Assembly from
the City of Philadelphia; and in July of 1770 he married Mary Norris,
the daughter of Isaac Norris, of "Fairhill", near Philadelphia.

From then until the time of the signing of the Declaration of In-



dependence in July of 1776, he was closely associated with that
State.

Dickinéon believed in a joint confederation of all American
Colonies under a constitution with continental control before resort-
ing to armed force to gain independence. When he failed in his
political struggle with John Adams and his faction to achieve this,
Dickinson absented himself from Congreés and refrained from signing
the Declaration of Independence. He did, however, within a week of
the Declaration of Independence march at the head of his regiment of
the Pennsylvania Militia to Elizabethtown, iﬂ New Jersey, when the
enemy invaded that State. On December 10, 1776 when he’learned that
Congress would adjourn to a safer meeting place and when many of
his neighbors were making preparations to leave Philadelphia, as it
was expected that the British would capture that city, he decided
to move his wife and family to his former home in Kent Céun?y. He
arrived there on December 16 and states ".,. my tenants spared me
two rooms and I was enough employed in providing necessary for those
I carried with men". 2

He and his family apparently stayed at the mansion for
most of the next year, for early in 1777 he enlisted as a private
in Captain Stephen Lewis' Company of Delaware Militia and served
with 1t all through the summer preparatory to the Battle of Brandy-
wine after the British had landed at the Head of Elk. Later he
spent much time with the Delaware Militia attempting to collect arms
and ammunition to keep them supplied at this critical time. In
recognition of this service the State of Delaware, in October of

1777, commissioned him a Brigadier-General of the Militia, In the



next year, 1778, he drafted another one of the important documents
of our country, namely, The Articles of Confederation; and he signed
it as one of the delegates from Delaware. By August of that year
his family had moved back to Phlladelphia but he made periodical
visits to inspect his piantatioh in Kent County.

In August of 178l a party of sixteen Tories from New York
landed from a whaleboat in the vicinity of Kitts Hummock and marched
inland to the Dickinson Mansion. They frightened his slaves and
stole the silver, a large quantity of his wife's clothes, all of
his meat supply and other provisions; and, although they did not
destroy his library, they marched away with one of his slaves after
greatly disturbing the whole country-side. Dickinson hastened from
his home near Philadelphia to determine the loss and set his affairs
in order. What he thought would be a short trip turned into a
sojourn of sixteen months. While staying at his mansion to correct
thisvfrouble, he was asked to stand for election as Governor of the
State and he was successful in the election. Through the remainder
of 1781 and most of 1782, until he resigned to accept the Presi-
dency of the State of Pennsylvania, he resided at this mansion.
Following his term of office as Chief Executive of the State of
Pennsylvania, he returned to Delaware and took up residence in Wil-
'mington, where he lived for a while in houses which he rented until
about 1800 when he built a mansion at Eighth and Market Streets,
the site on which was later occupied the Wilmington Institute Free
Library. He was, in the meantime, continuing his visits to his
boyhood home to inspect the plantation and care for its many needs.,

In 1804 a disasterous fire swept the old mansion house
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With the result that not much remained but the four walls. In his
correspondence with the insurance company Dickinson pointed out that
it was the most substantially built house in the State, having
brick walls eighteen inches thick at the watertable and fourteen
inches thick from there on up. As he apparently intended that the
mansion should thenceforth be used only by the tenants, he decided
to replace the interior woodwork in a plain substantial manner:
His correspondence reveals that this work was completed in 1806
and much of the information for the present restoration of the
mansion was gleaned from his instructions and correspondence of
that period. During much of the two-&ear period when the fire
damage was being corrected, he was living either with friends in
the neighborhood or at the mansion.

He died in 18Qz>at his home in Wilmington, where he was
buried in the Friends Meeting yard at Fourth and West Streets.



SOCIETY OF COLONIAL WARS
IN THE STATE OF DELAWARE
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY OF COLONIAL WARS IN THE STATE OF
DELAWARE

SBubJject: Contributions for the purchase and essential repairs of

the John Dickinson Mansion
Gentlemen:

At the General Court on May 5, I discussed a letter from
Mrs. Charles L. Reese, Jr., Chairman of the Historic Activities
Committee of the Delaware Colonial Dames Soclety. B8Bummarizing for
those akeent as well as those present; the John Dickinson Mansion
near Dover was bullt ia the latter half of the 18th Century for John
Dickinson, and eepecially because of his renown, 1s of great his-
toric interest. During the last 10 or 15 years, many unsuccessful
attempts have bzen made to work out a plan to preserve it as an
historical monument.

Early this year, the Historic Activities Commlittee of the
Colonial Dames Soclety set about to collect the sum of $25,000 with
which to purchase the Mansion and the adjacent 10 acres at the price
of $15,500 and to apply the remainder to essential repairs. The
Committee proposed to give the Mansion in a watertight condition to
the State of Pelaware in the custody of the Archives Commission
which is authcrized to receive historic bulldings deemed worthy of
preservation, The Committee envigages that complete restoration may

be postponed toc be accomplished over a period of years, but that
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expenditures are now imperative to prevent rapid disintegration
from the weather.

The Committee has thus far collected contributions of more
than $18,000. Some members of our Society of Colonial Wars have
contributed generously. This seems a worthy purpose and it was
recommended that as many members as possible make contributions.
Mrs. Reese reports that contributions now are coming in slowly and
that any sume whatever will be appreciated.

We are advised that such contributions will constitute
charitable deductions for tax purposes. Moreover, anyone desiring
to do so may contribute securities and obtain tax deductions in the
amount of the value of the securities at the time they are contribu=-
ted. As you know, under such circumstances, this may be done with-
out incurring a tax because of any apprecilation in value of the
securities, Negotiable securities may be delivered and cash contri-
butions may be made by checks payable to -

Aileen M. du Pornt, Treasurer

West of Rising Bun Lane

Wilmington, Delaware.
Non-negotiable securitiee may be transferred to National Soclety of
the Colonial Dames of America in the 8tate of Delaware.

We hope that contributions from many will be promptly

forthcoming.

Sincerely yours,

son; Jr.

GBPJjrSRS
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Immediate efforts should be made to acquaint
the members of the Legislature with the general public
interest in the restoration work at the John Dickinson
Mansion near Dover. Built by his father, Judge Samuel
Dickinson in 1740, the house was in recent years neglected
and would have soon deteriorated to the point of destruc-
tion, Public-spirited citizens throughout the State,
realizing that the home of one of the great founders of
our Country and "the Penman of the Revolution" would be
lost to posterity, generously contributed the sum of
$25,000 to the State for the purchase of the property and
to make it weathertight.

The donors of this fund confidently expect that
the authorities of the State in accepting this gift will
appropriate sufficient funds to restore the Mansion and
open it to the public as an historic shrine. The agency
of the State charged with the custody of the John Dickinson
Mansion is the State Archives Commission. The Commission
had Senate Bill 327 introduced to appropriate the sum of
$25,000 for the restoration and furnishing of this historic
site. There is danger that the bill may be lost unless its
passage is urged. Will you please write or telephone to
your Senator and Representative advocating the passage of

Senate Bill 327.
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