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C&ny•• C&ap NNting Grouud is aituated in a grove ot oau, 

adjacent to C&rey•• United Metbodbt Churcb, near Philipa Hill, 

Delaware. '1'be caapground- ia de:fined by a circle of 47 cabina, called 

tent•, that face inward; a large open frame structure, called the 

tabernacle, occupie• the center~ tbe circle. 

'Die tent• are frame building•, two atoriea bigh. ~ the first 

floor ~ eacb tent are two rooaa, _the kitchen in the rear b fully 
;' 

enclo•ed, but the front roaa i• open on· the side that 'faces the 

tabernacle. Moat of tbe tents have open porches that serve •• . 

~eneione ~ the front rOOll8. lhe upper floors of aoat tent• are 

occupied by a singltt sleepi~ roca, in which the beds are eometimes 

built into the fraae of the •tructure. 'the upper floora generally 

are left unfinished, but the -front romu downstairs otten are finisbe . . .• ' . ' ' ' 

1:" plHter, . ~lling, or otWrr -~_llcov_er_ings. During camp meetings, 

tbe front rocaa are separated :from the"porches by small curtains. A 

etair between the two .first-floor rooms provides access to the upper 

etory. Saaa ~ the eaaller tents were built as much as eighty years 

ago; one -• built during the smner of 1972. lbis neweet tent ie 

•abeathed in corrugated metal, but the older tents all are clapboarded 

Most of the tents are owned by individual families, although the 

c ccnaittee owns the boarding tent, the preacher's tent, and a few 

otbera. Tent• may be bought and sold, but the camp committee exercis s 

certain control, and bas the privilege· of :first refusal when a tent 1 

offered for sale. Food is served in the boarding tent, which has six 

•leaping room9, and in a confectionery outside tnc circle. 
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'l'h• tabernacle le~ crucifon etructure, butlt of fr ... anll ••ton 

poete. A low pl]11J00d All encloe•• it• periaeter, and tbe upper balve• 

of the outaide wall• are ccapo11Cd of hinged plywood abutten that are 

kept open during tbe cup aeeaion. l'llrn wi1,ge of tbe tabernacle 

provide seating for the congregation, while the 1'ourth wing Hrve■ u a 
•' 

chancel. At th• croaeing i,a •a kneeling bench, where new convert■ kneel 
' .. ) J 

at the cUaax 01' a revival aervice. "The tabernacle wu originally a 

long abed, to which the aide wings were .,&!ed to accCIIIIOd:ite a larger 

congregation. Outeide, between the ar .. of the crucUom ■helter,are 

benches where overflow crowds can be seated. 

'lhe fir8t tabernacle at Carey'• was a temporary affair of oak 

boughs, Ughted by burning pine knt>ts.· Around 1910, the pine knots 

were replaced by gas lights, which yielded in turn to electric light■• 

A horse pound that stood on the rear of the site ha• been replaced 

by a parking lot, and some families now are bringing Hlf-contained ca,ap~r 

trailers to the meetings, but the atmosphere of the camp Meting has not 

been appreciably al~ered by modern improvements. 
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-eting at Carey's is little changed frcxn. the early years of the movemeni. 

Rur&l families from the neighborhood move into their tents the first day 

of the meeting, and stay there throughout the ten-day session, even 

though :laproved transportation has eliminated the need for most families 
, ' . 

to stay overnight. Days are occupied with household chores, socializing 

and religious instruction. ~~' the evJning, ~n evangelistic service is 

held in the tabernacle, climaxed by a call for converts. The principal 

service of the day traditionally is held in the evening, because the 

men of the camp usually go home during the day, if they live nearby, 

to tend their farms and businesses. 

Carey's Methodist Church was built liq 1886; on ground at The Oaks 

deeded in 1884 by Eli;jah '!l• Carey to the Shortly Circuit 1,1.E. Church. 

A bush meeting apparently had been held for some years in the grove 

adjacent to the church yard, and provided the impetus £or the 

establishment of both the church and the camp meeting. Since its formal 

establishment in 1888, the camp committee has been the governing body 

of a distinct camp meeting organbation, even though its officers 

generally are the same as those 0£ the church. 
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