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HISTORICAL RECORD OF GUMBORO CIRCUIT M. E. CHURCH 

When I came to this charge in 1!.arch, 1898, the parsonage was located at one end of the town, the s,outhern, in a hole, I called it, but it has since been defined as a basin. There was no land suitable for garden­ing or pasture., end the water was unfit 'for drinking purposes. I voiced my convictions., when I said it was badly located, and expressed my purpose, when I suggested its removal to a better site. Several of the brethren gave me their hand, end promised hearty and ernest coope1·ation in the atter.1pt. When the pa),sonage was burned down during the pastorate of W. F. Corv..rsn D. D. en effort was made to secure another site to ~eblild upon, but land in this section took a sudden rise and because too to pert with., so the brethren even forced to rebuild upon the old site, much against their desires. 
After obtaining permission of the Presiding Elder, Dr. T. E. Martindale and Quarterly Conference., held at Carey's Camp Ground, Aug. 16, 1898, 1 began looking up the owners of vacant lots in the town. Mr. Jas. E. Betts of Salisbury, Md. formerly of this place, mwned several. I secured the option of these, made selection of one in the center of the town, containing two acres and eighty two square perches of land. This was secured, after some negotietions, for the sum of one hundr'ed and forty dollars. I then proposed raising this amount out­side of the charge, end only asked the trustees of the parsonage to provided for the removal of the buildings. This I was successful ln doing. Mr. w. H. Jackson, of Salisbury, Md~ gave me _fifty dollars to start with and others in the city swelled the sum to eighty four dollars, friends in Georgetown, Del. gave over forty dollars. Laurel, Del. gave a small donation. Dr. Vi. F. Corkran P. E. of Easton Dist. kindly sent me his check for five dollars. Personal friends in E. N. Market, and Mt. Vernon., Md. also sent me checks for the like amounts. In this manner I raised one hundred and forty three dollars end seven cents. Land cost $146.00. Acknowledging the deed $1.50, leaving in my hands a balance of $1.57. I was assisted in Georgetown by Wm. J. Penuel and in Laurel by Dr. W. T. Jones. The Personage end building were removed to the new site w:· thout sny dsmenge, except the breaking of some of the plastering. We have now one of the most eli~ible locations in the town, plenty of good lend and e 1 a,mple supply of good, pure, drinlcing water. A lot (Part of theparsonage lot ) forty by one hun­dred feet, has been deeded to the t rustees of the Church in G,urnboro., for the use of the church whenever they get ready to move it to the new site. I took time to heve the land plotted, and secured the best legal talent, C. F. Richards Esq. of ·Georgetown, Del. to prepare the deeds. The deeds contain the full "Trust Clause" of the Discipline. A few of the names of those who contributed to the success of t h ' s movement, will be worth preserving. Geo. W. Jones., father of Dr. G. F. Jones of Georeetown, Del., and Dr. Vl . T. Jones did all it was possible for mortal man to do. Brother Fred Hearn, Joe Heern, and Thos. Ake sacrificed pesonel interests to help put the Jarsonage where it is. Bro. Joe D. iest, of West Woods end others tendered able end valuable service. Brothers I. • Brittinghem end Peters. Shockley sent or paid for substitutes. Cyrus et!d Jes. Niblett did the carpenter work. Kr. Jas. E . ~arvel of Laurel., Del. superintended the moving. 

Gumboro, Delaware 
Jan.,19, 1899 

Geo. W. Bovnnan 
Preacher in Charge 
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