
From Archives to Artifacts: History you Can Use
Educator Resources from the Delaware Historical Society



About the
Delaware Historical Society A statewide, private nonprofit organization.

Promotes exploring, preserving, and sharing Delaware 
history to educate, inspire, and empower people and 
communities.

Nine historic buildings:
• Delaware History Museum & Mitchell Center for 

African American Heritage
• George Read II House & Gardens in historic New 

Castle
• Research Library & Archives

Over 3 million collections representing “Every person 
Delaware”



Delaware History Museum
Discover Delaware • Thematic look at Delaware history.

• Objects tell stories.

• Delaware is a microcosm of the United States - 
whatever happened in America, has happened in 
Delaware in some way.

• Self-guided with Museum Ambassadors available 
guidance and questions. (8th grade and older)

• Ask me about curated field trip experiences.



Mitchell Center
for African American 

Heritage
Journey to Freedom

• African American Experience from 1639 to present.

• Chronological.

• Goal is to show both the struggles and 
achievements of the African American experience 
in Delaware and  to show the contrast between the 
nation’s ideals and the realities of the African 
American experience.

• Guided tour for 8th grade and older.

• Ask me about curated field trip experiences.



Read House & Gardens
• Unseen labor that enabled extravagant lifestyles.

• Preservation of American values through 
aesthetics.

• Explore the Read House and use primary sources 
like architecture, artifacts, and documents to draw 
conclusions about daily life, a budding new nation, 
and what we include and leave out of our history.

• Ambassador guided tours. 



Research Library & Archives • Unique manuscript materials, including letters, 
diaries, family papers, business and organizational 
records.

•  Over half a million images, including rare and early 
photographs, postcards, prints, and drawings.

•  Delaware newspapers dating back to the 1790s.

•  Hundreds of maps, atlases, and deeds from the 
17th century to the present.

•  A growing collection of African Americana.

• Ask me about curated field trip experiences for 
teachers and students.



Why Teach Local History

• Reveals how societal changes impacted the lives 
of ordinary people.

• Develops a sense of cultural identity, allowing us to 
appreciate the traditions, customs, and values that 
have shaped our community over time.

• Instills a sense of pride in our community's 
achievements and contributions to society. Fosters 
a sense of belonging and unity among residents.

• Learning about the struggles, triumphs, and 
innovations of past generations can inspire 
individuals to overcome obstacles, pursue their 
goals, and contribute positively to society.

• May not be reflected in the history books.

• Using primary sources related to local history 
supports a deeper understanding of historical 
topics, enhanced critical thinking, and a more 
engaging learning experience.



Accessing Primary Sources



Accessing Primary Sources
Digital Collections

https://digital.dehistory.org/ 

https://digital.dehistory.org/


Accessing Primary Sources
Archives and Library

https://dehistory.org/collections/search-collections/ 

https://dehistory.org/collections/search-collections/


Archives Catalog
manuscripts, personal, organizational, and business records, photographs, and other images



Library Catalog
books, rare books, serials, newspapers, pamphlets, and maps



Accessing Primary Sources

Pro Tips:

• Talk to us (as early as possible), and make sure to identify yourself as an educator-we're here to help!

• Find the sweet spot between overly broad topics and those that are too specific.

• Be flexible and creative with keyword searches.

• Don’t just focus on one search portal-our research tools are meant to complement one another!

• If you don't find something in our online catalogs, let us know-it may be time for an in-person visit!

Revolutionary War Resource Guide Coming Soon

• Downloadable resource.

• Will detail primary and secondary sources on the Revolutionary War in Delaware available from the historical 
society.



How Else Can the
Delaware Historical Society Help You?



Educator Resources

• Field Trips 
• Primary Source/Enrichment Packets
• Lesson Plans
• Videos
• Recorded Teacher Workshops
• Access to Digital Collections
• Delaware History Day
• Primary Source Sets – COMING SOON
• Traveling Trunks – COMING SOON

• Ask me about curated field trip experiences



Field Trips Grades 1 – 12

Onsite

• First People in the First State (1-4)
• Frontier Delaware (3-4)
• Choosing Independence, Fighting for 

Freedom (4)
• Underground Railroad in Delaware (4-8)
• North vs. South in Delaware (8)
• Citizen Activist (7-12)
• Ahoy Matey: Pirates in Delaware (K-3)
• African American Heroes in Delaware 

(2-3)

Virtual

• John Tillman’s Journey to Freedom (8)
• 100,000 Words: Child Labor in 

Delaware (9-12)

COMING SOON!

• Topics on the Civil Rights Movement in 
Delaware (9-12)

• Delawareans & WWI (9-12)

Outreach

• First People in the First State (1-4)
• Revolutionary Espionage (4)
• Congressional Chaos (4)
• Civil War Boot Camp (8)
• Ahoy Matey: Pirates on the Delaware 

(K-3)



Primary Source Packets

• First Contact

• Ahoy Matey: Pirates in Delaware

• Choosing Independence, Fighting for Freedom

• Underground Railroad in Delaware

• North vs. South: The Civil War in Delaware

• World War II in Delaware (under revision)

• Dr. Carothers’ Sheer Genius: The History of Nylon

• The Art of Storytelling

• Blueprint for Preservation

• Discover Delaware



Lesson Plans

• By Delaware teachers, for Delaware teachers.

• Utilize Delaware Historical Society primary sources.

• Lessons meet state and common core standards. 



Traveling Trunks
A Museum in Your Classroom

Pilot Program

Delaware in the American Revolution (4)

The Civil War in Delaware (8)

Free for teachers in Kent and Sussex County for the 2025-2026 School Year.



Primary Source Sets
Coming Soon

Sample: Shipbuilding in Delaware



National History Day

2025 – 2026 Theme
Revolution, Reaction, Reform in History

• Challenges students in grades 6 through 12 to engage in research, 
interpretation, and analysis of historical topics related to a theme.

• Meets all four state history standards, as well as writing 
requirements.

• Students develop important life skills, such as critical thinking, 
collaboration, and communication, through well-researched 
projects in the form of a dramatic performance, imaginative exhibit, 
multimedia documentary, research paper, or website. 



Thank you!

Questions?

Caesar Rodney Letter to his brother Thomas. 
July 4, 1776.



Who to Contact

Delaware History Museum & Mitchell Center for African American Heritage

Field Trips (onsite, outreach), National History Day  
Garrett Hastings
ghastings@dehistory.org

Virtual Field Trips
Sierra Grocott
sgrocott@dehistory.org

Research Library

research@dehistory.org 

Read House & Gardens

Field Trips and Tours

Rachel Urs-Sheffield
rus@dehistory.org 

Delaware Historical Society

Educator Workshops, Resources, Support
Curated Field Trip Experiences

Rebecca Fay
rfay@dehistory.org 

mailto:ghastings@dehistory.org
mailto:sgrocott@dehistory.org
mailto:research@dehistory.org
mailto:rus@dehistory.org
mailto:rfay@dehistory.org
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