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Three Thoughts on the 
Lesson Plans

1. Literacy and Use of Primary 
Documents

2. Delaware History
3. National History is Local 



Using the Archives

1. Pre Made lessons website
2. Primary Sources that you 

can turn into lessons: Set up 
PD and Primary source 
workshops

3. Content Knowledge: Tavern 
Talks & First Saturday

4. Outreach to schools: Guest 
Lectures



Professional 
Development 
at the 
Archives



Content: Nothing ever happens in Delaware
Delaware Archives

Bulah/Belton letters
Loyalists Air Raid Orders

Brown v. 
Board

American 
Revolution

World War II



Tips for using 

Suggested topics:
American Revolution
World War II
Slavery
Jim Crow
Crime
Industrialization
Geography
Political Science

1. Use scan feature in notes 
(Iphone)

2. Computer 
3. Have an idea of what 

lessons you would like to 
enhance  

4. Documents, Maps, Posters, 
Pictures, Executive Orders, 
Election Records



Tips for Using pt. 2 

● Warm ups, exit tickets, cfus 
● Civics and Econ standards into history 

class  
● Letters for pov
● Current is easier 
● DESSA prep or other test prep 
● Snipping tool 
● Transcribe cursive 



Question sets to try and 
build analyzation skills.

Document from Delaware 
Archives



Fair Housing Lesson

● Civic participation 
● Letters, reports, 

newspaper articles
● Examples of forms 

of housing 
discrimination

● Scavenger 
hunt/hands on 
history  



Analyzing Documents

Literacy using Historical Documents

This worksheet is designed to assist students with 
literacy and historical thinking skills.

Directions: Read the below document and highlight any 
word you do not understand. After you have read and 
highlighted look up the words you do not understand.  
Then answer the questions at the bottom. The focus of 
the questions are on HAPPY (Historical Context, 
Audience, Purpose, Point of View, & Why) (Document in 
Delaware Archives)

Historical Context of the 
Document

Audience of the Document

Purpose of the Document

Point of View of the Document

whY of the Document

HAPPY EXAMPLE:



A picture is 
worth a 

thousand 
words

Map from online 
Delaware Archives



Video: “Your Chicken has been to War”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QbXiZwQT0SI


Is moving beyond just understanding the author’s text to consider the 
choices the author makes to communicate their message…Reading 
critically does not simply mean being moved, affected, informed, 
influenced, and persuaded by a piece of writing. It refers to analyzing 
and understanding the overall composition of the writing as well as 
how the writing achieved its effect on the audience.”

Elizabeth Browning, Karen Kyger, Kate Bombick

Smithsonian Learning Lab on Critical Reading


