
Delaware Civics Standard 2b and 3a 

This excerpt comes from the Chapter 1: Basic Principles of the Delaware Civil Defense Plan 
published in December of 1964. It outlines the roles the Federal, State, and Local governments 
would play in handling emergency preparedness and operations. 

State and Local Governments. 

The government of each State is responsible for the preparedness and emergency operations 
of the state and its political subdivisions and for insuring that such activities are compatible with 
those of the Federal Government. The government is responsible for its preparedness and 
emergency operations in accordance with Federal and State emergency plans and programs. 

           While the Federal Government can indicate the kinds of preparedness actions the States 
should take, it is the responsibility of the State governments to provide the additional 
constitutional or statutory support, organization, and procedures for the conduct of those 
activities. The same is true of the need for local ordinances to meet the preparedness 
requirements of each locality… 

Private Sector. 

           “The leaders of industry, agriculture, labor, and finance are responsible, in cooperation 
with appropriate government agencies, for planning and executing measures designed to 
assure the continued functioning or rapid restoration of the essential elements of the national 
economy. 

           Individuals and families are responsible to the extent possible for their own emergency 
needs and for participation in the general survival and recovery effort. 

           All public organizations are expected to make such contributions to national, State, and 
community preparedness and survival operations as possible and appropriate. 

  

1.       How does the structure of the Delaware Civil Defense Plan’s responsibilities demonstrate 
the balance of power between local, state, and federal agencies? 

  

2.       Does the balance of power demonstrated in the structure of the Delaware Civil Defense 
Plan illustrate the dynamic nature of governance or does it illustrate how the Constitution 
constrains the dynamic nature of governance? 

  



3.       What responsibility of a private U.S. citizen does the Delaware Civil Defense Plan 
require? 

  

  

4.       Why are these civic responsibilities given to citizens in the Civil Defense Plan important in 
ensuring the health of American democracy? 

Answer Cues: 

1.       How does the structure of the Delaware Civil Defense Plan’s responsibilities demonstrate 
the balance of power between local, state, and federal agencies? 

·       Each level had a different role but also worked together to promote 
emergency preparedness 

·       The Constitution gives responsibilities to the Federal government and gives 
others to the state. The emergency preparedness plan did this too. 

  

2.       Does the balance of power demonstrated in the structure of the Delaware Civil Defense 
Plan illustrate the dynamic nature of governance or does it illustrate how the Constitution 
constrains the dynamic nature of governance? 

·       Dynamic: Each government level is responding to a threat grounded in the 
context of the 1960s, not the era of the founding fathers 

·       Constrain: While the governments are responding to the threats facing 
America in the 1960s, the plan maintains a balance of power set forth in the 
Constitution (10th Amendment) maintaining constitutional principals 

  

3.       What responsibility of a private U.S. citizen does the Delaware Civil Defense Plan 
require? 

·       Citizens have to take care of their own defense on an individual effort but 
also contribute to the general defense. 

·       Public groups of private citizens are expected to work for the common 
defense. 

  



4.       Why are these civic responsibilities given to citizens in the Civil Defense Plan important in 
ensuring the health of American democracy? 

·       Citizens must work to protect American democracy in order to enjoy the 
rights and privileges it provides. 

  



 


