
DE Civics Standard 2b and 4b 

Appointed by the Governor, the Delaware Council on Women served to inform the executive 
branch about issues regarding women’s equality in the Delaware, propose possible solutions to 
inequality, and lobby on behalf of those solutions and issues. The passage below is from the 
“Annual Report of the Delaware Council for Women” sent to Russell W. Peterson on May 26, 
1972. 

Legislation 

           The members of the Legislative Committee have: 

1.       Urged action by President Nixon: (a) to sign the childcare bill (HB6748) 
and (b) to publically endorse the Equal Rights Amendment (HJ Res. 208) 

2.       Adopted position papers endorsing the Equal Rights Amendment and 
The Equal Employment Opportunities Enforcement Act (S. 2515) which was 
delivered to our U.S. Senators. 

6.       Mailed Legislative Alert to forty women’s organizations in Delaware 
urging members to contact their legislators… 

7.       Wrote each Senator on the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee urging a 
vote for the unamended version of the Equal Rights Amendment in 
Committee. 

-“Annual Report of the Delaware Council for Women” 

Sent to Russell W. Peterson on May 26, 1972. 

  

1.       What role do commissions engaged in examining public policy play in the political 
process? Use evidence from the source above to support your answer. 

  

  

  

  

  



2.       How did the Delaware Council for Women help citizens stay informed? Use evidence 
from the source above to support your answer. 

  

  

  

  

3.       How does the debate over the Equal Rights Amendment illustrate the dynamic process of 
government? Use evidence from the source above to support your answer. 

  

  

  

Answer Cues: 

1.       What role do commissions engaged in examining public policy play in the political 
process? Use evidence from the source above to support your answer. 

·       Gather information about the topic and use it to form a position 
·       Communicate positions to the government agencies, lobbying groups, or 
the legislature 

  
  

2.       How did the Delaware Council for Women help citizens stay informed? Use evidence 
from the source above to support your answer. 

·       Communicated with the government and local citizens’ groups about their 
position 
  

  

4.       How does the debate over the Equal Rights Amendment illustrate the dynamic process of 
government? Use evidence from the source above to support your answer. 

·       The push for the ERA was the result of changing societal values regarding 
women’s status 
·       Although support for the ERA was the result of changing societal values 
regarding women’s status, the need for it to be added through the amendment 
process shows how the Constitution constrains the dynamic nature of 
governance 



 



 



 


