DE History Standard 1a and 2a
The source below comes from an article titled “Are We Ready for Equality” by Esther Westervelt
published in the November 1970 edition of the American Association of University Women. The
article discusses the results of a survey of over 600 women about their attitudes on women’s
status.
“In terms of their proportion to the total female population of fairly educated women, the
housewives have to be considered more representative of American middle class women than
either the women educators or career women. Therefore, their attitudes may tell us more about
the future of American women. A large proportion feared that a mother’s employment could be
psychologically damaging to children and believed that a woman must plan for a career
interruption for seven to fifteen years if she intends to have children. A majority believed that
men should have priority over women in employment and education because men have the
major responsibility for the support of families…A majority also believed that women should not
assume greater leadership in politics, business, industry, the professions, and labor unions…In
brief, these women tended to resist accepting greater responsibility for the support of families
and for political and economic leadership and saw maternity as woman’s most important role;
they did, however, desire certain services that would facilitate the mother’s working outside the
home.”
1.
Why is it important to consider the date (context) of this source before
analyzing its meaning?

2.
Are you surprised by the opinions held by 1970s housewives? Why or why
not?

3.
What might be some of the services that facilitate a mother’s working
outside of the home?

4.
Do the opinions expressed by the women in the source represent change
or continuity in in ideas about women’s place in society? Support your answer
with specific historical information.

Answer Cues:
1.
Why is it important to consider the date (context) of this source before
analyzing its meaning?
·
Sources reflect the time they are written in so they must be
considered in that context

2.
Are you surprised by the opinions held by 1970s housewives? Why or why
not?
·

Responses will vary

3.
What might be some of the services that facilitate a mother’s working
outside of the home?
·
Daycare, before and after care, maternity leave, employment
protections

4.
Do the opinions expressed by the women in the source represent change
or continuity in in ideas about women’s place in society? Support your answer
with specific historical information.
·
Continuity: Women have always been divided about the goals of the
women’s rights movement, groups of women revere the traditional role of
women in society (cult of domesticity, women against the 19th
amendment, 1950s cultural conformity)

