
Lesson:   Crime 

Content Standards 

Delaware State Historical Standard 2 

6-8b: Students will examine historical documents, artifacts, and other materials, and analyze them 
in terms of credibility, as well as the purpose, perspective, or point of view for which they were 
constructed. 

9-12b: Students will examine and analyze primary and secondary sources in order to differentiate 
between historical facts and historical interpretations. 

Common Core Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Science 11-12 

2. Determine the central idea or conclusions of a text; summarize complex concepts, processes, 
or information presented in a text by paraphrasing them in simpler but still accurate terms 

6. Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an explanation, describing a procedure, or discussing 
an experiment in a text, identifying important issue that remain unresolved. 

 
Learning Objectives: 

1. What is the Definition of a crime? 
2. What are the elements of a crime?  
3. What are the different categories of crime? 
4. Do laws change over time? 

 
Grade Level: Middle and High School  
 
Primary Source: 
1931 Wilmington Police Booking 

Warm up: 
Ask students the following questions. 

1. How do you(personally) define a crime? 
2. How should the state define a crime? 
3. What elements should make up a crime? 
4. How should crimes be classified/categorized? 
5. Why should crime be classified/categorized? 

Procedure: 

1. Go over the interactive nearpod with the class. 
https://np1.nearpod.com/sharePresentation.php?code=164a6e4ccea410eb8dc15f1799219260-
1&oc=user-created&utm_source=link 
 

2. As you go over the nearpod have students fill in Notetaking sheet. 

https://np1.nearpod.com/sharePresentation.php?code=164a6e4ccea410eb8dc15f1799219260-1&oc=user-created&utm_source=link
https://np1.nearpod.com/sharePresentation.php?code=164a6e4ccea410eb8dc15f1799219260-1&oc=user-created&utm_source=link


 
3. Give primary sources to students and have them choose a crime on each Document. Students 

should choose different crimes and ones they have questions about when filling out the chart.  
 

4. Answer the questions based on the 1935 Delaware Criminal Code.  The code deals with Offenses 
against religion, morality, and decency.  
 

5. Have students complete the exit ticket when the lesson is done.  



Notetaking Sheet 

Term Definition Notes/Examples 
Social 
Definition 

  

Legal Definition  
 

 

Elements of a 
Crime 

Harm: 
 
 
Legality: 
 
 
Actus Reus 
 
 
Mens Rea: 
 
 
Causation: 
 
 
Concurrence: 
 
 
Punishment: 
 
 
 

 

Defenses of a 
Crime 

Duress: 
 
 
 
Underage: 
 
 
 
Insanity: 
 
 
 
Self Defense 
 
 
 
 
Entrapment: 
 

 



 
Necessity: 
 
 
 

Category of 
Crime 

Violent/Personal: 
 
 
Property: 
 
 

 

Other Category 
of Crime 

Mala in Se: 
 
 
Mala Prohibita: 
 
 

 

Status Offense 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

  



Term Definition Notes/Examples 
Social 
Definition 

A violation of any rule or standard of society 
 

Example: Gambling and 
Prostitution 

Legal Definition An intentional violation of the criminal law 
committed without defense or excuse and 
penalized by the state. 
 

Example: Murder or Theft 

Elements of a 
Crime 

Harm: The external consequence required to 
make an action a crime.  
 
 
 
 
 
Legality: The requirement that a harm must be 
legally forbidden for the behavior to be a 
crime and the law must not be retroactive 
 
 
Actus Reus: Criminal Conduct, intentional or 
criminally negligent action or inaction that 
causes harm  
 
 
Mens Rea: Criminal Intent, guilty state of mind 
 
 
Causation: The harm must come without a 
delay 
 
 
Concurrence: Actus Reus and Mens Rea 
together 
 
 
Punishment: Their must be a statutory 
punishment  
 
 
 

The Harm must be verbal or 
physical 
 
Victimless Crimes: A crime 
where arguably no one is 
harmed. Example: Gambling 
 
Ex Post Factor: A that declares 
criminal an act that was not 
illegal when it was committed 
or increases the punishment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The purpose is to prevent 
people from facing the threat 
of criminal charges the rest of 
their lives 

Defenses of a 
Crime 

Duress: Force or coercion as an excuse for a 
crime 
 
Underage: A special category of offense 
created for youth, in most jurisdictions are 
persons between 7 & 18 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Insanity: Mental or psychological impairment 
or retardation as a defense against a criminal 
charge 
 
 
 
Self Defense: The use of a reasonable amount 
of force to defend themselves 
 
 
 
Entrapment: A legal defense against criminal 
responsibility when they were induced to 
committing a crime by law enforcement 
against their will. 
 
 
Necessity: A crime has been committed to 
prevent another greater crime 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Deadly force is not allowed in 
protection of property 

Category of 
Crime 

Violent/Personal:  Crimes that involve force or 
threat of force 
 
 
Property: Crimes that involve taking money or 
property 
 
 

 

Other Category 
of Crime 

Mala in Se: Wrong in themselves, crimes that 
are timeless 
 
 
Mala Prohibita: Offenses that are illegal 
because laws define them as such 
 
 

Example: Murder & Rape 
 
 
 
Example: Trespassing, 
gambling, and prostitution 

Status Offense 
 
 
 
 

An act that is not illegal for adults but is for 
minors 

Example: Gambling or 
consumption of alcohol 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Document 1 

 



 

Document 2 

 

 



 

Document 3 

 



Document 4 

 

 

 

 



Document 5 



Name:       Date:    Period: 

 

Crime/Booking Chart 

 What crime 
was 

committed? 

Who was 
the person 

who 
committed 
the crime? 

(Not 
name) 

Which Definition 
of crime is being 

used with the 
arrest? 

Was the Crime 
Property or 

Personal/Viole
nt? 

Was the 
Crime Civil 

or 
Criminal? 

Is this a 
mala in 
se crime 
or mala 

prohibita 
crime? 

Document 
1 
 
 

      

Document 
2 
 
 

      

Document 
3 
 
 

      

Document 
4 
 
 

      

Document 
5 
 
 

      

 

 

1. Which of the above crimes should not be a crime? 
 

A.                                                                                Why? Is there an element missing? 
 
 
 
B.      Why? Is there an element missing? 

 

2. Why do you think (What you identified to in question 1) made a crime? 

 



Name:      Date:     Period: 

Social Crimes 

 

Review the 1935 Delaware Criminal Code and answer the following questions. 

1. Chapter 153 deals with what types of crimes? 
 
 

2. In the Wilmington Booking Log were any people arrested for one of the crimes in Chapter 153? 
If so what crime or crimes. 
 
 
 

3. What element or elements of a crime are missing in Chapter 153? Does the fact the element is 
missing mean that law should NOT be a crime? 
 
 
 

4. Choose a defense for a crime (Do not use Entrapment) and one law from Chapter 153 and 
explain how that defense could be used. (45-50 words) 
 
 
 
 
 

5. From Chapter 153 give me an example of a mala in se and a mala prohibita crime? 
 
 

6. Why do you think these laws were passed? 
 
 

7. Are these laws still in effect today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



  



 



 



 



Name:      Date:     Period: 

Exit Ticket Grocery List 

 

Fill up your shopping cart with 5 take a ways about crime from the lesson! 

 

 

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 


