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N4 LETTER FROM GEORGE READ TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS -
v
//%} (. Wilmington Jany. 18, 1778
N N

Sir. '
I have been Applied to for Commisgsions by the Owners of divers small Armed
pew fitting out within this State on a design ef Crulzing within the River and
Bay of lelaware to intercept such of ‘the Enemles Vessels as may fall within their
reach or ; therefore I must Request the favour of you to inclose me by the bearer
Capt. Isaac Lewis, Twenty blank# Commissions for private Vessels of War,and as many
blank Bonds to be Executed by the partlies fitting out such Vessels,-agreeable to the
Resolutions ef Congress of the 3@r)of April 1776,

Ne such blanks have been sent herétofore to this State to my knowledge,but if so,
they were taken with our President by he Enemy,

The present Season is very favorrable to the scheme of fitting eut these Armed
Vessels,the Enemies Ships of War having retired teo distant Harbeurs and their trading
Vessels are dropping in here singly and become easy Captures, a few instances of this
last have already happened, and I have this further Expectatien, that by this means
we shall be enabled more effectually to prevent the Enemy from receiving Supplies aleng
the shore of the Delaware, which is so extensive, to wit. more than one hundred and
twenty miles including our Sea board,that it is almost impracticable to guard the whole
by land forces. I shall esteem it as a favour in you to dispatch the Messenger in this
business with all the Expedition in your power as there is certain intelligence that a
number of small Vessels are coming round from New York with Merchandize and provisions,
and I have the honour to be

your most Obedt., Servt,
Geo, Read Vice President
The Honble,President of Congress of the Delaware State
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