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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

George Fletcher Bennett (1899-1984) was nationally recognized as an expert 

on English Neoclassic or Georgian or "Colonial" architecture. He worked out of 

an office in his home in Camden, Del. for most of his life. For nearly ten years he 

lived in Williamsburg, Va. and served as the senior staff restorationist for the 

Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. Previously Mr. Bennett did restoration work 

for the National Park Service. 
Bennett was a devotee of colonial 

architecture and deemed other styles 

substandard or ill-conceived. His biggest 

complaint was with modern architecture and 

commented that "all walls are glass and all 

windows are brick." 

Bennett was born and raised in 

Wilmington. He became a draftsman at 17 

and opened a practice in his early twenties. 

His first historical restorations began in 1927. 

In his career, he restored the former Blue Coat 

Inn in Dover, the Village Inn in Little Creek 

and the Schmittinger & Rodriguez law offices 

in Dover and the north and south extensions 

of Legislative Hall. 
This book was released in a very small run 

in 1977 and has been unavailable for many 

years. Bennett is also the author of Early 

Architecture of Delaware. Released in 1931 the book is a valued collector's item. 



HOW TO USE THIS BOOK 

This work is a scrapbook containing the author's drawings and photographs 
of a 60-year career in architecture. In some instances, handwritten notes appear 
in the text or near pictures. The author encouraged builders and homeowners to 
borrow his detailed drawings in order to replicate his designs for their use. This 
scrapbook was conceived by the author to also be an easy to follow, how-to 
handbook. 

Please note that in some instances certain properties included in The Perennial 
Apprentice no longer exist in its past form or have disappeared completely from 
the First State landscape since the scrapbook was completed in 1977. 



II 
:: 

An excellent example of Colonial architecture in Delaware, the New Castle Court House 

is located in historic Old New Castle. Built in 1732, it is one of the oldest surviving 

courthouses in the country. The building served as Delaware's first statehouse and was 

the home of Delaware's colonial assembly. A registered National Historic Landmark 

Site, the building is administered by Delaware State Museums. 
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IN T RODUCTION 

Early in Lhe present century a young man , growing up 111 Wilmington , Delaware, was 
much int rigued with Lhe buildings h e saw abou t him. That man, George Fle tcher Benne tt , 
was also delighted to look at b ooks containing illustra tions o f no table h ouses and buildings 
which instilled in him a desire to beco me an architect - a motiva tion to create and design 
structures. The method by which he did this reaches back into the earliest days of Delaware 
architectural history for their development. 

During the coloniz ing years o f the Delaware River Valley settlements o f our Country, 
th e settlers introduced th eir crafts and knowledge, learned in the British Islands o r the 
Con tinent. The Swedes who established Fort Christina, n ow Wilmington , in troduced th e log 
cabin , which develop ed into an easily builL type o f habitation adopted by succeeding mi
gration o f settlers. These Scandanavian set tlers also in t roduced their own religion, educa
tion , and agricul ture. 

The Dutch, who followed th em , brough t the skills of building canals, dykes, windmills, 
bric k build ings with stepped facades and tiled roofs. Their government was more represen
taLive and the Dutch Reformed Church served the settlers from the Low Lands. 

In 1664 the English displaced the Dutch regi me and in troduced law and order , the 
Church of England, nearly th e complete English local governmental and court syslems, 
their systems for trade and co mmerce, and a well-developed style of English architecture. 
At the san1e time the craft guilds, which origina ted in mediaeval tim es, were introduced in 
modified forms. Under the guild system young apprentices served a master craftsman, 
usually four years, in o rder to learn a trade wh erever he chose . Thus, in the late seventeen th, 
eigh teen th , and nineteenth centuries the ancient guild system of appren tice, journeyman, 
and master developed and flourished. The domestic and imported produc ts o f those cen
turies came from the shops o f artisans t rained in tha t manner. 

Probably the best example in this Country of any early t rade guild is the Carpen ters' 
Company o f Philadelphia, founded in 1724. In those days carp enters who were master
builders were architects as well. They designed and constructed, not only their own Car
penters' Hall (1770-1 773), but many of the historical and architecturally important build
ings of Philadelphia. 

Just as blacksmiths, tinsmitl1s, coppersmitl1s, and later machinists m ade th eir own tools 
while serving an apprenticeship, so too the carpenter 's appren tice learned to sharpen and 
protect the cutting edge of his tools. He also learn ed , like the apprent ice law clerk, to keep 
a record of th ose things he learned which were pertinen t to his craft and wo uld likely serve 
him as a journeyman or master. Usually, calculations, quanti ties , and designs were the 
subjects most frequently recorded. As an accomm odation to their members, the Carpenters' 
Company published , in 1786, Articles and Rules which contained rules of th e Comp any , 
prices, patterns, and designs. Anyone wh o disclosed the contents o f the b ook to outsiders 
faced expulsion fro m the Compan y. 



Like the early carpenters' apprentices, George Fletcher Bennett, too, kept notes, sket
ches, and drawings of those architectural features which appealed to him and seemed note
worthy. He served an apprenticeship with John and Martin Kennedy, then with John Dock
ery Thompson, and was sponsored by Walter Brown - all men respected in the architectural 
profession during the first quarter of this century. Then, as a journeyman, he worked under 
the aegis of Norman P. Rood of the Hercules Powder Company. By this time the name of 
George Fletcher Bennett was recognized in the architectural profession. 

Anxious to pursue creative design work, Mr. Bennett left industrial building planning and 
began freelance work. During that period he was successful in being commissioned to design 
some significant houses. It was during that time that he was urged by Earl Brooks, the 
photographer, and other friends to put in print his observations and notes of the early 
architecture of his native State. In 1932 the first and only definitive volume on the subject 
was prepared and published by Mr. Bennett under the title, Early Architecture of Delaware. 
The volume has been an invaluable source through the years because of the numerous excel
lent architectural details and the wealth of definitive photographs of early churches, man
sions, houses, farm buildings and outbuildings.· 

As Mr. Bennett's work increased he established the firm of Bennett & Stanhope in Wil
mington. After an interim he sold his share of the firm and was employed as a Senior 
Restoration Architect with Colonial Williamsburg and the National Park Service. At the 
usual retirement age, Mr. and Mrs. Bennett returned to Delaware and setteled in Kent 
County, west of Wyoming in an old house which he restored in an authentic and com
fortable manner. Rather than retiring, he has been extremely busy with design and con
sultant work. Notable among these projects were the north and south extensions of Legis
lative Hall in Dover, which were so skillfully designed and constructed under his super
vision that it is difficult to detect the old from the new. Two branch banks for the Dela
ware Trust Company, a period law office, commercial buildings and restoration consulta
tions give a quick summary of his latest achievements. 

Similar to the craftsman of old and as exemplified by his own experience, George Flet
cher Bennett continues to learn, to strive for quality in his workmanship, and to share his 
knowledge with those seriously concerned with our architectural heritage. The present 
volume is appropriately named as he continues to learn and endeavors to better his pro
fession. He has maintained his notebooks and now has shared portions of them with those 
who wish to learn. It is a wise mastercraftsman who still considers himself The Perenni'al 
Apprentz'ce. 

Dover, Delaware 
June 25, 1977 
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Leon deValinger, Jr. 



Fort Casimir 
after its capture by the Swedes in 1653, 

The plan shows the strategic value of the position of Fort Christina at that 
time, close to the end of a tongue of fast land terminating at the Rocks, a natural 
wharf, and flanked by marshes (N, P, Q, F). The river having since been bulk
headed and the marshes filled in, these strategic advantages have disappeared. 

Delaware Tercentenary Almanack 1937 
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The Land the First Settlers Found 

Except where it was cut through by little rivers, and where some marsh or morass lay open and where 
the Indians had cleared their little fields, the land that is now the State of Delaware was, in 1638, cov

ered by a primeval forest, a forest that had never known an axe. 

The deep black soil, enriched by rotted leaves that had fallen year by year for thousands of years, 

bore mighty oaks rising 60 or 80 feet before a single limb thrust itself from their rude columns. Tower
ing tulip trees reared their smooth trunks to great heights. Huge beeches with silvered boles, rough 

barked chestnuts, walnuts, hickories, maples, buttonwoods and ash trees strove with each other for 
space to spread their branches. Pines, straight and slim, stood close-ranked like masts in a forest of 
ships. Cypress grew thick in the swamps and willows lined the streams. Among the greater trees the 
lesser, sassafras, dogwood, hornbeam, holly, alder, and a multitude of shrubs elbowed each other, and 
everywhere, spreading over the lower trees, climbing among the branches of the loftiest, grapeviles 
flung a tangled network. Huge tree-trunks; fallen through age or overthrown by storms, lay here and 

there. Bogs, formed by clogged streams or in naturally undrained spaces, grew rank with reeds and 
marsh-plants. Only by the few Indian trails was such a forest penetrable without vast difficulty and real 

danger. 

Every kind of vegetable life that flourishes in a temperate and humid climate grew in this fertile soil 
in profusion. Wild fruits, mulberries, cherries, plums, blackberries, raspberries, strawberries and grapes 
abounded. Medicinal plants and herbs, specifics for many ailments, flourished in the woods and marshes. 

Wild animal life was more varied and abundant than anywhere on this continent today. Beasts of 
prey, bears, wolves, panthers, wildcats, infested the forest. Elk and deer roamed through it. Foxes, rac
coons, opossums, minks, weasels, skunks, rabbits and squirrels were there in multitudes. Beavers, fishers, 

otters and muskrats haunted the ponds and streams. 

There were birds of prey, too, eagles, hawks, and kites, owls, buzzards and crows. Game-birds were 

plentiful, turkeys of great size, partridges, pheasants, quail, woodcock and snipe, swans, geese and 
ducks. Song-birds filled the air with their melody. Wild pigeons were so numerous that, flying in vast 
flocks, they darkened the sun as to clouds. 

The River yielded fish in inexhaustible plenty. Halibut, mackerel, rock, bass, pike, trout, perch, 

catfish and eels were abundant. Herring swarmed in incredible numbers. 

Down where the Bay met the ocean, the sportive porpoise leaped from the waves and the jovial 
whale wallowed in the deeper waters. On the shores the suspicious crab scuttled sidewise over the 

sands, while the cautious clam and the saturnine oyster reposed in their beds. 

Christopher L. Ward 
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THE CAVES. -
MosT Philadelphinns have had some vague conceptions of the 

r.aves and cabins in which the primitive settlers made their tempo
rary residence. The caves were generally formed by digging into 
the ground, near the verge of the river-front bank, about three feet 
in depth; thus making half their chamher under ground ; and the 
remainin~ half above ground was formed of sods of earth, or earth 
and brusn combined. The roofs were formed of layers of limbs, o.r 
split pieces of trees, over-laid with rod or bark, river rushes, &c. 
'l'he chimneys were of stones and river pebbles, mortared together 
with clay and grass, or river reeds. The following facts may illus
trate this subject, to wit : 

An original paper is in John Johnson's family, of the year 1683, 
which is an instrument concerning a divieion of certain lands, and 
" executed and witnessed in the cave of Francis Daniel Pastorius, 
Esq.?' 

On the 17th of 9 mo. 1685, it was ordered by the provincial execu
tive Council, that all families living in caves should appear before 
the Council. What a group they must have mat.le! This order 
was occasioned by the representations of the magistrates of Philadel
phia, and enforced by a letter they bad received from Governor Penn, »-'VV'.,.,,'E'.':::.. 
in England. No one, however, thought proper to obey the order. 
The Council gave "further notice" that the Governor's orders re
ating to the caves will be put in execution in one month's time. 

In 1685, the Grand Jury present Joseph Knight, for suffering COTT AGE 
drunkenness and evil orders in his cave; and several drinking houses 
to debuuch persons are nlso presented. They also present all the 
empty caves that do stand in the Front Street, "which is to be sixty 
feet wide," wherefore, the court orders that they forthwith" be pulled 
down," by the constables, and" demolished;" (terms intimating they 
were in part above ground,) and upon request of John Barnes and 
Patrick Robinson, [the Clerk of Council,) who asked one month to 
pull down their respective caves, it was granted, on condition that 

AND CAVE{ii>.r,; 
--- - --J;!-----=--

they fill up the hole in the street. On another occasion, they are 
called Caves, or" Cabins," on the king's high way. _G_a_b_n.,.:._e.,..l ...,T~h-o_m_as..!:=, 7jo~h-:i_s_a_c_c_o-unt-:--, of 1698, of the primitive state 

of society, speaks of great encouragem_enl.t< and ready pay given to 
all conditions of tradesmen and workmg men. None need stand 
idle. Of lawyers and physicians be remarks he will say liule, save 
that their services were little required, as all were peaceable nnd 
healthy •• • William Penn also made che remark, on I WATSON 

his arrival that all the houses of the Dutch and Swedes he found • 
eveiy whe~e filled wilh a lusty and fine looking rnce of chj_ldren. __ 1898. 



THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 
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OwnerS of simpler houses contented themselves with whitewash-
1ng the walls, but more fortunate persons used wall-paper, all of 
which was imported until a late day. 'Ihe Loan', PRAYER in WcHb. 
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E IN Tad yr hwn wyt yn y ncfocd 
Sancl:ciddier dy Enw, 

Deved dy Deyntas, 
G wneler dy Ewylly& megis yn ynefar y ddaiair hcfyd, 
Dyro ini he.ddyw cin bara beunyddioll, 
Ammaddcw ini ein dyled1on tel y maddeuwn ninnow in 

dylcd-wyr, 
Ac nae arwain ni i brofedegaeth, 
Either gwarcd ni rhag drwg 
Cannys ciddol ti yw'r deyrnas, a'r nerth, a'r gogoniant1 

yn oes ocfocdd. Amen. 



" KIS KIS KI ACK" ON TH E YORK RIVER, YORK COUNTY, VIRG INIA 

From an original photo, a gift from William E. Bozarth , Yorktown, Va . 

Sussex County has several small homes framed with "palisade" 
construction (verticle plank 2 to 4 inches thick) and covered 
with cypress shingles or oak weather boarding. 
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Built in 1740 by John Lewden on Lew
den's Island opposite ewport. TI1e 
house has been completely destroyed. 
An end wall of panelling from this 
house removed some forty years ago 
now in the house " My Lord's Gift" 
Queenstown, Maryland. 



THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

The thin partitions commonly observed in the old houses were not 
built of studding in the manner familiar to us, but of rough boards 
about I inch by 8 inches nailed against each other, each side of each 
hoard lapping about one inch upon its neighbour. Over the whole on 
both sides of the partition thus roughly formed the lath and plaster 
were laid. The finished thickness, therefore, would never exceed 
4 inches and many such partitions.. measure but 3½ inches. "X" ...___ __ _ 

i 
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Plank house 

8 



• .l-
. . ~ --H ..,..-....: I 

.,......-,. ~,.- \b)-.,- . --
' 

_,,_ V. --------· - _,,,,... .. ,.,. ~ 
! ~' -~ ;.. ~,-,],~ 1= 
t-1 ~1 ,. ··1---Jl-; .i::.=-

? ' .'' . ' ..,,,J ~ ... - - - "- -

~-~! k. i ·.· t{~j:. . ·- - -
( ~r--lj ~• 
! ,; , I ~~ ...... r •'• 

, .. ii h . .-4~. 
:i 

i
.' 
J 
' 
' .·, 

~

. 

I l'i!,- --../ 
j_ 11 -... , 

i:,!-y .;.\~ ~('~: .. ~ -= ~ ~~-- _.::,:.~ 
~ .. c;..- ... -

~ ,i;: - ~ -

.,,: -~~~~ 
~ ;..~~. ••' ~ -. 

; 1_ I 

,' 'I ... ! .. 

~ I ;,.--• 

The abundance of timber and the habit of the old carpenters of 
framing their material or "stuff" with wood pegs resulted in very 
little iron entering into tlie construction of buildings. In the shape 
of nails and occasional straps or anchors only can it be found. Iron 
and other metals had been discovete<l by the time Penn first reached 
the Colony, for we read of his mentioning " mineral of copper and 
iron in divers places " in the Province in his letter to L ord K eeper 
North of July, 1783. Gabriel Thomas states that "ironstone or 
ore had been la tely found, which far exceeded that in England, being 
richer and less drossy, and that some preparations had already been 
made to carry on an iron work." There we~·e then numerous black
smiths in the colony. Thomas states that one of these, his neighbour, 
earned with his negro man 50 shillings a day by working up 100 
pounds of iron at 6d. a pound, the common price. 
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The Dutch, the Swedes, and the English found abundant clay 
deposits near the Delaware shores; and bringing with them centuries 
of tradition in the use of brick, it was their ambition to build in this 
material so soon as their means permitted. The first bricks made in 
the Anglian colonies, says Bishop, were produced in Virginia in 
1612. At New Castle bricks were made in 1656. Ferris, the historian 
of the Swedish settlements on the Delaware, remembered seeing in his 
youth the house at New Castle in which Governor Lovelace entertained 
George Fox in 1672. The timber appeared to have been hewed. The 
walls were of brick and the lime of the mortar had been made from 
oyster shells before any limestone had been discovered. Robert 
Turner, writing to l\Tilliam Penn, June 3, 1685, says, cc Bricks are 
exceedingly good, and cheaper than they were, say at 16 shillings per 
thousand, and brick houses are now as cheap to build as wood. l\Iany 
brave brick houses are going up with good cellars." 

The Dutcl1at New Amsterdam were active brickmakers, and there are 
records of bricks being sent from there to the South (Delaware) 
River. When the handfuls of Colonists lay widely separated, and 
mere distance, not to mention other obstacles, was a barrier to trade 
between them, it would have been natural for the South River folk to 
have called these bricks "imported," as, in the sense of those days, 
they were. It is doubtful if there are a half dozen Colonial buildings 
existing to-day, whose bricks, it can be said with certainty, were 
brought from England or the Continent. cc English statute bricks," 
says an old encyclopedia, "are 9% inches long by 4% by 2½ inches." 
In only one building* illustrated in this volume do the bricks exceed 
8¾ inches in length. 

*The Ric1ge1y House, Dover, Dela-a-are. 

10 



Shingles were almost universally used for roofs, and were com
monly believed to last without repair for twenty or thirty years. 
The shingles were of cedar or cypress. If of the former, the courses 
were supposed to be 9 or 10 inches wide; if of the latter, about· 7 
inches. It was aimed to have the roof covering at no point greater than 
t hree shingles in thickness, so that the shingles would dry quickly 
after a r ain. A practice arose of bevelling the butts of shingles so 
that the rain would easier run from them. 

The shingles were nailed to " heart of oak " lath secured in turn 
to the rafters. The wrought-iron nails used were so pliable as to be 
easily clinched on the under side. If the shingles ever came off, it 
was certainly not the fault of the nails, but rather the decay of the 
shingle, which would ca.use the nail-hole to enlarge, thus robbing the 
nail of its grip, so that in time wind and weather would carry the 
shingle away. A forecast of the modern shingle stain was to be 
found in the belief that if the shingles were dipped in fish oil it would 
add greatly to their durability. llc rl,c r t C.W ise, Colonial ,\rchileclure ( l\JI 3) 
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T HE invention that moulded the character of American archi
tecture was the saw-mill. Had the country been settled before 
its introduction we should have seen in the primitive buildings 

the method of framing walls with hand-hewn heavy dimensioned 
timber, the spaces between filled with brick or stone" nogging," and 
which constitutes the half-timbered style of architecture general in 
England and Northern Europe. Indeed in the first buildings reared 
in Philadelphia, after the cave and hut period, the structures were 
so contrived. But the addition of brick not only :filled the voids of 
the wood skeleton, but covered and concealed it. Soon, however, 
walls were built wholly of brick. Timbers, hand-hewn, because of 
their large dimensions, were used for the floor joists and girders. 
All other parts consisting of wood were sawn. These at first were the 
output of hand sawyers, who were greatly in demand. The boards 
were used for floors and partitions. Plastering lath and shingles 
were split by hand. Clapboards were split and then shaved to make 
their opposite edges of unequal thickness. 

When America was being settled, saw-mills were known in 
Europe, though hardly established in England. Finding themselves 
among illimitable forests, the pioneers on our shores lost little time 
in erecting them. The Dutch had constructed wind saw-mills on 
Manhattan Island by the year 1688; and the Dutch and Swedish 
settlers beside the Delaware ,Yere early in possession of saw-mills 
driven by both wind and water. In West .Jersey, after its coming 
under the dominion of Penn and his associates, we find an English
man, ,vmiam Hampton, building a saw-mill at Salem in 1688. In 
1698 the manufacture of lumber had so increased as to be extensively 
exported. And yet for a number of years saw-mills do not appear 
to have been very numerous in and about Philadelphia. Although 
the Assessors reported forty sa.w-mills in the County of Philadelphia 
in 1760, lumber was in no wise such a staple of the building trade here 
as it was in New England. The output of the saw-mill, however, 
was available in all the Colonies, and the architecture assumed its 
form accordingly. Wood, instead of being used as in huts and 
cabins in large solid form, was cut by the mills into boards, which 
were wrought int~ multifarious forms, making possible the beautiful 
wood detail so characteristic of Colonial architecture. 

By Herbert C. Wise 
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kitchen and sometimes a small bed-chamber. 
A fireplace was added and a flue built up along J 
the back of the original chimney, whose form, 
above the roof, now became T-shaped instead of 
rectangular. 
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~a:.:.pHdifidmtt _ _.f.t:;:Wilmingttw 

Demoli1hed 
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The east side of Wilmington was a city of 
tranquil streets. More than fifty fine little houses 
are gone. The town pump and the City Market at 
2nd and Market Streets are gone. I see little hope 
of anything better than age upon age of apart
ments, of lives without homes and without bene
fit of a property with soil as remembered by this 
writer! 
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Pre-Revolutionary Period 
'N,.r.1, i\/.tuip,wr 

De1110/i1/ud 

Our earl iest interiors, those of the 17th century, re

present a folk-a rt, medieval in character. By the begin

ning of the 18th century a new s tyle was evolved and, 

due to the availability and use of builder's handbooks, 

a sense of style was recognized from Maine to South 

Carolina. Although we know changes in the handling 

of this style varied according to time an<l place, yet 

changes came slowly and young men were trained to do 

and to think in the ways that would be expected of 

t hem in their maturity. Every joiner, cabinet-maker, 

housewright, carpen ter, or carpenter-bui lder of the 

18 th cen tury worked in the s tyle of the time freely in

terpreted. All moulded work from t he cornice of a high 

chest to the cornice of a mansion was cut by hand with 

plnnes formed to make the curved elements of this sim

ple architecture of classical origin. There were quarter

round, half-round, ogee, scotia, cyma forms, etc., in 

planes of graduated sizes and these formed the key

board upon which the designer or master workman 

played his endless varia tions. 
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Seldom do 

w e s top to think that a large part of the history of 
the days of o ur own fo refathers lies recorded in 
the very walls of the houses they built. The 
records are preserved in a somewhat different 
way, it is true, but without t he few houses that 
remain, w e should be at a loss to know in what 
manner o f domicile the early colonists Jived 
the ir lives, si nce the rare w ritten documents of 
that period make slight m ention of the houses. 
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The inside walls were usually plastered even 
in the houses where the chimney end parti
tions were covered with wood ; and as most of 
the early work was unpai nted and left to darken 
with age, the fl ooring on ly being s anded or 
scrubbed, the combination of color was inde
scribably warm, rich and satisfying, and com
pleted m ost satisfactorily rooms of excellen t 
s tructural design. 
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Prc-Rcvolution:iry Period 
OdeSS:t 

Demolished 

Were these buildings not preserved, we might 
be picturing the colonists of New England as 
living for many years in rough log huts, whereas 
actually such rude shel ters were rapidly re
placed by houses of more or less finished crafts
manship, and there are indications that even 
during the first fifty years subsequent to the set
tlement by the Pilgrims in 1620, considerable 
thought was expended u pon the .esthetic as 
well as upon the practical side of the problem. 

-Er.e=1{e_yohu1 ona_r_)CPe:rio_d:: 

ARCHITECTURE OF DELAWARE 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

The use of wood instead of 
stone varied the size and shape of the mouldings and 
the difference in the method of construction was respon
sible for a much lighter and more delicate style being 
evolved. The American Renaissance or colonial is un
mistakably differen t from its English ancestors. 

Sbrtrnt. 

PAW 
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The interiors Ii kewise were not built as w,1s 
most convenient, but show that care and 
thoug ht were d isplayed in trea ting the novel 
conditions encountered by the early bui lders so 
as to produce an interest ing and often beautiful 
e ffect. For example, many of the houses had 
thei r interiors cciled vertically with boards of 
rnndom widths, inclining to be very broad, the 
edges matched and the juncture carrying a series 
of moldings which were flush with t he faces 
of the h oards. 



1911.U. OJ' PBNN18 COLONY. 

In 1631 the Swedes and Fins, allured by the publication of Wil
liam Usselinx,a Dutch trader, effected a colony under the patronage 
of their government at Cape Henlopen,t (called afterwards Cape 
James, by William Peno,) at a place near the present Lewestown, 
which they called Point Paradise. 

In 1631, also, the Swede.a 1aid out Stockholm (New Castle) and 
Christiana, (now Wilmington,) on Minquas creek. They thence 
spread themse.lves further along the Delaware. 

In the year 1683-4 the emigration was very great. They came 
from England, Ireland, Wales, Holland, and Gennany. Few or 
none of the French took any fancy to us, although it was the opinion 
of Penn that they would, and tho.t they would much profit here by 
the cultivation of the grape, which then every where abounded in 
surprising excellence and profusion. The Gennans from Oresheim, 
near Worms, were nearly all of them Friends, and all of them made 
their settlement at Germantown. By this emigration, says Sewall, 
they providentially avoided the desolation of a French war, which 
soon after laid waste their fom1er possessions. The Welsh made a 
very respectable emigralion at this time. They bought up 40,000 
acres of land, in 1682, and fonned their settlements after the names 
of their native homes,-in Merion, Haverfield, Radnor, Newtown, 
Goshen, and Uwechland. 

Penn's letter to Lord North, of 7th mo., 1683, saith, "Twenty. 
two sail more have an·ived since I crune. There are about 300 
fanns (of the new come1'8,) seltled as contiguously as mny be. Since 
last summer we have had about sixty sail of great and small ship
ping, which is a good beginning." To the Marquis of Halifax, 
under date of 12mo. 9th, 1683, he says with much truth, '' I must, 
without vanity, say that I have led the greatest colony into America 
that ever any man did upon a private credit, and the most prosperous 
beginnings that ever were in it are to be found among us!" Such 
eelf-gratulation was honest and well merited. Indeed we cannot 
forbear to expatiate a little on the superior tact and talent which he 
manifested for a founder, by comparing his rapid success with the 
slow progress of those who preceded him. For, when we consider 
how long the Swedes were in possession before Penn came,-say 
half a century ,-we cannot but feel astonished at the very little 
ability they manifested in producing any thing great or important, 
commensurate with their opportunities. We neither see nor hear 
of any public o.ets, by any of their leading men, to brinJ themselves 
or country into notice. Not unlike our present frontter squatters, 
they seem to have set down contented in their log and clay huts,
their leather breeches, jerkins and match coats for their men,-and 
their skin jackets, and linsey petticoats for their women. But no 
sooner has the genius of Penn been enlisted in the enterprise, than 
we see it speak a city and commerce into instant existence. Hie 
spirit animated every part of his colony; and the consequence was, 
that the tame and unaspiring Swedes soon lost their distinctive cha• 
racter and existence as a separate race. Watson 1840 
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THE LARGEST PLANK HOUSE IN DELAWARE 
4" Beaded joist. 
5/4" Pine beaded floor boards. 

Interior partitions 

17 

Summer 12"x8"deep. 

Exterior plank construction. 
Notice stone filling. 

See page 23 for exterior view. 

gs). 



THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

... 

Pilottown Road, Lewes .• : ·-'i 
• I • ' ,...:. ~ 

" The house a lthough not much larger than where we spent the las t night, was somewhat better and 
tighter, be ing m ade acco rding to the Swedish mode, and as they usually build their houses here, 
which are blockhouses, or houses of hewn logs being nothing else tha n entire trees, split through 
the middle or somewha t squared out of the rough, these trees are laid in the form of a square 
upon each other as high as they wish to have the house, the ends of these timbers are let into each 
othe r, about a foot from the ends of them. So stands the whole building without nail or spike, the 
ceiling and the roof do not show much finer work, except among the most particula r who also 
have all the ceiling planked and also a glass window. The doors are wide enough but very low, 
so that everyone must stoop to enter in, always these houses are tight and warm, but the chimney 
stands in the corner." Dankaerts and S luyter travelled through Delaware in 1679 
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Entrance Hall 

THE BENNETT HOUSE, 1730 
17 South Main Street, Camden 

Being rebuilt and "restored" 1977. 
Original woodwork throughout. 

Street Elevation 
Notice the " Virginia" chimney, 

one of two in Delaware. 

Door and window trim in kitchen wing. 



"Chimney back" typical in Kent and Sussex Counties and The Eastern Shore. 

Front door entrance. Note Bull 's Eye glass. 
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY. D 

The largest plank , E 

See page 17 fo d house in Del 
r etails. aware. 



Stone Cottage near CORNER KETCII. 
Although in Delaware it is more like the "Pennsylvania farm 
house" style of neighboring Chester County. 

24 

Stone house, 
CENTERV ILLE 

*Slave Quarters, a type 
found in Southern 
Delaware, !Vlaryland, 

and Virgin ia Eastern 
Shore. 



TH E cultural longings of a people express 
themselves in the fine a rts ; their achieve
ments in literature, painting, sculpture 

and architecture record what manner of men 
they are, and reflect the true state of their civili
zation. 

Prc-Revolurion,1r1· Period 
HIJ/m f•.• l rmrh S; .. W1l111m(tuu 

k.11411011 Im, ll U 

The Dutch uses of ornament were charac
terized, however, by the same freedom from 
traditions as were the masses of their houses ; 
and indeed the pervading sentiment of a ll the 
Dutch work is one of spontaneity and disre
gard for precedent, ra ther than the adherence 
to formulre customary in New England. 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

The Dutch houses had not, as a rule, very 
much pretension to s tylistic correctness ; t hey 
were charming ra t her than beautiful, and 
quaint ra ther than formal. This quality makes 
them especially adapted for precedents for 
small country hou ses of t o-d ay, just as the 
symmetrical dignity of the Colonial work of 
New En(1land and the Sou th lends itself to 
larger a;d more expensive residences which 
may be t ermed "mansions." 
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COMEGYS BIGHT HOUSE, 1768 
Chester River, Kent County 

"SUSQUEHANNA" 
Opposite Drum Point 
Ligh thouse a t the 
mo uth of the Patuxent 
River in Maryland. 

"REED'S CREEK" a neighbor o f " Walnut Grove". 
Near Centreville, Maryland. 
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"WALNUT GROVE" 
Wright's Neck, 
Queen Armes County 

Near the house " Reed's Creek" 
One o f the oldest in the county, 

built in 1683. Has very fine 
interior woodwork. 

"WH ITE CLI FFS" 
Calvert County 
In Delaware this "style" 
da tes from about 1800. 



Summit Bridge 

THE MASTON HOUSE (1727), a Maryland house 
in Delaware, consisting of one room and loft, was 
added to in 1733. Notice the chevron design, glazed 
Flemish bond, and brick corbels. 

Camden, Delaware 
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f,6>.f SCRAP BOOK 1977 

The historical and structural surveys of the building having 
been made, the next stage is to conduct a dilapidation survey. 
The first item which will concern the restorer architect will 
be the state of the foundations as evidenced by the condition 
of the walling. Uneven settlement along walls will be noted, 
also subsidences through unequal loading, especially near 
chimney stacks. Signs of toppling will be followed up by 
plumbing the wall-section; possible overturning pressure 
from a roof will be considered. Bulges will be sighted for and 
measured. 

Soil conditions will .he investigated and the possibility of 
water-infiltrations considered; the proximity of wells, cis
terns, and cesspits, will be noted. 

Rubble walling must be examined for disintegration of the 
structure; in masonry walling the faces have to be tested for 
assurance that they are still securely adhering to the core. The 
surface of the stone must be examined for decay; spalls indi
cate movement and if numerous require consideration. Point
ing must be checked over for its security (and usually for its 
aesthetic appearance). Vegetation attacking the wall, pre
venting its breathing, or harbouring damp must be noted. 
All fractures or settlements must be plotted on the elevations 
and walls out of plumb sectioned. (To keep a plumb-bob 
steady on a windy day, hang it in a pail of water or, better 
still, a tin of oil.) 

In the case of timber buildings the main sills must be ex
amined for decay ,also the feet of the main posts. Timber struc
tures fail through decay or fracture at the joints; the principal 
ones should.therefore be inspected for signs of failure. Settle
ments are generally due to decay at the feet of main posts. 

By far the worst danger to timber is that presented bf the 
fungoid attack popularly known .as 'dry rot9. This feeds upon 
wood and destroys it, propagating by dispersing spores which 
infect everything within reach. It makes its home in badly 
ventilated areas of the building and flourishes upon dampness. 

Hugh Braun, The Restoration 
of Old Houses (London: 1954) 

7H111707~001<. 0rt,;rJ1a'Sfl~E/ [8Gs 
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Philadelphia never had the variety of fanlight designs found in other 
places, e.g. Baltimore, but as the years went by metal muntins often took 
the places of wooden members and the joints were covered with lead rosettes 
sprigged on and gold-leafed. False muntins of lead or wood strips often 
divided the glass panes visually. 

THE CARPENTERS' COMPANY 1786 RULE BOOK 

Window Glass. - The early buildings in Philadelphia had all their win
dow glass set in leaden frames, and none of them to hoist up, but to open 
inwards as doors. When clumsy wooden frames were substituted, panes 
of six by eight and eight by ten formed the largest dimensions seen among 
us. It became, therefore, matter of novelty and surprise when Governor John 
Penn first set the example among us of larger panes,-such as now adorn 
the house, once his residence, in South Third street near the Mansion House, 
1877. 
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Here, as in Europe, the lattice or wicket of the log hut gave way first 
to paper greased with linseed or other oil. This, in turn, was to pass before 
small lights of glass leaded together and set in leaded frames or casements 
hinged at one side. 
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The kinds of glass common in Colonial days were five in number. 
First was the crown glass, which was the clearest and most expensive and 
the best for windows. The Newcastle glass was also easily had here, as it 
was the most commonly used window glass in England. Phial-glass was 
an intermediate quality between flint and the common bottle or green 
glass. The latter was prepared from any kind of sand fused with wood ashes 
to which was added the clinkers of forges. Plate glass was considered the 
most valuable of all glass and was used chiefly for mirrors and carriage 
windows. Kelp was substituted for pearl ashes at one1 of the American 
factories, and more recently the substitution of sod~ for potash has re
duced the cost of manufacture. It was impossible to make the composi
tion of the glass chemically pure, and manganese, or foreign matter among 
the silicates, in being affected by long exposure to the sun's rays, in time 
imparted to the glass sometimes an amber, but more frequently a violet 
hue, of varying intensity. 
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WHAT HAPPENS AFTER THE DIG 

MOST people have a rough idea of what 
happens during an archaeological ex

cavation, but few realise that the dig itself 
is only the tip of a large iceberg. It is what 
goes on afterwards, behind the scenes, that 
constitutes the major part of the archaeolo
gist's work: piecing together, cataloguing and 
analysing the finds, and, perhaps most 
important of all, writing up the dig for 
publication. 
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Welsh hills, Moel Ysgyfarn ogod 
above 1-farlcch. 
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v\1 illiamsburg 

Those who built these old buildings, whether of scone, brick, logs or frame, had certainly a 
keen sense of proportion. They knew exactly where co place their doors and ·windows, and how 
to design rheir corn ices; and whether the roof pitches were steep as in the earlier houses or flatter 
as in the later ones they look just right and could to good advantage be more often h eeded today. 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

One of the first iron deposits discovered were those at Iron Hill, a short 
distance southwestward of the present city of Wilmington, and which 
travellers by train can to-day identify by the bright colour of the earth 
exposed by the railroad cut. It was probably not far from there that Keith 
himself possessed ironworks during his administration (1717-1726). 

Nails were all wrought by hand, and soon in sufficient quantities to 
export. George Megee, nailer, at Front and Arch Streets, Philadelphia, 
advertised in 1731 all sorts of deck and other nails of his own ma facture. 
"The aggregate of nails produced throughout the Province, in smal 
conducted by common blacksmiths or others, was probably very 
able. It was one of those branches in which the country earlie. 
independent of British supplies." * 
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* There were, in 1797, three manufacturies of cut nails and one of patent nails in Philadelphia.-Bishop. 
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The MASON, in all countries where stone is the principal build
ing material, ranks next in importance to the carpenter. ~_;. SCRAP BOOK 1977 

Fire-place in Block House 

Doors were of the batten type, often of two vertical 
boards moulded at the j oint, with cross battens near 
the top and bottom and such doors with their wrought 
iron hinges, latches and faceted nail heads have a simple 
attractiveness and charm. In fact rooms of this early 
period with their mellowed tones of grayish-brown, 
their straight-forward use of material simply adorned, 
their sturdy j oinery and huge lire-places have a rough 
honesty 

ROBINSON HOUSE (NAAMANS) BRANDYWI NE HUNDRED 
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A sheathing of seven-eighths-inch board over the studs and beneath the exterior cover
ing of clapboards, such as is customary to-day, was never employed by the earliest builders. 
Clapboards were applied directly to the framework 

36 



~; SCRAP BOOK 1977 

MEMOIRS, ANECDOTES, AND INCIDENTS 

EARLIEST SETTLEMENTS OF THE INLAND PART OF PENNSYLVANIA 

It is a fact that the Dec1a.ration of Independence was not actuo.lly 
si.gned on th~ 4th July, nor was there that in~repid nnd concurrent 
enthusiasm mall the members of Congress which has been generally 
imputed. The facts, as I have seen them stnled by Jud~e M'Kean1 

were in ~ubstance these, viz. : On the 1st July the question of Inde
pendence was taken in committee .or the whole_, wb~n the wl,ole 
seven representatives of Pennsylvania voted aqa;inst it, and Dela
ware which had but two members present, dimded. These were 
the o'nzy states wbich so demurred! It was at this crisis that Judge 
M'l{ean sent an express for Cmsar Rodney, the other member for 
Delaware· and soon after his am val, the important queslion was put, 
when Mr.

1
Rodney arose, and in a few words said he spoke the voice 

of his constituents and his own, in casting his vote for Independence. 
On 1he 4th of July, five representatives from Pennsylvania (Dickin
son and Morris who before voted against it, being absent,) gave their 
votes three to t~o, Messrs. Humphries and Willing voting in the ne-
gative. .. ¼ Ii~ 

/I 
The early fettlers Among thefe were zi 

of Pennfylvania were Quakers, Moravians, 
remarkable in many Mennonites, Dunk
ways. William Penn ards and Solitary 
prepared upon his Brethren. Jidy, ]842. 
immenfe land-grant 
a refuge for all ELIJAH THOMAS 

r e Ii g i o \l s fects: 
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No person actually signed on the 4th July. Mr. Read whose 
!1rune appears _among the list of subscr~bers, was then actuau/agamSll 
1t; and Moms, Rush, Clymer, Smith, Taylor and Ross, whosf, 
names also app~r, were not members on that day, f~r, in truth, they 
were not appomted delegates by the State Convention till the 20Lb 
July. The Declaration was only ordered to be engrossed on parch• 
ment on the 4th July, and it was not until m,any days after that all 
11ie names were affixed ; for instance, Thornton of New Hampshire 
u lio entered Congress in November, then placed his name,-ancl 
Judge M'Kean, though he was once present and voted for Indepen
dence, did not sign till after his return from Washington's camp 
where he had gone at the head of his regiment of Cit Associators' 
of temporary soldiers, gone out to the general e for~ 
mation of the flying camp of 10,0 • 

It has been said that it was a s ol ution o that 
no member first year sho his seat, u ·ame 
a subscri as a measure the pres and 
infor • 
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A continual source of surprise to one who 
searches for colonial homes is how little is known about 
them even in the immediate neighborhood in which 
they have stood for so many years. 
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A native variety of hard pine succeeded oak as a flooring material; in fact, the majority 

of floors in the later houses appear to be made of it. 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 
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Pon Penn 

In 1740 a family by the name of Lewis built three country houses 
near what is now know n as Camden. One of these houses was purchased 
in 1963 by Mr. and Mrs. George Fletcher Bennett. 

They began reconstruction of the house two years la ter. They added 
a plank wing moved from a house that was built in Port P enn in 1710. 
This added room now serves as their living room. The rest of the Port 
Penn house is installed in the Marshallton Inn in Pennsylvania. 

The popular tradition of imported brick is without 
foundation, though one hesitates to contravene a general 
opinion so well established. But the colonists needed 
more important things from England than brick to 
ballast a ship, and there was good clay in this country. 
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BENNETT 1967 ~ 
- -------~ 

"'-aGll-,The Wl1ite Pine-Series 
is in a small way unique, for in spite of the flood 
of publica tions of old Colonial work, nothing, not 
even the magnificent" Georgian P eriod" has pub- . 
lished the wealth of material we have in the past, 
and as we will continue to do in the future. No 
one else has the time or the occasion to search out 
little old towns which have neither become sum
mer colonies nor grown to be commercial cities. 
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finish was put in place before plastering was done and served as a ground or surface to which the 
plaster was made flush or about flush at completion. Just the right amount of plaster was used to 
enhance the value and beauty of the wood surfaces of either painted or moulded or plain beaded 
boards. 
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BOXWOOD 

Boxwood, near Clayton. is a rema rkably well preserved example of ea rly Delaware architecture. The 
house was built during the middle of' the eighteenth century. It stands on a portion of the land known in the 
early 1700's as the Manor of Frie th. which was a land grant from William Penn. 

One of the first set tlers on the land at Duck Creek was Ja111 es Junes. As a Welsh immigrant. he arrived 
around 1733. and may have built the original brick sec tion of the house . 

A 1797.. survey clearly indicates that a house had already been erected when Enoch Jones became owne,. 
The estate consisted oft he ,mnsion house and 7 17 acres of land. 

The original brick section has two rooms on the first noor with two bed chambers directly above. A 
frame wing was added in the Victorian period. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Carl Breescr purchased the house in 1962 and named it Boxwood. The Na ti onal 
Register of Historic Places accepted it :1s an entry in 1973. 

It was named Boxwood for the large boxwood tha t grows at the fron t entrnnce and for the boxwood 
garden planted from cu ttings grown by Mrs. Breeser. 

The dining room in the main house is smaller than the "great·• room which the Breese rs use as a living 
room. The fielded paneling on the fireplace wall has been cleaned to its original coal of pain t. It is nanked 
on the left by an open winding stair. 
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BOXWOOD 
Clayton 

Garden Facade 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

BOXWOOD 
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HIGH STREET- SESQUI-CENTENN IAL EXPOSITION, PHILADELPHI A 
R. BROG r-.· ,., Rn OKI E ,,..ND 8 1ssELL AND S 1N K LER , Auoriartd Archiua.1, P 1-1 tLA O EI.P 111., 
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Corner Fireplace Over Mantle 
Dining Room 
MARSHALLTON INN 
Chester County, PA 

The small cupboard was used for fire starting and 
cleaning tools, and is typica! of Chester County. 
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Dining Room, MARSHALLTON INN, About 1740 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

Dover 

Ridgely I lo use, Dover. A view in the Li b rary 

Although we may fo rm our impressions of the works of a time upon dated examples 
there is a reservation to be kept in mind. In towns remote from the great cen ters 
they were slow to change and old tradition held on and a house wi th all the appear
ances of havin g been built about 1730 may be as late as I 750. 
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RIDGELY HOUSE 
The Green, north side, east of State Street, Dover 

The house when 
originally built in 1728 had a frontage of 37 feet and consisted of a 
living-room and "best-room" downstairs and two rooms and attic 
above. 

Between 1740 and 1750 the house was purchased by the Ridgelys, 
who added two rooms on each floor at the back. The roof of 1728 is 
still to be seen under the larger roof of c. 17 45. About this time also 
a one-storey office 11 ¾ feet wide was added at the west for Charles 
Ridgely, who was a physician. In 1817 or 1820 an additional storey 
and attic were added to the office. In the room over the office, which 
was known as the "office chamber," the master of the house, then 
Henry 1\1. Ridgely, a lawyer, could lodge a client from a distance 
over night when necessary. The kitchen portion of the c. 17 45 addi
tion, having yielded to decay, was rebuilt about 1883. 

In 1910 the present cornice 
and doorway were constructed from drawings prepared by an archi
tect, and other pa:rts of the commonplace trim of thirty years ago 
partially replaced. The sashes we now see were made in 1910 from 
an original sash which had been preserved. -· · 

Hardly 18 f tet above the pavement is the eave. The wall of 
this modest pro1Jortion is built of lnrger bricks than those of any 
house shown in this volume. li'or half a century these bricks had been 
IJainted, and, before that, treated with whitewash and red brick stain. 
The present owner had them successfully cleaned with lye applied 
by the untiring hand of a faithful old negro, who day by day brought 
new gangs of men to aid. Some parts were cleansed seven times. 
The end of the house, seen from the east, reveals the enlargment of 
c.l 745. IIere, the centre of the chimney is 101/2 feet from the street. 
As it was formerly in the centre of the gable, by doubling this dis
tance, 20% feet are obtained as the depth of the original structure. The 
rear addition now makes the total depth of the house 87% feet. 
Similarly the front door ,vas once in the centre of the house before 
the office was added to the west. The low ceilings, but 8½ feet in the 

first storey, and 8 in the second, give no little charm to the inside of 
the house, and cause the squat and comfortable cl1aracter of the ex
terior. There are traces upon the front between the second-storey 
window-sills of a former pent roof. All walls of the house are 
plastered except the front, where the aged bricks, exposed again to 
the light of day, present a delightful blending of mellow tones. 

By Herbert C. Wise 1913 
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18th century worked in the style of the time freely in
terpreted. All moulded work from the cornice of a high 
chest to the cornice of a mansion was cut by hand with 
planes formed to make the curved elements of this sim
ple architecture of classical origin. There were quarter
round, half-round, ogee, scotia, cyma forms, etc., in 
planes of graduated sizes and these formed the key
board upon which the designer or master workman 
played his endless variations. l ' , 1r·.·, ""\ 

/ I 11 \ I , · , • 
' ' l I 

' " I .-.._ :. 
::.- -= - . 

~ .;· ·tt'> I 
, ·. · · ,,;,.".f"'· · · By an exaci:"'appfication of the 
l, f ' 1· word "Colonial," which is more often used very 
\; '· ' .. inexactly, there would exist no designation for 

the first architecture of the American nation, and 
all work subsequent to 1776 would either be 
wrongly named, or would exist without a name, 

"Early American 
while a little vague for exact definition, should 
be more generally used than the misapplied term 
"Colonial," for it embraces not only all pre
Revolutionary work, but also the whole range 
of American architecture from 1776, through the 
Classic Revival, which flourished from 1830 until 
about 1840, or a little later. 

Restoration is fundamentally concerned with preservation. 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 
The elabo ratio n of the co rnice measured the 
means of the owne r. 
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It seems to be generally accepted nowadays that damaged 
or incomplete features should be restored as nearly as possible 
to their original form and that the architect who accepts this 
principle will not be accused of faking. 
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BRANDYWTNE HUNDR ED 

Naaman's, 
Claymont 
Destroyed 

Grubb's Pre-R evo/11tio11ary, Destroyed in 1928. 

~ = 5 a - . 
WILM INGTON, Orange St. 
Demolished 

ST. GEO RGE'S HUNDRED 



The period of our Colonial architecture docs 
not seem ver~' distant when it is viewed in com
parison with the history of architecture of the world, 
a nd yet in the shor t three centuries between then and 
now great changes have taken place to make our 
modern arch itecture a conglomerate mass of un
interesting work . Why this unfortunate development 
sho uld h ave been permitted to take place when so 
many examples of the best of our seventeenth and 
eighteen th century dwelli ngs remain all about us 
for o ur guid ance and emulation is a so urce of won
derment to all t h inking persons. The rapid growth of 
the country both in size and wealth may have robbed 
us of the desire to ex press o urselves in terms as sim
ple and sweet as those of o ur forefathers, but why 
we should have absolutely lost the spirit of the older 
homes is hard to understand. 

(J 

' 

Grubbs Corners 1765 
De111olis/Jucl ( 1930) 

By the end of th e eighteenth century, when soft wood was being employed in 
place of th e oak which had hitherto been the universal building timber, white paint 
cam e to be used to protect ex ternal joinery. Th e w hite -painted cornice is perhaps the 
most characteristic arch itectu ral feature of the Georgian colonial ho use, in other respects 
so plain a nd simply designed. Not onl y houses, b ut public build ings as churches , were 
constru cted of timber framing. The external coveri ng was of boarding, laid horizo ntally 
and overlapping to keep the rain out. T he whole building was painted wh ite so as to give 
the appearance of being a stone structure. This white-boarded architec tural sty le , which 
achieved considerable distinction, is known as " Colonial" Statham 1912 

What might have appeared an ugly distortion of th e established proportio ns of the 
Order was actually utilized by the skill of th e des igners to form a feature unrivalled fo r 
grace and beauty in the history of colu mnar architecture. It was this Colonial architecture 
which by the end of the eighteenth cen tury was spreading through th e eastern parts of 

orth America, echoing, in its graceful white compositions, the delicate Georgian style 
of the mother cou ntry . White Pi11es Series of A rchitect11re M o11ograp/Js , The. 22 vols . 
(1915 -1936). 
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House in CHRISTIANA 
1734 
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The adjacent Swedish Blockhouse, adjunct of the Robinson house, was built in 1654 
2 

In the 
"restoration" 
or 1974 .77 
some old work 
was removed 
but the 1902 
columns 
remain! 

Naaman's Road and U.S. Route 13, 

Although the designers of some of the early wooden houses 

endeavoured to introduce Baroque detail into the work, the material was 

hardly suitable for the purpose, and the style settled down to a simple classic 

based on the R oman Doric Order.+ The principal feature of most buildings 

was the portico with its very attenuated columns made out of the solid trunks 

of trees. + Greek 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

Camden 
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Ridgely House, Dover 
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"A" - Pi lasters - Dover. " B" - An 18th Century window in an earlier stone opening. ·'C' - An original 
"Meeting House" bonnet. " D" - A copy of "C" put up in an area once occupied by an old porch! 
" Restorationists" arc hard to understand, the brick and stone wa lls were sand blasted I The rcl)lacement 
millwork has no relationship to the exist ing materia l or design! "E" - Tew Castle - This late type door 
blind was put on and recently removed. 
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Georgian Brickwork 
Flemfrh Bond is regarded by many architects and builders as the 

most desirable of all bonds. Each course is laid up of alternating 
stretchers and headers, a header resting u pan the middle of each stretcher. 
A wall laid in Flemish bond, therefore, presents a succession of Greek 
crosses, and is easily made more effective by using brick of different 
tones and textures at certain points. The basic princi pie u pan which 
Flemish bond is laid may be extended indefinitely, and what is known as 
Garden Wall bond is secured merely by using two or more stretchers 
instead of one between two headers. Both English and Flemish bonds 
require the use of 0 closers," which are split headers, one set next to the 
header brick occurring at an angle or at any vertical line, such as window 
or door openings, in every other course. 

Difficulty is sometimes experienced in getting an 
absolute alignment of vertical joints in English bond 

RVNNINC OR ~TIUTCHER FUHl.,lf 

COMMON 6ARDl!N WALL 

"Georgian" is a somewhat elastic term. Strictly defined, it em
braces the 86 years covered by the reigns of the four Georges from I 7 I 4 
to 1820, but such definitions and dates have no proper relation to ar
chitectural development which is always a gradual thing. 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

One nev er ceases to wond<;r at the quantity of good 
work done by the early builders i n this country; the 
consistency with which they erected houses, churches, 
public buildings, that have stood the test o f t ime and 
through cha nging conditions of living and p u blic taste 
have survived to be admired and appreciated by those 
who study them. 

W ho created them - who designed them - in the 
sense that we think of arc hi tec tura I design ? Were they 
architects? Judgi ng from the results, t he answer is 
positively,"Yes," hut few, if an y, of them boasted o f 
a framed s heepskin or other qualifications that would 
allow t hem to call themselves"Arch itec ts' ' tod ay. Rut, 
neverthe less, they took th e req uirements of the client 
a nd c reated bui ld ings answering all the req u isites of a 
successful! y solved problem. Their houses were li\·a hie , 
theirchurchesdignified and their public buildings prac
tical and over all they worked the spell of beauty of 
design, o f excellence o f detail and homogenity of en 
s emble that today make us wonder if it was all just 
accident. But, accidents do not happen so o ften or so 
consiste ntly . 

Undou btedly, some of those earl y men were train
ed; in the maj ority of cases, self- trained, and only 
love of a profe~sion can l.,ring a nwn through that grind 
to success. 

Books ? Yes, o f cou rse, hand-books fou nd their way 
here fro m England con taini ng motives for this and 
that, even complete designs for houses, but we have 
books too, far and beyond the possession o ft hose early 
architects. K F.:-::-:F1H C L -\ K K 

GRANTHAM HOUSE 
Light House Lane, near New Cast le 
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AMSTEL I IOUSE 

N. W Comer, 4th a11d De/cnmre Streers, New Casrlc Van Dyke, Nicholas Sr. House 

T rans fers of the prop erty trace its existence back to the year· 1752, 

while its architecture indica tes that it may have been built much 
earlier. A wide gable, pitched at nearly 29 degrees, spans a frontage 
of 43 fee t, but has a depth of only 22 feet, the remainder of the house 
constituting a service wing, extending 24 feet farther toward the 
rear. T o the right of the hall, which r an through to the garden before 
another room was added, is the parlour with cupboards on each side of 
the fi rep lace, and "secret" cupboards also, concealed by panels of 
the wainscot hinged as doors. In the st reet-corner of the house on 
the firs t floor is the dining-r oom, and beyond are the pantry and 
kitchen. The lat ter wer e formerly enter ed by a street door, now made 
into a fourth window from the corner of t he house. The ceilings are 
low with in and the fl oors have settled in testimony of age and long 
service ; but the house is still sound, 
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Presbyterian Church, New Castle 

Amstel House 
NEW CASTLE 

;h :~::~ . ·, 
.... ·;, . 

-.::....... St. Anne's Church, Middletown 

LlE'rITIA COURT 

The Cove Cornice was well thought of throughout the Delaware Va lley. These examples 
a, h, f, and g are typica l and the soffi t retu rn was always used either plain or with shingled 
pent roof. 

a and f - Notice that the returns or the eaves are ca rried entirely across the ends of the 
bui lding from front to back, after the manner o f the characte ristic pent house roof. 
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NEW CASTLE ' \ 
~~~~~~~ 

THE STRAND, NEW CASTLE 
HOUSES- (The 1820-1830 Period) - NEW CASTLE 
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TllE GEORGE READ II HOUSE, NEW CASTLE 
Sec Part II for large scale drawings 
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THE GEORGE READ II HOUSF, NEW CASTLE 

~ ~ f /.::u.'-½ u,l!; .J',.1.Z-. See Parl II for la rge scale drawings 

u)cd.4 ~ _d,e CJ)_ 
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READ HOUSE 
The Strand, N ew Casile George Read the you nger, son o ( the "Signer" 
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READ HOUSE 

.,U.1,u,/ Ill "l(utPIIM 'l{tDD 

George Read I l House 
New C:LSrlc 
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The interior doorways 
are provided with pilasters 
and en tabla ttires in ca rved 
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CORBIT IIOUSE, ODESSA \\'ith infinite patience and love for t heir 

., 

., 

craft they wrought those beautiful doorways, 
delica te mouldings, splendid cornices, and grace
fu l colum ns th at s till excite our admira tion. 
Their interiors, too, they embellished with their 
admirable panelling. sta;rways and dnorwJys, 

, and their e\quisite mantels and mouldings. 

''A'' wood sill 
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. Main Facade 1772- 7 4 - ODESSA 

CORBIT HOUSE, ODESSA 

A~10NG the industries supported by the fertile country sur
rounding Cantwell's Bridge on the Appoquinimink Creek was 
that of tanning, and the local master of the trade was "\Villiam 

Corbit. Having acquired considerable wealth, the worthy Quaker 
decided to provide himself with a house. It was begun in I 772 and 
finished in 177 4. 

Although the house is situated on the wide tree-lined road that 
constitutes the ~fain Street of Odessa ( this name having superseded 
that of Cantwell's Bridge in 1856), it does not front upon that 
thoroughfare, but upon a lane which soon loses itself in the fields, 
and gives the southeastern front of the house a wide outlook over 
tilled acres. This front is 46 feet broad, and the depth of the house 
is 36 feet. At fkst the kitchen was in the cellar, but this inconvenient 
arrangement was corrected prior to 1800 by building a separate wing. 
Entering the house, the usual bisecting hall is found ten feet wide 
between brick walls with two rooms on each side Herbert C. Wise, 

' · Colonial Archilectunt 
(1913) 
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The hall and the rooms are equipped with the complete wood 
detail characteristic of the period, but the most remarkable and in
teresting feature of the Corbit House is the splendid drawing-room 
upon the second floor. In being found there it is common with some 
of the finest Colonial houses of the South. Although the ceiling 
height of IO feet 9 inches is four inches lower than that of the first 
storey, it is far from according ill with the other proportions of a room 
that is about 16 by 28 feet, and panelled on all sides from floor to 
ceiling. Some of the horizontal lines, such as the skirting and the 
chair-rail, are enriched throughout their length with hand-carved 
patterns. The stately chimney-piece, the rich cornice, the well-pro
portioned panelling, all contribu

0

te to a complete and consistent 
scheme. To the extent of our knowledge this is the only example 
of such a room existing in the region this volume attempts to cover. 
Cherished heirlooms in the shape of numerous pieces of contemporary 
furniture add much e:ff ect to the intetior of the house. The clock 
upon the stair was made by no less skilled a hand than that of the 
locally famed Duncan Beard. Within it the curious visitor may still 
see the original lead weights. That they are of this material testifies 
to the loyalty of the Corbits to the King's cause, for those who cast 
their lot with the American patriots cast also the lead they possessed 
into the bullet mould. l\tiuch of the furniture was made by John 
Janvier, another craftsman locally celebrated, and worthy to be re
membered as an artist joiner whose touch was well-nigh magic upon 
the wonderful wood then known as "walnut," and since as mahogany. 

The hipped roof of the house is pitched at the angle of 34° 43' 
and contains six dormers, a seventh having been transformed some
time in 188- into a stair reaching the attic, so that an original stair 
se1·ving this purpose could be removed from a second-storey room. 
The house is now owned and occupied by Daniel ,v. Corbit, Esq., a 
descendant of the original proprietor. ( I 'f,</J _? ~ _ 

Where missing portions of a building are to be replacj~l~.,' _ _ , 
copyism may not only be permitted but encouraged, ~ · . . i~~t:m·~~~~:~.~- :. ~. . 

Hugh Braun, The Restoration of -~: .' · '-"~'":-~~~{. {~ {fl .... : : 
• .~~.:-=-- _;t ~:' -~.-:.. ' ' ·: 

Old Houses (London: 1954) v. ~ · - · :.::.•!';-;:~i~;»- .,,.~!•·_,f,:'t 
• tc- ◄ . ·::-"'f;..r~-~~~~:J 
~~ :.~:-:::..:.. ~.;~~~ ~- 1~ ~ ·:::. -- ;,~---l';~.~~'.7~ai.·~ 
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~ A?raham _Swa n published f_our ?istinct w~rks: The British Architect 
f~ 1 the Bwlde_rs Treasury _of Stmrcases, fo lio, 1745. A Collection of 
fJ,,_~ Designs 111 Architecture, 2 vols. 1757. Designs in Carpentry 
,.-~ or the Carpenter's Complete Instructor, 1759. 
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Designs f or Chimnies, 1765 . 

Swan's decorative schemes are very direct in their main lines and rely upon the 

division of the walls into three parts consisting of "surbase" or dado, a panelled surface 

occupying the greater part of the height, and an entablature or cornice uniting wall and 

ceiling. The wall panels are often alternately wide and narrow. Everything depended upon 

good proportion being maintained throughout, and he points out the danger of making the 

entablature or cornice which crowns the walls and the dado which invariably appears at 

their base disproportionate to the height of the room. 'When the entablature is large and 

the dado high, the room appears lower than it really is, whereas a light entablature and a 

dado of moderate size give an effect of height. He points out that if the dado is high 

the sill of the windows must also be high, making it difficult for anyone seated in the room 

to see out comfortably . If the room is IO feet high he advised 2 feet 5 inches for the height 

of the dado and for every foot increase in the height of the room he advocated an additional 

¾ inch to the height of the dado. He draws attention to the fact that when the frieze is 

enriched it should be enlarged beyond its normal proportion and the architrave diminished, 

so that the whole entablature may not exceed its proper dimension which is regulated by 

the height of the cornice. He seems always to give the cornice a !1eight equal to one 18th 

of that of the room. If the height of the cornice thus obtained is divided into five parts, he 

gave three such parts to the frieze and four to the architrave, but when the frieze is enlarged 

for the sake of its enrichments, then what is added to it must be taken out of the height 

of the architrave. These are useful and practical rules and their application can be studied 

in the series of Plates here reproduced together with the details of dados, entablatures, 

cornices and panel mouldings which offer a wide range of decorative treatment. 

See Jo hn A. 1-1 . Sweeney's Grandeur on the Appoquinimink. _@.7.r 
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CORBIT IIOUSE, ODESSA 

\ 

\ 

It was between 1773 and 17g8 that 
Robert and J ames Adam published the splendid 
series of engravings of their undying monuments 
to a phase of English architecture which stands 
for the utmost delicacy and refi nement of Britain 
as clea rly as Louis Seize indicates the culture of 
France. This was the fount from which Asher 
Benja min drew his inspiration. His vessel was 
no royal tanka rd, but the water it held was pure. 
Far from bei ng a servile copyist, he translated 
the proport ions of cornice and column from 
terms of stone to wood with a niceness of judg
ment and del icacy of appreciation of the mate
rial he was working in that has earned him an 
undying ;incl enviable place in the architectural 
history of America. 

The architectural derivat ion is as clear as the 
historical reasons for it. One has but to turn 
the pages of Asher Benjamin's delightful 
"Country f3uilders ' Assistant, fully explain ing 
the 13est Methods for striking Regular and 
Quirked Mou ldings" to see the hand of time 

. pointing with no uncert ain finge r at the skilful 
·-~~ >' ~(.; ... , ,. -~~ carpenter In a word, 

the first Ada m craze was on,- perhaps not the GEORGES CHAPPEU 
very first, but leaving the gre~t original out 1918 

of the di scussion, the first architectural Adam . , _ 
\\'a s cert ainly the great popu lar style tll rougllout the entire U111ted Sta tes-

~ • ['j."')> 

;,;_;,1;1,,,'· 
~' :_<(; "~~~· 

~__,.~""~ .. ...,,~ 
... -..,..,.--,,. 

CORBIT HOUSE, ODESSA 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

~ , / 

' ,,,r;;-,,;i",i,1; 

WOODBURN 
;:,._. --,. ~- • . ! - • - l!.. -

r ,:..,:;/ · -T · - - ••• .~ 
The King's Highway, Dover 

The design is distinctly Middle-Georgian 

-

I have attempted to fketch the main char-
acteriftics of our Colonial architecture, the only national 

ftyle as yet evolved in America. The domeftic architecture is, after all, the heft, and in 
fpite of the conftant reiteration that everything was imported 
- ideas, defi.gns, materials, architects and all -one can not 
help feeling that there was fufficient of a new fpirit infufed 
and enough of limiting conditions of new materials and needs 
to produce marked individuality. 

', 
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Room O>l Seco"d Floor 

"WOODBURNE", DOVER 

Cow!,•ill House at Dover. The house has been very well described in a novel popular years ago, "The Entailed Hat''. 

John Martin Hammond - 1914 

Despite the date of Woodburn, the design is distinctly Middle-Georgian with a strong bias towards 
dog-ears. The beautifully-executed corn ices are of wood . Fine panelling is not confined to chimney-breasts 
or to ,vhole room-ends; it is seen in the window seats and in the dados around all the walls in parlour, 
dining-room and hall. ln the parlour, the importance of the room is signalised by pediments over all door 

open111gs, the onl y approach to a later vogue. Harold Donaldson Eberlein - 1963 
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Some old work removed. 
2 • Note base board heating 
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MORDINGTON, built in 1777 

A characteristic architectural development of colonial 
:Maryland is the wing. This is not typical of the 
colonial homes of D elaware. Maryland was essen
tially a slave-holding and tobacco-growing colony and 
the wing was a creation designed to meet the double 
demand for a place to house the house-servants near at 
hand and for an office close to the dwelling-house from 
which to conduct the affairs of the plantation. At first 
these demands were met by a small isolated structure 
close to the big house. Then came a covered passage
way from the house. Finally the wing as a concrete 
part of the whole became an accepted convention. 

Jack Arches profiles are all similar except thickness, projection 
from wall and materia l (either sto ne or wood). 

3. Springs from surface. 

See also pages 88 and 99. 

4. Flush with brick surface. 7. Cypress wood sl1ingles, 1930. 

5. Wing "restored" about 1972. 8. Chimney rebuilt 1930 

6. 1976 photo. 6' is a 1930 photo. 9. Photo of dormer, 1930. Two dormers added since. 
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THE WILSON HOUSE- l 7G9--0DESSA 

N ext to the Corbit House, with its front facing the main road 
through the tovm, is the , v ilson H ouse. It is stated by the present 
owner, Mrs. Mary Corbit "\i\T arner, that it was built in 1769 and then 
occupied by David and Mary Corbit '\i\Tilson. Its convenient si7,e, 
good proportion, and pleasant homelike character may awaken a 
very natural temptation to r eproduce it to-day. With a frontage of 
47¼ feet and a dep th of 20½ feet, it has the hall rnnning through it, 
with the stair turning in three flights at the farther end. Upon each 
side is one fine large room with hospitable fireplace whose effect is 
emphasized by surround ing panelling. A service wing at the rear 
or southwest g ives easy communication to the dining-room, and thence 
to the front door. H. C. Wise - 1920 
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Pa11elling i11 Di11i11g Room 

T ogether the houses and churches truly express 
the purity, the simplicity, the sternness, the 
strength of character, the unconquerable will, 
the love of home and love of God of the Pilgrim 
Fathers, " the greatest moral force the world 
has known"; step by step they unfold the mas-
tery of the new country, the material progress, 
and the development of the social life, culmi-

THE WILSON HOUSE, ODESSA 

nating in the era of prosperity, culture and 
refinement at the close of the Colonial period. Once again the architecture of Eng

hand is drawn on, but, as in the earlier days, 
adapted rather than reproduced. I nsread of the 
severity of the ea rlier buildings we fi nd a con
scious effort to adorn the exterior. Orn.amental 
details add a grace and cha rm hitherto almost 
entirely lacking. The Colonists have become 
more worldly, the sternness of the pioneers has 
softened- the indomitable spirit of the Fathers 
remains, but under happier conditions it ex
presses itself in a happier vein; and while the 
new architectural style is no longer simple, it 
still retains the dignity of the old. 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

WILSON HOUSE, ODESSA 

Sec Parl II for measured drawings 

The amateur fashion in which the historical side-of archi
tectural research is conducted leads students to concern them
selves only with the aesthetic or external aspect of the subject. 
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Delail-Slairway Second Floor L evel 

WILSON HOUSE, ODESSA 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

WILSON IIOUSE, ODESSA 

Detail- Stairway 
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Built about l80J. Altered later. ''A' ' 
HOUSE ON THE STRAND, NEW CASTLE 

Mai11 E11tu111ce Door 

Our earliest interiors, those of the 17th cen tury, re
present a folk-art, medieval in character. By the begin
ning of the 18th century a new style was evolved and, 
due to the availability and use of builder's handbooks, 
a sense of style was recognized from Maine to South 
Carolina. Al though we know changes in the handling 
of this style varied according to time and place, yet 
changes came slowly and young men were trained to do 
and to think in the ways that would be expected of 
them in their maturity. 

"A" The entrance door a nd frame from a house at 308 
Shipley, Wilmington, saved by W. Laird in Summer of 1926. 

~ 

There are in these days far too many antiquaries who pose 
as architectural authorities, carrying their researches into 
spheres for which they are not technically equipped and even 
venturing to advise upon the practical details of restoration. 

It is not a difficult matter to underpin a timber frame. 
Shoring can be applied to the first horizontal timber above 
the ground-sill. The sill can be cut away and replaced, the 
tenons of the posts being picked up by new mortices; if the 
feet of the posts are rotten new timber can be scarfed-on. The 
new sill will, of course, be set upon a plinth wall which has 
either been underpinned in the normal manner or rebuilt 
with new material. 
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THE KENSEY-JOHNS HOUSE, NEW CASTLE 
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KENSEY JOHNS HOUSE 
Th ird and Delaware Streets, facing The Green, New Castle 

Ill • 

The brass keyplates, locks and la tches on the doors a ll date from the bu ilding of the house, 
except two that were g iven to Mount Vernon when it was restored in 1910. 

The interior woodwork of the last quar ter of the 18th 
cen tury and of the early years of the 19 th had attained 
a refinement, and a t times an attenuation, which d if
fered in the extreme from all earlier work. 
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New Castle 
'Dttdi! of ..:.Hain Stairs 

Kensey-Johns House 
New C:rsde:. 
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The Kensey Johns H ouse, facing The Green, at the corner of Third and Delaware SLreets, was built in 

1789-1790. As happened so generally in eighteenth-cenlury America, it was the result of collaboration 

between the owner and the maste r-carpenter, house-carpenter, carpenter-architect or whatever one chooses to 

call the capable craftsman who put into tangible form the owner's conception of whaL he wanted . Both owner 

and master-builder had access to good architectural books wherein they could find both patlerns suggested 
and specific directions for complete execution. 



KENSEY JOHNS HOUSE 
Third and Delaware Streets, facing The Green, New Castle 

By the end of the eighteenth century, when soft wood was being 
employed in place of the oak which had hitherto been the universal building 
timber, white paint came to be used to protect external j oinery. The white
painted cornice is perhaps the most characteristic architectural feature of the 
Georgian colonial house, in other respects so plain and simply designed. The 
entrance front of a Georgian house is usually distinguished by a fine doorway : 
generally a copy, in painted wood, of a Baroque design such as would not be 
unsuitable for a much larger building. 
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KENSEY JOHNS HOUSE 
Third and Delaware Streets, facing The Green, New Castle 

A I 

A - G I 

G fi 

I -- G 

I 

II II 

The panelling and other interior woodwork items are admirable and quite what one would expect from 
the promise of the exterior. The stair and the mantels, with their marble fireplace facings, deserve special 

mention. ~~~~~~~~~~~ W/#/#/,,W--~ 

~========== .s,·:,., .. 1;~ 

' ,,~ 

5tdtm 11U t A-A ::,.._,: 
~~~~~~' 
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11 .,;- THE VAN DYKE HOUSE, 400 DELAWARE ST., NEW CASTLE 

. ~-.:; .,.--~ ·,:' 
f ~/ ,1;1., ,: , The jambs of the doorways, wherever the depth permitted, were 
. '~~~'. :panelled. The proportions between the door panels and the border

. . ...,..,.M';ll:' t.: ling stiles (verticals) and rails (horizontals) and of the mould irws is 
,-J~.---;.I •~?~as satisfactory_to the eyes as it is subtly illusive_ to him who ~voulcl s~·ive 
!.~ • .,,a::to reproduce 1t from t~o casual an observat '.on. Mouldmgs do not 
'_4t\·0~.::,1~excel by their complexity or number of their members, but by the 

· ~!:,_~~Eportion the few members bear to each other. 1/f. 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

BOOTH HOUSE 
216 Delaware Street, New Castle 

A book of designs from which many of the old doorways 
and interior details of the mansions of Maryland and 
Delaware were evidently copied is to be found, among 
other places, in the British :Museum in London and 
beaTs the title, "The British Architects or Builders 
Treasury, by Abraham Swan, Architect. London, 
MDCCVII." It was from such sources as this that our 
forefathers drew their inspirations. 
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Although numerous va riations ex ist. the custom 
of having an equal number of panes in both upper 
and lower sashes predominated. 

Ridge dormers, with boarded cheeks, each 2 
Ditto, double boarded , to a,,pear as lhin->ling 2 

' b ' . 
Ditto , wi th Oiinglcd cheeks, J 

lf the cornice on any of the above dcfcrib~d dor
mers are done any other ways than plain, or the 
Jhingling /honer courfes than common for three 
foot lhingles, they mun be valued accordingly 

1786 RULE BOO K 

T T 

ALL PRAYSE BE UNTO HI S 
NAME THAT GAVE M E 

MEANS ro BUILD T H E SM,\E 

6 3 8 

0 

DORM ER Windows, flat tops, containing -1.. 
X" S I' lights (8 by 10 gla(s) in a middling pitch, lingle , 

cornice check, boarded, each at / / /J ~ 
Ditto, with fhinglcd c~._e_c_k_s,_ca_c_h ____ ___ ~/'-- / l (; 

THE CARPENTERS' COMPANY 1786 IIULE ROOK 
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SCRAP BOOK The architect who makes himself responsible 
for preserving the work of his predecessors is undertaking a 
tremendous responsibility. He becomes responsible for the 
irreplaceable, for that which has no price. 

YORKTOWN, VA. 

No tice that when the porch was removed the original woodwork was found. 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

THE sea ttered survivals of the colonial era of home 
building in Maryland and Delaware have certain great 
similarities of construction, but they are more closely 
bound together by ties of blood than by architectural 
detail. The colonial mansions of the latter little Com
monwealth show decided evidence of Dutch influence in 
their construction, while those of the former present 
probably as pure examples as will be found of the Eng
lish adaptation of the classic motive in building, which 
forms the backbone of the Georgian school. Side by 
side however, geographically speaking, the eastern 
shore of Maryland and the whole of little Delaware 
being isolated by the Delaware and Chesapeake bays, 
the two States are very closely connected genealogically. 

One great distmction between the colonial homes 
of Maryland and Delaware relates to the comparatively 
unimportant matter of size. The homes of Maryland 
are of much holder conception than those of Delaware. .,;1---· •. 
There are many reasons for this, but on the surface it is..!~-~~~,~:- ~-. · · 
apparent that Delaware, with its unsettled early day&-~~-✓ 
founded by the Dutch, wrangled over by the Swedes, i~,~f-1 Qi ; .:. 
and finally wrested from bot~ of these nationalities by -:;~ □' /~ 
the strong hand of the English-would not attract _as ~~ LJ .. §l 
wealthy a class of settler as l\!Iaryland, nor would its ~ ! •-~.:f 
people spring from a stock with as imperative a tradi- 1 IJ _{_-. 
tion of luxurious living as those of the cavalier life in ~ ri~J}~~ 1:/ 

~he Southern State. In point of charm and historic } ~ II i·t;. ·, jf _ 
mterest, however, one :finds as much to please the ~ 1· , . 1f\ 
imagination and the eye in the homes of Delaware as in • , .,. llf 
those of any other State of the Union. _ f lJJ.!:. . , ~ 

Ha'!1mond, John Martin. Colonial Man- ~lq! f 1 

.. ~.. ~~~ 
swn.v of Maryland and Delaware '1 I ·, f c./if: 
(191-l). I ~ '.71 ~lJI 

]011~11111,1., I l ~-. , . . 
A long chapter might be written of the beautiful '

t

"'· .• ,;_ .. :~-

colonial homes in Maryland and Delaware which ha;~~ 
passed away in the memory of the last generation. r~ 
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I ~; I 
I .,'f.: ~ 

I ,~ 111111a 
,1\ l Stt1mr

1 

Ii•,/ !--- -- ' 
.
... _,_~.' . . , .. , . L~-L---_____._._..__,,. 

~ l :Prc-'l{t1•o/Jll~f-

. T hose engaged on 
research into architectural problems should have some train
ing in their subject) . 
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LOOCKEilMAN HOUSE. 

DOVER 

-4 -..o:i.....i!:....:;;a:-...==~ ....J.-7 George F. Bennett, R .A. 

The earth yields nothing more generally useful in the buildiug 
art than the derivatives of limestone. The plenteous deposits of this 
mineral, which exist but a few miles inland from the D ela ware, the 
settlers were quick to discover ; bul they were apparently slow to make 
use of the stone. The first cornmunities were at t idewater, and there, 
ready at hand, were oyster shells. From these it was easier to obtain 
lime than from stoue. At all events, shell lime was for years the cliief 
dependence not of D ela,rnre alone, but of all the Colonies. 

2. Jack Arch one piece cypress plank cut to simulate stone then painted with f1ne sand in paint to 
give the "stone" tex ture. 

3. This Jack Arch is stone. 

4. Wood. 

5. 18th century stone entrance steps disca1ded during 
"restoration" of the Tatnall House in Brandywine Vil
lage, now at ·'Uanfair", Camden, Delaware. 

6. White oak wood tread with profiled nosing was used 
throughout the Delaware Valley in the 18th and 19th 
centuries . 
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LoOCKERMAN, 

llrtADFORD 

Enlargt:d detail of profiled nosing (No. 6) 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

SWANWICK MANOR, FARNHURST, DELAWARE 

Built about 18 15. Photo 1930 (Brooks - Bennett) 

Abo ut 1962 Harold Donaldson Eberlein, authority on architec ture, 
said , "Delaware is fort unate in possessing exceptional exa mples o f 
Regency design in "Swanwyck", "Louviers", and the Academy of 
Medicine (Old Bank of Delaware)". He credi ts Pie rre Banclay with de
signing these structures. I am not su re he did but I am sure of one 
thing. Mr. Eberlein's words did not save "Swanwyck" from destruc
tion! Nor did six pages of photographs and drawings in "Great Geor
gian Houses of America". 
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BELMONT HALL 

Perhaps the most celebrated house in Delaware, considering the 

historic events of which it has formed the scene, is Belmont Hall, on the 

southern outskirts of Smyrna. It displays a different type of house 

p1an. Imagine two 2-storey buildings each 18 by 16 feet, standing 14 

feet apart, the longer axis of each paralleling that of the other. In 

front of these and joined to them, picture another building w110se 

lengtl1 was approximately equal lo the two wings and the space be

tween. We have then a crude Jetter U, and such was and is the plan of 

Belmont IIall. The little wings at the rear were built, it is stated, 

in 1684, and the front portion was added shortly afterward. This 

]atter portion, however, was superseded in the year 1770 by a new 

front portion, which is the one standing to-day. It is neatly 46 feet 
wide and 21 ¾ feet deep. 

Having acquired the property at that time, the improvement was 

made by Thomas Collins, who was Brigadier-General of the Dela

ware Militia in 1777, and af ter~~.,~:ds Gov~r~~- of the State. ~~\r, ~~~tl t~! H. C. Wise 

[0IJ 
, ou nd 

SKETCH-PLAN, "BELMONT HALL" 

.. -... l ~- ~fitR:."'f._ ... 

1 ....... tW'~Nfi~~ 

\ I • ·'li!l~~
.... ~~~f.1 
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~j SCRAP BOOK 1977 

The cultivntion of architecturnl tnste in n man whose business is 
that of n carpenter or mason, and who is, consequently, familiar 
with architectural details, will be much easier than the cultivation 
of the same taste in a man o f wealth, who knows no more of the 
procticnl part of building than he does of the practical part of C\ ,. 
landscape-painting, sculpture, or any other art. ~:v Tt;, 

~ 
fir:\~~ --:-:-:-7c:~ 

T he walls are laid in Flemish bo nd, 
the " h~aders" of which. givi ng a pattern to the surface, arc a dark 
green ish-gray a ncl semi-vitreous. 

The author"s first " restoration" in 1929. House removed from original si te in Marcus 
Hook and rebui lt in Wilmington. 
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CANNON BALL HOUSE 
Corner Front and Bank Streets 

A house sheathed with cypress shingles, built prior tu 1797. 

LEWES, SUSSEX COUNTY 
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LEWES, SUSSEX COUNTY 
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LEWES S ' USSEX COUNTY 
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DEPENDENCIES OF THE OLD-F/\SHIONED HOUSE 
.,, t"i1 here was a certai 
-l I a s s of dependenc1 
.,;, which has not been pr 

viously mentioned b 
which had a real bearin 
on modern architectur 
and that is theslave qua 
ters, common throug 
out the South and even 

fairly frequent in the Middle States and New w 
England. I imagine that most Northern peo
ple and many Southern people do not realize , 
that the last slaves held in the United States ' 
were in the State of Delaware in 1867, and that . ·• 
slavery in Connecticut was not abolished until .:.-i ~ 

some years after the Revolution. These slave~-
quarters were, es~ecially in the ~orthern Sta_tes, ·!~ 
often of substantial and attractive construction, ~ t.~· 
su itable for preceqent for the small country cot
tages of to-day 
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S prin{!. llo11se- S 11ssex Demolished• /977 

I re l/011se Odessa 
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VING in the country a hundred years or 
more ago was by no means the simple mat DEPENDENCIES 

ter that it is to-day. The farmer gen
erally raised most of hi s own living on his own 
farm; he didn't buy it from the corner grocery 
store, and in consequence he needed a num~er of 
small buildincrs for storage and for the simple 
manufacturing processes of the farm which have 
now become obsolete. 

OUT-BUILDINGS 

--:----:--:---~---..J Nowadays practically 
the only dependencies on the small coun try place 
are the garage and such ornamental structures 
as may be needed to accentuate the features of 
the garden. Formerly the well equipped sma ll 
farm had an extensive stable, cow barns, carriage 
house, sheds for tools and vehicles, a smoke
house, a summer kitchen, corn-cribs, summer
houses, chicken coops. well-heads, and another 
type of structure 

109 

I 

---- Pump Sheller, Old Drawya's Church Yard 



~ 

NEAR CORNER 



THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

T ownsend 
OUT-BUILDINGS 
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Beaver 

A Trip fnrmc111' Cabinet, 

WE pnsscd over the Bridge nt Wilmington, 
into the rich nlluvinl bottoms of the Chrisli
nnna Creek, which extends nenrly a mile 
from the city. The caugewny is hemmed 
with two rows of beautiful tree~, nnd sur
rounded with luxuriant pnsture grounds, that 
have, within these few yenre, been very 
coneiderauly cultivnted nnd improved. 1837 

Riva Road - New Castle 

OUT-BUILDINGS 

Delaware River 
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As for grinding Corn , &c. they have good mills 
the Runs and Creeks ; besides Hand-Mills , Wind-Mills 

Eastern Shore of Maryland Hugh J ones 1724 

The Eighteenth- Century Mill 

Oe,110/ ,s h,d 

. . -
-:;{;· ~-. ·_.· 
.. . :. : .... ·• "# .• 

. - ' 

pioneers were agriculcurists, and the first 
industries were the grist-mill , sawmill and black
smith shop; the first tradesman , a clothier. The 
grist-mill , it seems, was distinctly a community 
institution, and while farmers waited for their 
bags of corn to be ground , they read notices of 
town meetings posted on the door of the mill , 
gossiped, traded, and indulged in theological dis
cussions which, if no t profound, were at least 
inte nse and heated . 

Built 1 740 - Torn down. Washington received one of the first 
licenses to use the milling improvements invented by the Dela- · 
ware millwright, Oliver Evans. Burum's Mill- Loves Bra,ich 11ear Lewes 

1802 - Yellow fever epidemic in Wilmington. E.I. duPont de Nem ours buys 
land for powder-mills near Wilmington from Jacob Broom for $6 ,740. 
Building of mills begun. 

11 3 
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The Eighteenth- Century Mt/I 

IN the little town of Church Creek . . 
in south Dorchester ( 
· 1776; completely dilapp,ar,d (1906) 

-~ -
WILLI AM 

I 

WIND M I L L . .. Williamsburg 

The identity of the man or men who invented the wind
mill is also lost in the mists of antiqu.ity--or at least of the 
Middle Ages. The earliest authenticated reference to a wind
mill in western Europe refers to one that stood in France 
about the year t 180. 

... 
··,.:1," . , . 

iJt1: 

Horse mills were resorted to for grinding corn, and floating wind
mills on tbe Delaware were also used. 
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I 8 th-ce n t ury 

Diderot ·s Encyctopedie 

Two Volum e St:1. 

Dover Publications, Inc. 
New Yor k, N, Y, 10014 
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POST MILL 

Oliver Eva-ns, a native of Delaware, born at Newport in 1755, was one of 
America's earliest important inventors. After an apprenticeship as a wheelwright, 
E vans, at the age of 21 years, inven ted a machine for cutting card-teeth used in 
carding wool and couon, such teeth having before that time been made only by 
hand. For certain inprovements in /l our-mill ing machinery he obtained patents in 
Delaware, r--laryland and Pennsylvania. In 1787 he designed the first non-condens
ing high-pressure steam-engine. In 1799 he applied such an engine to a vehicle, 
which could be used a·s a steam road-carriage, a steamboat and a d redging machine. 
It had its first practically successful test in 180-1- on land and on the Delaware 
River. This was the first use in America of sce:im-powcr for propulsion of 
I and-ca rriagcs. 
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. lei~ rawmgs from Oli\"cr 
~The-I';-;;~_ 
ll' right a11d J\liller's Guide 

· · , 121h ed. (Ph ila., 18•18) 
>Is. 13, 14, 15. 

\'(lelsh, Peter C ... Brandywine: An Euly Flour•Milling Cencer:· Smitlnon,ar, 
for !95 9, pp. 677-S6. Washingwn : T he Smithso nian lnsri1u1ion, 1960. 
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Burned by 11011dals about 1970 

11 7 

(,d)_; SCRAP BOOK 1977 

I 

-~~ 

I - . . 
~ 

. -

-

Ir
-\ ~ 

., 

- ll .1; ____ :,J 

n".1 



...... 
00 

The remains of an early 19th century t ide mill. 

An old post type windmill near 
CHURCH CREEK, 
Dorchester County, Maryland 

Some tide wheels worked in both directions. Through the use of reversible gearing or belting, they could 
be turned by either the incoming or receding tide. One system used gates to control flow and some had 
holding ponds co ntrolled by gates. It would be interesting for an engineering o r architectural student to 
write a paper or thesis exploring the intriging mystery of the tide mill. 



THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

Smith's Bridge, Brandywine, Montchanin, Delaware. (Burned by vandals) 

Thi., view is from the enst bank of the Brandywine, looking southwest. 
The ford was about ten rod, above the present bridge. I ts place i3 
indicated in the picture by the hollow in front of the tree on tbe extreme 
left. The wooded height seen on the opposite side of the river is the 
pl~e where Knypbausen's artillery was planted. 

Benson J. Lossing, 1851 

I 19 

George Fletcher Bennett 

Early Architecture of Delau:are, \V!lmington, 1932 



MARKET STREET BRIDGE 1838 

DETA IL - BRIDGE, ROCKLAND 
Taken down 

W. Emerson Wilson 
"Old Brandywine Village" Delaware Today 

George Fletcher Bennett, Early Archi1ec111re of Delaware. Wilmington: Historica l Press, Inc., 1932. 

Carl T. Waugh & Co., New York. 
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~ ~,, T H E LA W S F or the R egulation of ,}j<" INNS, HOTELS, ALEI-IOUSES 
~ -, POST HORSES. i!onbott: 
f(i; :/" lf an innkeeper be guilty of gross overcharge 0'fcr• 1829. 

1/1/,' \in his bill, tho guest may tenuer him a rensona• charges. i 
~ble amount, which will entitle him lo a verdict 

in nn action; or the innkoepor may be indicted ~ 
and fined, for it is an extortion. _ (, /_-.' 

] f nny butchers, brewers, uakors, poulterers, Conspira ; : }~ 
cooks, costermongers, or fruiterers, conspire, cy to ~n-,'t~f-(~p 

. k I II hnnce ...__ .,~, coven:rnt, promise, or ma e any oat 1s not to se price,. fa ~ _·; { '-, -'.'.;_,.,.\ 

their victuals but at certain prices, oach of them ~'..'.;_.f r·i\,I U, 
shall forfeit to the king, for the first offence 10{, ' i·1~:t · 
and on non-payment within six days, be impri- ~ -. ' 
eoned end fed on bread and water only for twenty -~~ . 
days; for the second offence 20[., and on such ' - ,.,_ f, ______, .. 
non-p~yment be punished with the pillory; for r ~-7{_,'· , :-~ 7~ ,:~".-~:: _.~: -: .--~ ;:-
the th1rd offence 40l., and on such non-payment t '. ',. ·.:.; ;.-: ,0· • •• ·-- · 

be punished with the 'pillory and loss of an ear, 1/t~\ -T~ . 
d b d d · f -=~-·-·· · . .,. .. • r-- ----,;_;, · --~ · · an e eeme 10 amous. · ~~;-. ·,:;:::;-;;.-~.,,.-~--~--~--- ·,,- .' ic. 
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\'.; .. 

"[ ,,·1 ~~~~~:t?~~/l > 

The Tahard lnn, in 1780. 

Hay and Tho person ou whom horses are quartered, 
straw. shall pro,·ide hay and straw, and r ecei,e for 

the sa me for each horse ten-pence per diem. 
S1auli ng. Ian-keepers and others on whom such horses 

are billelted, shall r eceive an allowance of four
pence per week for each horse, for th e use of 
th e stable, during such time only as the horses 
shall be provid ed with hay and straw by con
tract and n ot by such innkeepers, &c.§ 
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East 6th Street 'I 

BANK OF DELAWARE 1816 
Wilmington 

This building now at Lovering Avenue and Union Street houses the Delaware 
Academy of Medicine. 

There is a shortage of architects properly equipped for 
restoration work. Technical training-once a matter of ap
prenticeship-is now, for lack of experienced teachers, a thing 
of the past. There are in these days far too many antiquaries who pose 

as architectural authorities, carrying their researches into 
spheres for which they are not technically eguipped and even 
venturing to advise upon the practical details of restoration. 
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THE DELAWARE TRUST COMPANY 
REHOBOTH-LEWES OFFICE 

MA IN BANKING AREA 

The mai n encl wall paneling, cupboard, wainscoting, and cornice a re 
Kent Coun ty pieces. The d oors, door trim, base, etc. a re fro m eastern 
shore Virgin ia ; the hardware, large ch a ndelier ( brass & pewter) from 
J amcs City County, Virginia. 
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THE EXTERIOR 

In the manner of the 18th Century Sussex-style frame house, with 
shingle side walls, brick panels (back of fireplaces), tin roof on shed, or 
wing addition, and shed type dormers. 

INTERIOR 
The paneling, cupboards, wainscot, doors a nd other mill work are 

ty pical of the fine craftsmanship of the coastal area. 

The over mantel in the Manager's office is from a n old house near 
l'vI ilton; the wall case is from Corner Ketch ( 17 40) 
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DELAWARE TRUST, Seaford 
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DELAWARE TRUST, Seaford 
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THE SWEDES ON DELA \VA RE ·Y, 

T HE Swedish colon ists following in the wake of 

the men who landed at the mouth of Christiana 

river in 1638 to establish the brief Swedish 

sovereign ty on the D elawa re, left few records in 

arc hi (ecture for later generations to study. Nowhere 

within the State is to be found a trace of the high

roofed, many gabled wooden houses and churches of 

the northern kingdom of that day; nor is there 

record of such buildings. A few log houses attributed 

to the Swedes, built in the late seventeenth century, 

remain, but they are far from ScandinaYian in ar

rangement or exterior design. Nor are they English. 

They a re American. 

Growing out of a need for shelter ra!her than an 

appreciation of design, these houses were built on 

lines as simple and straightforward as were the lives of the people. The farm ing folk who 

bu ilt them, with the help of neighbors and, possibly, a country carpenter, were likely to be 

of na tive birth, first or second generation Americans with a hearty appreciation of the 

opportunities of the new land and a growing disregard for things European. They were not 

tied by tradition, and the houses they lived in grew naturally from the elemental need of 

civilized man for four walls, a roof and a hearthstone. Erected more carefully and in more 

leisurely fashion than the rude cabins of the firs t settlers, they remain to this day- somewhat 

altered by the needs and wishes of succeed ing generations- to remind us that the earliest 

permanent settlers of D ela ware were simple, homely folk whose taste and means ran to 
cottages, not castles. * Text from Early A rchitecwre of Delaware, 1932 

41~~ . ·To THE ·. . . 1--

Ch ~rch_ of-the -_fi o-ly .:·Tj-_~riiTy·r 
·; AT 

CH RI$1~1NA,~ · 
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By the middle of the following century their descendents were living on a far higher plane. 

Israel Acrelius, provost of the Swe:lish churches in America , writing at Stockholm in 1758 after 

his return to Sweden, says : "The houses are built of bricks, afte r the English fashion, without 

coating, every other brick glazed; or they are of sandstone, granite, etc., as is m ostly the case 

in the country. Sometimes a lso they are built of oak planks five inches thick. T o build of wood 

is not regarded as economy, after everything is paid for. The roof is of cedar shingles. \Vi thin, 

the walls and ceilings a re plastered, and whi tewashed once a year. T he windows are 

large, divided into two pieces, the upper and lower; the latte r is opened by raising and shut 

by lowering. The woodwork is pain ted, or it d oes not last long." 

That was in the middle of the e ighteenth century, however, and by that time the Engl ish 

influence was paramoun t. Less than thirty ye:trs after i\crelius wrote, congregations of the 

Swedish churches could no longer understand the language of pastors sent from Sweden and so 

broke a contact wit h the Swedish Throne that had lasteJ for a lmost a century. Having become 

assimilated with their E nglish neighbors, marriages bet ween the two peoples being frequent, 

the Swedes likewise accepted the excellent archi tectura l forms brought into the country from 

England and built accordingly, but with that adhere:1ce to local practice that sets the ea rly 

houses of D elaware apart from those of neighboring colonies. 
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S011tlz P orch 1751 

There is one archi

tectural achievement 

that stands out in the 

early record of the 

Swedes on Delaware, 

however; and behind 

that achievement, giv

ing it form, carry ing it 

forward to fruition, 

stands the now shadowy 

and almost forgotten 

figure of a man. Holy 

Trinity Church (Old 

Swedes) in Wilmington, 

the "Church a t Chris

tina " of old records, 

has been in almost con

tinuous use as a place 

of worship since 1699; 
and pleasantly haunting 

it is the ghostly figure 

of the man who built it, 

the young pastor, Eric 

Bjork, who caused to be 

placed on the west ex

terior wall these w9rds : 

"If G od be for us, who 

can be against us." 

P astor Bjork, or, as 

he was known in mom

ents of dignity , H onor

worthy Sir Magister 

Ericus Biork, has been dead a nd la id (ores( in h is na tive S \\'eden these many y ea rs, but the story 

of (he b ui lding of H oly Trinity as (old in his own words presents him to us as such a dominating 

fi gure of liv ing, forceful m anhood that it is p robably incorrect lo re fer lo him in any sense as 

ghostly. H e seems to have pu t in l o those wa lls as the masons la id them up stone by stone some 

of tha t fin e spiritua l quality tha t up lifted him from the men a round him, a quali ty of grea t 

love am! deeply pu rposefu l religion. B u t with it a ll he was a ma n of action, a straightforwa rd, 

forceful, dom inating sort of ma n who had a church huilt and consecra ted while the Swedes at 

\\' iccaco were qua rreling abou t a loca tion. 

H e was a man of orde rly mind and systematic habits a nd put d own in his book from day 

lo day those things tha t had to d o w ith the building of the church. And so we come t o this 

bit in a long list of things to be given attention a l the earliest moment: "To get again from H a ns 

Pie tterson the Bell which he maliciously lied out from the man in whose care it was 

left a t M arcus H ook, which bell was given us by Capta in T ren t when he went away." 
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The subject does 
no t appear again a nd 
one wonders if the or
igina I church bell, which 
~ sa~ to ha ve hung 
from the limb of a wal
nut tree at the west end 
of the church, was a 
ship's bell which a cer
tain churchwarden cov
eted a nd made away 
with. Knowing Eric 
Bjork, we assume that 
it was ; t hat H a ns Piet
terson gave in as grace
fully as possible. It was 
not the first time this 
churc hw a rd e n h ad 
a roused the ire of his 
pastor, nor was it to be 
the las t. 

E ric Bjork, sent 
from Sweden as a mis
sionary-p riest of the 
Lutheran Church, ar
rived in America at the 
end of June, 1697. 
Within a few days he 
met with the congre
gation of Crane H ook 
C hurc h , near New
castle, and within the 

I 

•' . I. 

Elevation of Tower 

... · . . 

month had it meet to "choose certa in discreet persons 

,·: 

. , 

Added /802 

to act for the whole congregation 
in selecting and agreeing upon a place where we in Jesus' name should set our new church." 
Christina- the present Wilming ton- was agreed upon and months of preparation and discussion 
followed, but on May 28 of the following year the first stones of the foundation were "laid a ll 
around about one foot deep except a p iece on the south wall. " And so the building of the 
church was under way. 

Joseph Yard, from Philadelphia, a nd his three sons, Joseph, William a nd John, were the 
masons. For the sum of eighty-six pounds, silver money, he agreed "with the help of God to 
lay a ll the stone a nd Brick work of a church at Christeen near John Stallcop's; the 
length of it shall be 66 foot from out to out, the breath shall be 36 foot from out to out, a nd to 
be la id in ye ground, a good a nd firm foundation, and the height from y e Topp ~f ye ground 
upwards 20 foot, and ye thickness of ye wall from ye foundation to the lower ends of the windows 
3 foot thick, a nd then afterwards 2 foot thick upwards, and all ye Windows and doors upon the 
Church sha ll be Arched, and the doors and Windows Arched and Quined with Bricks 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

Original roof a nd ceil i ng timbers 

HOLY TRINITY (OLD SWEDES CHURCH) WILMINGTON 

In the same manner the churchwardens and Pastor Bjork entered into a contract wit h 

John Smart, of Philadelphia, a carpenter and "his comrade, another by the name of J ohn Britt." 

They were to ma ke and set in place fra mes for "one large and four smaller windows proposa ble 

to the sa id Bigness before said, two large and one lesser D oor case with D oors and fou r pcwess 

Enclosed ; the other with Rails a nd a flanche r and Benches and Doors, and Enclosses ye ends 

of the Pews at the passages the reof. The Ru fe to be fra med with Nea ling P rinciples a nd O vale 

on the inside, a lso with an Orna men tal E ncsy with a Pulpit and Canape over the sa me and 

make a Tahle convenient, Casemen ts to the windows. T he same Ericus Biork to find a ll Timber 

and Bords and Tron worck a nd a ll Ready Sawyed a nd b rough t to place and a lso to finde and a llow 

ye said Carpenlcrs, 1'\l\e:cit, D rink, Wash ing and Lodging d uering ye sa id worck." 

" We also had the sawyers from Philadelp hia " , Pastor Bjork records, " but withou t a ny 

writlen ag reement, but only a verba l one with M r. Edwa rd Smou th tha t he should have 6 shill

ings for each one hundred feet. . . . " And likewise, "we had a ll the lime this yea r from Up

land of a Quaker by the name of James Lownes, who brought it down by wa ler in a sloop, deli vered 

it unslac ked a t 20 pence a bushe l. " 
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As the work progressed the pas tor was worried about the appearance of the finished building. 

He had fought and won a battle with a parsimonious and hard-headed congregation to enlarge 

the origina l plan of forty feet by thirty feet by twelve feet in height to the present dimensions. 

Now the carpen ters, ready to set up the roof timbers, came to him with the suggestion that 

the appeara nce would be grea tly enhanced by building up the gable ends. 

1698 and the spring of 1699. 

More than a hundred years elapsed before the belfry at the west 

end of the church was erected; and then at a special meeting of the vestrymen and church

wardens on August 14, 1802, it was " resolved, that the belfry shall lie buil t at the west end of 

the church, twelve by fourteen feet, and thirty-four feet high, of stone and brick. with a sufficient 

cupola to swing the hell in above the roof etc." A plan m ade in 1772-3 to build a belfry of 

stone to replace an old, low "steeple" , probably of wood, so "rotten it would be dangerous to hang 

the new bell therein", was given up when a congregational meeting decided upon a gallery at 

the west end of the church instead, "there being great want of seats in the church." 
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The minister found 

himself easily persuaded 

"as I and the 

carpenter came to talk 

over the matter of the 

gable ends, how they 

should be etc. and not

withstanding the first 

plan was not to have 

any, we thought it 

seemed to look too 

mean, and concluded it 

best to build them either 

wholly or half way up. 

I did not at first know 

what conclusion to 

come to with regard to 

it, but finally, as I 

thought it would be 

difficult to get them all 

the way up, I would 

have them halfway, and 

then it would look more 

like a church building." 

In this way the ar

chitectural treatment 

still seen at the east end 

of the building was de

cided upon. The west 

end was similar and the 

finished building, when 

consecrated on Trinity 

HOLY TRI NITY (OLD SWEDES CHURCH) WILMINGTON 

--JI 

-
---

Detail- West Entrance door 

Sunday, 1699, was a plain, m odest, rectangular structure of stone with a hipped roof of shingles, 

unadorned by belfry or steeple. More than a hundred years elapsed before the belfry at the west 

end of the church was erected; and then at a special meeting of the vestrymen and church

wardens on August 14, 1802, it was "resolved, that the belfry shall be buil t at the west end of 

the church, twelve by fourteen feet, and thirty-four feet high, of stone and brick, with a sufficient 

cupola to swing the bell in above the roof etc." A plan made in 1772-3 to build a belfry of 

stone to replace an old, low "steeple", probably of wood, so "rotten it would be dangerous to hang 

the new bell therein", was given up when a congregational meeting decided upon a gallery at 

the west end of the church instead, "there being great want of seats in the church." 

The porch at the south side was likewise an addition to the original structure. The Rev. 

Israel Acrelius, arriving from Sweden late in 1749, found the church build ing in a bad state 

of repair, church practices in an equally bad state and the Swed ish la nguage "very much fallen 

out of use." He set out to correct all three errors. "The church was inspected and found in 

need of the following repairs: At the sou th door a wall to support the long side which sinks down 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

,- -· ---- .... --- - - . ----------------·--·-.-·•·--·--~-.. ---·-·------------~ so that t~e a~ch in the church is in danger of b_reaking; the wall can be made so as to serve as1 
fa protection m stormy weather and from the heat of summer. The roof was found much de-

cayed. The bell needs recasting, having been cracked for many years. The church should 

I 
be rid of the nests of birds which are built under the arch over the pews. The north and west 
doors which are entirely decayed should be made anew." , 

This work was apparently done in the summer of 1751, for reference is made by Herr Acre
lius in 1753 of payment having been made for the "side arches of the church." A note by the 
translator is to the effect that these arches were built in 1740, although no reference to them 
seems to appear in the church records. At all events, it is believed that the present arched porch 
on the south side of the church edifice was built about the middle of the eighteenth century and, 
no doubt, the work was carried out under the en.ergetic direction of Israel Acrelius., who seems 
to have been the only pastor since•Bjork to have taken such interest "in the church at Christina. 

Returning to that earlier time., one finds Pastor Bjork vigorously pushing forward the 
work on the church during the winter of 1698 and the spring of 1699. John Harrison, an expert 
joiner from Philadelphia, had been engaged to help Smart in place of the "comrade" who failed 
him. To John Harrison had been assigned "all ye Inside work . . . that is all ye pews and 
Windows, shot work and the Pulpit with a canape over it and a pew of each side of ye communion 
Table and also with Reals and Banisters about ye church . . . and finish all the Sealing Joice 
which is to doe and fitt In ye sealing of ye Roof . . . and to doe with plained Boards over 
ye three doors In ye church where it is left undone." 

All this was necessary because John Smart; deserted by Brrtt and left alone with heavy 
work, fell ill and the work lagged. Eventually another John, a Quaker named Davis, came down 
to help and then came John Harrison and between them and aid given by members of the con
gregation most of the roof was on by Christmas of 1698. Eric Bjork was pleased with Harrison's 
workmanship and when the joiner and John Smart quarreled about money, the minister made 
up the difference out of his own pocket in order that the work might go forward. Later on he 
was to go into his pocket again and make up a sum of one hundred and thirty-five pounds, eight 
shillings and sixpence to clear off the remaining debt against the building that "it seems safe to 
say", he writes., "in round numbers, as it now within a year {Glory be to God) is come to be 
finished, has cost 800 pounds Pennsylvania currency." 

l 
The quittance in full for the work on the wall runs as. 

.
1 

follows: "I 
English-I, underwritten Joseph Yard of the Citt.r 'Of Phila

delphia mazon doe acknowledge that I am fully satisfyed that is. 
~ for laying the stone work of ye church at Christeen. which is. :l 

sixty six foot long, and thirty six foot broad from out to out, 
and twenty foot high, for which I have _Received of ye Reverend 
minister Ericus Biork, that is Eighty and six pounds in Silver 
Money and likewise I have Received in full for my .Morter Labourer 
the Neger five pounds four shill .• and six pence and this Receipt I 
have given to satisfy the church Wardens and Congregation of 
Christeen Church, that I am fully satisfyed, as 

Witness my hand, Aug. 12th, 1698, 
at Christeen. JOSEPH YARD. 
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HOLY TRINITY (OLD SWEDES CHURCH) WILMINGTON 

□ ,= 
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~ 
Details of South Window 
,.A,, Restored- markings and return moulds indicotc this profile 
"C a nd "D'~ Restored from old pbo tographs 

□□ED 
□□□□ rn~ 

Sr.710,1 

J. J 

Details-Gallery Pews and Casement Window 

Eventually the day came when the whole was finished. Mattias de Foss, a smith- and the 
only skilled workman among the Swedish people engaged upon the work, so far as the church 
records show- had made letters and numerals of wrought iron for the inscriptions on north, 
south, eas t a nd west walls. Trinity Sunday came on June 4 that year and a few days before 
that date Joseph Yard Jr. came down from Philadelphia, cleaned the wes t gable of mortar and 
dirt and colored with red lead the date and long inscription in queer Latin abbreviations that 
tells how the church was built "in the reign of William III, by Grace of God, King of England, 
William Penn, Proprietor, Vice Governor William Markham, the Most Illustrious King of the 
Swedes Charles XI, now of most glorious memory, having sent here Ericus Tobias Biork of 
Westmania, Pastor Loci." 

It is not likely that many of the congregation which fi led solemnly into the church on that 
first hot Sunday morning of the consecration, could unders tand the inscription in the wall above 
their heads. But one hopes that Pastor Bjork took occasion to translate a t least one line of 
it, tha t line bold with faith which reads 

If God Be For Us, Who Can Be Against· Us? 

Not a bad rallying cry for any man or any church or any nation in these days when faith 
seems to have left the hearts of the people and mankind throughout the world is sunk in a slough 
of despond. 

April, 1932. 
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The interior has 11ever been painted, and the fine panelled woodwork is chesmw brown in color 

PRINCE GEORGE'S CHAPEL 

On the outskirts of Dagsboro , Dagsboro Hundred , 1 717. 

Parson Ross notes in his Journal, 

"It is a small frame building erected by a few well- disposed persons, m 
order to meet together to worship God." 

Architecture is an art which, depends more upon reason than upon 
imagination; and, therefore, not being purely an art of taste, but only par
tially so, the imaginative faculty is less required in its professors than in the 
professors of painting, sculp ture, or music. Let no one, therefore, who can 
reason, or who possesses what is called good common sense, despair of 
acquiring a just and correct taste in Architecture. 
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The gallery is reached by two stairways each about 30" wide, the steps are very 
steep with a rise of9½" and 7½" tread. 

PRINCE GEORGE'S CHAPEL, DAGSBORO HUNDR ED 
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Detail of Gallery platform framing 

PRI NCE GEORGE'S CHAPEL, DAGSBORO HUNDRED 

Mentioned in letters as early as 17 17, and presumably was built about that time. It was 
enlarged about 1750. These photos are of the original part and were taken before the 
recent 'restoration' . 

We have considered expediency and aesthetics as potential enemies of the 
restorer. There is yet one more potent adversary - archaeology itself. 
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ST. ANNE'S CHURCH, MIDDLETOWN 1768* 
* The cove cornice and other derails indicate an earlier dare: 
see the Van Dyke House. ,l 

CHRIST CHURCH, DOVER 
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A most striking circumstance is the universal use of the engaged 
column. Frequently the two-th irds shaft was no t even backed by a 
pilaster of wood or plain board, but was set directly against the 
brick wall, as at Ol<l Drawyer's Church:'i .. 

OLD DRA WYERS' CHURCH, ST. GEORGE'S H UNDRED, DELAWARE - 1773 

About a mile north of Odessa, lone amid the fields, stands Old 
Drawyers'. In 1773 it was r eared, but not completed for long there
after. It measures 52¾ feet by 41 ½ feet 011tside and has walls 21 
inches thick. Opposite the principal entrance, which is distinguished 
by excellent detail, is the pulpit, reached by five steps. Over it a 
q11aint sounding-board projects from the r ear wall, the means of its 
support appearing on the outside in the shape of a large iron anchor 
plate, cloubtless forged to a bolt penetrating the brickwork. The 
pews are of the early box type with small doors. Nine feet above the 
church floor and extending along three sides of the building is a 
gallery, where the pews, never having been painted, show the honest 
joinery of the age of handworked mouldings and panelling secured 
by wooden pins. The gallery is lighted by an upper tier of windows 
and there are l\',·o windows seven feet wide on each side of the pulpit 
in the rear wall. · 

No changes have ever been made in the exterior. Interior altera
tions made once during the past century consisted of lowering the 
platform of the pulpit 18 and the backs of the pews 8 inches. The 
chmch has had but two shingle roofs, the orig inal one and another 
r eplacing it about the year 1848. 
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OLD ORA \VYER'S CH URCH, ST. GEORGE'S H UND RE D. 
See Pa rt I[ fo r brge sc~le profiles 

The architect who makes himself responsible 
for preserving the work of his predecessors is undertaking a 
tremendous responsibility. He becomes responsible for the 
irreplaceable, for that which has no price. 
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OLD DRAWYERS 

SCOTS an<l Irish Protestants appeared early in the settlement of Delaware and by the 

late seven teen th century were there in sufficient numbers to form two Presbyterian con

gregations, one at New Castle and the other on Drawyers Creek, near Odessa. In an address 

delivered at a n historical celebration some nine ty years ago, the Rev. George Foot, then pastor 

of Old Drawyers, said he believed the congregation was organized previous to 1700. The 

first church was of frame, possibly of log or hewn timber construction. It was enlarged several 

times, once in 1736. 
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~Plau<r 

OLD D R:\\\' YER'S. ST. GEORGE'S H U:--:DR E O 
'Pant! Detail of P ulpit 

1773 

Odessa, D elaware 

It is more than likely that J a mes Gibbs, 
who was born in 1682 and d ied in 1754, was really the 
inspirer of the American Colonial. The churches of St. 
Martin's-in-the-Field and St. Mary le Strand have suf
ficient suggestion of the colonial inspiration to justify 
such an assertion. Moreover, in 1728 Gibbs published a 
book of designs of churches in London a nd it is as ton
ishing to look through it and see how very m uch of the 
coloni al inspiration is indicated in these designs. 
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The great fire of London occurred in r666. Sir Chris
topher Vhen was then thirty-four years old and it ap
pears from history that architectural practice was not 
very d ifferent in those da ys than it is today. 'Nren wa·s 
the firs t man, practically, on the j ob to su bmit a new 
pla n for the city and got the work through his p rompt
ness and alertness. This was in the midd le of the Eng
lish R enaissance. Inigo J ones had already impla nted 
his ma rk upon the a rchitecture of E ngland and it is not 
surprising that Wren, havi ng already been retained to 
rebuild the City, should come forward and take the 
prominent part in its development. 



------------ ~ 
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OLD DRAWYER'S. ST. GEO RGE'S HUNDRED Box piws-

Odessa, D elaware ] 77] 

And he re in Old Drawyers one is at once aware of the spiritual p resence of those dour 

men and women of Protestant Ireland and Protestant Scotland whose outward sternness so 

often concealed hearts quick to sympathize and ha nds quick to help. 
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Bench pews- gallery- south wall 

OLD DRA \\'YER'S CHURCH, ST. GEORGE'S HUNDRED 

Box pews- gallery - north wall 
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and Tenth . -::,~o'-"'7 
. PCt .,_ ,r_ ;;..,Cummins 

It was "fashioned within after 
the prevailing style of Church 
architecture o f that day." 

The deed for the property, 
dated December 30 , 1737 

.,, -
.\1 ·/. \, ) 

_..;... .I , l,';I -

Park Drive at foot of II/est Street, Wihni11gron 

In 19 I 9 the old Church was removed to its present site and is 
now the headquarters of the Delaware Chapter of the National 
Society of Colonial Dames. 

OLD FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Wilmington 
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1930 

FRIENDS' MEETING HOUSE, ODESSA 
Circa 1780 

1965 

Friends living at Lewes had held meeting there as early as 1692 and it is said the first religious 
body to hold services at the Duck Creek regio n was this same Society. Meeting houses were erected 
there and at Little Creek prior to the Revolution ; and a meeting house was erected in 1703 on the 
road from Port Penn . It was first called Georges Creek Meeting and the site was later occupied by a 
Friends' burying ground. This meeting is said to have removed to Odessa, where the present small brick 
meeting house was erected. 

Jil!XS PEMDJtBTON. 

Prom a p_riat in II Wataoa•• A nut.." 

Quakers, as a body, were friends of the king, though generally passive, so fa r as public 
observation could de termine. But in secret, and through their "testimonies," they gave 
"aid and comfort to the enemy." To such an extent did they exert their influence 
against the patriots, that Congress thought it proper to recommend the executives 
of the several states to keep a watch upon their movements. That body also earnestly 
recommended the supreme executive council of Pennsylvania to apprehend and secure 
the persons of eleven of the leading Quakers of Philadelphia. Among these was James 
Pemberton, whose likeness is here given. August 28, 1777 

········ ...... . 
1 808 

ABOLITION or 

THE SLAVE-TRADE. 
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FRI ENDS' MEETI NG HOUSE, CAM DEN 1806 

FRIENDS' MEETI NG HOUSE, ODESSA Circa 1780 



The modern architect 
has hardly time for aesthetics-certainly none for antiquities. 

Main Hall , Wesley College, Dover, Kent County (Demo lished abo111 1970) 
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BRANDYWINE ACADEMY, W ILMINGTON 

Brandywine Vi llage. 

I 
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Detail of Cupalo 
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TOWN HA LL, EW CASTLE 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS 
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Old State House on Dover Green 

The Carpenters' Company 
of the City and County of Philadelphia 

BviH J'170 - 177.J. ~oberi &pi-th_,. ~hi,. 
The Firai Conl1nenlolCon~ mel: in thi& buildit1g_, 1774. 
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COURT HOUSE (formerly State House) NEW CASTLE 
Center of 12 mile "circle" forming northern Boundary of Delaware 

~~1 HEN the Swedish ships under the command of Peter Minuit anchored in the De1:fafe' 

I W 
~ in 1638 their company of families bought from the Indians tracts which included the ~ present sites of Wilmington and New Castle , and New Sweden was founded . New ~~ Ams tel was described as "a goodly town of about one hundred h ouses and containing ~~~ a magazine, a guard house, a bake house, and forge and residences for the clergymen ~~~r-&: and other officers." 

* During the "restoration" the balcony was added for cosmetic reasons. In 1930 Earl Brooks and G. F. Bennett spent some time probing the front facade hoping to find evidence or excuse to report the possibility of a balcony, and again in 1936, without 
success! 
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COURT HOUSE (formerly State House) NEW CASTLE 

SCHOOL HOUSE, ODESSA 

----.. --
·--~· --.~ - ·-- - -

--
' · 

NEW CASTL E, DELAWA RE 
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6th and King Streets 
Wilmington 

COURT HOUSE 
10th and Market Streets 
Wilmington 
Removed 1920 

CITY HALL 
Victorian cupola 
removed 

BAND ST AND, Washington Street Bridge, Wilmington 
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CITY HALL 
New cupola 

Market Street 
elevations 



PUBLIC BUILDINGS 
L E Colonial architecture of America was mainly a 
domestic architecture. During the seventeen th century, 
when the settlers from Europe were finding their way 
in considerable numbers to American shores, and colo
niza tion was taking place, there was little time for else 
than house building. Religion was a vital factor in the 
lives of most of the colonists, and as soon as adequate 
dwelling houses had been built, the Colonists turned 
their hands to the erection of the firs t churches- meet
ing-houses they called them! It was not until afte r this 
want had been fairly met that secular buildings of a pub
lic na ture began to appear. E ven then, there elapsed a 
considerable period before public buildings were re
quired to any great extent by a struggling people. The 
comparative scarci ty of our earliest public buildings il
lustrates this. 
I/ Our early public buildings, though generally simple, 
rarely are without style and a certain degree of elegance. 
Almost without exception the early builders achieved 
order and restraint, and their designs were invariably 
tinctured by good taste. Undoubtedly the proficiency 
of the individual workman was a big factor in achiev
ing this, for he had an excellent working knowledge of 
mouldings and details, and a sympathetic understand
ing of the architect's aims. Classical detail was the com
mon language o f every carpenter, 

And last of all, their work was undeniably American. // 
J. F REDER IC K KELLY 

Broadly surveying the field of architecture, we can
not escape the conclusion that civic buildings should be 
the outward expression of a community's best effor ts. 
But in New England and the middle colonies, compar
atively few town halls, court houses, etc. were required 
until after the first quarter of the eighteenth century. 
In the South, with its smaller, sparse settlements, there 
were sti ll fewer buildings of this nature. This is quite 
what one would expect, fo r the bulk of the population 
in t he North was gathered by this time in more or less 
compact settlements, and civic consciousness had be

EASTEUN VIEW OF THE STATE H OUSE AT DOVER. 

H owever, buildings of genuine architectura l quality 
were designed during the eighteenth century, and plans 
and elevations were drawn, principally by men o f two 
classifications ; namely, builder-architec ts and amateur
archi tects. 

gun to make its appearance as a social fac tor. 

Old State House. built 1787-1792 on th e Pa~t ~ide o f hi~toric Dover Green. 
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CENTER SECTION "3" now garden house at the BLUE COAT INN. Th Sections 2 & 4 destroyed. 

eAnatomy of an 
Architectural Disaster 

r4 ~ ~ /-7-/~.3 ~~~ ~ ~ _,_ \. PUr44~r~~~1-~ :'~t 
cy,o ◄u-'~6&p,~nJ-;d wz_F ~ ~ / \-~, 
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THIS WAS THE OLD STATE HOUSE 

'70 

158 



7 

Richard Mehring is the 
man in Washington who ap
proved the plans for restora
tion of the Old State House in J 
Dover, and he is the one who 
classified the project a res
toration, not a reconstruc
tion. 
"Restoration is returning 

a structure that is standing 
to the original appearance 
with materials that are just 
like thos·e used when the 
building was originally built, 
or materials that are very 
similar in nature1• 

~2 WU£ ~ W ~ ~ + ?a,t.-<J; 3 ~ .e,;;z,;a ,,,, I!..~ ~eZ,;.,.,✓ /2.V-LL ~ -, ~,,'/-SD eL. 

Je~~· (.-<f ~ ~~ ku.,J ~); '.? UL.L,V. ~~fa~~ U--0 ,/.r.1/Z. t'y 
d e S:/ <7 -t✓.~ f.1u /rC:d. C!4-us/4.-✓J~.au d.c-Tad . {p t1LL aLUI/V-J?-trc/ <!.ruh✓Je,.4(1,1 ~rn,,/ 

7 t'.c~ (/ ,u: ,.-d_ r-J--ttru,bl' £. r-N .".L.«..d, _;.o/ /o~- ;iCZAU~ U</ -~.., ~ U<A.:U ~~a~Y/; 

7 ~LvC<___ ~ ~ ~d. ~s dO-<-G~- ~ ~UA./--u,u.u ~,( r 

%,, . ltu-lv-~1 ✓ J0z, . .!°~.In1.<.,, 4y 3e ;,A a.~1 ~ -~ a.d-~ ~,✓ ~ 
U,t~'3/ ~ ~ ~;J"~~ ~a~_dJcu:e_-~ tU(, ,6.~«J kzl;i.-, ! 
/~ a,u,~ ~-&~~ ,r- ~o ~ ~ U-<.. ~~~ ~<J1T-
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The available knowledge ot the original 
appearance did not amount to certainty and the imagination of the archi
tect was called in. But not, alas, his creative imagination; only a fumbled, 
frightened groping for the past. And, moreover, continuity did exist and 

disregarded Most frequently such attempts are made on the specious plea of 

"restoring a building to its origi· nal state." Quite apart from the v_irtu_al 
impossibility of ever achieving his goal, in striving to do so we nsk m 
almost all cases the total destru . ion of its existing contemporary value. 

Osbert Lancaster 

I 

The old state hou m1ff 
IIIfil I ' 

' 
To-day the restorer seems to be mainly concerned 

with preserving the elevational_aspect of his building, unhesi
tatingly stripping this away to replace it without shame upon 
some new structure replacing an ancient one which he has 
ruthlessly demolished. Hugh Braun. 

(London: 1954 

~ttif 

The new building 

' 
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":;jac1-U !..v Ul.. fUh._£ 's ~ o-£,:/1 /1.,w,~ 

Cv~'1. c.ai-aJ tM.-d~pd 
~ ~(J~,<.,((.e. ~ ~ d.£..s.~94 
-b.t.tr.,a.M~ ~6' ~-~ .M..2,,1..LJ' ~! 

plenty of activities around the Dover ~ 
Green in connection with the inaugura- ;~ 
lion ceremonies for a new governor. ~ 

-Within' the next month there will be • 

. Many of ~ e ~ctivities will take place i,·\ . ·-~-it,, 
m a new building HARRY C. McSHERRY ,,.~-r"tt-n~1· . 

th G ,i,. ~~-!'1.r., on e reen, Staff Writer ~ ·; _ ,, J~ 
generally refered }as 12-Jo ·JG,'--.:¼;~~~ 
to as "The Old ~ . {}f.~~ 
St.ateHouse." -=-=-=- :- ·.. __ · 

Yet th a t -~ f-· 
building will not 
be a year old until 
next spring and ' 
aJso lacks some of 
the markings of -~1 ~- r-=-~~~v.:-1:1-!'. 
olber a ncient ''8e~; · · ,_.'-'" 
structures in the r ~No ,,..oE••'"0 
Dover area. who workeaon testoranon projects 

at Colonial Williamsburg fn Virginia 
and who has restored structures for 
private, state and federal agencies 
durtng his long career. .,_......,_ 

"I! they would call It a reconstruc
tion, I'd be satisfied," he adds. 
"Un~ then, I'll be an evangelist." 

NEW 

(ts>_;. SCRAP BOOK 1977 

Alexander Givan , the architect who designed the St ate House, did not live 
to s ee i t completed. He was paid £ 3 for the plan in May 1788 and another 
£ 6/1/2 in November . He died before the following March_ 

His torical & Cultural Affairs o/ ¾4/11,/(./; 
Up t o 1896 _practica lly all of the busin ess o f the com - . . 7"-€ 710,v / 

~onweal th which ha d t o be h a n dled in Dover - and very ,., In . addition to all this 
httle was h a ndled a nywhere else - was t ransacted in scrutm~ before and d~ng 
the S tate H ouse, t h en of its origina l s ize. Durin g t h e the proJe~t! we are required 
la tter pa rt o f that period it d iffer ed som ewhat in fo rm as a cond1~10n_of our federal 
from its orig ina l shape, having undergon e som e a l tera - ~ran~ _to Justify every item 
tions a nd rem odeling. L a ter, however, much of th e colo- m ":'ntmg._ The repor~s a':'e 
nial aspect of the old build ing was rest ored ava1lable m manuscript m 

· our office, and will be 
Senator James B. Rober tson, dated 2/ 29/ 36 published before the 
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restoration is finished. 
Hl1r1:rlcal and 

Cullur ti Attain 
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a. Architectural description 
b. Statement of present conditions 
c. Photographs 
d. Drawings 

PROPOSED WORK 
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1, 2, 3, 4 -THE CLOISTERS (1740), Ephrata, PA. Early religio us community. Photos taken before "restoration". 
5, 6, 7 - Demolished and stone reused in garden wall at Centerville, DE. 

8 - Typical 18th century Delaware River Valley bonnet and entrance. 19 th century stone steps and railing. 

164 



0\ 
V, 

Ea rly 18th century rooms 
THE CLOISTERS 
Ephrata, Lancaster County, PA 

Photos taken in 1880 



North Queen & Chestnut Streets, Lancaster, PA, about 1840. 

Front & Market Streets, Wilmington. Painted in 1854. 
Photos from author's collection. 
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The author' s fi rst attempt 
at design and construction 
of the "Farm House" style-
1930. 

Mr. William duPont's sub division, Westover Hills, Wilmington 

11 
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London News, December rs 1866 -

.J L 

To comply with a law of 1606, buildings in this 
overpopulated district often had stone or brick fronts on a wood framework, 
but the backs were all wood. Columns often had " some architectural pretenston." 

tm·· . 
. -·>f !~. . 

t - · --1 . , A 
• .; - . 

' .,..,·:-..,: 
.·. -~A... . {.?t,> 

. ~ •:~?-- -~·, .• ::•,.i:,t~-~E:.- ..::~~-:.-.·. _..__,,:. 

A study of "town houses" indicates that we still have "some archi tectural pretension" ! 
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PART II 

:Measured Vrawings 

Profiles 
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------- 1760 -----1~ 1728-! 

STIDHAM HOUSE 
East Wilmington 
(Demolished about 1890) 
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In the woodwork of both the 17th and the 18th cen-
turies the element of craftsmanship is important. The 

work of intel1igent men, proud of a manual skill passed 
on from master to apprentice or from father to son, 
produced an ever fresh handling of well-known forms 
that were acceptable to several generations. 
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Architecture is more an art of 
reason than of imagination; and there is hardly any great 
feature of beauty or deformity in a building, the propriety or 
absurdity of which could not be made obvious to the most 
ordinary understanding, even if tl1e possessor of that under
standing had paid ve1·y little attention previously to the subject. 
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Transom bar 
(See below} 
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A taste for Architecture, like thnt for nny of the fine ntts, is 
at once n source of enjoyment, nod 11 mark of refinement. 
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,------
Door jamb & trim 
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Door panel 
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Base board 

_-Src1inrrorriirrri-E--_ 

Wi ndow jamb 
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Pre-Revolutionary Period 
Jl(l1tse 011 frmch Sr., Witmingro11 
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The architect of the present day may easily have a 
passing thought of envy in considering the directness, 
the co-ordination of artistic ways and means, that' ex
isted here in the 18th century. 
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CORBIT HOUSE, ODESSA 
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Mount Pleasant , Fairmo unt Park , Philadelphia. Pa. 

This photograph the gift o f P. Wallace, (/3;;_ t, Ph iladelphia. Pa. 

' 'Photographs, the photographs of Mr. Wallace, are amazingly deep in 
truth and in effect. They, too, show more than the surf ace ; there is far more, in their black 
and white, than white and black. The spirit of places and men, of times, resides in them." 
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E 

E 

Voor and Panet cM.oulds Cornices-Interior 

Hand '1{ails 

Profiles one-half full 

"E" = Wren and Early Georgian Periods in England 

"E-E"=Georgian Period in England 

"D" =Pre-Revolutionary Period in Delaware 

"D-D" = 1775 to 1800 Period in Delaware 
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Skirtin s- base boards 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

A 

uelai/s of S011//, Window 
"A" Ru torcd-mnrking s 11,nJ rt"turn m o ul,l :1 in<licn tc 
"C and "O'' RcsturcJ fro m o ld phutngrftphs 

For our purpose, four general divisions in this early -
woodwork may be made : The work of the 17th century 
and three phases of the 18th century; early, middle and 
late. The woodwork of the 17 th century and that of the 
18th sprang from separate architectural traditions; the 
earlier work had a kinship with the smaller provincial 
buildings,still Gothic in origin, of r 6th century England. 
Our woodwork soon after the year 1700 was wrough t in 

--J 
,----1,j 

the Anglo-classic style but in New Engla nd it bore the 
stamp of a certain American independence. 

Detail of Callery P ews 
uE" T op ~nsh orioi nnl. lower :1n~h rc ~torc=d 
"F" Shutter rc!torcd fr-0111 o ld pho to g raph 
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impo rt latch 

...i ~:->- - - -=-- ·--= '-' · 

!, 'f~:a: _:_. 
-~)"·--e -- . "''_, i 

Offset bolt 
H and H L hinges 

Early American WROUGHT IRON HARDWARE 
* The most used latch of the late 18th and early 19th centuries, aptly named the Lima 

Bean Latch. The simplest of latches, of English import, and used throughout the 
se ttlements, it is a swivel lift la tch. 
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NEWCASTLE 

THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

ODESSA 
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Window 
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Plaster 
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Panel 
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Plaster 

( 1 

I 1 I I I I II 
' I' f T1 ,1 

~-,£~9~f>!~~E~~~_-- '" -~~,23~.{g~I!l'=!~..__,,......:,,~, 
• ~ ~ C' 

~ . I 

I 

lnnITTl1nlJ~ nrn1===-=-~I I I 
i I 

...., 

t======:::::::t=====:j.~ 

1---------'--..J--1-- - ---1111 

:=-=- Sea.le½ inch=one foot 

OLD ORA WYERS CHURCH 
St. Georges' Hundred 

Ddail of Pulpit 

V 



Seflion e 

Vetail-V 

Vetail- 73 
·-·--·-----

Vetails- one-half fttll si~ 

Details of Pulpit. Scale½ full size 
Detail "C',-Columns are reeded 1611 up from base. 
Caps of columns "F" have same pro6les as "Cap" of detail ••D" 

OLD ORA WYERS CHURCH, ST. GEORGES' HUNDRED 

205 



THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

Fireplaces. New Castle 
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JOHN RUSKIN was born in London, in February, 
1819. He was the only son of a wine merchant, a 
man of great intelligence, and a sincere lover of 

those forms of fine art which came in his way-namely, 
those at all accessible to a London citizen during the years 
following the Napoleonic wars." --+•••---

Russell Sturgis 
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AMERICAN VIGNOLA-~~ 
c 
~ Sh.ift ! HE e LYL~M RQ1: 0 E R~~~~~~r, d 

.,, 
FORME-RLY PROFESSOR OF ARCHITECTURE IN MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

EMERITUS PROFESSOR OF ARCHITECTURE IN COLUMBIA UNIVERSIT~·'' I 
SCRANTON I .,,FJ,,·•· 

G~,v 
•p 

Bue INTERNATIONAL TEXTBOOK COM}~N~~-.:_:::.: , I 
------,c,-,;•m. F10. 31._____..... 1910 .L__ ::':?"· I 

c....- IN January, 1859, I went from Mr. Edward Cabot's office in Boston, where I had been for two or three 
'"=,=====1

8
,,,__1,,_ years, to join the little company of half a dozen young men who were studying architecture in the Studio 

'-----' Building in Tenth Street, under the inspiration of Mr. Richard,Hunt. Mr. Hunt had just returned from 
Paris, and was eager to impart to younger men, though we were not much his juniors, what he had learned in 

T•~ 
~---1 the Ecole des Beaux-Arts and in work upon the New Louvre. We had all, I believe, had more or less of office 

experience, but those were the days when the Gothic Revival was at its height, and Mr. Hunt found most of 
us unfamiliar with Classical details and quite unskilled in their use. I, at any rate, knew hardly a touch of 
them, and I remember well the day when, as I was carefully drawing out a Doric Capital according to the 
measurements given in my Vignola, Mr. Hunt took the pencil out of my hand and, setting aside the whole appa
ratus of M odules and Minutes, showed me how to divide the height of my Capital into thirds, and those into 
thirds, and those again into thirds, thus getting the sixths, ninths, eighteenths, twenty-sevenths, and fifty
fourths of a Diameter which the rules required, without employing any larger div1sor than two or three. 

It seemed as if this method, so handy with the Doric Capital, might be applied to other things, and I 
forthwith set myself to studying the details of all the Orders, and to devising for my own use simple rules for 
drawing them out. The present work presents the results of these endeavors. Experience in the class room 
has, meanwhile, amplified and extended them, and they have at many points been improved by the sugges-

,,,,.fr 

fons of my colleagues. 7 /4:,, ,;, ;£. ~ ,x;, ~~ J'-{ tJW...J I p>~ //16 ( 

-r)({~~~~t-e/4~~~~~~o~a/
.ftp~a-,.~ ~ ... ~ ~ ~ k. Ga.uJ / a ~d-~~~, ~fl~~~ 
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MICH. ANGELO 
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One of the very earliest student textbooks of t he Five Orders of Architecture (1725). This copy owned by the author. 
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S~ I= veut: d ecrire. cdh!. prem.iere m.an.iere c/e-,,olut-e _,. 
TUL jareb; au lieu de CDTIU7teer luarcnle arcl.e .rurla C. 
tut JU:r la lig,ze qui la coupe a, a.nglu droiu,- lirer lulig11.d 
pdt1.duu.r1 ..J, 1 ,z B,z.,.;C,J,1-. p. dtu-rrwuz- a. cer ~ a.utaru; 
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While the domestic architecture of the American col
onies during the seventeenth century, had been, for the 
better par t, quasi-mediaeval in character, the Renais
sance style came into popula rity with the eighteenth 
century. It was but na tural, therefore, that the public 
buildings of the same period should have found expres
sion in the style of Pal ladio. The colonies were, of course , 
closely in touch with England, and the accepted man
ner there was soon echoed on t his side of the water. In 
England, the Renaissance style had gained a secure foot
hold, and men such as Jones, Webb and Wren were its 
chief exponents. Quite as a matter of course, the prefer
ences of England were transmitted to the colonies, to a 
very limited extent through the visits of minor British 
architects, but mainly, through the channels of British 

-~ ~ ....... 

architectural publications. An English work on Classi
cal design by Shute appeared as early as r 563, and one 
by Wotton in 1624. Gibbs' works were published in 1739. 
Batty and Thomas Langley published an excellent work 
on Classic architecture in 1739, Ware's "Architecture" 
appeared in 1756, and the third edition of the " correc t 
and elegant" Sir William Chambers in 1791. All of these 

1700. 
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Fig. l stock, into which is fixed a centre bit. 

Fig. 2 No. 1. the gimlet: No. 2. the lower part at fuii size. 
Fig. 3 No. I. the brad awl; No. 2. the lower end turned edge. 

ways: No. 3. the lower end turned s ide. ways. 

flg. 4 No. I. the paring chisel ; No. 2. the lower end turned 
edge-ways with the basil. 

Fig. 5 the mortise chisel: No. 1. s ide of the chisel 
front; No. 3. lower end with the basil . 

F5 
~ 

.F.10 

C 

Fig. 1 the jack plane 

Fig. 2 the trying plane 

FfJ. 

Fig. 3 is the smoothing plane 

Fig. 4 the iron, No. I. 

-> 

Fig. 5 the wedge for tightening the iron 
.1:·1g. 6 sash fillister tr 

(s_ the plow, the same with regard to the stem fence and 
~top, and also in other respects as the sallh fillister, except tit~ 

Fig. 7 the moving fill ister 

a ,ole, r ch i, , o,now froo, 

Fig. 6 band saw. 
Fig. 7 tenon saw, with back generally of iron. 
Fig. 8 sash saw, backed generally with brass. 

Fig. 9 compass saw for cutting curved pieces of wood. 
Fig. 10 key hole saw, a the pad in which are inserted a spring 

and two screws, for fixing the saw to any length. 
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Fig. 1 the manner of cocking tie beams with the \\ all plates 

fitted toget her. 

F ig. 2 shows the manner by which the cocking joint is fitted 

together, No. 1 part of the end of the tie beam, with the notch to 

receive the part between the oolches in No. 2, which is a part of 

the wall plate. 

Fig. 3 dove.tail cock ing ; No. I the male or exterior dove.tail cut 

ut on the end of the tie beam : No. 2 the fem ale or inte rior dove.tail 

ut out of the wall plate, to receive the male dove-tail. See § 24. 
Fig. 4 the manner of joining two pieces togethe r to form a 

ight angle, so that each piece will only be extender! 011 one s ide 

of the other, by halving the pieces together, or taking a notch out. 

of each, half the thickness. 

Fig. 5 two pieces j oined together, forming four right angles, 

when one piece only exceeds the breadth of the other by a very 

short distance : No. 2 rhe socket of one piece, which receives the 

neck or substance of the othe r. This and the preceding are both 
employed in joining wall pla tes at the angle ; but the latter is pre

ferable, when the thick ness of walls will admit of it. 

Fig. 6 the method of fixing angle ties : No. 1 part of angle 

tie, with part of the wall plate : No. 2 the wall plate, showing the 

socket 'lr fem ale dove.tail . Though the angle tie is here shown 
flush with the wall, in order to show the manner of connecting the 

two pieces together; the angle tie is seldom, or neve r let down 

flush, as this would not only weaken the angle tie, but also the 

plate into which it is framed. 

215 



When designing an addition to an old building it is not 
enough merely to concern oneself with selecting appropriate 
materials and designing suitable architectural detail. One very 
important factor to be considered is the scale of the new por
tion as it will appear when seen in conjwiction with the 
original structure. 

~~,9' -
'"'•~ .. 

\ 
. --..~'!'f' ~~ \~ ' \ • ' . I • 

I -·. - ~.>' ., ·; ~ i.J 
~ . . D i:• r ._, 

. .:,__.?,~~-.:_. _: 
~----=- ..,,......... ( 

~ :.-.~--~ ~ .-~ , \ 

1965 - 1966 

The Committee accepted design of west elevation. The "point 
of view" (station point) approximate 600' 



(ts)_; SCRAP BOOK 1977 

I CHARLF.S L. TERRY, JR. j 
( Governor, State of Delaware 

1 
: , E d z · h z NO CHANGE TO ~ '"--::, n e evations to ave a l exist- THE EYE FROM ~~1cJ 

~I ing marble and iron work re- EXISTING __ 
J_ moved, repaired and reused. (north & south) 
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A, B, C - Notice the detailed stone steps. wrought iron 
hand rail , stone arch over door and barred cellar window. 

J~i;t _ 
~;~ 

- C 
- - ~ ·":_,J ~ ~ 

.· ---~--~ ;.~· 

.· ' :-.; ' 

·\ \'\}'$: . •' ;~~ 
• . •: •·~,, :,i~ I~ .... - ~ 

, .. ·---~~ -. --~ ·~--_;::__- - ....... w- - --·--· ~ --~ . ~ :. ~ . -: ~ --..: 
, · . 

D & E - The Dutch door, two sasn window with twin hinged shutters roofed over with shirigles. 

F - A three sash window with metal roof. 
G - Box bay window coved base and cornice with shutters double hinged allowing clock to show 
when closed. 
H - A stone lintel or arch with keystone. Note transom with leaded glazing and house number 
on transom bar . 
.J - Note openings to cellar. The shadow of bay shows the brick lay-up pat tern. 
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THE LONDON COFFEE HOUSE 
PHILADELPI IIA 

y.Y.t SCRAP BOOK 1977 

An original photo 
da ted 1880. The 
woodcut below 
made from this 
photo. 

02, by Charles Reed, who obtained his 
Lilia Penn-in the same year in which 
ith other grounds, to his daughter, to 

01. · inal lot Lo Charles Reed 
t, and one hundred up 

High street. 

-~= 

===----..-=-- ~ .--, ,,,,~~v~ - ~§~~-~-- .::=,-. 
.,lhr/J';,~}. .,,....... - - ·" - _:::..-;:;;=--_~ --- ~-

'!'his celebrated house, as a Coffee House, was 
its new employment by Willia m Bradford, the printer, in Lhe year ,i 

6 
v 

1754, upon the occasion of the declining of the widow Rolierts. 
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THE CHESAPEAKE BAY COUNTRY 

Accomack and Northampton counties-Old homes and historical 
places along the strip of land washed by bay and ocean. 

\ 

f] L( 
. ,._\ # 

ON THE EASTERN SHORE 
The Eastern Shore of Virginia proper (Northampton and Acco

mack counties) comes down from the Delaware and Maryland penin
sular country, and terminates at the Capes of Virginia-

-=-



THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

.. 
• j ~ 
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~ 
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.flanfel shelf 
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Choir tail 

J:{.m. 
~;::::3iiiiiiiiE::3iiiiiE3iiiiiiiiE~~iiiiii:~ 
0 4- 6 

IJetliil.f'. 
What is, after all, the purpose of restoration? It is the pre-

7?irn1111°'!!J ,of 
tnkfio Joo~s. 

., . servation of the work of our anc.estors, in whose name we are .,.~:::Jll-""'""!-"""il • .,,c.f,,,,,~~ 
Jambs q/ 
inlel'tor tfoor.J . trustees for our descendants. Expediency may not be con-

sidered, nor may aesthetics should these conflict with this aim. -"~~---Bi-...., __ _ 
We are custodians of the irreplaceable. 
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/./4t~~~;::. 
OLD COTTAGES AND FARMHOUSES IN KENT AND SUSSEX. 

English ·cottages and farm-houses are almost always pleasing in 
themselves and in harmony with their surroundings. 

The cottages of Kent and Sussex possess many points and 
characteristics in common, and no attempt therefore is made to deal 
with them here from any novel standpoint, or to trace their his
torical or architectural evolution, but merely to draw attention to 
some of the typical features both in their design and construction. 

The domestic abodes of the poor in rural districts during the 
Middle Ages owing to the poverty of their materials and the fragile 
manner of their construction, have long since disappeared, so that 
we know but little of their nature and extent, but in the earliest 
times they must have been but few in number, for many of the 
people lived and slept under the roof of the masters' house, and 
were dependent on him for their maintenance. It was only in 
later years, when some sort of independance had been attained 
that they had separate abodes, and even then they must have lived 
in a miserable state of squalor and wretchedness, for, with walls of 
rough unhewn stone, roofs of thatch or straw, windows unglazed 
and floors of bare earth, they could have been but comfortless 
dwellings. 

It may be said without fear of contradiction, that the love of 
ne~tness and order is one of the national characteristics of English
men, and to a great extent this trait is borne out in the manner in 
which the cultivated portions of the country are treated-fields set 
out and bordered by hedges and fences, the roads well kept up and 
cared for, and every man, whether a large landowner, or village 
labourer, concerned either with his many acres, or his simple cottage 
garden. 

And if this is so noticeable in the country itself, in the houses 
and cottages it is even mote so, for here each seems built for com
fort and convenience, and suits its position, showing more than 
anything else that what is best adapted for its purpose, is the most 
beautiful. 

224 



' 

IN KENT AND SUSSEX 

.• ~ I ~--- -

a y"~_t-~ ~'l&-,L 
/~;.14 

~f.P40£ 
1~H~ 

KENT, Sussex and Surrey are three of th~ 
1 most delightfu l counties of England, and 

. : I three ~f the richest in c?ttage architecture. 
· •· 1 There 1s probably no obJect so much a part 

of the English landscape, o r one which makes 
so direct an appeal t o the heart and imagina
t ion, as t hese old cottages. One English vil
lage is M ediaeval and another is Classic in 
spirit, while others have characteristics of 
both. The use of contrasting materials, ar
ranged wi tl1 a happy knack of doing the right 
thing in the •ight place, was common. In 
cottages of wood, the fire-places were nearly 
always kept on the outside walls, and were 
of reat bulk. ._ 

~\ 
. ,/t ~\·,, 
~,:!. ,-I~i 
~ 

The ingenious way in which these chimneys were . 1• .J 
1 

invariably excites a feeling of admiration, for simple as they are, '.'!i ~- , • :' , .,_,. ::· 
1 

bu;J, of pla;n unmoulded b,;eks, the old bu;]dees always obta;ned • , · :-~11~4'':j,,"" 
satisfactory results, and a breadth and sense of proportion sadlyi l -1'3~~\ 
lacking in cottage chimneys of the present day. ):i);,l tlHi iii I nn' ·l . ~ 
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One of the ma111 features of building generally in the olden 
time, was suitability to situation, and the use that was invariably 
made of the local materials at hand. The geological formations 
of England not only give a distinctive character to the districts 
which they compose, but also to the buildings themselves, and 
f!!!}.. · • ~ where we find the materials tha_t nature provides used m any given 
"71':~ ~. _.;....,.~ part of the country, there without doubt do we see the most ru ~ 
1 

- ~ -·~ •• beautiful architecture, because it is 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 
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THE PERENNIAL APPRENTICE 

A n ancient B llilrli11g, knotrn to be berwt{fit!, is often copied 
and recopied in situations that have no reference to the orig inal 
locali ty and uses of the structure. The a rchitect is pleased with 
his copy, because his mind is full of the beautiful original; while 
the public do not understand it, but conclude that it must be 
beautiful, because it is placed the re by the authority of a man, 
whose toste, from his employment by government, or the nobi-
lity, they suppose to be excellent. 1834·. 
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AN AFTERWORD 

The author is fully aware that these pages show a broken and disjointed 
form - both because of the necessary division into numerous heads and sections 
and because the diversity of subject matter written and illustrated in snatches 
of time, just as he could catch the thought or possess the occasion - never 
with the advantage of a second writing for its improvement. Critics may 
condemn this. 

Such critics may not in their whole lives contribute even a fraction of 
their labors to the public record of successful apprenticeship and pride of 
craftsmanship. This writer makes no claim to academic or literary ambitions. 
He leaves that to the "architectural historians". The author desires only to 
convince the young man or woman who would be an architect to restore with 
care and respect the products of past masters. 

To direct the work of "restoration" or renovation one must not only 
know what forms it shall take but be able to provide the "work of his hands" 
if called upon! 

"PROVE ALL THINGS, HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD." 
I Thess. 5 : 12 

The writer would remind the owner of a copy of this book that it is a 
working scrap book with no index since the apprentice soon will know where 
every item is in the volume, or should know. 

~den, Delaware 
September 18, 1977 

The real intent and meaning of what hath been done is, that every 
gentleman concerned in building may have the value of his money, and 
that every workman may have the worth of his labour. 

From The Carpenters' Company of the City of Philadelphia 1786 Rule Book 



The end sheets are reproduced from 1840 original oil cloth used as "wallpaper" in the author's 1740 home. 
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