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9iUsing this blown up survey of land, by St. Georges Creek,Jwhere the Town of North St.
; ro show, to some degree, how the town developed.
;ke line and not the bulk of water it seems to be.
1718, belonged to Abraham Kirbly and William Betteridge.
included the mill and mill house which probably wad incentive to begin
the town. The town developed on the Northeast side of this property.

jfThe Mill..House Property Southwest of Main Street also developed into lots
"adding to the town , as well as a row of lots to the South of Delaware Street.

in the area
Georges developed there will be and attempt

The creek belongs close to -The land at this time,
The land
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a N.C.Co. Land Survey B2 #23

Delaware State Archives
Hall of Records Dover |
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•This land on the Northeast side of the road
i|as granted to Jacob Young, in the year 1675,

d later in 1700 sold to John Cocks Thet
'and extended from the present Village of

Georges, to Dragon Creek,
today

over to theup
tskirts of what is known as Delav/are

ity, and back down along St. Georges Creek,oW the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal, to
t«® Village of St. Georges.

Land of John Cocks also went a short
distance to the West of St. Georges.
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a s a l o t o f i t s o w n a n d w i l l b e n o t e d l a t e r i n t h e b o o k .
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J o h n D a n i e l T o n y ' s w i l l
A r o u n d t h e y e a r 1 8 2 4 i t i s m e n t i o n e d

I

i M r . T o n e y w a s a p r o s p e r o u s m i l l w r i g h t a n d o w n e d o t h e r l a n d s i n t h e a r e a .
H e a n d h i s w i f e E l i z a b e t h o n l y s o l d o n e l o t o f f o f t h e m i l l p r o p e r t y a n d

T h i s l o t w i l l a l s o
1

t h a t w a s t o A n d r e w C a n n o n , a h a t t e r
b e n o t e d l a t e r i n t h e b o o k . o n M a y 1 7 , 1 7 4 3 .

J o h n D . T o n e y d i e d o n o r a b o u t A p r i l 6 F r o m h i s w i l l i t i s1 7 4 8 .J

s u r m i s e d h i s i n- l a w s b y t h e n a m e s o f J o h n , L e w i s , a n d T h o m a s R e e c e , s o n s
o f h i s w i f e ' s b r o t h e r J o h n R e e c e o f M i l l C r e e k H u n d r e d , M i l l w r i g h t s , t o o k
o v e r t h e o p e r a t i o n o f t h e m i l l . T h e c o m p l e t e m i l l p r o p e r t y w e n t t o h i s
d a u g h t e r E l i z a b e t h D u s h a n e , w i f e o f I s s'a c D u s h a n e . H e r p r o p e r t y h o l d i n g s
w e r e n o w r e f e r r e d t o o n d e e d s a s p r o p e r t y o f h e r h u s b a n d , I s a a c D u s h a n e
u n t i l h i s d e a t h i n e a r l y 1 7 9 0 . I s a a c w a s a c l o t h i e r a n d s o n o f V a l e n t i n e
D u s h a n e w h o o w n e d t h e F u l l i n g M i l l o n S c o t t ' s R u n s o u t h o f t h e S t . G e o r g e s
C r e e k
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E l i z a b e t h D u s h a n e d i e d n e a r t h e e n d o f J a n u a r y 1 7 9 2 ; a v e r y p r o s p e r o u s
l a d y . A f t e r a l l d e b t s a n d l e g a c i e s w e r e c a r r i e d o u t b y h e r e x e c u t o r s
J o h n R e e c e, M i l l w r i g h t, a n d S a m u e l E c c l e s ; t h e y w e r e t o s e l l a l l p e r s o n a l
a n d r e a l e s t a t e a t P u b l i c A u c t i o n.. S a l e . ( N . C . C o W i l l s- E l i z a b e t h D u s h a n e

D o v e r A r c h i v e s ) i1 7 9 2WI :4h i

1
A s u r v e y a n d d r a u g h t ( s e e p a g e 6 ) w a s d r a w n u p o n M a r c h 2 8 , 1 7 9 2 f o r
l a n d b e l o n g i n g t o t h e S t . G e o r g e s M i l l P r o p e r t y , l a t e t h e p r o p e r t y o f
E l i z a b e t h D u s h a n e . ( N . C f C C K L a n d R e c o r d s - H a l l O f R e c o r d s - D o v e r
D 3 #8 3 - - 1 7 9 2 ) C o m p a r e t h i s s u r v e y w i t h t h e s u r v e y o f 1 7 1 8 o n p a g e 2 _ .
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& %.m O n A p r i l 2 , 1 7 9 2
o f S t . G e o r g e s , b y E l i z a b e t h D u s h a n e ' s e x e c u t o r s f o r t h e M e s s u a g e a n d
G r i s t W a t e r M i l l p l u s w a t e r c o v e r e d p r o p e r t i e s i n h e r i t e d . ( N . C . C o . L a n d
R e c o r d R 3 # 4 9 D e e d - 1 7 9 2 D o v e r ) O n M a y 2 4 , 1 7 9 2 , b y d e e d , J o h n L a r o u x
c o n f i r m e d u n t o E n o c h T h o m a s , f a r m e r , t h e o n e -h a l f o f a c e r t a i n G r i s t M i l l
a n d p i e c e o r p a r c e l o f l a n d , m e a d o w , s w a m p a n d l a n d c o v e r e d w i t h w a t e r
s i t u a t e o n b o t h s i d e s o f S t . G e o r g e s C r e e k i n t h e h u n d r e d s o f R e d L y o n
a n d S t . G e o r g e s , 3 5 a c r e s . A l s o t h e o n e-h a l f o f a l l t h e l a n d c o v e r e d b y
t h e w a t e r s r a i s e d b y t h e M i l l D a m a c r o s s S t . G e o r g e s C r e e k s i t u a t e i n
b o t h a f o r e s a i d h u n d r e d s c o n t a i n i n g 5 0 0 a c r e s t o g e t h e r w i t h a l l t h e o n e -
h a l f b u i l d i n g s e t c . . ( N . C . C o . D e e d L a n d R e c o r d s D o v e r - L 3 # 5 4--1 7 9 2 )

f o r 9 3 5 l b s . a d e e d w a s g i v e n t o J o h n L a r o u x , a f a r m e r> >
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E x e m p t f r o m t h i s , w h i c h i s s h o w n o n t h e M a r c h 2 8 , 1 7 9 2 s u r v e y w a s a g r a v e
y a r d a n d c h u r c h i n S t . G e o r g e s H u n d r e d , t h e H o l l i n g s w o r t h L o t , ( f o r m e r l y
W m . H o l m e s ) a n d t h e h e i r s o f A b r a h a m V a n d e g r i f t L o t , ( f o r m e r l y A n d r e w
C a n n o n ) o n t h e w e s t s i d e o f t h e s t r e e t i n R e d L y o n H u n d r e d .
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N o d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e m i l l b u i l d i n g w a s f o u n d , b u t t h e m i l l w a s l o c a t e d
a t t h e w e s t e n d o f t h e m i l l d a m. N o t e t h e M i l l D a m R o a d a n d t h e m a i n
s t r e e t w e r e o f f c o u r s e . Y o u h a d t o v e e r o f f o f t h e m a i n s t r e e t a n d g o

4 d o w n a n d a r o u n d t h e m i l l h o u s e . A l s o n o t e t h e m i l l p r o p e r t y l i n e w e n t
;; a c r o s s t h e m a i n s t r e e t a n d s o u t h w a r d b y o t h e r p r o p e r t i e s . T h e r e w a s n o

D e l a w a r e S t r e e t a t t h i s t i m e . T h e s o u t h w a r d l i n e d i v i d e d t h e m i l l
p r o p e r t y f r o m t h e J o s e p h N e a l e p r o p e r t y l a t e r o w n e d b y M a g d a l e n e C o x

( S e e p a g e 7 4 )

I!

l o c a t e d b e l o w D e l a w a r e S t r e e t .i

J o h n L a r o u x w r o t e h i s w i l l o n D e c e m b e r 1 7
D e c e m b e r 2 9
c o n v e y a n c e u n t o E n o c h T h o m a s f o r a l l t h e r e m a i n i n g m o i e t y o r o n e -h a l f
p a r t o f t h e p r e m i s e s i n t h e M a y 2 4
f o r J . L a r o u x c o m p l i e d w i t h t h e w i l l a n d b y d e e d t r a n s f e r r e d t h e p r o p e r t y
t o E n o c h T h o m a s i n t h e y e a r 1 7 9 8 . N o m o n t h o r d a y w e r e s t a t e d .
( N . C .C o . D e e d L a n d R e c o r d s - D o v e r C 6 # 1 0 4 )

1 7 9 5 a n d d i e d o n o r a b o u t
H e h a d o r d e r e d h i s e x e c u t o r s t o m a k e a d e e d o f

)

1 7 9 7 .J

1 7 9 2 d e e d. W m . C a r p e n t e r e x e c u t o r

E n o c h T h o m a s k e p t t h e m i l l r u n n i n g , h i r i n g a m i l l w r i g h t ,

l i v e o n t h e m i l l p r o p e r t y . H e d i d n o t

D u r i n g h i s o w n e r s h i p , o n M a r c h 2 4 ,
5 s h i l l i n g s , g r a n t e d a l o t 6 0

1 8 0 4 , h e a n d h i s w i f e J a n e , f o r
f r o m t h e m i l l p r o p e r t y

V a n d e g r i f t p r o p e r t y , t o J o h n S u t t o n a n d A n t h o n y H i g g i n s f o r t h e u s e o f
a s c h o o l h o u s e a n d n o o t h e r p u r p o s e ,

i n t h e b o o k .

x 7 0 1 n e x t t o t h eI
J

T h i s l o t w i l l b e d i s c u s s e d l a t e r
( N . C .C o . D e e d D-3-3 8 5- - 1 8 0 4 D o v e r )

E n o c h T h o m a s m a d e h i s w i l l M a y 1 4 , 1 8 1 1 a n d d i e d o n o r n e a r M a y 3 0 , 1 8 1 1
l e a v i n g h i s e n t i r e e s t a t e t o h i s w i f e J a n e a n d b e l o v e d s o n N a t h a n T h o m a s
a g r e e a b l e t o t h e i n t e s t a t e l a w o f t h e S t a t e o f D e l a w a r e . ( W i l l a n d
P r o b a t e E n o c h T h o m a s

jpl

I
I H a l l o f R e c o r d s D o v e r ) N a t h a n w a s c o n s i d e r e d a

m i n o r a n d o r p h a n w h e n h i s f a t h e r d i e d i n 1 8 1 1 a n d J a c o b V a n d e g r i f t w a s
b y t h e c o u r t , t o b e h i s g u a r d i a n ,

p r o p e r t y m a d e t o t h e c o u r t o n N o v e m b e r 2 3
w i t h t h e G r i s t M i l l ,
c h o s e n T h e e v a l u a t i o n o f t h e m i l l

1 8 1 1 w a s 3 9 a r r a b l e a c r e s
f r a m e h o u s e , b r i c k k i t c h e n , s m a l l b r i c k s m o k e h o u s e

a n d c a r r i a g e h o u s e a l l i n b a d r e p a i r w a s $3 3 3 . 3 3.
w a s o c c u p i e d b y J e s s e D u s h a n e , a p r o b a b l e m i l l w r i g h t .
C o u r t K_1-4 6--1 8 1 1 D o v e r )
t o b e a d i v i s i o n o f l o t s o n t h e m i l l p r o p e r t y t o t h e w e s t o f M a i n S t r e e t .

J

« T h e p r o p e r t y i n 1 8 1 1
( N.C . C o . O r p h a n

T h e 1 8 1 1 r e c o r d s a l s o s h o w t h e r e i s b e g i n n i n g1
II

N a t h a n ' s m o t h e r , J a n e T h o m a s , d i e d a r o u n d M a r c h 7 , 1 8 1 6 .
N a t h a n T h o m a s d i e d i n t e s t a t e D e c e m b e r 1 0 , 1 8 2 2 l e a v i n g a w i f e M a r t h a a n d
o n e c h i l d , M a r g a r e t A n n T h o m a s . ( N .C . C o . O r p h a n C o u r t L - 2 2 8 - 2 2 9- 1 8 1 9 t o
1 8 2 4 , D o v e r A r c h i v e s )J

%BfciI [ ! _
M a r g a r e t A n n r e c e i v e d t h e m i l l p r o p e r t y , b u t b e i n g o f a m i n o r a g e
c o u r t a p p o i n t e d D a v i d N i v i n t o b e h e r g u a r d i a n . I n t h e y e a r 1 8 2 3 h e
m a d e a r e p o r t t o t h e N e w C a s t l e C o u n t y O r p h a n C o u r t t h a t t h e l o n g
e s t a b l i s h e d G r i s t a n d M e r c h a n t M i l l k n o w n b y t h e n a m e o f S t .G e o r g e s M i l l
h a d o n o r a b o u t F e b r u a r y 2 2 , 1 8 2 2 b e e n t h r o w n d o w n b y f l o o d w a t e r s o f a
v i o l e n t r a i n s t o r m a n d w a s i n a s t a t e o f d e l a p i d a t i o n a n d r u i n c a u s i n g
i n j u r y t o t h e r e a l e s t a t e o f s a i d M a r g a r e t A n n T h o m a s . B e c a u s e o f t h e
o r i g i n a l g r a n t i n 1 7 1 1 b y t h e p r o p r i e t o r s a f f e c t i n g t h e m i l l p o n d l a n d
b e k e p t i n r u n n i n g o r d e r a n d i f i t c e a s e d r u n n i n g f o r a s p a n o f t w o y e a r s
t h e s a i d w a t e r r i g h t s l a n d w o u l d b e f o r f e i t e d a n d r e v e r t t o t h e p r o -
p r i e t o r s o f t h e l a n d s . T h e m i l l w o u l d h a v e t o b e e r e c t e d o n o r b e f o r e
F e b r u a r y 2 2 , 1 8 2 4 t o b e o f v a l u e t o t h e e s t a t e.
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f r o m w o o d l a n d o w n e d i n t h e e s t a t e a n d w h e n
T h e c o u r t d i d

r e b u i l d t h e m i l l n e a r a n d

1: T i m b e r c o u l d b e t a k e n
„ c o m p l e t e d t h e m i l l w o u l d b r i n g a n d a n n u a l r e n t o f $6 0 0 .

o r d e r t h a t D a v i d N i v i n , g u a r d i a n o f t h e e s t a t e
! t o t h e p r e s e n t d a m a n d p o n d a s w i l l b e m o s t c o n v e n i e n t a n d b e n e f i c i a l t o

t h e s a i d m i n o r a n d a l l e x p e n s e s i n c i d e n t a l t o t h e r e b u i l d i n g n o t e x c e e d
t h e s u m o f $1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 , b u t n o t i n c l u d i n g t h e t i m b e r t o c o m e o f f o f t h e
l a t e N a t h a n T h o m a s l a n d .

J J

n

% T h e m i l l w a s r e b u i l t , b u t , n o t o n t h e s a m e l o c a t i o n , a s a l a t e r 1 8 2 6 d e e d
d r a w i n g s h o w s t h e m i l l t o b e l o c a t e d j u s t n o r t h e a s t o f t h e o l d s i t e
c e n t e r e d a c r o s s t h e m i l l d a m r o a d b e l o w C l i n t o n S t r e e t . ( N o w M a i n S t r e e t . )
C l i n t o n S t r e e t w a s 5 5 ' 2 " w i d e . T h e m i l l b u i l d i n g w a s 4 3 ' l o n g , a c r o s s
t h e f r o n t . T h e f l o w o f t h e m i l l r a c e w a s n o w c h a n g e d f r o m f l o w i n g d o w n
a l o n g t h e o l d N e a l e p r o p e r t y a s s e e n o n p a g e 7 4 t o f l o w i n g a c r o s s t h e
N e a l e p r o p e r t y n o w i n t h e N a t h a n T h o m a s e s t a t e t o a d i t c h t h a t e n t e r e d
i n t o t h e S t . G e o r g e s C r e e k a n d t h e n e w C h e s a p e a k e a n d D e l a w a r e C a n a l
i n p r o g r e s s . T r a f f i c s t i l l h a d t o v e e r o f f C l i n t o n S t r e e t t o g o p a s t t h e
m i l l b u i l d i n g a n d a c r o s s t h e m i l l d a m r o a d . T h e m i l l w a s o n l y a b o u t 5 0 t o
5 5 f e e t b e l o w , n o w , D e l a w a r e S t r e e t . W h e n G a r m a n s b u i l t t h e s t o r e h o u s e
o n t h e c o r n e r o f M a i n S t r e e t a n d D e l a w a r e S t r e e t i t w a s n o t o n t h e M i l l
P r o p e r t y b u t o n t h e N e a l e , C o x , P i p e r a n d T h o m a s d e e d p r o p e r t y a s w i l l b e
s h o w n l a t e r i n t h i s b o o k . A l s o n o t e o n t h e 1 8 6 8 B e e r s A t l a s o f D e l a w a r e

1 1 5 t h a t t h e m i l l s i t e l o c a t i o n h a d b e e n w i d e n e d t o 5 5 ' 2 " t o
T h e r o a d l e a d i n g o n d o w n t o t h e

c a n a l w a s o n l y 3 2 ' w i d e . T h e 3 2 ' w i d e s e c t i o n w a s o w n e d b y t h e C h e s a p e a k e
a n d D e l a w r e C a n a l C o . a n d c a m e u n d e r a l a w p a s s e d o n F e b r u a r y 1 0 . 1 8 5 1
b y t h e S t a t e o f D e l a w a r e t o k e e p i t i n r e p a i r .
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p a g e
e x t e n d " C l i n t o n S t r e e t o r M a i n S t r e e t ,

S I
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O n A p r i l 9 , 1 8 2 4 M a r t h a N . T h o m a s a n d D a v i d N i v i n a d m i n i s t r a t o r s f o r t h e
N a t h a n T h o m a s E s t a t e h a d a p p e a l e d t o t h e o r p h a n c o u r t t o s e l l s o m e o f t h e
e s t a t e i n o r d e r t o p a y d e b t s . ( N . C . C o . O r p . C r t . L -1 9 1 — 1 8 1 9
P e r m i s s i o n w a s g r a n t e d b y c o u r t t o s e l l s o m e o f t h e e s t a t e a t p u b l i c
a u c t i o n .

1 8 2 4 )I

A t p u b l i c a u c t i o n o n M a y 1 5 , 1 8 2 4 , i n t h e V i l l a g e o f S t .
G e o r g e s a t t h e . - h o u s e o f J o h n B a l l , I n n k e e p e r , 8 0 a c r e s w e r e s o l d f o r
$ 1 1 , 0 0 0 t o J a m e s C . F i s h e r , b e i n g h i g h e s t b i d d e r . H e b o u g h t t h e l a n d f o r
T h e C h e s a p e a k e a n d D e l a w a r e C a n a l C o m p a n y . A s u r v e y o f t h e p r o p e r t y h a d
b e e n m a d e o n A p r i l 6 , 1 8 2 4 b y B e n j a m i n W r i g h t , E n g i n e e r , f o r t h e c a n a l
c o m p a n y . T h e p r o p e r t y b o u g h t b y t h e c a n a l c o m p a n y w e n t a c r o s s t h e m i l l
d a m a t t h e h a l f w a y p o i n t a n d t o o k i n t h e m i l l p o n d g o i n g o v e r i n t o S t .
G e o r g e s H u n d r e d n e a r t h e h i g h l a n d b y t h e s a w m i l l . T h e g r i s t m i l l a n d '

h o u s e p r o p e r t y w e r e n o t i n t h e 8 0 a c r e s . ( N . C . C o . O r p . C r t . L - 3 2 9 1 8 2 4
N . C . C o . D e e d B- 4- 1 5 6--1 8 2 4
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D o v e r A r c h i v e s )
» A c c o r d i n g t o p l a n s s u b m i t t e d b y B e n j a m i n W r i g h t a n d o t h e r e n g i n e e r s t h e

c a n a l w o u l d c u t t h r o u g h S t . G e o r g e s M e a d o w s t o S t . G e o r g e s M i l l D a m
t h e r e t o b e l i f t e d b y a l o c k o f 8 f e e t , t h e n t h r o u g h S t . G e o r g e s M i l l D a m

A d o p t e d J a n u a r y 2 6 , 1 8 2 4 ( D e l a . H i s t o r y - R a l p h D . G R a y
C h e s . & D e l a . C a n a l V o l . 8 - 1 9 5 8-5 9 p g . 3 9 2
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D o v e r A r c h i v e s )- ?i fi ftit
D a v i d N i v i n A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f t h e T h o m a s E s t a t e d i e d a r o u n d A p r i l 1 8 2 4 .
H e w a s t h e f a t h e r o f M a r t h a N . T h o m a s , a l s o a n d a d m i n i s t r a t o r , a n d t h e
g u a r d i a n o f h i s g r a n d - d a u g h t e r M a r g a r e t A n n T h o m a s ,
f o r D a v i d N i v i n , n o w b e c a m e M a r g a r e t ' s g u a r d i a n a n d a d m i n i s t r a t o r
M a r t h a t o s e t t l e t h e e s t a t e .

a n e w a d m i n i s t r a t o r w a s t a k i n g o v e r t h e e s t a t e , t h e o r p h a n c o u r t
o r d e r e d a n e w e v a l u a t i o n b e m a d e o f t h e l a n d s a n o p r e m i s e s o f M a r q a r e t« n n T h o m a s m i n o r o r p h a n c h i l d o f l a t e N a t h a n T h o m a s . A r e p o r t w a s m a d eo n A u g u s t 2 , 1 8 2 4 a n d r e c o r d e d i n c o u r t o n A u g u s t 2 6

I 1 Iff -f, : '< - ? ? i if1 . | f -

»
J o h n N i v i n , e x e c u t o r

w i t h)«
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p r e s e n t e d f o r r e b u i l d i n g t h e m i l l w h i c h h a d b e e n d e s t r o y e d i n 1 8 2 2 a n d
a p p r o v e d b y t h e c o u r t i n 1 8 2 3 t o r e b u i l d. B i l l s p r e s e n t e d t o D a v i d N i v i n

u -' ~ d'n c ^ ”v o n A p r i l 1 7 , 1 8 2 4 . F r o m
1 8 2 4 b i l l s p r e s e n t e d t o t h e n e w a d m i n i s t r a t o r

b e f o r e h i s d e a t h a m o u n t e d t o $9 5 6 . 3 3 ?
A p r i l 1 7
a m o u n t e d t o $ 8 3 1 ,9 8i . T h e c o s t t o r e b u i l d t h e m i l l d i d e x c e e d t h e
$ 1 0 0 0 l i m i t s e t b y t h e c o u r t . ( A p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e b i l l s e x a m i n e d b y
t h e c o u r t f o r r e b u i l d i n g t h e m i l l w i l l b e a t t h e e n d o f t h i s a r t i c l e )

1 8 2 4 t o A u g u s t 2 0 77

I
IS

T h e t h r e e s u b s c r i b e r s r e p o r t i n g t o t h e c o u r t o n t h e e s t a t e w e r e G e o r g e
C l a r k , P h i l i p R e y b o l d , a n d R o b e r t O c h e l t r e e . T h e w o r k o f r e b u i l d i n g t h e
m i l l w a s i n v a i n . T h e i r r e p o r t s t a t e d - I t e m 9 - O n e l a r g e f r a m e b u i l d i n g
i n t h e V i l l a g e o f S t . G e o r g e s i n t e n d e d f o r a G r i s t W a t e r M i l l n o w i n a
s t a t e o f d e l a p i d a t i o n i n c o n s e q u e n c e o f t h e b r e a k i n g o f t h e i r d a m l a s t
S p r i n g ( 1 8 2 4 ) a s t i s p r o b a b l e t h a t t h e c a n a l w i l l t a k e t h e w a t e r a n d t h e
b u i l d i n g c o u l d n o t o p e r a t e a s a M i l l - W e w o u l d r e c o m m e n d t h a t i t s h o u l d
b e c o n v e r t e d i n t o a w a r e h o u s e o r m a d e t e n a n t a b l e , s o m e r e p a i r s s h o u l d b e
d o n e s o o n a s t h e f r a m e i s n o w i n j u r i n g. W e f i n d i n R e d L i o n H u n d r e d
t w e l v e ( 1 2 ) a c r e s o f w o o d l a n d w h i c h h a s h e r e t o f o r e b e e n c o n s i d e r e d p a r t
o f t h e m i l l p r o p e r t y , i t s h o u l d n o t b e c l e a r e d . ( N . C .C o . G r p . C r t . B k . L
1 8 1 9 - 1 8 2 4 - 8-2 6 - 1 8 2 4 D o v e r A r c h i v e s )

i

71Hi

i T h e S t . G e o r g e s M i l l w a s d e s t r o y e d b u t t h e e x a c t d a t e i s n o t k n o w n , b u t
p r o b a b l e b e f o r e t h e y e a r 1 8 3 5 .
O n N o v e m b e r 1 4 , 1 8 2 6 M a r t h a N i v i n T h o m a s , m o t h e r o f M a r g a r e t A n n T h o m a s
a n d f o r m e r w i f e o f N a t h a n T h o m a s m a r r i e d S a m u e l W o o d l a n d . H e p r o c e e d e d t o
c l a i m d o w e r s r i g h t s o f o n e e q u a l t h i r d p a r t o f h e r f o r m e r h u s b a n d ' s e s t a t e .
B y t h e y e a r 1 8 2 8 s h e w a s a w a r d e d h e r l i f e t i m e d o w e r s r i g h t s h a r e . S h e d i d
n o t r e c e i v e a n y o f t h e a c t u a l m i l l p r o p e r t y . I t b e l o n g e d t o M a r g a r e t A n n .
( N . C .C o . O r p . C r t . N

7

1 8 3 1 D o v e r A r c h i v e s )1 8 2 8p g • 4 4

B y t h i s t i m e h e r d a u g h t e rM a r t h a T h o m a s W o o d l a n d d i e d o n J a n u a r y 5
M a r g a r e t A n n T h o m a s h a d m a r r i e d J o h n O s b o r n e .

1 8 4 4.7

I t w a s M a r g a r e t a n d J o h n O s b o r n e , p l u s W m . J. H U r l o c k a n d D a v i d N i v i n
w e r e g i v e n P o w e r o f A t t o r n e y b y t h e O s b o r n e ' s i n S e p t . 1 8 5 7
M i l l a n d n e i g h b o r i n g p r o p e r t i e s l o c a t e d t o t h e W e s t o f M a i n S t r e e t a n d
S o u t h o f D e l a w a r e S t r e e t f e a t u r e d i n t h i s b o o k .
1 8 5 7

w h o
t h a t s o l d t h e

7

7

( N. C . C o . D e e d L - 7 - 1 6 5 -
D o v e r A r c h i v e s )

N o a c t u a l s u r v e y w a s e v e r f o u n d m a k i n g a d i v i s i o n o f t h e m i l l b u i l d i n g
f r o m t h e 3 7 a c r e m i l l p r o p e r t y .
A d i v i s i o n w a s m a d e
s o m e o f t h e l a n d n e a r t h e m i l l
O s b o r n e .

a d e e d i n 1 8 7 2 s h o w s W m. J . H u r l o c k p u r c h a s e d
o n M a y 1 7 , 1 8 5 3 f r o m M a r g a r e t a n d J o h n

N o r e c o r d e d d e e d w a s f o u n d.
R o b e r t M . L e w i s a n d w i f e M a r t h a
J o h n K .

W i l l i a m P l a t t a n d w i f e M a r a F . a n d7 7

K a n e a n d w i f e J a n e D . L . o w n e d t h e a c t u a l l a n d w h e r e t h e m i l l
s t o o d b e f o r e J a n u a r y 6 , 1 8 3 5 . T h e 1 8 7 2 d e e d s t a t e s W m . J . H u r l o c k
b o u g h t a p a r t o f t h i s l o t f r o m t h e p r e v i o u s m e n t i o n e d p e o p l e o n t h a t
d a t e . N o d e e d c a n b e f o u n d w h e n t h e y a c t u a l l y b o u g h t t h e p r o p e r t y b u t
p r o b a b l e b e t w e e n 1 8 3 1 :|anci 4)835 . ' T h e r e w e r e 2 3 p e r c h e s o f t h e . l a n d i f t e j f t
a f t e r . H u r l o c k m a d e h i s p u r c h s e a n d i t ' s v e r y p r o b a b l e h e h a d b o u g h t t h e
e n d s e c t i o n c o n t a i n i n g t h e m i l l b u i l d i n g a n d l a t e r u s e d t h e t i m b e r t o
b u i l d a h o m e o n h i s l o t n e a r t h e m i l l s i t e . ( N . C . C O . D e e d X - 9 - 3 3 2 -
A u g u s t 2 1 , 1 8 7 2 D o v e r A r c h i v e s )
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presented for rebuilding the mill which had been destroyed in 1822 and
approved by the court in 1823 to rebuild. Bills presented to David Nivin
before his death amounted to $956.33i on April 17 , 1824. From
April 17, 1824 to August 20, 1824 bills presented to the new administrator
amounted to $831 ,98i . The cost to rebuild the mill did exceed the
$1000 limit set by the court. (A presentation of the bills examined by
the court for rebuilding the mill will be at the end of this article)

•in

'

m
W'S
.ift

The three subscribers reporting to the court on the estate were George
Clark , Philip Reybold , and Robert Ocheltree. The work of rebuilding the
mill was in vain. Their report stated - Item 9 - One large frame building
in the Village of St. Georges intended for a Grist Water Mill now in a
state of delapidation in consequence of the breaking of their dam last
Spring (1824) as tis probable that the canal will take the water and the
building could not operate as a Mill - We would recommend that it should
be converted into a warehouse or made tenantable , some repairs should be
done soon as the frame is now injuring. We find in Red Lion Hundred
twelve (12) acres of woodland which has heretofore been considered part
of the mill property , it should not be cleared. (N.C.Co. Orp. Crt. Bk. L
1819 - 1824 - 8-26-1824 Dover Archives)

ill
m

§t 7

m.

31
aa

The St. Georges Mill was destroyed but the exact date is not known
probable before the year 1835.

butn 7

fa
On November 14 , 1826 Martha Nivin Thomas, mother of Margaret Ann Thomas
and former wife of Nathan Thomas married Samuel Woodland. He proceeded to
claim dowers rights of one equal third part of her former husband ' s estate.
By the year 1828 she was awarded her lifetime dowers right share. She did
not receive any of the actual mill property. It belonged to Margaret Ann.
(N.C.Co. Orp. Crt. N

7a

m
1831 Dover Archives)pg. 44 1828I

g

Martha Thomas Woodland died on January 5
Margaret Ann Thomas had married John Osborne.

By this time her daughter1844.>

It was Margaret and John Osborne , plus Wm. J. HUrlock and David Nivin , who
were given Power of Attorney by the Osborne's in Sept. 1857, that sold the
Mill and neighboring properties located to the West of Main Street and
South of Delaware Street featured in this book. (N.C.Co. Deed L-7-165-
1857 Dover Archives)

V
i

I
IS No actual survey was ever found making a division of the mill building

from the 37 acre mill property.
:

A division was made
some of the land near the mill
Osborne.

a deed in 1872 shows Wm. J. Hurlock purchased
on May 17 , 1853 from Margaret and John

No recorded deed was found.

0

Robert M. Lewis and wife Martha , William Platt and wife Mara F. , and
John K. Kane and wife Jane D. L. owned the actual land where the mill
stood before January 6 , 1835. The 1872 deed states Wm. J . Hurlock
bought a part of this lot from the previous mentioned people on that
date. No deed can be found when they actually bought the property but
probable between 1831 and 1835. There were 23 perches of the land left
after . Hurlock made his purchse and it's very probable ne rad bought the
end section containing the mill building and later used the timber to

(N.C.CO. Deed X-9-332 -

7

I
build a home on his lot near the mill site.
August 21 , 18 /2 Dover Archives)
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T h e 2 3 p e r c h e s o f l a n d l e f t w e r e s o l d f o r $ 5 0 0 t o t h e C h e s a p e a k e a n d
D e l a w a r e C o m p a n y b y a W a r r a n t e e D e e d f r o m W m . J . H u r l o c k a n d w i f e C a r o l i n e
t o L e w i s , P l a t t , a n d K a n e o n N o v e m b e r 2 0 , 1 8 5 0 . T h e c a n a l c o m p a n y w a s
p l a n n i n g t o b u i l d n e w l o c k s f o r t h e c a n a l a n d w a n t e d t h e p r o p e r t y . T h e r e

n o m e n t i o n o f a b u i l d i n g i n t h e d e e d . ( N . C .C o . D e e d E- 6 - 4 5 9 - - 1 8 5 0

••1

w
i§ k

w a s
D o v e r A r c h i v e s )

T h e l a s t r e f e r e n c e f o u n d o n t h e m i l l p r o p e r t y w a s i n t h e L a w s o f t h e
S t a t e o f D e l a w a r e

1 8 5 1 . p a g e 4 8 1 - C h a p t e r C C C C L x x x v I I I
A n a c t r e q u i r i n g a n d c o m p e l l i n g t h e C h e s a p e a k e a n d

D e l a w a r e C a n a l C o . t o k e e p i n r e p a i r t h e r o a d k n o w n a s t h e S t . G e o r g e s
M i l l D a m i n N e w C a s t l e C o u n t y . W h e r e a s t h e C & D C a n a l C o . f e a r i n g a
b r e a c h i n t h e i r t o w p a t h a b o v e t h e S t . G e o r g e s D a m , a p p l i e d t o t h e L e v y
C o u r t o f N e w C a s t l'e C o . t o p e r m i t t h e m t o r a i s e t h e d a m u p o n a n e q u a l
h e i g h t w i t h t h e i r t o w p a t h , a n d t o p u t g o o d a n d s u b s t a n t i a l f e n c e s u p o n
e a c h s i d e o f s a i d d a m a n d w h e r e a s t h e s a i d c o m p a n y h a v e c o n s t r u c t e d
s a i d r o a d . T h e r e f o r e S e c t i o n 1 - B e i t e n a c t e d b y t h e S e n a t e a n d H o u s e
o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e S t a t e o f D e l a w a r e i n G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y m e t
t h a t t h e P r e s i d e n t , D i r e c t o r s a n d C o m p a n y o f t h e a f o r e s a i d C h e s . & C a n a l
C o . b e a n d t h e y a r e h e r e b y r e q u i r e d a n d c o m p e l l e d h e n c e f o r t h t o k e e p i n
r e p a i r t h e s a i d r o a d k n o w n a s t h e S t . G e o r g e s M i l l D a m , a n d a t n o t i m e
s u f f e r i t t o b e r e d u c e d u n d e r 3 2 f o o t i n w i d t h , b e t w e e n t h e f e n c e s , a n d
k e e p a t a l l t i m e s e a c h s i d e o f t h e r o a d a g o o d a n d s u b s t a n t i a l f e n c e .

P a s s e d a t D o v e r
F e b r u a r y 1 0 5

*aS l f

1

n

) /

1m

«
%I

m
T h e e r a o f t h e m i l l a n d d a m h a d e n d e d.m ~ • ::

it
I t i s n o w k n o w n t h e o r i g i n a l m i l l b u i l t i n 1 7 1 1 - 1 7 1 2 w a s d e s t r o y e d b y
f l o o d a n d t h e s e c o n d m i l l b u i l t i n 1 8 2 3

i
8ft

1 8 2 4 a l s o s u f f e r e d f l o o d d a m a g e
i n 1 8 2 4 a s t h e d a m g a v e w a y l e a v i n g i t i n a s t a t e o f d e l a p i d a t i o n . N o
e v i d e n c e w a s f o u n d t o s h o w t h e b u i l d i n g o p e r a t e d a g a i n a s a g r i s t m i l l .
T h e M i l l H o u s e w a s l e f t o u t o f t h e m e t e s a n d b o u n d s e n c o m p a s s i n g t h e t o w n
o f S t . G e o r g e s . T h e l i n e f o r t h e t o w n b e g a n a t t h e s o u t h w e s t c o r n e r o f
t h e M i l l D a m , t h e n c e b y t h e f r o n t O f t h e s a i d M i l l H o u s e N 5 6° E 4 5 f e e t
b y t h e e d g e o f ' t h e M a r s h e t c . . T h e l i n e d i d n o t g o a c r o s s t h e b a c k o f
t h e m i l l h o u s e w h i c h w o u l d h a v e i n c l u d e d i t i n t h e c h a r t e r p e r i m i t e r .
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1 1

The Estate of Margaret Ann Thomas
Orphan child of Nathan , deceased

David Nivin Guardian

a minor
to

i These are the names of people involved in building the new mill.
Ti

$ 198.91 i- Amount of bill for provisions
- Isaac Price's bill

etc. herewith1 ?

1.42*1 .73
2

3.15?3 »1I!M

John Sutton & Sons bill
D. Eastburn for lime

.55
35.00
57.75
10.00
94.99
2.82

100.00
6.043/4

369.10
3.78^3.62?

18.043/4
14.77i
5.40

13.68
1 .82
1 .25
6.00
1 .25
2.25

5
- Samuel Spear .Stone Mason
- Jeremiah Williams - Labourer Per Receipt
- Henry Batten - Drawing logs

9+ - Stephen Wills - Bill designating Mill Seat
10

s billf6W
7js

8

Guier - hauling stone - in part - per receipt
Smith Work

H.
William Batten1 1

I, John Evans & John Kerr 's
John Kerr
John Sutton & Sons Bill

15 - Sam '1 Ringold
Charles Hart
Thomas Shearwood
David Clarkson -
Absolom Lockwood
Abraham Kinslow
Charles Butter -
Williams Williams Labourer

- CarpentersIt 1 2
Provisions

114
Labourer's Bill

Labourer -
- Labourer
Labourer
- Labourer
Labourer

Labourer

17
18
19
20
' 2 1
22
23 - Benjamin Chew - Labourer
24 - Benjamin Jacobs - Labourer
25 - Eli Irons - Labourer

.50
4.00

$ 956.33?
i.
26 - Robert P. Crosby

127 - Hezekiah Quier - a balance due him
28 - Heckerick Neberkoff .50

These last three item #26 27- 28 are left open for John Nivin
the Administrator of David Nivin to settle them with Crosby & Guier

; respectively - they not being at this time properly adjustec and
ascertained. 17 April 1824 - This account to the Amount of $956.33? cents
is this day allowed by Court.
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9+ - correction Stephen Willis
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1 2

T h e E s t a t e o f M a r g a r e t A n n T h o m a s a m i n o r
o r p h a n d a u g h t e r o f N a t h a n W . T h o m a s
d e c e a s e d t o J o h n N i v i n

'1
G u a r d i a n

- T o a m o u n t o f m y o w n b i l l - P r o v i s i o n s & E x p e n s e s
-J o h n H e d r i c k ' s

H . G u i e r b i l l

$ 7 8 . 7 6
2 6 . 0 0

5 . 5 0
1 . 21\
4 . 5 0
1 . 9 0
2 . 0 5
9 . 9 5

5 2 . 0 0
2 . 5 0

1 3 . 5 0
3 . 0 6

3 0 . 0 0
2 6 . 9 5 ?

5 . 5 0
5 5 . 5 0
1 3 . 0 0

7 . 2 9 3 / 4
2 9 3 . 8 7 ?

3 3 . 2 5
3 9 . 7 2

7 . 0 0
1 . 5 3i
6 . 4 8

1
W h i t e P i n e B o a r d s2

f o r d r a w i n g W h i t e P i n e B o a r d s
- B e n j a m i n W h i t e m a n ' s b i l l o f n a i l s
- I s a a c P r i c e & C o .

3
4

M5
6 - J o s e p h G r u b b s

- E . T h o m a s & C o . B i l l f o r 2 B a s e s f o r W a t e r W h e e l
- E . T h o m a s & C o . B i l l f o r C o u n t e r G u d g e o n s & B a s e s
- J o h n H e d r i c k "s - P i n e B o a r d s

1 0 - S a m u e l S p e a r s - f o r M a s o n W o r k
1 1 - W i l l i a m C o o c h ' s B i l l f o r C o g s a n d R o u n d s
1 2 - B e n j a m i n W h i t m a n ' s B i l l o f B r a d s , L e a d e t c .
1 3 - J. & A . R i t t e r s B i l l f o r B o l t i n g C l o t h
1 4 - J e r e m i a h W i l l i a m s B i l l - L a b o u r e r
1 5 - J o h n D . V a u g h n - B i l l f o r M a c k e r e l
1 6 - J o h n H e d r i c k ' s B i l l f o r S h i n g l e s
1 7 - H. G u i e r f o r h a u l i n g t o S t . G e o r g e s
1 8 - J o h n E v a n s f o r s e a s o n e d P l a n k
1 9 - B e n j a m i n B o w i n M i l l w r i g h t B i l l
2 0 - A z a r i a h F o s t e r D r e s s i n g M i l l I r o n s
2 1 - W i l l i a m B a t t e n S m i t h W o r k
2 2 - W i l l i a m T . H e r l o c k f o r D r a w i n g e t c .
2 3 - J o h n K e r r P r o v i s i o n s e t c .
2 4 - S a r a h L e e C o o k
2 5 - D a v i d C l a r k s t o n L a b o u r e r
2 6 - C h a r l e s H a r t L a b o u r e r
2 7 - S y r u s W i l l i a m s L a b o u r e r
2 8 - W i l l i a m L e e L a b o u r e r
2 9 - J e s s e F r e e m a n L a b o u r e r
3 0 - S t e p h e n L a w l e s s L a b o u r e r
3 1 - T o b i a s D e a t i n g L a b o u r e r
3 2 - N i c h o l a s F r i s b y L a b o u r e r
3 3 - J o h n J o h n s o n
3 4 - A b s o l a m L o c k w o o d L a b o u r e r
3 5 - A b r a h a m K i n s l o w L a b o u r e r
3 6 - E l i I r o n s L a b o r e r
3 7 - S a m u e l R i n g o l d L a b o u r e r

II II t t

7
8
9

. 9 6
1 . 1 5i. 3 7 *. 3 7 *1 . 3 1i. 5 6i
3 . 1 9
. 5 0

6 . 5 0
1 . 5 0
1 .12*3 . 0 0

2 0 . 0 0
$ 7 6 1 . 6 6 * I

$ 2 6 . 0 7
$ 4 4 . 2 5

3 8 - J o h n S u t t o n & S o n s
3 9 - J o h n S u t t o n & S o n s $ 7 0 . 3 2

A p r i l 1 7 , 1 8 2 4 - T h e w i t h i n b i l l f r o m N o . 1 t o N o . 3 9
i n c l u s i v e a r e a l l o w e d e x c e p t i n g N u m b e r s 1 9 , 2 0 , 2 1 , 2 2

a n d 3 9 w h i c h a r e l e f t o p e n f o r M r . N i v i n t o o b t a i n
]P 0 Q 0 j p -j2 S
T h i s d a y 2 0 t h A u g u s t 1 8 2 4 - T h e i t e m s N o . 1 9 , 2 0 , 2 1 , 2 2 ,

a n d 3 9 a r e a l l o w e d b y t h e C o u r t b e i n g f i r s t i n s p e c t e d
a n d e x a m i n e d .

7 7

3 8 7

)

3 8 7

4
A T T E S T : M a t t h e w K e a n -c l e r k o f C o u r t

Am*Lsffcfe*1
O r p h a n C o u r t N e w C a s t l e C o . 8-2 0- 1 8 2 4
P a g e 3 3 1-3 3 2-3 3 3 H a l l o f R e c o r d s D o v e r . D e l
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H U R L O C K H O U S E

?B5fr
tR’STTPT*

P i c t u r e 1 9 9 2 B u i l t C i r c a 1 8 5 3

T h i s l o t c o n t a i n e d a p a r t o f t h e m i l l b u i l d i n g a r e a a n d i s n o w t h e h o m e
a n d p r o p e r t y o f M a r v i n a n d S a n d r a B i l l i p s .
T h e l o t w a s f o r m e d i n t w o p a r t s . M r . W i l l a i r n H u r l o c k c l a i m s h e b o u g h t
a p a r t o f t h e l o t o n M a y 1 7 , 1 8 5 3 f r o m J o h n a n d M a r g a r e t T h o m a s O s b o r n e
a n d t h e o t h e r p a r t o f t h e l o t f r o m R o b e r t M . L e w i s a n d w i f e M a r t h a ,
W i l l i a m P l a t t a n d w i f e M a r i a F . a n d J o h n K a n e a n d w i f e J a n e o n J a n . 6 1 8 3 5 .
T h e r e a r e n o r e c o r d e d d e e d s f o r t h e s e t r a n s a c t i o n s . N o d e e d w a s f o u n d
r e c o r d e d t o L e w i s , P l a t t a n d K a n e r e c e i v i n g t h e l a n d f r o m M a r t h a o r
M a r g a r e t T h o m a s o r t h e a d m i n i s t r a t o r s o f t h e N a t h a n T h o m a s E s t a t e ;
D a v i d o r J o h n N i v i n , o u t a d e e d t e l l s o f L e w i s , P l a t t a n d K a n e h a v i n g

( N . C . C o . D e e d X - 9 - 3 3 2 - - 8 - 2 1 - 1 8 7 2
)

t h e l a n d w h e r e t h e M i l l H o u s e s t o o d .
E - 6- A 5 9 -- 1 1 - 2 0 - 1 8 5 0 )>Tr >

L e w i s P l a t t & K a n e o w n e d f a r m l a n d i n S t . G e o r g e s H u n d r e d n e a r i t o
a n d s o u t h e a s t o f S c o t t s R u n .

b u t i t ' s e v i d e n t t h e y m a d e n o i m p r o v e m e n t s
H u r l o c k a n d l a t e r b e a p a r t y

b e i n g 2 3 p e r c h e s , t o t h e C h e s a p e a k e a n d

I 1.
T h e i r i n t e r e s t i n t h eS t G e o r g e s C r e e k

M i l l H o u s e l a n d i s n o t k n o w n ,
t o t h e p r o p e r t y e x c e p t t o s e l l a p a r t t o M r .
t o s e l l t h e r e s t o f t h e l a n d
D e l a w a r e C a n a l .

A.

>
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IWm. J. Hurlock had bought land adjoining to the St. Georges Mill Pond

and St. Georges Creek as early as May 4, 1819. (N.C.Co. Deed W-3-33--1819)
is understandable why he bought the mill and lot as it joined his

He may have used the mill building for storage since it was
located close to his farm.
and Delaware Canal Co. took the adjoining 23 perches of land in 1830 and
he buying the adjoining lot in 1853, from the Osborne's
mill using some of the timbers to build the house on the Billips Lot.

fIt i

»property.
iIt's also very probable after the Chesapeake

tore down the

A part of the lot transformed into the main street which was 55 foot wide
and connected to the old mill dam road which went over the canal lock.

The 1868 Beers Atlas page 1 1 5
the lot. It's possible it was also built of the mill timbers. On
August 21 , 1872 Wm. J. Hurlock and wife Caroline sold the lot for $1 ,300.
to Henry Straub. The deed only mentions a house erected on the herein
described lot , but no mention of a wheelwright or blacksmith shop. It
is not known what happened to the shop. The lot contained 6 , 105 sq . feet.
The lot was not exactly rectangular as a 2foot 2 inch alleyway went
26 feet down the side of the house between this house and the old David
Ware tenant house next door. When the cement block building was built in
1921 it encroached onto this alley taking away the 2' 2" walkway alley
belonging to Mr. Straub. (N.C.Co. Deed X-9-332--1872- Dover)

shows a house and wheelwright shop on

!

i
i

|
#
iHenry Straub was a Butcher and rented David Ware's tenant house next door

for his butcher shop business. He resided in his home with his second
wife , Mary Caroline , moving from the town of Odessa , Delaware. Henry W .
Straub was German. His first wife was Rachel Annie Beach.

i

Jf

After the death of Henry , his wif.e, Caroline moved to New Castle , Delaware
and on October 1 , 1947 she and other family members , for $10.00, sold the
property to Joseph and Ruby Bigelow. He was a Barber. (N.C.Co. Deed--s - 47 - 564 --1947 - Dover)

Joseph Bigelow sold the property to
September 7, 1962. They

204 --1962 Wilm. Recorder

7.After the death of his wife in 1961
Robert D. Morrow and wife Marjorie A. on
resided on the property. (N.C.Co. Deed A
of Deeds Office)

J

70

The Morrow's sold the property in the early 1970's to Earl Marvin and
Sandra Louise Billips. They reside on the property. ( N.C.Co. Recorder
of Deeds Office 4-22-9991-- 1165-160- 1991)

-Nft
There are no early pictures of thejhouse. The frame house built circa -
1853 has its original lines. The siding is wide wooden weather boards
rough-cut by a sawmill. Clues show the original kitchen to have been
in the basement. Some of the windows have been refitted but there are
a couple of the old wood frame glass sash type in the front of the house.
The roof hatch has been removed as well as the wooden shingle roof.

»» The roof* now contains asphalt shingles ,

the side main entrance.
trees adding to the charm the little house presents ;
Old Mill Lana with the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal flowing by in the
backgrouno.

.1

i

1r\
fh
IA porch was added to accommodate

The property is landscaped with flowers and
situated by the
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Year 1992 - Looking north on Main Street with the Billips
house on the left. Just below his house , centered in the middle
of the street , was the location of the rebuilt second Millhouse.
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Side and rearview view of Billips House.SummerYear 2000 f
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DELAWARE TRUST BUILDING

Research on the mill property shows that the land on which the cement
block building was erected had' been a part of the brick hotel property
later known as "Steamboat Hotel" featured in Book #2 by Gladys Lester.

The property bordered the mill dam and grist mill and by John Gill. A
corner of John Gill's property was across the street ,

tanyard on the property owned by Floren Sorency that went down behind
the brick hotel.

There was a

A William Holmes had acquired the property ,

this transaction , -.but , he sold the property to John Goforth in the year
1725.
(N.C.Co. Deed

No deed is recorded on

The deed tells of a tenament and two water lots by the mill dam .
g-1-535-- 8-12-1725 Dover)

John Goforth sold the property toJacob Van Bebber. He died and the heirs
sold the property to Jacob Gooding. He died and his heirs sold the
property to Daniel Britt. Upon his death his wife , Susannah
property to Michael Dushane in 1766.
Dover Archives)
Anthony Dushane (N.C.Co. Orp. Crt.
the property to Henry Hollingsworth in 1779
Dover)
to John Sutton , John Sutton , Jr. , Margaret Ann Sutton
Harrison Ware and wife Amelia , then to James H.

sold the
(N.C.Co. Deed X- 1 -655--10-21 -1766

Michael Dushane died and the property went to a son
Dushane sold

7

F — 1 — 1778 pg. 92 Dover)
(N.C.Co. Deed D-2-276-1779

Hollingsworth sold the property to Solomon Maxwell. It went on
William

S. Gam in the year 1897.
A frame barn had been mentioned on the deeds along with the brick house
but later deeds tell of Ware's tenant house on the lot.

David Ware 77

7

After David Ware
bought the lot on 3-25-1861 and before 1868 a frame house was built on
the lot where the cement block building now stands. A two foot two inch
alley walkway divided the properties. The frame tenant house was rented
by Henry Straub , a butcher , who used it as a meat market. ( No pictures
are available of the meat market.)

James H.S. Gam on January 6,1897 bought the property from Amelia Ware
and sons. (N.C.CO. Deed f-17-550--1897 Dover)

James Gam sold the property on December 15, 1920 to Claude N. Lester.
N.C.Co. Deed L-30-72--1920 Dover) It was Mr. Lester who made this lot
separate from the "Steamboat Hotel". An alleyway was put in separating
the properties but giving access to properties on both sides of the alley .
The old tenant house used for the meat market was torn down.

In the year 1921 Mr. Lester built the cement block building
lot , and extended the building to cover the 26" walkway alley belonging
to the Hurlock House Property. He had planned a basement and one story

the work progressed went on up to two stories ,

hand and poured into molds , making one block at a time
allowed to harden a couple of days formed the structure ,

made the blocks
named Harvey who was
..-. I T , . , ,

now on the7

'! Vi

but as Cement mixed by
on location , and7 7

:

Elmer Staats
Mr Lester and a colored manMr. James Roberts, Sr.

a farmhand for Mr.
small section on the first floor was partioned off for the Delaware TRust
Co.. The building was finished by July 1921 and a lease signed by the
trust company August 17, 1921. The building was named for the bank .

t7•
built the building. ALester ,
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T h e b a n k h e l d o f f i c e h e r e u n t i l A p r i l 3 0 , 1 9 2 7 . T h e r e s t o f t h e f i r s t
f l o o r w a s a s t o r e s e l l i n g e v e r y t h i n g f r o m c a n d y , i c e c r e a m
s o d a s , t o g a s o l i n e , o i l a n d t i r e s .
u s e d f o r e n t e r t a i n m e n t , s c h o o l c l a s s e s , a n d m e e t i n g s ,

e n t e r t a i n m e n t b e i n g d a n c i n g a n d m o v i e s h o w s .

c i g a r e t t e s ,
T h e s e c o n d f l o o r o f t h e b u i l d i n g w a s

T w o f o r m s o f

M r . C l a u d e L e s t e r w a s b u y i n g a p a r t n e r s h i p i n t o t h e S t . G e o r g e s C a n n i n g
C o m p a n y . T h e S t . G e o r g e s C a n n i n g C o . C o r p o r a t i o n w a s f o r m e d , i n c l u d i n g
t h e b u i l d i n g a n d s t o r e o p e r a t i o n , a l o n g w i t h t h e c a n n e r y b u s i n e s s . T h e
S t a t e o f D e l a w a r e a w a r d e d a c e r t i f i c a t e o f c o r p o r a t i o n o n S e p t . 2 6 , 1 9 2 1 .
C o r p o r a t i o n m e m b e r s w e r e C l a u d e N . L e s t e r , G e o r g e R . S n e d e k e r , C l a r a
E l e a n o r L e s t e r a n d E l e a n o r M . S n e d e k e r . O n O c t o b e r 2 5 , 1 9 2 1 M r . a n d M r s .
L e s t e r d e e d e d t h e - p r o p e r t y t o S t . G e o r g e s C a n n i n g C o . ( N . C . C o . D e e d
Y — 3 0 — 5 1 5 — 1 9 2 1 G . B . L . F i l e s )

M r . L e s t e r a n d w i f e , o n M a r c h 1 , 1 9 2 3 , a s V i c e P r e s i d e n t a n d S e c r e t a r y
o f t h e c o r p o r a t i o n g a v e a m o r t g a g e d e e d t o M r . G e o r g e S n e d e k e r , P r e s i d e n t ,
t o b u y o u t h i s a n d h i s w i f e ' s s h a r e . T h e m o r t g a g e w a s s a t i s f i e d o n
D e c e m b e r 3 1 , 1 9 2 A . M r . L e s t e r h a d o p e r a t e d t h e s t o r e b u s i n e s s . O n
D e c e m b e r 3 0 , 1 9 2 4 M r . a n d M r s L e s t e r h a d s i g n e d a d e e d s e l l i n g t h e
p r o p e r t y t o F r e d e r i c k T . S u t t o n . H e c o n t i n u e d a b u s i n e s s i n t h e b u i l d i n g .
( N . C . C o . D e e d s L - 1 9 - 13 - - 1 9 2 3 1- 3 3 - 1 8 8 - - 1 9 2 4 G . B . L . f i l e s )

I n t h e y e a r 1 9 4 6 N o r m a n B . S t a p l e f o r d h a d a C h e v r o l e t - O l d s D e a l e r s h i p
w i t h a s a l e s a n d s e r v i c e b u s i n e s s i n t h e b u i l d i n g .
A f t e r t h e d e a t h o f F r e d S u t t o n , h i s s o n , J a m e s N . S u t t o n , s o l d t h e
p r o p e r t y t o W i l l i e B . M u l l i n s . H e t e n a n t r e n t e d t h e b u i l d i n g . A t o n e
t i m e A l v i n a n d E l i z a b e t h O t h o s o n o p e r a t e d a S o d a a n d L u n c h e o n e t t e
B u s i n e s s i n t h e b u i l d i n g .

s o l d t h e b u i l d i n g t o
R e c . o f D e e d N . C . C o . )

W i l l i e M u l l i n s a n d w i f e M a g g i e
G e o r g e F . K e r n .

1 9 7 4o n M a y 5
( N . C . C o . D e e d C - 8 9 - 4 8 8 - - 1 9 7 4

T h e p r e s e n t o w n e r i s k n o w n a s D e l a w a r e T r a d i n g P a r t n e r s a n d u s e d b y
G e o r g e T n o r o g o o d a n d h i s m u s i c a l b a n d g r o u p f o r p r a c t i c e a n d r e c o r d i n g
T h e r e i s o n e a p a r t m e n t i n t h e b u i l d i n g .
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St. Georges, Del., 192
\

To St.Georges Canning Co.,
ICE CREAM AND CONFECTIONERIES

Dr.
/

Packers of Fancy Com and TomatoesTires, Tubes and Oils
;
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PACKERS OF FANCY
CORN and TOMATOES

U '

ONFECTIONERY. SODA r 0
• AND ICE CREAM
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When at St. Georges stop at
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THE DELAWARE TRUST BUILDING
* FOR f

TIRES KELLY TUBES

GASOLINE — OILS

ST. GEORGES CANNING CO.

St. Georges, Del.
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A d d i t i o n s 1 8 8 0B u i l t C i r c a 1 8 5 41 9 9 2 1 9 1 6
S a d l e r - G u n s m i t h - C o n f e c t i o n a r y S h o p

P o s t O f f i c e
T a i l o r

T o t h e n o r t h o f t h e m i l l , b r i c k h o t e l a n d t a n y a r d p r o p e r t y w a s a l o t o f
a b o u t o n e -h a l f a c r e k n o w n a s # 4 w i t h a t a i l o r s h o p t h e r e o n a n d # 3 a
s m a l l l o t o c c u p i e d a s t h e y a r d , o n t h e O s b o r n e R e a l E s t a t e 1 8 5 7 P o w e r o f
A t t o r n e y D e e d . W m . J . H u r l o c k a n d D a v i d N i v i n , o n S e p t e m b e r 8 , 1 8 5 7
w e r e g i v e n P o w e r o f A t t o r n e y b y J o h n O s b o r n e a n d w i f e M a r g a r e t t o s e l l
c e r t a i n i n h e r i t e d p r o p e r t i e s o f M a r g a r e t .

7

T h e o n e -h a l f a c r e w a s s p l i t i n h a l f a n d s o l d t o t w o p a r t i e s o n t h e s a m e
d a y b y H u r l o c k a n d N i v i n . T h e h a l f w i t h t h e f r a m e r e c t a n g u l a r t a i l o r
s n o p w a s s o l d f o r $ 2 9 3 o n M a r c h 2 6 , 1 8 6 0 t o R o b e r t T a w r e s e y . T h e o t h e r
h a l f w a s s o l d t o J o h n C a l d e r f o r o n l y $ 1 5 0 , s o t h a t w o u l d h a v e b e e n t h e
h a l f w i t h n o b u i l d i n g . ( N . C .C o . D e e d s L -7- 1 6 5 — 1 8 5 7 N- 7 - 2 5 9 - - ' 8 6 0 D o v e r )

R o b e r t T a w r e s e y w a s a S a d l e r a n d o c c u p i e d t h e s h o p f o r t h r e e y e a r s .
R o b e r t a n d h i s w i f e s u s a n , f o r $ 3 5 0 , s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o J o s e p h R e y n o l d s
a G u n s m i t h , o n M a y 3 0 , 1 8 6 3 . ( N . C .C o . D e e d U-7 -2 8 6 - - 1 8 6 3 D o v e r )

)

7 7

J o s e p h R e y n o l d s p r o b a b l y l i v e d i n t h e s h o p b u i l d i n g a n d h a d h i s
b u s i n e s s t h e r e b u t h e a l s o a t o n e t i m e r e n t e d t h e D a v i d W a r e T e n a n t
H o u s e d o w n t h e s t r e e t f o r h i s b u s i n e s s a n d a c c o r d i n g t o c e n s u s r e c o r d s
r e n t e d a r o o m i n t h e S t . G e o r g e s H o t e l a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t .
J o s e p h R e y n o l d s d i e d i n 1 8 7 8 . I t s e e m s h e w a s a b a c h e l o r a s h e
w i l l , d e v i s e d t h e p r o p e r t y t o h i s s i s t e r M a r y T o d d . S y l v e s t e r W . C l e m e n t

b y

c?

- ---'.VC
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w a s e x e c u t o r o f h i s w i l l a n d h a d t o s e l l t h e p r o p e r t y a t p u b l i c a u c t i o n
t o p a y h i s d e b t s . T h e s a l e w a s h e l d o n S e p t e m b e r 3 , 1 8 7 8 a n d t h e h i g h e s t

S h e r e c e i v e d a d e e d t o
D o v e r )

b i d w a s $ 3 1 5 m a d e b y M a r y G a m o f S t . G e o r g e s ,

t h e p r o p e r t y o n A p r i l 9
f

( N . C . C o . D e e d K - 1 1 - 1 1 0-- 1 8 7 91 8 7 9 .J

M a r y G a m p r o b a b l y b o u g h t t h e h o u s e b e c a u s e i t w a s a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t
f r o m t h e h o t e l s h e o w n e d a n d t h e h o u s e t h e y l i v e d i n b e h i n d t h e h o t e l
w a s f a l l i n g i n t o d i s r e p a i r . M a r y G a m c a n b e c r e d i t e d w i t h a d d i n g t o
t h e s m a l l r e c t a n g u l a r h o u s e m a k i n g i t i n t o a T s h a p e a n d a d d i n g t h e
t h i r d f l o o r w i t h a m a n s a r d r o o f w i t h w o o d s h i n g l e s i d i n g a n d d o r m e r
w i n d o w s .

3

M a r y h a d c a m e t o A m e r i c a a t a g e 1 5 w i t h h e r p a r e n t s A d a m a n d M a r y
M e t c h l e r . S h e l a t'e r m a r r i e d J o s e p h G a m w h o a l s o w a s b o r n i n G e r m a n y a n d
m i g r a t e d t o A m e r i c a . T h e y o p e r a t e d t h e S T . G e o r g e s H o t e l . J o s e p h d i e d
o n F e b u a r y 1 4 , 1 8 7 0 a t a g e 5 0 l e a v i n g M a r y a y o u n g w i d o w t o r a i s e f o u r
s o n s .
T h e 1 8 8 0 C e n s u s s h o w s M a r y G a m a s a g e 5;0 a n d a B a v a r i a n I m m i g r a n t w h o
m a d e c a n d y a n d s o w o u l d h a v e h a d h e r c o n f e c t i o n a r y s t o r e o n t h i s p r o p e r t y .
H e r s o n s w e r e o f a g e t o r u n t h e h o t e l b u s i n e s s . T h e y w e r e E d w a r d 2 8
B e n j a m i n 2 1 , J o h n 1 9 a n d J a m e s 1 6 . M a r y G a m , a t a g e 6 8 , d i e d i n P o r t
P e n n , D e l a w a r e o n J a n u a r y 3 , 1 8 9 7 a n d w a s b u r i e d i n S t . G e o r g e s C e m e t e r y .
( 1 8 8 0 C e n s u s R e c o r d s - D e a t h R e c o r d N . C . C o . # 5 0 3 7 1 - 1 -3- 1 8 9 7 - 1 8 6 4
P r o v o s t G e n e r a l B u r e a u - C i v i l W a r E n r o l l m e n t L i s t f o r N . C . C o . - D o v e r )

II t i s n o t k n o w n h o w l o n g M a r y c o n t i n u e d i n t h e c o n f e c t i o n a r y b u s i n e s s b u t
o n A p r i l 1 3 , 1 8 8 7 s h e s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y , f o r' $ 1 , 5 0 0 , t o J a m e s H . S . G a m .
H e r e s i d e d o n t h e p r o p e r t y .
J a m e s H . S . G a m a n d h i s w i f e M a t t i e , f o r $ 1 , 6 0 0 s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o
W i l l i a m R e y n o l d s o n M a y 1 0 , 1 9 1 1 . T h e p r i c e f r o m 1 8 8 7 t o 1 9 1 1 w a s o n l y
$1 0 0 m o r e t h a n i n 1 8 8 7 , s o t h i s d o e s n ' t i n d i c a t e m u c h i m p r o v e m e n t .
( N . C . C o . D e e d F -2 3-4 9 8- -1 9 1 1 D o v e r )

1

« ’

f!
§

f

W m . R e y n o l d s r e s i d e d o n t h e p r o p e r t y a n d a d d e d a t w o-s t o r y f r a m e s e c t i o n
t o t h e b a c k o f t h e h o u s e . H e p r o b a b l y a d d e d t h e p o r c h a n d l a r g e g l a s s
p a n e d w i n d o w s .

R e y n o l d s p a s s e d a w a y J a n u a r y 1 5 , 1 9 4 1 . H e h a d w i l l e d t h e r e s i d u e o f
h i s e s t a t e b e d i v i d e d a m o n g h i s c h i l a r e n .
a t h r e e s t o r y f r a m e d w e l l i n g w a s s o l d t o a d a u g h t e r B e r t h a M . C a r r o w a n d

' h u s b a n d J o h n W . C a r r o w , J r . , b y o t h e r f a m i l y m e m b e r s : H a r v e y G . R e y n o l d s
a n d w i f e C l a r a , F r a n k l i n L e e R e y n o l d s a n d w i f e H a t t i e , R a y m o n d B . R e y n o l d s

l a n d w i f e E l i z a b e t h . ( N . C . C o . D e e d P- 4 2- 4 2 7 & 4 3 0 -- 1 9 4 1 D o v e r )

J o h n a n d B e r t h a C a r r o w r e s i d e d o n t h e p r e m i s e s w i t h t h e i r y o u n g m e n s o n s
J o h n I I I a n d R e y n o l d s C a r r o w . W h i l e i n r e s i d e n c e M r s . C a r r o w b e c a m e

3'SsKjSiS. y v y2 i-jis' S %i|ill & s - s ! r v • r s.a c t i n g P o s t m a s t e r o n 3-3 1 - 1 9 4 6 h a v i n g b e e n a s s i s t a n t b e f o r e t h a t t i m e .
S h e b e c a m e P o s t m a s t e r o n 3-2 5-1 9 4 9 .
t h e f r o n t s e c t i o n o f t h e h o u s e w h e r e
o f t h e s i d e w a l k . S h e r e t i r e d o n N o v e m b e r 3 0 , 1 9 6 2 .1

W
M r .

O n J u l y 1 5 , 1 9 4 1 t h e l o t w i t h
% I.&,’fi
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Post Office 1949Carrow House

in the year 1974 retired
1978 she sold the property to

After the death of her husband
to a nursing home.
Dean Nelson.
(N.C.Co. Deed

Mrs. Carrow >)

On January 27
He and his family resided on the property.
C-100-90- 1978 N .C.Co Rec. of Deed )

J

I Aw

Dean Nelson sold the property to John M. Douglas on February 24 , 1989
and Douglas sold the property to Eric Dressier December 20
( N.C.Co. Deed #1450

1992.)

Rec. of Deeds)144 --1992

Eric with his wife Emma , daughter Sarah and son Geoffrey reside on the
property.

No outside structural changes have been made to the house after the
ownership of Wm. Reynolds .

The Dressiers have added stain-glass panes in the transoms above the
front^'fciobrs and a large colorful leaping frog scene replaced two
large lower glass panes in the back window on the left side of the
home. '

*4

; '
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B u i l t C i r c a 1 8 6 0 - 6 1F o c u s o n t h e c e n t e r h o u s eS c e n e 1 9 9 2
A S P R I L B I A S H O U S EC A L D E R

T h i s i s t h e o n e-h a l f l o t , n e x t t o t h e t a i l o r s h o p , b o u g h t b y J o h n C a l d e r
o n M a r c h 2 6 , 1 8 6 0 , f o r $ 1 5 0 , f r o m W m . J . H u r l o c k a n d D a v i d N i v i n
r e p r e s e n t i n g J o h n a n d M a r g a r e t O s t i o r n e . ( N . C .C o . D e e d s L — 7 - 1 6 5 — 1 8 5 7
C - 1 1 -8 4 -- 1 8 6 0 D o v e r )

J o h n C a l d e r w a s a c a r p e n t e r a n d i t J s v e r y p r o b a b l e h e b u i l t t h e r e c t a n g u l a r
f r a m e b u i l d i n g o n t h i s l o t s o o n a f t e r t h e p u r c h a s e o f t h e p r o p e r t y ,

w a s b u i l t f o r a h o m e a s w e l l a s a t r a d e .
a t a i l o r s h o p a n d t h e b a y w i n d o w u s e d f o r d i s p l a y p u r p o s e s ,
w a s o n t h i s l o t o n t h e 1 8 6 8 B e e r s A t l a s p a g e 1 1 5
b y J o h n C a l d e r .

I t
W o r d c a r r i e d d o w n c l a i m s i t w a s

A b u i l d i n g
a n d s t i l l w a s o w n e d

1 8 7 8 J o h n C a l d e r s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o J o h n P . H u d s o n .O n (J a n u a r y 9
w a s M|‘. H u d s o n w h o d i v i d e d t h i s o n e q u a r t e r a c r e l o t i n t o t w o l o t s . O n
M a y 7 1 8 8 1 J o h n a n d h i s w i f e M a r y H u d s o n , f o r $8 5 0 , d e e d e d t h e h o u s e
a n d t h i s p a r t o f t h e l o t t o A n n i e S . A r m s t r o n g , a s e a m s t r e s s a n d d r e s s -
m a k e r . S h e l i v e d o n t h e p r o p e r t y a s w e l l a s c o n d u c t e d h e r t r a d e h e r e .
B y A p r i l 1 4 , 1 8 8 3 A n n i e h a d m a r r i e d A s h e l D . C a m p b e l l a n d f o r $9 5 0 t h e y
s o l d t h e l o t a n d f r a m e h o u s e b a c k t o J o h n P . H u d s o n . ( N . C .C o . D e e d-

1 1)

P - 1 2- 4 6 3- - 1 8 8 3 D o v e r )X - 1 1 - 4 6 3-- 1 8 8 1

J o h n P . H u d s o n d i e d a n d h i s s o n s , A l f r e d a n d J o h n J r . , i n h e r i t e d t h e
p r o p e r t y a n d s o l d i t o n O c t o b e r 2 6 , 1 8 8 9 t o E l i z a C u s h. M r s . C u s h w a s
k n o w n f o r o p e r a t i n g B o a r d i n g R o o m H o m e s a n d t h i s w a s o n e o f t h e m . S h e
k e p t t h e p r o p e r t y u n t i l 1 9 0 1 , a n d f o r $ 8 0 0 o n D e c e m b e r 2 8 , 1 9 0 1 , s o l d t h e
p r o p e r t y t o J o h n S w a r t z . ( N.C .C o . D e e d W - 1 4 - 3 1 3 - - 1 8 8 9 U- 1 8 - 5 3 2- - 1 9 0 1
D o v e r H a l l o f R e c o r d s )

J o h n S w a r t z w a s a s i n g l e m a n w h o r e s i d e d o n t h e p r o p e r t y .
D e c e m b e r 2 1
A s s o c i a t i o n .

F o r $ 7 0 0 )

h e s o l d t h e b u i l d i n g t o D e l a w a r e C i t y B u i l d i n g L o a n
T h e A s s o c i a t i o n o n O c t o b e r 2 6 , 1 9 2 6 , f o r $6 5 0

1 9 0 9 1

g a v e a d e e d,1 ) )
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t o W i l l i a m A s p r i l .
i t s v a l u e a n d p r o b a b l y i n n e e d o f r e p a i r ,
a n d s o n W i l l i a m r e s i d e d o n t h e p r o p e r t y .

f o r $ 1 0 0 , o n A p r i l 8
A f e w r e p a i r s w e r e m a d e t o t h e h o u s e a n d t e n a n t r e n t e d .
( N . C . C o . D e e d A - 7 1 - 4 2 8- - 1 9 6 3 R e c . o f D e e d s W i l m . )

T h e p r i c e i n d i c a t e s t h e b u i l d i n g a n d l o t i s l o o s i n g
M r . A s p r i l w i t h h i s w i f e L e n a

M r . A s p r i l s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y
1 9 6 3 t o H a r r y A . S c h r a g r i n o f M i d d l e t o w n

)

D e1a . .1 )

H a r r y A . S c h r a g r i n
t o L a w r e n c e R . B i a s a n d h e r e s i d e s o n t h e p r o p e r t y .
( N . C . C o . D e e d U - 1 2 3 - 1 5 8 -- 1 9 8 3 R e c . o f D e e d s

f o r $ 2 2 , 5 0 0 . o n S e p t e m b e r 1 6 , 1 9 8 3 , s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y)

W i l m . )

T h e f r a m e h o u s e b u i l t a r o u n d 1 8 6 0 -6 1 h a s k e p t i t s o r i g i n a l l i n e s e x c e p t
f o r a o n e s t o r y s h e d-r o o f a d d i t i o n t o t h e b a c k o f t h e h o u s e
m o d e r n w o o d e n d e c k-.
M r . B i a s
h o m e .

a n d a
A l u m i n u m s i d i n g c o v e r s n a r r o w w o o d w e a t h e r b o a r d i n g ,

i n t h e y e a r 1 9 9 9 , b e g a n e x t e n s i v e r e s t o r a t i o n t o s a l v a g e h i sJ

>

!

H IM.
j I - Pitn I

1 9 9 5 S c e n e - C h e s a p e a k e a n d D e l a w a r e C a n a l L a n d w h i c h
b o r d e r s t h e p r o p e r t i e s a n d h o m e s o n t h e S o u t h w e s t s i d e o f

M a i n S t r e e t .
W i n t e r
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H U D S O N P R O P E R T Y

S c e n e 1 9 1 2- 1 3 R a c h e l H u d s o n H o u s e

T h e p r o p e r t y i s t h e n o r t h p a r t o f' t h e o n e-q u a r t e r a c r e l o t s o l d b y
W m . J . H u r l o c k , t r u s t e e
t o J o h n P . H u d s o n i n t h e y e a r 1 8 7 8 .
J o h n P . H u d s o n , J r . a n d w i f e M a r y , A l f r e d H u d s o n a n d w i f e S a r a h , J o h n
C a l d e r a n d w i f e M a r y , J a m e s H u d s o n a n d w i f e R a c h e l , f o r $ 2 0 0 , o n O c t o b e r
1 , 1 8 8 9 s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o W i l l i a m O a k e s . T h e s i z e o f t h e l o t b e i n g
5 , 0 1 6 s q u a r e f e e t , b u t l a t e r d e e d s c l a i m t h e s i z e 5 , 6 0 0 s q u a r e f e e t .
( N . C . C o . D e e d s C - 1 1 -8 4 -- 1 8 6 0 D- 1 5 - 8 6-- 1 8 8 9 D o v e r L a n d R e c o r d s
H 5 // 9 9 1 — 1 8 8 9 )

t o J o h n C a l d e r M a r c h 2 6 , 1 8 6 0 , t h e n b y C a l d e r
J o h n H u d s o n d i e s a n d h i s h e i r s >

D o v e r

W i l l i a m O a k e s , f o r $ 2 5 0 s o l d t h e l o t t o R a c h e l H u d s o n o n J u l y 2
( N . C . C o . D e e d D - 1 5 -8 9 - - 1 8 9 0 D o v e r )

1 8 9 0 .>

! \£

, H o p k i n s
s h o w o n l y o n e h o u s e

T h e r e w a s n o h o u s e o n t h e l o t . B e e r s A t l a s 1 8 6 8 p a g e 1 1 5
a n d B a i s t A t l a s 1 8 9 3 p a g eA t l a s 1 8 8 1 p a g e 1 1 6

o n t h e l o t a n d d o n o t s h o w a d i v i s i o n o f t h e l o t m a d e b y J o h n P . H u d s o n
i n t h e y e a r 1 8 8 1 .

i. f' 1

1 1 7

R a c h e l H u d s o n i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e h o u s e o n t h e l o t . R a c h e l d i e d
F e b r u a r y 3 , 1 9 1 2 h a v i n g m a d e h e r w i l l J u n e 2 6 , . 1 9 0 9 , s t a t e d t h i s p r o p e r t y
w a s t o b e s o l d a t h e r d e a t h a n d t h a t C l a y t o n M. R i l e y o c c u p i e d t h e , ,

p f *0p e r t y , w h i c h i n d i c a t e s a h o u s e o n t h e l o t b y t h e y e a r 1 9 0 9 . R a c h e l
l l t f v e d i n t h e s o u t h s i d e o f t h e d o u b l e h o u s e n e x t d o o r .
T h e p i c t u r e a b o v e , o f t h e h o m e t a k e n a r o u n d 1 9 1 2 - 1 3 s h o w s t h e h o m e s h u t
u p w i t h a l l b u t t w o s h u t t e r s c l o s e d a n d m a y h a v e b e e n t a k e n d u r i n g t h e
s e t t l e m e n t o f h e r w i l l .

m m A : A
A
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Word carried down by older owner family members claim the house was
moved to the lot.
house viewed in the 1912-13 picture and the inside architecture indicate
the house was built in the 1860's and not in :the period of 1900 after
Rachael Hudson acquired the lot.

This is very probable as the details of the frame

The building is tall and narrow being about 28 feet across the front
and 13 feet along the side being two stories with and attic ,

was added in the late 1920's and a shed like partition off of the
kitchen around 1935.
windows forming a sunroom atmosphere.

A kitchen

The front porch addition was later enclosed with

Howard Othoson , executor of Rachel's will, exposed the property to
public sale Februa-ry 6, 1913 and it was sold for $620 to James P. Cannon
and a deed issued to him May 8, 1913. (N.C.Co. Deed S-24-68--1913 Dover)J

It's presumed the Cannon Family lived in the home. James P. Cannon
died intestate in the year 1922. J. Frank Biggs was appointed by the
New Castle County Orphan Court , on March 2, 1922, as trustee for Louisa M.
Cannon , wife of the late James. The property was put up for public
auction on Saturday April 29 , 1922 and sold for $800 to Louisa M. Cannon.
On the return to Orphans Court on May 10, 1922 Louisa had her dowers
interest of $406.97 deducted from the purchase price and received a deed
May 15, 1922 taking ownership of a tract of land with a frame house
dwelling thereon erected. (N.C.Co. Deed Z-30-221--1922 Dover)

Louisa M. Cannon sold the property to Walter R. Moore and Josephine C.
Moore for $1 ,650 on December 8, 1926. (N.C.Co Deed L-34-447--1926 Dover)
They resided on the property but when Josephine (Jodie) became a widow
she lived in residence as a practical nurse caring for the ill. At her
request her brother Holt Crossland and his wife , Bessie , moved into the
home. He being a handyman carpenter the house was kept in good repair.
They were highly respected residents of the town and resided in the home
until the late - 1960's then moving to a new home in South St. Georges
near their son , Richard Crossland and family.

Walter M. Crossland and wife Alice1969 Josephine C. Moore
sold the property to Horace Me Kinney and wife Janette.

M-82-147--1969 Rec. of Deeds Wilm.)

On May 29
for $6,500
N.C.Co. Deed

7 yy

4 y

E-62-68--1958
Other owners and residents were William H. Prettyman and Virginia Lee
1975 to 1979 (N.C.Co. Deed E-90-682 F-92-191 --1976)
Rickie E. Knaub and wife Debra
(N.C.Co. Deed K- 1 08- 1 1 --1979 G- 1 12-31 1 --1980)
Kevin Me Kinney - 1983-1998 (N.C.Co. Deed C-121--1957

1

1980-1983.
f
k

I i -
Mc|kinneyJsoldj;the property to Christopher George Squires in the year
[1998; and# he^resides on the property J •

%
I

The wooden shingle roof was removed and replaced with asphalt roof
shingles. The original shutters were removed and the wood weather-
boarding is covered with asphalt shingle siding. f

$
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JOHN CALDER
Built - Circa

DOUBLE HOUSE
1860 - 1867
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T h e e r a o f t h i s l o t o f l a n d b e g i n s w i t h N a t h a n T h o m a s , l a t e o f
S t . G e o r g e s H u n d r e d , w h o d i e d i n t e s t a t e , a n d h i s o n e s u r v i v i n g c h i l d
M a r g a r e t A n n T h o m a s , n o w m a r r i e d t o J o h n O s b o r n e , r e c e i v e d t h e p r o p e r t y .
J o h n a n d M a r g a r e t , f o r $2 6 0 o n f e b r u a r y 2 6 , 1 8 5 0 , s o l d t h e l o t t o J o h n
H . .C a l d e r , a c a r p e n t e r a n d r e s i d e n t o f t h e v i l l a g e o f S t . G e o r g e s .
( N .C . C o D e e d O -9-2 0 8-- 1 8 5 0 D o v e r )

B e t w e e n 1 8 5 0 a n d 1 8 6 7 J o h n C a l d e r h a d b u i l t a d o u b l e h o u s e o n t h e l o t a s
i t i s s h o w n o n t h e 1 8 6 8 B e e r s A t l a s , p a g e 1 1 5 . T h e w i d t h o f t h e l o t
w a s 5 2 ' 6 " w i d e a c r o s s t h e b a c k a n d 5 2 ' a c r o s s t h e f r o n t . T h e n o r t h e r n
l i n e f r o m f r o n t £ o b a c k w a s 1 5 3 f e e t , a n d t h e s o u t h e r n l i n e 1 4 7 f e e t
f r o n t t o b a c k . . J o h n a l l o w e d 2 1 f e e t f o r e a c h s i d e o f t h e d o u b l e h o u s e
a n d a 1 0 f o o t a l l e y w a y w h i c h w a s a l r e a d y i n p l a c e , t o a c c o m o d a t e t h i s
d o u b l e h o u s e a n d t h e a d j o i n i n g p r o p e r t y h e o w n e d t o t h e s o u t h o f t h i s
l o t .
J o h n H . C a l d e r a n d w i f e H a r r i e t o n M a r c h 1 9 , 1 8 7 2 , f o r $ 1 , 8 5 0 , s o l d t h e
h o u s e a n d l o t w i t h o n e -h a l f i n t e r e s t i n t h e a l l e y o r l a n e r u n n i n g t o t h e
s o u t h s i d e o f t h e p r o p e r t y t o M a r y C . P e c k a r d.
1 8 7 2 D o v e r )
l a n e d i v i d i n g t h i s f r o m o t h e r l a n d s o f C a l d e r a n d r u n n i n g t h e n w i t h M a i n
S t r e e t N 3 9|^ W e s t 2 1 ' t o a s t o n e , t h e n w i t h a n e w l i n e r u n n i n g t h r o u g h
t h e c e n t e r o f a d o u b l e d w e l l i n g h o u s e , S o u t h 5 1i° W e s t a b o u t 1 5 0 f e e t
t o a c o r n e r s t o n e o f W m. J. J u r l o c k , t h e n w i t h : H u r l o c k 1 s l i n e S o u t h 4 6°E a s t 2 1 ' 3 " t o a c o r n e r o n t h e n o r t h e r l y s i d e o f a f o r e s a i d a l l e y o r l a n e
t h e n w i t h s a i d a l l e y N o r t h 5 0 £ 0 E a s t 1 4 8 ’ t o b e g i n n i n g . C o n t e n t s 3 , 1 2 9
s q u a r e f e e t . A l s o o n e-h a l f i n t e r e s t i n a l l e y o r l a n e s i t u a t e d o n t h e
s o u t h e r l y s i d e o f s a i d l o t b i n d i n g t h e r e o n a n d r u n n i n g p a r a l l e l t h e r e -
w i t h s a i d l o t a n d l a n e e t c . .

( N.C .C o D e e d A - 1 0 - 1 0 6--
T h e o u t l i n e b e g a n o n t h e n o r t h s i d e o f a 1 0 f o o t a l l e y o r

7

M a r y P e c k a r d s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o R a c h e l H u d s o n . R a c h e l l i v e d i n t h e
h o m e u n t i l h e r d e a t h o n F e b r u a r y 3 , 1 9 1 2 . ( N.C .C o D e e d T - 1 5 - 1 3 0 - - 1 8 7 2
D o v e r H a l l o f R e c o r d s )

H o w a r d O t h o s o n , e x e c u t o r o f R a c h e l ' s w i l l , o n F e b r u a r y 6 , 1 9 1 3 a t p u b l i c
s a l e , f o r $6 6 0 , s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o J a m e s H. S . G a m. T h e y r e s i d e d i n
t h e h o m e . ( N . C .C o D e e d S -2 4 -6 5 - - 1 9 1 3

n
I

D o v e r )

O n S e p t e m b e r 2 3 , 1 9 1 9 J a m e s a n d M a t t i e s o l d t h e h o m e t o T h o m a s S w a n .
T h o m a s a n d h i s w i f e H a n n a h l i v e d i n t h e h o m e . A f t e r t h e i r d e a t h s t w o

l a d i e s a n d t h e i r h u s b a n d s , E l m e r R . P i e r c e a n d w i f e B e s s i e
T e x a s a n d H a r v e y G. R e y n o l d s a n d w i f e , C l a r a M . , o f

o n O c t o b e r 2 4 , 1 9 3 7 s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o J a m e s
S- 4 0-5 0 9-- 1 9 3 7 D o v e r )

"v®
m u r v i v i n g

o f S a n A n t o n i a
Pi J 'pjii ss*: i : ,i> .....

S t G e o r g e s , f o r $1,9 1 0
H o w a r d C r o s s l a n d. ( N.C .C o D e e d B-2 9- 2 7 7-- 1 9 1 9
M r . C r o s s l a n d t e n a n t r e n t e d t h e p r o p e r t y, a s h e a t t h i s t i m e r e s i d e d
i n‘ t h e a d j o i n i n g n o r t h s i d e o f t h e d o u b l e h o u s e . H e r e n t e d t h e h o m e t o
A1v i n D e a n O t h o s o n a n d w i f e E l i z a b e t h. T h e y r e s i d e d h e r e w i t h t h e i r
t h r e e c h i l d r e n, R h o d a , S a r a h a n d E l e a n o r L e e . T h e y b o u g h t t h i s s i d e o f
t h e d o u b l e h o u s e f r o m J a m e s a n d N o r a M a y C r o s s a n d J u l y 1 3 , 1 9 5 1 f o r

( N.C .C o D e e d 0 -5 1- 1 2 7 - 1 9 5 1 - D o v e r )

1 74.

J

1 )

$3 , 0 0 0.
T h e r e s i d e n t s a n d o w n e r s a r e n o w W i l l i a m N i c k l e a n d w i f e S a r a c h O t h o s o n
N i c k l e

I ;
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N O R T H S I D E O F J O H N C A L D E R D O U B L E H O U S E

T h e n o r t h s i d e o f t h e d o u b l e h o u s e w a s s o l d b y J o h n C a l d e r a n d w i f e
H a r r i e t t o J a m e s L y l e f o r $8 0 0 o n i M a r c h 2 5 , 1 8 7 1 . B e c a u s e o f t h e p r i c e
b e i n g $ 1 , 0 5 0 c h e a p e r t h a n w h e n t h e C a l d e r s s o l d t h e s o u t h s i d e t o M a r y
P e c a r d f o r $ 1 , 8 5 0 i n M a r c h 1 8 7 2 , m a y i n d i c a t e t h e h o u s e w a s n o t c o m p l e t e l y
f i n i s h e d o f f i n s i d e o r h a d b e e n u s e d f o r a b u s i n e s s . W o r d c a r r i e d d o w n
c l a i m s a s h o e m a k e r r e n t e d t h i s p a r t o f t h e d o u b l e h o u s e . T h a t m a y w e l l
h a v e b e e n a s s h o e m a k e r s w e r e i n t h e a r e a b u t c a n n o t b e p i n p o i n t e d t o
a n y c e r t a i n l o c a t i o n .
T h i s s i d e o f t h e p r o p e r t y w a s o u t l i n e d a s b e g i n n i n g a t a s t o n e o n t h e
s i d e o f M a i n S t r e e t , a c o r n e r f o r l a n d o f M a r g a r e t O s b o r n e a n d r u n n i n g
w i t h s a i d O s b o r n e l i n e s o u t h 5 0i° w e s t 1 5 3 ' t o l a n d s o f W m . J . M u r l o c k ,
t h e n w i t h s a i d H u r l o c k l i n e s o u t h 4 6° e a s t 2 1 ' 3 " t o a c o r n e r s t o n e ,
t h e n c e b y a n e w l i n e a n d r u n n i n g t h r o u g h t h e c e n t e r o f a d o u b l e d w e l l i n g
h o u s e n o r t h 5 1 £° e a s t 1 5 0 ' t o a n e w c o r n e r s t o n e a t t h e s i d e o f t h e
s a i d s t r e e t , t h e n w i t h s a i d s t r e e t n o r t h 3 9|° w e s t 2 1 ' t o b e g i n n i n g .
C o n t a i n i n g 3 , 1 8 0 s q u a r e f e e t . A l s o o n e -h a l f i n t e r e s t i n a 1 0 f o o t w i d e
a l l e y o r l a n e l y i n g o n t h e s o u t h e r l y s i d e a n d a d j o i n i n g t h e r e u n t o
r u n n i n g p a r a l l e l t h e r e w i t h o f a l o t o f l a n d s o l d a n d d e e d e d b y J o h n
C a l d e r t o M a r y P e c k a r d ( N . C .C o . D e e d 0-9- 4 8 7- - 1 8 7 1 D o v e r )

I t i s e v i d e n t t h a t M r . L y l e m a d e i m p r o v e m e n t s t o t h e h o u s e a n d m a y h a v e
l i v e d t h e r e. O n J a n u a r y 1 , 1 8 7 6 J a m e s L y l e a n d w i f e C a t h e r i n e , f o r $ 1 , 2 0 0
s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o t r u s t e e s o f t h e S t . G e o r g e s M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h , b e i n g
J o h n P . H u d s o n , J o h n B. N e l s o n , I s a a c C l e a v e r
B r y a n , W . L . S p a r k s , D a v i d V a i l , I. W a l l a c e , J o s e p h H e i s e l a n d G e o r g e
W . T o w n s e n d. T h e h o m e w a s u s e d a s t h e c h u r c h p a r s o n a g e .

( N. C. C o. D e e d Q- 1 0- 3 0 8 -- 1 8 7 6 D o v e r )

M i c h a e l

G e o r g e W . T o w n s e n d a n d t r u s t e e s o f t h e M e t h o d i s t E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h s o l d
t h e p r o p e r t y t o J a m e s H. 9 . G a m . ( N. C .C o . D e e d Y -2 7-2 5--? D o v e r )
T h e r e m u s t t o h a v e b e e n a d i s c r e p e n c y i n t h e d e e d a s a c o n f i r m e d d e e d
w a s i s s u e d t o J a m e s G a m , M a r c h 1

* o f S t a t e o f D e l a w a r e .
1 9 3 0 f r o m C h a r l e s H. G r a n t l a n d , S e c t .

( N . C . C o . D e e d V - 3 6- 5 2 9- - 1 9 3 0 D o v e r )
>

J a m e s G a m d i e d i n t h e y e a r 1 9 3 2 a n d t h e p r o p e r t y w e n t t o h i s w i f e M a r t h a
S w a i n G a m .
o n A u g u s t 4 , 1 9 3 6 t o J a m e s H o w a r d C r o s s l a n d .
1 9 3 6 D o v e r ) M r . C r o s s l a n d, a t o n e t i m e
P e a c e o r M a g i s t r a t e i n t h e T o w n o f S t . G e o r g e s d u r i n g t h e t i m e h e a n d
h i s w i f e N o r a M a y l i v e d o n t h e p r o p e r t y .

M a t t i e s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y f o r $ 1 , 8 0 0
( N . C . C o . D e e d Z - 3 9- 3 7 5 - -

s e r v e d a s a J u s t i c e o f T h e

b e t t e r k n o w n a s M a t t i e .J

J

W&i

T n i s s i d e o f t h e d o u b l e h o u s e a t o n e p o i n t w a s m a d e i n t o t w o a p a r t m e n t s .
• J. H. C r o s s l a n d a n d N o r a M a y s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o J o h n M. C l a r k a n d w i f e
R h o d a O t h o s o n C l a r k o n O c t o b e r 3 , 1 9 5 1 .
J o h n a n d R h o d a w e r e r e s i d e n t s i n t h e h o m e ,

m a k i n g t h e r e s i d e n c e b a c k i n t o a s i n g l e h o m e .
R h o d a c o n t i n u e s t o l i v e i n t h e h o m e .

( N . C .C o . D e e d W — 5 1 — 1 9 — 1 9 5 1 D o v e r )
T h e y w e r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r

A f t e r t h e d e a t h o f J o h n ,

T h e t h r e e s t o r y f r a m e d o u b l e h o u s e h a s k e p t i t s o r i g i n a l l i n e s .
s t o r y f r a m e s l a n t - r o o f a d d i t i o n w a s a d d e d t o t h e b a c k o f t h e h o u s e .

*
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The wood shingle roof was replaced with asphalt roof shingles. Asbestos
shingles covers the wood-slat weather board siding. A porch was added
across the entire front of the double house and later enclosed with slat
jalouise windows. The old shutters were removed and new shutters were
positioned by all of the windows on both sides of the double house. The
properties have always been kept in prime condition.

John . Calder , the builder of the double house , is listed on the 1850 Census
as a carpenter , age 28, born in Maryland. His wife ' s name was Mary and
their were three children - Martha age 6, Mary age 4 , and John Cookman
age 2 years. John owned other properties in St. Georges and it is not
known whether he lived on this property or another. It is known Mary had
died before 1871 and he had remarried to Harriet

James Lyle was listed on the 1860 Census as age 36 and a labourer.
1864 Provost Marshall General's Bureau for Civil War Enrollment lists

His wife's name was Catherine

The

him as a Lime Agent , born in Pennsylvania ,

and their were two children in 1850 - Josephine age 5 and Alexander age 7
months.
Enrollment

(Census Records and 1864 Provost Marshll Civil War
Hall of Records Dover)
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J O H N A T H O N D A N I E L T O N E Y ( a l i a s T H O N Y )
H O M E P R O P E R T Y

W h e n J . D . T o n e y , M i l l w r i g h t , b o u g h t t h e M i l l H o u s e P r o p e r t y o n
A u g u s t 6 , 1 7 2 4 , t h e r e w o u l d h a v e b e e n n o o t h e r b u i l d i n g s o n t h e W e s t
s i d e o f n o w M a i n S t r e e t , f o r m e r l y M i l l D a m R o a d , e x c e p t f o r b u i l d i n g s
t h a t w e r e o n t h e l o c a t i o n o f w h a t l a t e r b e c a m e J o h n S u t t o n ' s B r i c k H o t e l
a n d S t e a m b o a t H o t e l f e a t u r e d i n B o o k # 2 B u i l d i n g s a n d H o m e s o f S t . G e o r g e s
b y G l a d y s B. L e s t e r .
S i n c e t h e G r i s t W a t e r M i l l w a s r e f e r r e d t o a s a M i l l h o u s e t h e m i l l e r a n d
h i s f a m i l y w o u l d h a v e l i v e d i n t h e b u i l d i n g. M r . T o n e y d e c i d e d t o b u i l d
a h o u s e a n d c h o s e t h e l o c a t i o n t o b e t h e h i l l u p f r o m; t h e m i l l o n t h e
w e s t s i d e o f t h e r o a d o r s t r e e t . I t ' s n o t k n o w n e x a c t l y w h e n h e b e g a n
b u i l d i n g b u t p r o b a b l e t o h a v e b e e n s o o n a f t e r b u y i n g t h e m i l l p r o p e r t y .
I t i s k n o w n t h e h o u s e w a s a o n e a n d o n e -h a l f s t o r y f r a m e h o u s e . T h e r e
w a s a b r i c k k i t c h e n , s m a l l b r i c k s m o k e h o u s e a n d c a r r i a g e h o u s e o n t h e
p r o p e r t y . ( N.C .C o O r p . C r t . K — 1- 4 6 — 1 8 1 1 L- 1- 2 7 0
D E l a w a r e H i s t o r y A p r i l 1 9 7 0 V o l . X I V # 1 p a g e 6 8 )

H i g g i n s M e m i o r s

A c c o r d i n g t o r e c o r d s t h i s h o m e w a s a l w a y s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e m i l l
p r o p e r t y u p u n t i l a b o u t t h e y e a r 1 8 2 8 w h e n t h e l a n d o n t h e w e s t s i d e o f
t h e s t r e e t s t a r t e d t o f o r m l o t s . T h e f r a m e d w e l l i n g h o u s e a n d o t h e r
b u i l d i n g s t h e r e o n b o u n d e d b y t h e p u b l i c s t r e e t a n d b y l a n d s o f J o h n
S u t t o n ( B r i c k H o t e l ) w a s n o t e d a s l o t # 7 o n o r p h a n c o u r t r e c o r d s . T h e
n o w M e r c h a n t G r i s t M i l l w a s l i s t e d, b y i t s e l f
( N.C .C o . O r p . C r t . B k . N - 1 8 2 8 - 1 8 3 1-p g. 4 4 -

a s l o t # 1 4 .
& -9 - 1 8 2 8 )
?

I n t h e y e a r 1 8 1 1 t h e h o m e a n d b u i l d i n g s w e r e r e f e r r e d t o a s b e i n g a t t a c h e d
w i t h t h e G r i s t -M i l l a n d a l l i n b a d r e p a i r . J e s s e D u s h a n e o c c u p p i e d t h e
p r e m i s e s a n d p r o b a b l y w a s t h e m i l l w r i g h t f o r t h e m i l l . A t t h i s t i m e i t
m e n t i o n s t w o o t h e r l o t s n e a r b y w h i c h w a s a b l a c k s m i t h s h o p a n d t h e o t h e r
l a n d a s b e i n g u n d e r g r o u n d r e n t t o W i l l i a m W . H a s l e t . T h e b l a c k s m i t h
s h o p l o t w a s t h e o n l y l o t e v e r s o l d o f f b y J. D . T o n e y a n d w i f e E l i z a b e t h
t o A n d r e w C a n n o n , a h a t t e r , o n M a y 1 7 , , 1 7 4 3 a n d l a t e r b e c a m e t h e p r o p e r t y
O f A b r a h a m V a n d e g r i f t , B l a c k s m i t h . ( N . C .C o . O r p . C r t . K - 1 -p g . 4 6 — 1 8 1 1
D o v e r H a l l o f R e c o r d s )I

: 'lliA t t h e t i m e o f w r i t i n g h i s w i l l
l i v i n g o n t h i s p r o p e r t y .
I n h i s w i l l h e b e q u e s t t h e p r o p e r t y t o h i s d a u g h t e r , E l i z a b e t h D u s h a n e ,
w h o h a d m a r r i e d I s a a c D u s h a n e a n d d e s c r i b e s i t a s a l l m y p r e s e n t d w e l l i n g
h o u s e , o u t h o u s e s a n d l a n d s a n d l o t s w i t h t h e s e a p p u r t e n a n c e s t h e r e u n t o
b e l o n g i n g o r a d j o i n i n g l y i n g o n t h e w e s t s i d e o f t h e s t r e e t o r h i g h w a y
p a s s i n g t h r o u g h t h e t o w n o f S t . G e o r g e s . A l s o t h e w i l l t e l l s o f t h i s
p r o p e r t y b e i n g o p p o s i t e t o l a n d h e h a d b o u g h t o f W m . G o r f o r t h w h i c h w a s
t h e H o w a r d O t h o s o n H o u s e a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t a n d f e a t u r e d i n B o o k # 3 -
B u i l d i n g s a n d H o m e s o f S t . G e o r g e s -G l a d y s B. L e s t e r -W m . G o r f o r t h ' s
T h r e e A c r e s .

M a r c h 1 2 , 1 7 4 8 , J. D. T o n e y t e l l s o f
H e d i e d o n A p r i l 6 , 1 7 4 8 . ( N . C . C o . W i l l s D o v e r )

J

L )ill

m

ill r
ff . f A

E l i z a b e t h T o n e y ( T h o n y ) a n d h e r d a u g h t e r , M a r y , p r o b a b l y
i t j_ s n0 1 k n o w n w h e n E l i z a b e t h d i e d b u t p r o b a b l y i n t h e
h i s i s w h e n J . D . T o n e y ' s w i l l w a s p r o b a t e d . T h e d a u g h t e r

T h e r e i s n o i n d i c a t i o n

r e m a i n e d l i v i n g
t h e h o m e

as. p this1 1'
E l i z a b e t hm a r r i e d S a m u e l A l r i c h c i r c a 1 7 5 1 .
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After Elizabeth Toney Dushane ' s death all of her properties were sold
at public auction including the mill land property. John Laroux bought
it all and deeded one-half to Enoch Thomas and upon Laroux 1 s death his
half also went to Enoch Thomas. It is not known if any of Enoch 's
descendants occuppied the former Toney Home but quite possible. When
Margaret Thomas ( osborne) received the property around the year 1822
the home and buildings were still on the former Toney Lot.

Through research on deeds of this lot and adjoining lots it is known the
house was still there on 5-17- 1844 and occuppied by Nathaniel Covington .
In October of 1855 it was occuppied by Andrew K. Neilson.
( N.C.Co. Deed B- 10-242--1844 B- 10239--1855 Dover )

The deed of March 25 , 1873, for $750, when Margaret Osborne , now a widow
sold the lot to the trustees of the Presbyterian Church , indicates the
house was still there. The trustees probably had the house and out-
buildings still standing destroyed to give more open space for the
Presbyterian Manse and Church. ( N.C.Co. Deed A-10-457-- 1873 Dover )

but the 1881 HopkinsThe home is shown on the Beers Atlas - page 115
Atlas - Page___LliL__ > shows the house missing.

The lot is now owned by Marc A. Hynson and Linda C. Ely. They purchased
the lot from the New Castle Presbytery on March 15 , 1988. They enclosed
the property with a modern picket type fence.
( N.C.Co. Deed Bk 672 - page 295 1988 Rec. of Deeds Wilm.)

i
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C i r c a 1 9 1 0 H o u s e B u i l t 1 8 5 6P o s t C a r d S c e n e

J o h n W . O s b o r n e a n d w i f e M a r g a r e t T h o m a s O s b o r n e o n O c t o b e r 1 8 , 1 8 5 5 , f o r
$ 3 0 0 , s o l d a l o t o f l a n d t o t h e t r u s t e e s o f t h e S t . G e o r g e s P r e s b y t e r i a n
C h u r c h f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f b u i l d i n g a c h u r c h M a n s e . T h e M a n s e w a s b u i l t
i n t h e y e a r 1 8 5 6 . I t w a s a b o x l i k e f r a m e h o m e w i t h a f l a t r o o f , b u t ,
t h e t h i c k c u r v e d b r a c k e t s a r o u n d t h e r o o f c o r n i c e , p l u s a n d e l e g a n t
f r o n t p o r c h w i t h m u c h s c r o l l w o r k , e s p e c i a l l y o n t h e f r o n t p i l l a r s , a n d
a l o n g w i t h w e l l p l a c e d w i n d o w s a d o r n e d w i t h p a n e l e d a n d l o u v e r e d s h u t t e r s
t h e h o m e w a s q u i t e p r e s t i g i o u s
u p i n t o t h e e a r l y 1 9 6 0 ‘ s , t h e n i t b e g a n t o d e t e r i o r a t e . T h e f r o n t p o r c h

I a n d s h u t t e r s w e r e r e m o v e d. A s b e s t o s s i d i n g w a s p u t o v e r t h e o r i g i n a l
w e a t h e r b o a r d . A p o r c h w a s a d d e d t o t h e b a c k a n d l a t e r e n c l o s e d . A t
o n e t i m e a m a t c h s t i c k s l a t f e n c e w a s a c r o s s t h e f r o n t o f t h e p r o p e r t y .

>
T h e M a n s e w a s w e l l k e p ti n a p p e a r a n c e .

T h e l a s t p e r f o r m a n c e a s a c h u r c h m a n s e w a s a c h u r c h s e r v i c e h e l d t h e r e
o n F e b r u a r y 2 4 . 1 9 3 5 . T h e c h u r c h n e x t d o o r h a d b e e n c o n d e m n e d a n d t h e
N e w C a s t l e P r e s b y t e r y d i s b a n d e d t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n , b u t , a b o u t t e n p e o p l e
f a i t h f u l t o t h e c h u r c h a r r a n g e d t h e f i n a l s e r v i c e h e l d i n t h e m a n s e .
T h e N e w C a s t l e P r e s b y t e r y s o l d t h e M a n s e a n d l o t n e x t t o i t f o r $ 5 0 , 0 0 0
o n M a r c h 1 5
t h e p r o p e r t y .

1 9 8 8 , t o M a r c A H y n s o n a n d L i n d a C . E l y .
( N . C .C o D e e d B k . 6 7 2

T h e y r e s i d e o n
1 9 8 8 R e c . o f D e e d s W i l m . )

>
P 9 - 2 9 5
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f o r $2 5 0 J o h n W . O s b o r n e a n d h i s w i f e M a r g a r e t A n n
a r e l i g i o u s c o r p o r a t i o n

a n d t h e p r e s e n t t r u s t e e s : J o h n S u t t o n , W m . J . H u r l o c k
J o h n 0 . C l a r k , T h o m a s J . H i g g i n s , R o b e r t R h o a d s , J o h n , M c W h o r t e r la n d J,
P h i l i p R e y b o l d , J r . . T h e d e e d e d l o t w a s t a k e n f r o m a p a r c e l o f a l a r g e r
t r a c t o f f o u r a c r e s . T h e l o t d e e d e d w a s p r e c i s e l y O n e -h a l f a c r e o f l a n d
a n d n o m o r e . ( N , C , C 0 . D e e d B- 1 0-2 4 2-- 1 8 4 4 R e c o r d e d O c t . 4 , 1 8 7 3 D o v e r
a n d R e c . o f ‘ D e e d s W i l m . )

O n M a y 1 7 , 1 8 4 4
g a v e a d e e d t o S t . G e o r g e s P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h
o f N e w C a s t l e C o .

>

)f ram
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A b r i c k c h u r c h w a s t o b e b u i l t o n t h e l o t a n d a c o n t r a c t w a s d r a w n u p
f o r a c o m p l e t i o n d a t e o f N o v e m b e r 2 0
c o m p l e t e d u n t i l J u l y o f 1 8 4 5 .
t h e c h u r c h . H e d i d n o t f u l f i l l t h e a g r e e m e n t a n d t h e t r u s t e e s o f t h e
c h u r c h f i n i s h e d t h e w o r k . I t ’ s p r o b a b l e t h e a c t u a l s t r u c t u r e w a s c o m p l e t e

w i t h t h e i n s i d e

T h e b r i c k c h u r c h w a s n o t1 8 4 4 .5

E d w a r d A l l e n w a s t h e c o n t r a c t o r t o b u i l d

b u i l d i n g ?'
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T h e b r i c k c h u r c h r e p r e s e n t s a G r e e k R e v i v a l S t y l e ,

b r i c k a d d i t i o n w a s a d d e d t o t h e b a c k , c i r c a 1 8 5 3 - 5 4
A p l a i n s q u a r e

f o r a s a b b a t h s c h o o l .
T h e f i r s t w i n d o w s w e r e c l e a r g l a s s . A r o u n d 1 9 0 4 -0 5 t h e y w e r e r e p l a c e d
w i t h b e a u t i f u l s t a i n g l a s s w i n d o w s m a d e i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , P e n n s y l v a n i a
b y W i l l i a m R e i t h. )

A t a l l w o o d e n s t e e p l e g r a c e s t h e r o o f a b o v e t h e e n t r a n c e . I t i s n o t
k n o w n i f t h i s w a s i n t h e c o n t r a c t w h e n b u i l d i n g t h e c h u r c h o r a d d e d l a t e r .
I t i s k n o w n R e v e r e n d J a m e s H o w h a d a b e l l i n s t a l l e d d u r i n g h i s p a s t o r a t e
i n t h e n e w c h u r c h w h i c h w a s f r o m 1 8 4 5 t o 1 8 5 5 . R e v e r e n d H o w h a d b e g a n
h i s p a s t o r a t e i n 1 8 3 0 i n t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h l o c a t e d i n w h a t i s n o w
S t . G e o r g e s C e m e t e r y . L a r g e r e c t a n g u l a r s l a b s o f g r a n i t e f o r m s t e p s
t o e n t e r t h e f r o n t d o o r s a n d v e s t i b u l e o f t h e c h u r c h. A s m a l l w o o d e n
k i t c h e n, i n t h e 1 9 4 0 ' s , w a s a d d e d t o t h e b a c k o f t h e c h u r c h.> >

o f t h e i n t e r i o r o f t h e c h u r c h b u t t h e r eN o e a r l y p i c t u r e s a r e a v a i l a b l e
a r e s t a i r w a y s o n b o t h s i d e s o f t h e v e s t i b u l e l e a d i n g . t o a b a l c o n y o v e r
t h e v e s t i b u l e . D o o r s o n e i t h e r s i d e o f t h e f r o n t v e s t i b u l e w a l l l e a d
i n t o t h e s a n c t u a r y a i s l e s f l a n k e d o n b o t h s i d e s b y p e w s . T h e o r i g i n a l
p e w s w e r e r e p l a c e d b u t t h e p i p e o r g a n y o u v i e w o n t h e p u l p i t i s t h e
o r i g i n a l , c i r c a 1 8 9 0 , a n d h a d t o b e h a n d p u m p e d t o p r o d u c e a i r n e e d e d
f o r t h e p i p e s t o m a k e m u s i c .

t

IS t e e l b e a m s a r e s e e n u p t h e o u t s i d e o f t h e b r i c k c h u r c h w a l l s . T h e
w a l l s , s t a r t e d t o b u l g e f r o m t h e w e i g h t o f t h e r o o f a n d h e a v y c a s t b e l l
i n t h e b e l l- t o w e r a n d s t e e p l e . T h e b e a m s d i d n o t c o n t r o l t h e b u l g i n g
m o v e m e n t . V i b r a t i o n o f l a r g e t r u c k s c r o s s i n g t h e o v e r h e a d b r i d g e b e h i n d
t n e c h u r c n w a s a l s o d e t e r r e n t t o t h e b u l g i n g p r o b l e m .

if I
T h e D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c W o r k s o f N e w C a s t l e C o u n t y

s e n t a N o t i c e o f U n s a f e S t r u c t u r e , r e v e a l i n g m a n y s t r u c t u r a l d e f i c i e n c i e s
T h e N e w C a s t l e P r e s b y t e r y a n d J a n C r o s s l a n d

O n M a r c h 2 1

O n m a r c h 1 1 9 8 4 >
)

R e v e r e n d J o h n O l d m a n
t h e c o u n t y b u i l d i n gC l e r k o f t h e S t . G e o r g e s S e s s i o n . 1 9 8 41
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inspector placed a building comdenmation notice on the door ordering
the building closed .

Members of the church , plus residents , and former residents of the area
rallied together to try to find a solution to save the church building
from demolition. The first successful move being , the building was
placed on the National Regsiter of Historic Places.

By the year 1985 The St. Georges Historical Society was formed ,

were in progress with the New Castle Presbyery to buy the church .
T a l k s

The historical society worked legally and diligently toward the goal of
the building becoming a town museum. By January 1986 the society
received tax -exempt status from the Internal Revenue Service. Many func
raising events were held , plus grants and private donations toward
procurement of a deed from the New Castle Presbytery.

By October of 1987 bids and proposals were being accepted to correct tne
structural damage and do restoration work. At the end of October 1936
or early November 1988 , New Castle County Offcials issued the church
building a Certificate Of Occupancy , and the Notice of Comdenation , wnicn
had hung on a side door of the church building for over four years
was removed .

>

)

Today the St . Georges Historical Society Building and Museum contains
a library plus memorabilia and artifacts relating to the St . Geores area .
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It s been a hot day at theX

beach—jammed with wall to wall
| people. ' You’ve been fighting

your way through the Sunday
night traffic when you start over
the St. Georges Bridge. Coming
down the bridge you see a famil-
iar landmark—the brightly lit
steeple on the brick church and
think to yourself
home.”

“almost

This familiar landmark may soon
be lost without your help. For
139 years it has stood as a bea-
con for weary travelers—from
those on horseback, in coaches

$

Ys and wagons, through the present
day parade of -cars, vans, busses

•jw.

:

and trucks. The building has
been declared unsafe and could
be condemned for demolition.

YOUR HELP IS URGENT-
LY NEEDED TO PREVENT
THIS FROM HAPPENING.
PLEASE HELP . . . . . . Send1

: your donations to: >'.
y

• P.0. BOX 207, ST. GEORGES, DELAWARE 19733
v
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BLACKSMITH LOT
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Look ing no r thwes t on the Wes tSummer 2000Scene
S ide o f Ma in S t ree t f rom the B lacksm i th Shop Lo t t o
Commodore Mac Donough Schoo l .
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Second Blacksmith Shop
Built Circa - 1915
Scene - Circa 1945-46

When Herb Gibbons owned the shop.
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B L A C K S M I T H L O T
C a l h o u n a n d S u t t o n

S t e w a r t - H e i s e l - C a l h o u n - Q u i n n - G r a y - M a r t i n

A p a r c e l o f g r o u n d b i n d i n g t o t h e n o r t h o f t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h
P r o p e r t y w a s d i v i d e d t o b e c o m e t h r e e l o t s o f l a n d . R e f e r t o d i a g r a m .
T h e B l a c k s m i t h L o t # 2 a d j o i n i n g t h e c h u r c h w h e n s o l d b y J o h n a n d

1 8 5 2 ,
( N . C .

M a r g a r e t T h o m a s O s b o r n e , f o r $2 5 , t o J a c o b S t o l l
a b o u t 1 1 2 f e e t a l o n g C i i n c o n ( M a i n ) S t r e e t a n d 1 6 8 f e e t d e e p .
D e e d K -6 - 1 4 6-- 1 8 5 2 ) ~

M a r c h 2 5 w a s
C o .f

L o t # 1 a d j o i n i n g n o r t h t o t h e B l a c k s m i t h S h o p L o t w a s s o l d b y J o h n
a n d M a r g a r e t T . O s b o r n e t o D a n i e l S t e w a r t , f o r $ 1 2 5 , o n M a y 1 3 , 1 8 4 7
b e i n g 3 6 f e e t b y 1 6 4 f e e t . ( N . C . C o . D e e d V-5- 1 0 4 -- 1 8 4 7 )

I n t h e y e a r 1 8 5 0 W m . J . H u r l o c k b r o u g h t j u d g e m e n t a g a i n s t D a n i e l
S t e w a r t a n d w i f e E l i z a b e t h a n d L o t # 1 w a s s o l d b y S h e r i f f I s a a c G r u b b
t o J o h n A . J o h n s o n f o r $2 5 0 a n d a d e e d g r a n t e d o n J u n e 1 2
( N . C . C o . D e e d I -6- 3 1 -- 1 8 5 0 )

1 8 5 0 .

J o h n J o h n s o n o n M a y 2 5 , 1 8 5 2 , f o r $7 0 0 , s o l d L o t # 1 t o J a c o b S t o l l .
T h e p r i c e i n d i c a t e s a h o m e h a d b e e n b u i l t o n t h e l o t b e t w e e n 1 8 5 0 a n d
1 8 5 2 . ( N . C . C o . D e e d K -6- 1 4 5-- 1 8 5 2 ) J a c o b h a d p r o b a b l y b o u g h t t h e
h o u s e s o h e a n d h i s w i f e w o u l d h a v e a h o m e n e a r t o w h e r e h e w o u l d
b u i l d h i s w h e e l w r i g h t a n d b l a c k s m i t h b u s i n e s s , o n l o t # 2 . A f t e r t e n
y e a r s i n b u s i n e s s J a c o b a n d h i s w i f e L o u i s a f o r $ 3 , 5 0 0 o n A p r i l 4 , 1 8 6 3
s o l d t h e B l a c k s m i t h a n d H o m e l o t t o D a n i e l S t e w a r t . ( N . C . C o . D e e d
T — 7 — 1 — 1 8 6 3 )

D a n i e l S t e w a r t r e m a i n e d i n t h e b u s i n e s s a l i t t l e o v e r t h r e e y e a r s . H e
a n d h i s w i f e M a r y E l i z a b e t h , f o r $ 3 0 0 0 , s o l d l o t s # 1 a n d # 2 o n
A u g u s t 4 1 8 6 6 t o J o s e p h H e i s e l . J o s e p h w a s a B l a c k s m i t h . H e l i v e d i n
t h e h o m e o n L o t # 1 p r o b a b l y m a k i n g i m p r o v e m e n t s t o b o t h t h e h o m e a n d
b u s i n e s s p r o p e r t y a s t h e p r i c e o f $3 0 0 0 i n d i c a t e s a d e c l i n e i n p r o p e r t y
w o r t h a s b o t h p r o p e r t i e s w e r e $3 , 5 0 0 i n 1 8 6 3 . J o s e p h H e i s e l w a s i n t h e
b l a c k s m i t h b u s i n e s s f o r m a n y y e a r s . O n M a r c h 1 , 1 8 9 5 J o s e p h a n d w i f e
M a r t h a d e e d e d t h e t w o p r o p e r t i e s t o T h o m a s . H e i s e l a n d o n N o v e m b e r 1 1 ,
1 8 9 6 T h o m a s d e e d e d t h e p r o p e r t i e s t o H e r b e r t H e i s e l a n d o n N o v e m b e r 2 ,
1 8 9 7 H e r b e r t d e e d e d t h e t w o p r o p e r t j. e s b a c k t o T h o m a s i n t r u s t f o r t h e i r
m o t h e r M a r t h a d u r i n g h e r n a t u r a l l i f e w i t h T h o m a s a s T r u s t e e t o c o l l e c t
r e n t s ( N . C . C O . D e e d s T - 1 6- 2 1 4 - - 1 8 9 5d i s p o s e o f p r o p e r t y e t c .

- 1 8 9 6 U - 2 0 - 3 2 3-- 1 8 9 7 )
i n f a i l i n g h e a l t h a n d l e g a l l y p r e p a r i n g f o r t h e
w e l f a r e . J o s e p h H e i s e l d i e d i n t h e y e a r 1 9 0 6 .
h i s f a t h e r a n d c a r r i e d o n t h e b u s i n e s s f o r a t i m e .

E - 1 7-
- 4 4 9 T h i s i n d i c a t e s J o s e p h H e i s e l m a y h a v e b e e n

c a r e o f h i s w i f e ' s
H e r b e r t H e i s e l h a d h e l p e d

ii'

M a r t h a H e i s e l o n F e b r u a r y 2 7 , 1 9 0 9 d i r e c t e d h e r s o n T h o m a s , t r u s t e e , t o
s e l l a p a r t o f t h e B l a c k s m i t h S h o p L o t t o G e o r g e F . V i n c e n t f o r $ 1 0 0 0 .
T h e s i z e o f l o t # 2 w a s n o w o n l y 7 7 f e e t 6 i n c h e s a c r o s s t h e f r o n t i n s t e a d
o f 1 1 2 f e e t . T h i s l e f t a v a c a n t l o t o f 3 5 ? f e e t b e t w e e n l o t # 1 a n d
l o t # 2 . ( N . C . C o . D e e a C-2 2-3 0 6-- 1 9 0 9 ) M a r t h a d i e d i n t h e y e a r 1 9 1 1 .

- LV

M r . V i n c e n t w a s k n o w n a s a w h e e l w r i g h t a n d h o r s e s h o e r a s w e l l a s s e l l i n g
f a r m i m p l e m e n t s . H e h a d b o u g h t a h o m e a n d p r o p e r t y u p t h e s t r e e t i n t h e
y e a r 1 9 0 7 .

s t o r y b u i l d i n g
H e i m p r o v e d t h e B l a c k s m i t h S h o o a n d m a d e i t i n t o a t w o - .|"

l a t e r c o m p l e t e l y d e s t r o y e dT h e t w o - s t o r y b u i l d i n g w a sf
4: ::7; “
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by fire ,

back of the lot
fire it would be less threatening to surrounding buildings.
Vincent and wife Emma moved to Ostiga
buildings thereon to Herbert D. Gibbons
(N .C.Co. Deed E-29-371 -- 1920)

A new ground level one-story building was built to the very
probably with the thought if there was ever another

George
New York. They sold the lot with

for $1000 , on December 20 , 1920.
1

y J

Mr . Gibbons had worked in the business for the Heisel ' s and George
Vincent. He remained in the business until around the year 1941 .
lot and business remained vacant for many years.
Herbert Gibbons and his wife Rebecca the deteriorated shop and lot
were sold to Mr. and Mrs. Francis Sutton , neighbors to the lot.
Sutton demolished the building and the blacksmith lot is vacant .

The
After the death of

Mr.

LOT # 1
The home of the Heisels and vacant lot #3 was sold on June 14 , 1911 by
Thomas B. Heisel and wife Frances , for $1 ,200 , to William W. Calhoun.
Martha Heisel had died March 13, 1911. William and wife Emma resided
on the property. They sold the small vacant lot #3 to their son
William R. Calhoun , for $200 , on December 12 , 1922. (K- 1 -584-- 1922)11 J

William R. Calhoun immediately built a store home on the lot and was
inbusiness until the 1930's. He had a gasoline pump in front and sold

Medicinal Productsgas and oil products as well as Groceries
and Farm Produce.

Dry Goods
He had operated his business across the street

> J

before moving to this new storehome.

1940 sold a small parcel of land
to the State of Delaware for the new overhead bridge

On June 19
Mr . Calhoun sold the property to Francis Orlando Sutton

The home has been well preserved and
still carries the lines of the period in which it was built.

from' the backMr. Calhoun on June 7 )

of the property
to be built over the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal ,

for $3 ,800
and wife Thelma Laura Sutton.

1942 >

J

(
l{ lI •

A '

I W
\ Calhoun and Sutton House:: -

Winter 1992Scene

House Built 1923

%
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L o t # 1
d e a t h s
m e m b e r s w e r e F l o r e n c e C . T r u i t t

T h e h o m e o f W m . W . a n d E m m a C a l h o u n w a s s o l d a f t e r t h e i r
b y f a m i l y m e m b e r s f o r $ 1 , 5 0 0 o n S e p t e m b e r 1 5 , 1 9 3 4 . S u r v i v i n g

w i d o w , W m. R . C a l h o u n a n d w i f e S u s a n F .
F l o r e n c e C . G o l t a n d h u s b a n d N o b l e . T h e y s o l d t h e h o m e t o R o b e r t a n d
E l i z a b e t h Q u i n n . ( E - 3 9-2 0 9 - - 1 9 3 4 )

T h e Q u i n n ' s r e s i d e d o n t h e p r o p e r t y . M r s . E l i z a b e t h Q u i n n , w i d o w , s o l d
t h e h o m e a n d l o t o n M a y 4 1 9 4 0 t o t h e S t a t e o f D e l a w a r e f o r t h e n e w
b r i d g e r i g h t r i g h t -o f - w a y . M r s . Q u i n n ' s h u s b a n d , R o b e r t , w a s o n e o f
t h e b r i d g e t e n d e r s o n t h e o l d m e t a l l i f t b r i d g e t h a t c r o s s e d t h e C h e s a -
p e a k e a n d D e l a w a r e C a n a l a n d l o s t h i s l i f e o n J a n u a r y 1 0 , 1 9 3 9 w h e n t h e
W a u k e g a n c o l l i d e d i n t o t h e b r i d g e , k n o c k i n g t h e b r i d g e a n d t h e t e n d e r s
q u a r t e r s , l o c a t e d o n t h e b r i d g e , i n t o t h e c a n a l w a t e r .
T h e S t a t e o f D e l a w a r e d i d n o t d e s t r o y t h e Q u i n n H o m e . T h e s t a t e o n l y
u s e d a b o u t 3 9 f e e t o f l a n d a c r o s s t h e b a c k o f t h e p r o p e r t y . T h e S t a t e
s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o H a r r y L . a n d A n n i e G r a y f o r $ 1 , 4 8 0 o n J u n e 2 7 , 1 9 4 1 .
M r G r a y h a d b e e n a s t o r e m e r c h a n t i n t h e t o w n . T h e G r a y ' s r e s i d e d o n
t h e p r o p e r t y . T h e r e a r e n o e a r l y p i c t u r e s o f t h e h o m e .
T h e h o u s e i s n o w o w n e d b y J o s e p h H . M a r t i n I I I . H e c o m p l e t e l y g u t t e d
t h e i n s i d e o f t h e h o u s e . A l u m i n u m s i d i n g w a s a d d e d t o t h e o u t s i d e
w a l l s c o v e r i n g a l l w i n d o w s e x c e p t f o r t h o s e i n t h e f r o n t . O n l y t h e r e c -
t a n g u l a r s h a p e o f t h e e a r l y h o u s e r e m a i n s , p l u s a d d i t i o n s a d d e d t o
t r i e b a c k u s e d a s w o r k s h o p s .

Br.arirt E Hm

DEALER IN

PhONE ?•. * '

19@/St. Georges, Del.p
/ •

' 3 J ',-/

"pr- :

~ k /

% if
•C.;?
‘yM

i ;!£%

V,"'1

C l a r a S . G r a y V MC o u r t e s y



52

GOTTLIEB STREINGER PROPERTY

Edward LesterCirca 1918
family in the picture

John Osborne and wife Margaret Ann Thomas Osborne sold the property to
Gottlieb Streinger July 27, 1848 for $277.50. The lot was in the shape
of and L and a large size. See page _59 . There was no mention of
a building in the deed . ( N.C .Co . Deed B-6- 104-- 1 848)

Gottlieb Streinger died November 15 , 1862, age 49 , intestate leaving his
wife Sophia R., a son Charles T . and wife Caroline. Gottlieb had came
from whittenburg Germany. He was a shoemaker according to 1850 anc 1860
census records. His only child , Charles , was age 16 , on the 1860 census
and was and apprentice shoemaker. It is not known exactly how long tne
family stayed in St . Georges after Gottlieb ' s death , but , by December

1871 they were in Philadelphia , Pennsylvania and had sold the property
in St . Georges to Albert N . Sutton for $ 1 , 800. The price indicating
improvement to the property since 1848 , but , still no mention of a
building on the site . ( N .C . Co. Deed - 0-9-302-- 1871 Dover )

)

)>

?•

)

18 J5

)

h.

Albert N . Sutton and wife Susanna Laws Sutton for $ 1 , 850 , on March 25
1873 , sold the property to James Lyle , known as a labourer and Lime
Agent

s
)

<

J a mes Lyle and wife Catherine C . for $ 1 , 800 , on December 17 , 1877 , soro
the property to Edwin W . Jester . Mr . Jester was a druggist in St . Georges
and also postmaster in the years 3- 19- 1869 to 6-22- 1885 and also from
3- 30- 1889 to 4-3- 1893. Edwin W . Jester and wife had a judgement of $ 1 , 0 00)

o r more brought against them by George W . Miller in Superior Court anc
Sheriff I . Paul Gillis on September 21 , 1895 , at public sale , sola the
property for $ 1 , 152 to Mattie (Calhoun ) Jones. No mention of buildings

fj-X — 16 -36 — 1895 Dover )Deed A - 11 -393-- 1877:
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M a t t i e ( M a r y ) J o n e s , b o r n D e c . 2 5 , 1 8 4 8 , w a s t h e d a u g h t e r o f J o h n W .
a n d A n n C a l h o u n . H e r f a t h e r w a s a f a r m e r i n t h e a r e a . O n M a r c h 7 , 1 8 7 8
M a t t i e m a r r i e d T h e o d o r e J o n e s , a f a r m e r o f W r a n g l e H i l l . T h e o d o r e w a s
b o r n A u g u s t 1 9 , 1 8 4 2 , t h e s o n o f W i l l i a m J o n e s a n d S a r a h B o w e r s J o n e s ,
o f B o w e r s v i l l e a n d W r a n g l e H i l l . T h e o d o r e , w h e n 2 0 y e a r s o f a g e , w a s
o n e o f t h e f i r s t t o e n l i s t w h e n C a p t a i n C h a r l e s C o r b i t a n d H e n r y R e y b o l d
r a i s e d C o m p a n y C o f t h e 1 s t B a t t a l i o n D e l a w a r e C a l v a r y , a t t h e b e g i n n i n g
o f t h e C i v i l W a r . T h e C a l v a r y s d a y c a m e o n J u n e 2 9 , 1 8 6 3 a t W e s t m i n s t e r
M a r y l a n d ; j u s t b e f o r e t h e b a t t l e o f G e t t y s b u r g .
G e n e r a l J . E . B . S t u a r t w a s i n t h e W e s t m i n s t e r a r e a w i t h h i s m e n t o
j o i n G e n e r a l L e e a n d p o s i t i o n h i s m e n f o r t h e b a t t l e o f G e t t y s b u r g
4 0 m i l e s a w a y . A r o u n d 4 p . m ., t h e D e l a w a r e S e n t i n e l r e p o r t e d t h e e n e m y ;
S t u a r t ' s m e n w e r e i n t h e t o w n a n d u p o n t h e m . C a p t a i n C o r b i t a n d h i s
c a l v a r y t r o o p s c h a r g e d d o w n t h e s t r e e t w i t h s a b r e ' s d r a w n . T h e y a t t a c k e d
t h e e n e m y a t f u l l s p e e d , r o l l i n g t h e e n e m y b a c k a t p o i n t o f c o n t a c t .
D u r i n g t h i s c h a r g e T h e o d o r e J o n e s w a s s h o t t h r o u g h t h e b r e a s t a n d l u n g ,
t h e c o n i c a l b u l l e t l o d g i n g u n d e r t h e s k i n o f h i s b a c k . H e w a s c a r r i e d
i n t o a n e i g h b o r s h o u s e a n d w i t h t e n d e r n u r s i n g c a r e a n d g o o d m e d i c a l
a t t e n t i o n w a s s a v e d f o r f u t u r e u s e f u l n e s s .
C o r b i t ' s h o r s e d u r i n g t h e a t t a c k w a s s h o t i n t h e f o r e h e a d a n d d r o p p e d
d e a d . W i t h C a p t . C o r b i t s t a n d i n g w i t h t h e d e a d h o r s e b e t w e e n h i s l e g s ,
S t u a r t ' s m e n h e l d c a r b i n e s a t h i s c h e s t y e l l i n g " S U R R E N D E R " . H e d i d
s u r r e n d e r . H i s m e n w e r e t a k e n p r i s o n e r s . S o m e m e n h a d m a n a g e d e s c a p e
a n d r o d e b a c k t o w a r d B a l t i m o r e , M a r y l a n d a n d w i r e d t o W a s h i n g t o n f o r
h e l p a n d G e n e r a l A l f r e d P l e a s o n t o n w a s s e n t t o i n t e r c e p t S t u a r t .
B e c a u s e o f t h e s h a r p n e s s a n d f o r c e o f C a p t . C o r b i t ' s a t t a c k , S t u a r t
t h o u g h t h e h a d s t r u c k a h e a v y f o r c e . H e t o o k t i m e t o h a n g a r o u n d a n d
t o c o u n t e r m a n d . T h i s g a v e G e n . P l e a s o n t o n t i m e t o g e t i n t o p o s i t i o n t o
a t t a c k a n d t h e n e x t d a y w h e n S t u a r t t s t r o o p s m o v e d o u t , P l e a s o n t o n
a t t a c k e d S t u a r t ' s t r o o p s a t H a n o v e r J u n c t i o n , P e n n s y l v a n i a a n d w o n t h e
b a t t l e . A l l D e l a w a r e P r i s o n e r s w e r e p a r o l e d a n d s e t a t l i b e r t y . I t i s
n o t e d b e c a u s e - o f t h e a t t a c k o f C a p t . C o r b i t ' s D e l a w a r e C a l v a r y a t t h e
t o w n o f W e s t m i n s t e r , h e p r e v e n t e d G e n e r a l S t u a r t j o i n i n g w i t h G e n e r a l L e e
a t G e t t y s b u r g a n d t h e r e a s o n G e n e r a l L e e l o s t t h e B a t t l e o f G e t t y s b u r g .
T h e o d o r e J o n e s a n d M a t t i e l i v e d i n t h e h o m e o n t h i s p r o p e r t y . H e w a s
p o s t m a s t e r i n S t . G e o r g e s
P u b l i c a n d t r e a s u r e r o f T h e S t . G e o r g e s C e m e t e r y C o .
A p r i l 1 2 , 1 9 1 7
w i f e a n d p a r e n t s .
r e s i d i n g i n M a r s h a l l t o n , D e l a w a r e a t t h e t i m e o f h e r d e a t h o n
F e b r u a r y 1 7 , 1 9 4 5 , a g e 9 7 . T h e i r w e r e n o c h i l d r e n .

1 9 0 4 — 1 9 1 4 , a J u s t i c e o f t h e P e a c e , N o t a r y
H e d i e d o n

a g e 7 4 , a n d i s b u r i e d i n S t . G e o r g e s C e m e t e r y b y h i s
M a t t i e l e f t t h e a r e a s o o n a f t e r h i s d e a t h a n d w a s

M a t t i e J o n e s , w i d o w , f o r $ 3 0 0 0 s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y o n F e b r u a r y 2 0 , 1 9 2 0
t o E d w a r d L e s t e r .. T h e d e e d s t a t e s - t w o l o t s w h i c h i n c l u d e d t h e a d-
j o i n i n g l o t t o t h e n o r t h o f t h i s p r o p e r t y b e i n g 2 0 ' 6 " x 8 4 ' 6 " w h i c h
h a d c o n t a i n e d a o n e r o o m f r a m e s h o p a n d . a l s o o w n e d b y M a t t i e . T h i s i s
t h e f i r s t d e e d t h a t m e n t i o n e d, b u i l d i n g s a l t h o u g h t h e r e i s k n o w l e d g e
b u i l d i n g s w e r e o n t h e p r o p e r t y . E d w a r d L e s t e r a n d f a m i l y l i v e d o n t h e
P r o p e r t y . ( N . C . C o D e e d F -2 9 - 2 5 6 - - 1 9 2 0- D o v e r ) D e l a . H a l l o f R e c o r d s
M i c r o f i l m M i d d l e t o w n T r a n s c r i p t 3 - 2 1 - 1 9 1 7 - ( T h e o d o r e J o n e s N . C . C o M g .
v o l . 5 2 p g . 2 7 6 - - 2-2 5 - 1 8 7 8 B o n d M g . E v e r y E v e n i n g C o m m e r c i a l V o l . 8 2
p g 1 9 8 - - 3 - 7 - 1 8 7 8 ) ( D o v e r - D e a t h C e r t . # 2 2 4 - 4 - 1 2- 1 9 1 7 T . J o n e s - -
D e a t h C e r t . # 5 4 9--2- 1 7 - 1 9 4 5 M . J o n e s 1 8 5 0 C e n s u s ) ( D e l a . H i s t o r y -
O c t o b e r - 1 9 6 9 - V o l . 1 3 # 4 H i g g i n s M e m i o r s - p g . 3 2 6-3 2 7 H i s t o r i c a l
S o c i e t y o f D e l a . )
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Scene - Early 1950' s
Streinger House

Burrell and Kathryn Crompton
Residence

On May 31 , 1940 the State of Delaware bought the land and buildings for
the right-of-way for the new overhead bridge. Mr. Edward Lester had
passed away and his widow , Mary Groves Lester , son , William E. Lester
and wife MoHie , daughter , Florence L. Nelson and husband John , and
daughter Bessie K. Bendler reluctantly sold the land feeling the home
would be destroyed. (N .C.Co. Deed Z-41 - 113— 1940 Dover)

The home was not destroyed but a wide stretch of land across the back
was used for the bridge right-of-way.
On June 27 , 1941 , for $1 ,780 , The State of Delaware sold the property
to William Burrell and Kathryn R. Crompton. The lot had lost the L
shape and had new demensions which included a part of the former Hill
property next door. The former frontage of the lot was about 56 ' and
now was 131.67'. The back line i- a ' 163.63 ’. The depth had been 163 ’
and was now 98.39 ’ .

W . Burrelland Kathryn lived on the property the remainder of their
lives and made many changes inside and outside of the house. Dormers
were removed from the attic and the front porch removed. New siding
was put on. (N.C.Co Deed N-42-535--1941 -Dover)
After the death of Kathryn Roberts Crompton family members sold the
property to Marvin and Jennifer Roberts. (No relation to Kathryn)

Burrell and Kathryn were residents of the town since childhood and
were active members of the community. Burrell held positions in the
St. Georges Trust Company as well as Wilmington Trust Company when the
two bank companies merged. Kathryn was known for her good humor , quick
wit and compassion for people. Two sons , John and James and family live
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in the area. A son , W. Burrell , Jr lives elsewhere.J >

M a rvin and Jennifer Roberts added a porch across the front of the house.
They resided in the house for a time but a job transfer took them to
a northern state.
Patterson.

The property was sold to Roger McCall and Wendy

v ' }!

~w--—VX‘• * <

JfZ --' .y

2000 Residence of Roger McCall - Wendy PattersonScene - Summer

Research to date the house begins around November 23 , 1811 after the
death of Enoch Thomas on May 30, 1811 and all of the mill property went
to his son Nathan. Nathan's guardian , Jacob Vandegrift , made a report
of Enoch Thomas's estate to N. C. CO. Orphan Court. ( Bk-K pg. A6— 1811
Hall of Records Dover ) The land on the west side of now Main Street
was still open except where a school house lot had been laid off from
The Andrew Cannon plot acquired by E. Thomas around the year 1800
which was a one-quarter lot with a frame house and shop occuppied by
Robert Clark in good repair bringing in rent of $20 per year , and a
lot with brick house thereon unfinished with log kitchen and blacksmith
all in good repair bringing $50 per annum. One open lot next to this
on ground rent to Wm. W. Haslet at $5 per year, being 60 foot by 90 foot .
The year 1811 excludes any division to the later , Gottlieb Strienger
lot , or a building thereon.

)

-VNathan Thomas died intestate on December 10 , 1822.
his daughter Margaret Ann Thomas.
August 20 , 1824 pgs. 329-333)

The property went to
( N.C.Co Orp Crt .L — 1819- 1824 dat «-
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S c e n e A p r i l 1 9 9 6 O w n e r s - M a r v i n a n d
J e n n i f e r R o b e r t s

T h e A u g u s t 2 0 , 1 8 2 4 e v a l u a t i o n o f M a r g a r e t A n n T h o m a s ' s l a n d s m e n t i o n s
# 7 l o t o f l a n d o n g r o u n d r e n t t o W m. W . H a z l e t t n o w a b o u t 7 5 ' X 9 0 ' a t
$5 . 6 0 p e r y e a r . I t ' s p r o b a b l e t h i s n o w i n c l u d e s t h e l o t w i t h t h e
f r a m e h o u s e a n d s h o p , m e n t i o n e d i n 1 8 1 1 o c c u p p i e d b y R o b e r t C l a r k . T h e
n e x t l o t # 8 b o r d e r i n g # 7 i s d e s c r i b e d a s o n e l o t , o n g r o u n d r e n t , t o
A l e a n d e r P o r t e r a b o u t 1 0 ' o r 1 2 ' f r o n t a g e r u n n i n g b a c k 2 0 ' o r 2 5
$2 . 0 0 p e r y e a r .

1
>

A J u l y 1 8 2 8 O r p h a n C o u r t R e c o r d o n c e a g a i n d e s c r i b e s d i v i s i o n s o f N a t h a n
T h o m a s l a n d a s h i s w i d o w M a r g a r e t N. , r e m a r r i e d t o S a m u e l W o o d l a n d a n d
h e w e n t i n t o o r p h a n c o u r t t o s e e k w i d o w d o w e r s r i g h t s f o r h i s w i f e a n d
s e l f . L o t # 7 7 5 ' X 9 0 ' i n 1 8 2 4 i s n o w i n 1 8 2 8 l o t # 1 2 w i t h a h o u s e
t h e r e o n a n d i n t e n u r e o f J o h n S u t t o n . L o t # 8 i n 1 8 1 1 i s n o w L o t # 1 3
o n w h i c h A l e x a n d e r P o r t e r h a d e r e c t e d a s t a b l e ,
a l l o t e d t o t h e s t a b l e l o t
S t r e i n g e r b o u g h t t h e l o t , i n 1 8 4 8
m e n t i o n e d i n t h e d e e d , i t i s t h e b e l i e f h e w a s r e n t i n g
a d j o i n i n g l o t # 1 2 w h i c h c o n t a i n e d a h o u s e a n d s h o p .
b u y i n g t h e l o t # 1 3 r e n o v a t e d t h e s t a b l e i n t o a s m a l l t w o -s t o r y s h o p
a n d h o m e c o m b i n e d a n d l i v e d t h e r e a s t h e i r w a s o n l y h e. h i s w i f e , a n d
s o n . T h e 1 8 6 8 B e e r s A t l a s s h o w s a s m a l l r e c t a n g u l a r b u i l d i n g o n h i s
l o t n e x t t o t h e f r a m e s h o p a n d h o u s e m a r k e d M r s . J a c k s o n . S e e p g . 1 1 5 .

M o r e l a n d h a d b e e n
b u t P o r t e r o n l y r e n t e d t h e l o t . W h e n G o t t l i e b

w i t h t h e s t a b l e , e v e n t h o u g h i t ' s n o t
i n 1 8 4 8 , t h e

G o t t l i e b , a f t e r

)J

)

n
W h e n t h e p r o p e r t y w a s s o l d a f t e r G o t t l i e b ' s d e a t h t o A l b e r t N . S u t t o n
f o r $ 1 , 8 0 0 i n 1 8 7 1 i t c e r t a i n l y i n d i c a t e s i m p r o v e m e n t s a s G o t t l i e b o n l y
p a i d $ 2 7 7 . 5 0 f o r t h e p r o p e r t y i n 1 8 4 8 . A l b e r t S u t t o n s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y
f o r $ 1 , 8 5 0 i n 1 8 7 3 t o J a m e s L y l e . T h e p r i c e s h o w s n o i m p r o v e m e n t s .
I t ' s e v i d e n t L y l e d i d n ' t m a k e i m p r o v e m e n t s a s i n 1 8 7 7 , f o r $ 1 ,8 0 0 , s o l d
i t t o E d w i n W . J e s t e r . M r . J e s t e r c a n p r o b a b l y t a k e c r e d i t f o r t h e
a d d i t i o n t o G o t t l i e b s s t a b l e h o m e .

. ? ;
fljhpip-table w o u l d h a v e b e e n t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e b u i l d i n g w h i c h w a s t h e r e
i n t h e y e a r 1 8 2 8 . G o t t l i e b r e n o v a t e d i t i n 1 8 4 8 a n d E d w i n J e s t e r a d d e d

$
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t h e l a r g e a d d i t i o n , c i r c a 1 8 7 8 , i n c l u d i n g t h e a t t i c w i t h d o r m e r w i n d o w s .
O u t b u i l d i n g s w e r e p r o b a b l y b u i l t o n t h e l o t b y J e s t e r ' s , J o n e s ' s , a n d
L e s t e r ' s . T h e J o n e s ' s a n d M r . L e s t e r p r o b a b l y a d d e d t h e p o r c h e s a n d
e n c l o s e d t h e s i d e p o r c h f o r k i t c h e n o r s h e d a r e a e t c . .
B u r r e l l C r o m p t o n i n t h e 1 9 5 0 ' s r e m o v e d t h e d o r m e r w i n d o w s , s h u t t e r s , a n d
t h e f r o n t p o r c h - a d d i n g a n e w m o d e r n p o r c h a c r o s s t h e e n t i r e f r o n t o f
t h e h o u s e . L a t e r h e r e m o v e d t h e p o r c h a n d p u t j u s t a n d a l c o v e a b o v e
t h e ' f r o n t d o o r . M a r v i n a n d J e n n i f e r R o b e r t s p u t a l u m i n u m s i d i n g a n d
s h u t t e r s o n t h e o u t s i d e a n d a l s o p u t a p o r c h b a c k a c r o s s t h e f r o n t .
A f t e r m u c h r e n o v a t i o n t h e h o u s e s t i l l r e t a i n s i t s s i z e a n d s h a p e a s
w h e n s o l d i n t h e y e a r s 1 8 9 5 a n d 1 9 2 0 .
( J u l y 1 8 2 8 N . C . C o. O r p h a n C o u r t R e c o r d N -1 8 2 8- 1 8 3 1 p g s . 4 4 - 4 5 D o v e r
H a l l o f R e c o r d s- L e s t e r F a m i l y H o m e a n d C r o m p t o n H o u s e P i c t u r e -
C o u r t e s y o f F l o r e n c e L e s t e r N e l s o n )
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S c e n e - A p r i l 1 9 9 6 G o t t l i e b S t r e i n g e r H o u s e
R e s i d e n t s - M a r v i n a n d J e n n i f e r R o b e r t s

f
I

T h i s s i d e v i e w s h o w s t h e s m a l l s i z e o f t h e o r i g i n a l b a c k s e c t i o n o f
t h i s h o u s e .
f o u n d a t i o n f o r t h e f r o n t s e c t i o n ,

t h e o r i g i n a l f i r e p l a c e t h a t f l a n k e d t h e o u t s i d e w a l l o f t h e o r i g i n a l
b u i l d i n g , w h i c h a c c o r d i n g t o r e c o r d s b e g a n a s a s t a b l e .

N o t i c e t h e o l d s t o n e f o u n d a t i o n t h a t j o i n s t h e n e w
T h e b a c k c h i m n e y l e a d s u p f r o m
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Scene - Summer Year 2000

This little storage shed belonging to Roger Me Call sits on the
to his lot he

Circa 1743-44
Levi Clark was another

X 84'6" lot sold to Edward Lester to adjoin
bought in the year 1920.
had a one room Hat Shop on the small lot.
hatter in the area to use the shop.

20 t

At one time Andrew Cannon

Other trades were also carried on in the little shop.
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A N D R E W C A N N O N P L O T

J o h n D . T o n e y a n d w i f e E l i z a b e t h , d u r i n g h i s o w n e r s h i p o f t h e M i l l
P r o p e r t y , o n M a y 1 7 , 1 7 A 3 , s o l d o f f a l o t f o r 5 l b s . 1 0 s h i l l i n g s t o
A n d r e w C a n n o n w h o s e o c c u p a t i o n w a s a H a t t e r . 7

)

T h e d e e d d e s c r i b e s t h e l a n d - a c e r t a i n l o t t o r p i e c e o f l a n d s c i t u a t e
l y i n g a n d b e i n g a t S t . G e o r g e s B r i d g e . B e g i n n i n g a t a c o r n e r s t a k e
w h e r e t h e N e c k R o a d j o y n e s t h e K i n g ' s R o a d l e a d i n g f r o m N e w C a s t l e t o
N o x o n t o n , b y A n d r e w J u b a r t ' s l a n d e t c . . ( W o r d s s p e l l e d a s i n d e e d ) T h e
K i n g ' s R o a d w a s a r o a d c o m i n g i n t o S t . G e o r g e s f r o m n o w K i r k w o o d a n d
j o i n i n g M a i n S t r e e t . T h e N e c k R o a d w a s w h e r e C o c k ' s ( C o x ' s ) N e c k R o a d
c a m e d o w n t h r o u g h A n d r e w . J u b a r t ' s p r o p e r t y . T h e r e a r e s o m e m e a s u r e m e n t
d i s c r e p a n c i e s i n t h e d e e d a s w e l l , a s i t c l a i m s t o b e o n e -q u a r t e r a c r e .
L a t e r d e e d s s h o w i t w a s a t h r e e-q u a r t e r a c r e p l o t . ( N . C . C o . D e e d -
N 4 1 - 5 6 0- - 1 7 A 3 D o v e r )

T h e r o a d p o s i t i o n s , i n t h e 1 7 A 3 d e e d , o f c o u r s e , a r e n o t w h a t y o u s e e
t o d a y i n t h a t a r e a o f t h e t o w n . T h e l a n d o n t h e e a s t s i d e o f M a i n S t r e e t
w a s s t i l l a l l o p e n l a n d a s A n d r e w J u b a r t ' s p r o p e r t y o n t h a t s i d e o f t h e
s t r e e t w a s n o t d r a w n u p i n t o l o t s u n t i l t h e y e a r 1 7 A A .

T h e C a n n o n P l o t b e c a m e d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e l o t s .
B e e r s A t l a s 1 8 6 8
h o u s e .
i s w h e r e A n d r e w . C a n n o n b u i l t h i s h a t s h o p ,
r o o m s h o p .

T h e y a r e m a r k e d o n t h e
a s M r s .- J a c k s o n a n d M r s . O s b o r n e l o t s b y t h e s c h o o l

1 1 5.>
T h e s m a l l b u i l d i n g o n t h e l o t o f M r s . J a c k s o n

I t w a s a l a r g e f r a m e o n e
S e e p a g e

A n d r e w C a n n o n , w h o d i e d i n t h e y e a r 1 7 8 5 , h a d s o l d t h e l o t b e f o r e t h e
y e a r 1 7 6 2 t o T h o m a s G l e n n, a s h o p k e e p e r , w h o a l s o o w n e d f a r m l a n d i n t h e
a r e a . N o r e c o r d e d d e e d c a n b e f o u n d o n t h i s t r a n s a c t i o n.
T h o m a s G l e n n b u i l t a h o u s e o n t h e p r o p e r t y . H e d i e d i n t e s t a t e i n t h e
y e a r 1 7 6 2 o r 1 7 6 3 . M a r y G l e n n , h i s w i d o w , a n d M i c h a e l D u s h a n e b e c a m e
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s a n d t h r o u g h N e w C a s t l e C o u n t y O r p h a n ' s C o u r t s e t t l e d t h e
e s t a t e. C o u r t r e c o r d s s h o w T h o m a s G l e n , a s h o p k e e p e r , a t t h e t i m e o f
d e a t h h a d a m e s s u a g e a n d l o t o f g r o u n d i n t h e t o w n o f S t . G e o r g e s . H i s
f a r m l a n d s a n d l o t h a d t o b e s o l d . I t ' s p r o b a b l e T h o m a s a n d M a r y G l e n
l i v e d o n t h e p r o p e r t y . C o r n e l i u s K i t t l e ( K e t t l e ) a f a r m e r i n t h e a r e a
b o u g h t t h e l o t a t p u b l i c a u c t i o n o n J a n u a r y 1 7
M a r y G l e n n. D e e d S e c o r d e d J u l y 1 0
O r p. C r t D- 1-9 0-- 1 7 6 3--p g s . 1 0 1 -

\i), jif i1, " ' I,J £ _ (
j /

M a r y G l e n n r e m a r r i e d t o A n t h o n y D u s h a n e . M a r y a n d A n t h o n y s o l d t h e
p r o p e r t y o n M a y 9 , 1 7 7 0 t o A b r a h a m V a n d e g r i f t , a B l a c k s m i t h. ( N . C . C o .
D e e d Z - 1-2 3 9-- 1 7 7 0 D o v e r ) H e. b u i l t a b l a c k s m i t h s h o p , b a r n a n d a
k i t c h e n o n t o l o t w h i c h a l r e a d y h a d a h o u s e a n d s h o p . A b r a h a m d i e d
a r o u n d t h e y e a r 1 7 8 0 l e a v i n g a m i n o r s o n A b r a h a m J r . . C h r i s t o p h e r
V a n d e g r i f t b e c a m e t h e v g u a r d i a n t o A b r a h a m t o h a n d l e t h e e s t a t e . ( O r p .

T h e r e c o r d s o n p a g e 3 0 9 s h o w t h e p r o p e r t y
1 0 s h i l l i n g s a y e a r . N e c e s s a r y r e p a i r s n e e d e d i n

t h e d w e l l i n g h o u s e l o w e r r o o m w e r e a n e w b r e s t f r o m t h e c h i m n e y t o
s t a i r c a s e a n d s t a i r s . T h e d o o r n e e d s t h r e e p a n e s o f g l a s s . U p s t a i r s -
o n e s a s h w i n d o w n e e d e d . I n t h e l o d g i n g r o o m o f t h e u p p e r f l o o r o r a t t i c ,
t h e b o a r d s b e j o i n e d a n d n a i l e d d o w n . T h e l o d g i n g r o o m o n t h e u p p e r f l o o r
w o u l d h a v e h a d i t s o w n s m a l l s t a i r w a y a n d u s e d f o r t h e s e r v a n t s o r t h e
h i r e d h a n d s . T h e k i t c h e n i s i n m i d l i n g r e p a i r . T h e w e l l t owWm*

1 7 6 A a n d s o l d i t b a c k t o
N . C . C O .)

( N . C .C o . D e e d B- 2- 6 7 51 7 6 5 .
1 1 A - 1 A 8 D o v e r )

N . C . C o . F- 1 7 7 8 - 1 7 8 0 D o v e r )
b e i n g r e n t e d a t 1 3 l b s .
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6 1

7h a v e a n e w c u r b a n d t h e w a l l r a i s e d 1 8 i n c h e s w i t h b r i c k . T h e w a l l o f
t h e c e l l a r r e p a i r e d. T h e s t a b l e t o b e m o v e d f u r t h e r b a c k o n t h e l o t
a n d u n d e r p i n e d w i t h s t o n e a n d a f e w c l a p b o a r d s n e e d e d o n t h e e a s t e n d .
T h e s m i t h s h o p n e e d s s o m e n e w l o g s a n d a n e w o a k r o o f o n t h e n o r t h s i d e .
T h e w h o l e l o t w h i c h c o n t a i n s t h r e e q u a r t e r a c r e s t o b e e n c l o s e d w i t h
P o s t a n d R a i l F e n c e o f O a k T i m b e r . A p r i l 4 , 1 7 8 4 /

!I

P a g e 4 7 4 o f t h e o r p h a n c o u r t r e c o r d s r e p o r t s t h e l o t a s t h r e e-q u a r t e r
a c r e s w i t h d w e l l i n g h o u s e a n d k i t c h e n , a n d a m o r t g a g e t a k e n o n t h e
p r o p e r t y i n t h e y e a r 1 7 7 6 b e r e n e w e d f o r A b r a h a m V a n d e g r i f t J r . .

i

O r p h a n C o u r t r e c o r d s o n A u g u s t 1 6 , 1 7 9 4 s h o w t h a t C h r i s t o p h e r V a n d e g r i f t
g u a r d i a n , r e c e i v e d r e n t m o n e y a n d t o a l l o w i t f o r r e p a i r s . F o u r g l a s s
p a n e s f o r t h e d w e l l i n g h o u s e d o w n s t a i r s , o n e p a n e o f g l a s s u p s t a i r s , t w o
p a n e s f o r t h e t a i l o r s h o p . T h e f i r e p l a c e i n t h e h o u s e a n d k i t c h e n t o b e
r e p a i r e d . T h e p a l i n g ( f e n c e ) a r o u n d t h e l o t t o b e r e p a i r e d. T h e w a l l
a r o u n d t h e w e l l t o b e r a i s e d o n e f o o t w i t h b r i c k . T h e c u r b t o b e r e-
p a i r e d. T h e w o r k t o b e d o n e a t t h e d e s c r e t i o n o f t h e g u a r d i a n. T h e
c o u r t a p p r o v e d t h e w o r k o n N o v e m b e r 1 6 , 1 7 9 7 . ( N . C .C o . O r p . C r t . H - 1 -
1 3 1 8- 1 5 - 1 7 9 4 D o v e r )

I t w o u l d b e w e l l t o s a y t h a t g u a r d i a n s c h o s e n , b y c o u r t , t o r e p r e s e n t
c h i l d r e n o f d e c e a s e d p a r e n t s w e r e h e l d a c c o u n t a b l e f o r f u n d s , r e p a i r s
e t c . t o t h e c o u r t . C h i l d r e n w e r e c a l l e d o r p h a n s , t h e n , u n t i l t h e y r e a c h e d
t h e a g e t w e n t y - o n e . E s t a t e s h a n d l e d b y g u a r d i a n s c o u l d e i t h e r p r o v i d e
e f f e c i e n t l y f o r t h e i r c l i e n t s , o r s o m e t i m e s c a u s e e s t a t e s t o f a l l i n t o
r u i n a n d e v e r y t h i n g l o s t .
T h e l a s t t a x a s s e s s m e n t o n t h i s p r o p e r t y f o r C h r i s t o p h e r V a n d e g r i f t ,
g u a r d i a n , w a s i n t h e y e a r 1 7 9 8 . B y t h e y e a r 1 8 0 1 t a x a s s e s s m e n t r e c o r d s
l i s t e d t h e p r o p e r t y i n t h e n a m e o f E n o c h T h o m a s . N o r e c o r d e d d e e d w a s
f o u n d o f t h i s t r a n s f e r t o E n o c h T h o m a s .
A s p r e v i o u s l y . w r i t t e n i n t h e G o t t l i e b S t r e i n g e r p r o p e r t y ; r e s e a r c h i n
1 8 1 1 s h o w s t h e E n o c h T h o m a s p r o p e r t y g o i n g t o h i s s o n N a t h a n . S i n c e
N a t h a n w a s c o n s i d e r e d a m i n o r , J a c o b V a n d e g r i f t w a s h i s g u a r d i a n . T h e
1 8 1 1 o r p h a n c o u r t s h o w s t h e p r o p e r t y a s b e i n g d i v i d e d i n t o p a r c e l s . A
b r i c k h o u s e u n f i n i s h e d w i t h l o g k i t c h e n a n d b l a c k s m i t h o n o n e p a r c e l
a n d f r a m e-h o u s e a n d s h o p o n a n o t h e r p a r c e l . N a t h a n T h o m a s d i e d D e c e m b e r
1 0 , 1 8 2 2 a n d t h e p r o p e r t y w e n t t o h i s d a u g h t e r M a r g a r e t A n n T h o m a s w h o
l a t e r m a r r i e d t o J o h n W . O s b o r n e . T h e u n f i n i s h e d b r i c k h o u s e m e n t i o n e d
i n t h e 1 8 1 1 o r p h a n c o u r t r e c o r d w a s b e i n g b u i l t a l o n g s i d e o f t h e l o g
k i t c h e n . A 1 9 0 9 - 1 2 c i r c a p i c t u r e s h o w s t h a t t h e k i t c h e n w a s l a t e r
a t t a c h e d t o t h e b r i c k h o u s e a n d w o o d e n c l a p b o a r d s i d i n g c o v e r e d t h e l o g s .
T h e b r i c k s w e r e c o v e r e d w i t h a c e m e n t s i d i n g . T h e 1 8 6 8 B e e r s A t l a s
s h o w s t h e d i v i s i o n l i n e o f t h e t w o b u i l d i n g s .

(J M a r g a r e t O s b o r n e , w i d o w , o n N o v e m b e r 2 2 , 1 8 9 5 , f o r $ 1 0 0 , s o l d t h e p i e c e
o r p a r c e l o f l a n d w i t h t h e f r a m e h o u s e a n d s h o p t o M a t t i e J o n e s . T h i s
w a s t h e f r a m e h o u s e - a n d s h o p m e n t i o n e d i n t h e e a r l y o r p h a n c o u r t r e c o r d s
i n 1 7 9 4 . A f t e r E n o c h T h o m a s r e c e i v e d t h e p r o p e r t y i n 1 8 0 1 i t ' s p r o b a b l e
h e m a d e a d d i t i o n s a n d r e p a i r s a s w h e n h i s s o n N a t h a n r e c e i v e d t h e
p r o p e r t y i n 1 8 1 1 t h e p r o p e r t y w a s b e i n g t e n a n t r e n t e d. T h e 1 8 6 8 B e e r ' s
A t l a s s h o w s t h e h o u s e a s b e i n g t w o h o u s e s j o i n e d t o g e t h e r w i t h a b l a c k \itve,
d i v i s i o n b e t w e e n t h e t w o b u i l d i n g s . ( N . C . C o D e e d Y - 1 6 - 4 3 0- - 1 8 9 5 D o v e r )
T h e B e e r s A t l a s p a g e 1 1 5 s h o w s t h e p a r c e l a s t w o l o t s w i t h t h e n a m e
M r s . J a c k s o n o n t h e l o t s . M r s . J a c k s o n n e v e r o w n e d t h e p r o p e r t y . S h e
w a s a t e n a n t i n t h e h o u s e a n d l i v e d t h e r e u n t i l h e r d e a t h . T h e o t h e r

t h e s h o p w h i c h h a d b e e n u s e d
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b y h a t t e r s , t a i l o r s a n d s h o e m a k e r s . M a t t i e J o n e s c o n t i n u e d t o r e n t t h e
d o u b l e h o u s e t o M r s . J a c k s o n . M a t t i e a n d h e r h u s b a n d T h e o d o r e J o n e s
s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y w i t h b u i l d i n g t h e r e o n , f o r $ 7 5 , t o G e o r g e T . H i l l o n
M a r c h 1 3 , 1 9 0 2. T h e p r i c e i n d i c a t e s t h e h o u s e w a s n o t i n t h e b e s t
c o n d i t i o n . G e o r g e H i l l a n d w i f e N e t t i e m o v e d f r o m W h i t e C l a y C r e e k
H u n d r e d t o S t . G e o r g e s a n d l i v e d i n o n e s i d e o f t h e h o u s e a n d M r s . J a c k s o n
t h e o t h e r s i d e u n t i l h e r d e a t h . M r . H i l l m a d e i m p r o v e m e n t s a n d a d d e d
a p o r c h a c r o s s t h e f r o n t o f t h e t w o s t o r y , w i t h a t t i c , p l a i n c l a p b o a r d
b u i l d i n g w h i c h h a d b e g a n i n t h e y e a r 1 7 6 3 . )

G e o r g e a n d N e l l i e h a d f i v e c h i l d r e n - L u c i e , M a r i a n , M a r g a r e t t a , F r a n c i s
a n d G e o r g e . M r . H i l l d i e d S e p t e m b e r 3 0 , 1 9 1 0 a n d h i s w i d o w l i v e d o n t h e
p r o p e r t y u n t i l i t . w a s s o l d A u g u s t 1 0 , 1 9 4 0 t o t h e S t a t e o f D e l a w a r e f o r
a r i g h t o f w a y f o r t h e n e w o v e r h e a d b r i d g e . ( N . C .C o D e e d D- 4 2 - 6 0 - 1 9 4 0 )
M r .H i l l h a d d i e d i n t e s t a t e a n d t h e p r o p e r t y w a s s o l d b y s u r v i v i n g f a m i l y
m e m b e r s
M a r i a n S t e r l i n g a n d h u s b a n d E p h r i a m , M a r g a r e t t a a n d h u s b a n d F r e d e r i c k
G e o r g e C . a n d w i f e M a y . F r a n c i s H o b s o n H i l l , a s o n , h a d a l s o d i e d i n-
t e s t a t e l e a v i n g a w i f e E l i z a b e t h , s o n G e o r g e H . a n d d a u g h t e r H i l d a
G e o r g e H . h a d a w i f e E t h e l b u t H i l d a w a s s t i l l s i n g l e . F r a n c i s H . H i l l ' s
w i f e h a d r e m a r r i e d t o J o s e p h G . K a h n . T h e y w e r e a l l i n v o l v e d i n t h e
d e e d s e l l i n g t h e p r o p e r t y t o t h e S t a t e o f D e l a w a r e .

>

L u c i e J. C a n n o n a n d h u s b a n d C l e m e n tw i f e N e l l i e B l a k e H i l l Jf
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C i r c a 1 9 1 0
A d d i t i o n s i n 1 8 0 0 1 s

G e o r g e T . H i l l H o u s e
H o u s e f i r s t b u i l t i n c i r c a 1 7 6 2

1
IV

1 9 0 0 1 sJf\

The] h o u s e w a s d e s t r o y e d ,
i s a l a r g e r e c t a n g u l a r s l a b o f c e m e n t a d j o i n i n g t h e c e m e n t w a l k t h a t
w a s i n f r o n t o f t h e h o m e ,
d e e d

T h e o n l y m a r k e r t o p l a c e w h e r e t h e h o u s e s t o o d

A p a r t o f t h e H i l l p r o p e r t y w a s i n c l u d e d i n . t h e
b y t h e S t a t e o f D e l a w a r e , w h e n t h e a d j o i n i n g p r o p e r t y w a s s o l d t o

M a r v i n R o b e r t s , a f t e r
m a d e a g a r d e n a r e a b e h i n d t h e s l a b o f

W m. B. a n d K a t h r y n C r o m p t o n i n t h e y e a r 1 9 4 1 .
p u r c h a s i n g t h e C r o m p t o n p r o p e r t y J
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S u m m e r Y e a r 2 0 0 0
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M a r g a r e t O s b o r n e P r o p e r t y

v-K’V

• .•/

P i c t u r e - C i r c a - 1 9 0 9 - 1 9 1 2 F o c u s - H o u s e o n R i g h t
B r i c k C e m e n t S t u c c o p a r t o f t h e h o u s e - b u i l t i n 1 8 1 1 . T h e f r a m e

s e c t i o n b u i l t - c i r c a - 1 7 7 2
G e o r g e F . V i n c e n t - o w n e r 1 9 0 7

T h e M a r g a r e t O s b o r n e p r o p e r t y n e x t t o t h e H i l l P r o p e r t y a c c o r d i n g t o
N o v e m b e r 2 3 , 1 8 1 1 o r p h a n c o u r t r e c o r d s c o n t a i n e d a s m a l l b r i c k h o u s e
t h e r e o n u n f i n i s h e d w i t h a l o g k i t c h e n a n d b l a c k s m i t h s h o p a l l i n g o o d
r e p a i r . T h e p r o p e r t y w a s t e n a n t r e n t e d b r i n g i n g i n $ 3 0 p e r y e a r . ( N . C .
C o . O r p . C r t . K - 1 -p g. 4 6 - 4 7 D o v e r ) T h e o r p h a n c o u r t r e p o r t o f
A u g u s t 2 0 , 1 8 2 4 , # 5 , l i s t o n e b r i c k d w e l l i n g h o u s e a n d l o g k i t c h e n i n
t o l e r a b l e r e p a i r , a n d o l d b l a c k s m i t h s h o p , g a r d e n a n d y a r d p a l e d ( f e n c e d )
i n g o o d r e p a i r . T o m a k e t h i s p r o p e r t y t e n a n t a b l e i t w a s n e c e s s a r y l a s t
S p r i n g t o p u t a n e w r o o f o n t h e k i t c h e n a n d n e w p a l i n g s a r o u n d t h e y a r d
a n d g a r d e n . I t w a s s t i l l o n l y b r i n g i n g $ 5 0 p e r y e a r . ( N . C . C o . O r p . c r t
L - 1 - — 1 8 1 9 — 1 8 2 4 p g . 3 3 0 D o v e r ) T h e o r p h a n c o u r t p e t i t i o n g i v e n t o t h e
c o u r t o n J u l y 9 , 1 8 2 8 l i s t e d a s # 6 c l a i m s a l o t o f l a n d a n d b r i c k d w e l l i n g
a n d o t h e r b u i l d i n g s t h e r e o n b o u n d e d b y p u b l i c s t r e e t a n d l a n d s o f W i l l i a m
H u r l o c k . T h e l o t a l s o j o i n e d t o t h e l o g s c h o o l h o u s e . ( N . C . C o . o r p . c r t .
N - 1 8 2 8 - 1 8 3 1 - p g . 4 4 D o v e r )

A t o n e t i m e J a c o b K e i l e r , a t a i l o r , o c c u p p i e d t h e r e s i d e n c e a n d a l s o s o l d
c a n d y . A t t h e f o o t o f h i s g a r d e n s t o o d t h e o l d s c h o o l h o u s e - a l o w
u n f i t p l a c e a n d t h e w a t e r i n t h e s c h o o l p u m p - n o t g o o d . ( H i g g i n s
M e m i o r s - ( D e l a . H i s t o r y - A p r . 1 9 7 0 V o l . x i v - # 1 H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y o f
D e l a w a r e )

M a r g a r e t T h o m a s O s b o r n e d i e d i n t e s t a t e i n 1 8 9 9. T h e p r o p e r t y w e n t t o t h e
o n l y c h i l d o f M a r g a r e t a n d J o h n O s b o r n e : M a r g a r e t T . B a k e r . M a r g a r e t ,. , *w i d o w o f W i l m i n g t o n , D e l a w a r e , s o l d t h e h o u s e a n d l o t f o r $8 0 0 , o n
ApSifl 2 6 , 1 9 0 7 t o G e o r g e F . V i n c e n t ,b l a c k s m i t h , o f S t . G e o r g e s H u n d r e d .
H e r e s i d e d o n t h e p r o p e r t y a n d i n 1 9 0 9 b o u g h t t h e H e i s e l B l a c k s m i t h S h o p
j u s t d o w n t h e s t r e e t f r o m h i s h o m e . I n t h e y e a r 1 9 1 9 G e o r g e V i n c e n t a n d
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w i f e E m m a h a d m o v e d t o C o o p e r s t o w n C o u n t y , O s l e g o , N e w Y o r k . O n
D e c e m b e r 2 2 , 1 9 1 9 , f o r $ 1 , 2 0 0 t h e y s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o W i l l i a m a n d M a r y
S h i v e r y . T h e S h i v e r y ' s l i v e d o n t h e p r o p e r t y . ( N . C .C o . D e e d X
2 9 0 1 9 1 9 D o v e r )

2 8

D u r i n g t h e S h i v e r y o w n e r s h i p w h e n D u P o n t H i g h w a y e n t e r e d M a i n S t r e e t
i n t o S t . G e o r g e s , c r o s s i n g K i r k w o o d R o a d e n t r a n c e , a s h a r p c u r v e w a s
i n t h e s t r e e t . N e w m o d e r n a u t o m o b i l e s f o u n d t h e c u r v e i n t h e r o a d h a r d
t o m a n u e v e r a n d o n e o r t w o c a r s r a n i n t o t h e h o u s e . A f e n c e w a s p u t u p
t o p r o t e c t t h e h o m e b u t f r o m t i m e t o t i m e c a r s c o n t i n u e d t o h i t t h e
f e n c e c a u s i n g m a n y r e p a i r s . T h e i r w o e s o f r e p a i r i n g d a m a g e d f e n c e s a n d
f e a r o f c a r s r a m m i n g t h e h o m e e n d e d i n 1 9 4 0 . O n M a y 2 9 , 1 9 4 0 W i l l i a m
a n d M a r y S h i v e r y s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o t h e S t a t e o f D e l a w a r e f o r a r i g h t
o f w a y f o r t h e n e w o v e r h e a d b r i d g e . ( N . C .C o . D e e d Y — 4 1 — 2 2 1 - - 1 9 4 0 )

B r i d g e p i l l a r s n o w g r a c e t h e p r o p e r t y r e p l a c i n g m o m u m e n t a l o l d h o u s e s
o f t h e t o w n.

4

/

(

S u m m e r Y e a r 2 0 0 0S c e n e
4

Ji n l o c a t i o n w h e r e m o n u m e n t a l h o u s e sB r i d g e p i l l a r s
.?o n c e s t o o d .

1,4 If!I
:

M

S o m e o l d e r p i c t u r e s , p o s t c a r d s a n d c o p i e s o f o l d p i c t u r e s
a s t h e y s h o w

e n o u g h o f t h a t e r a t o b e i m p o r t a n t t o t h e b a c k g r o u n d a n d r e s e a r c h o f

N o t e : ;;;

w e r e n o t i n t h e b e s t s h a p e f o r p r i n t i n g b u t w e r e u s e dy y b|
V;t h e p r o p e r t y . A

i

!mit
! i

, h ra *
?t :1v ' - - f4 S :•

4". - I UK- sAj i



I

66

LOG SCHOOL HOUSE

The property on which the school was located was pinpointed to be in a
certain area so as to share the well water which was located on the
Enoch Thomas lot formerly the Andrew Cannon lot
bordering this property owned by Enoch Thomas ,

for the school was still surrounded by Thomas property ,

known . who .built the log school or the date it was built
the land when the deed was written on March 24

and other lands> 1

The lot of land allowed
It is not

but it was on)

1804.1

The deed will be printed in the entirety because of its information.

Deed N.C Co. D - 3 - 385 --
Dover Hall of Records

1804

This Indenture made 14th March 1804 Between Enoch Thomas and Jane , wife
of one part and John Sutton and Jessee Higgins Trustees of the Saint
Georges School of the second part. That Enoch . Thomas and Jane for
five shillings a lot of land whereon stands the Saint Georges School
House now under the direction of James Townsend , preceptor. Beginning
at the old well about twelve feet southeasterly of the corner of said
school house and from thence road running
Meeting House and the Westerly side so as to embrace a lot 60 foot by
70 foot of land including the school house and half the said old well
with privilege to take water at all times therefrom for the use of said
school. To have and to hold the said lot so above described with
Buildings and Improvements now built thereon and the use of the said
well to them the said trustees and their successor "- T rustees of said
school and to such as may at anytime hereafter be elected or created
Trustees to the only use and behoof of such Trustees for the sole
benefit of a school for Saint Georges and its neighborhood and to no
other purpose whatsoever.
Witnes- Martha Bouldin

Noah Bradshaw

)

from St. Georges to the

Enoch Thomas
Jane Thomas

After placing the lot to share the well there were problems as it seems
the water was unfit for drinking. Orphan Court records from 1784 to
1794 when the well was located on the Abraham Vandegrift property tell
of having to raise the well wall and put new curbing around it. After
Enoch Thomas procured the Vandegrift property there is no more mention
of the well or repairs in his estate records.

The Memiors of John Clark Higgins when he describes Main Street in
St if G eorges states - Beginning at the right side of the North end of
St. Georges and going south , the first house was brick. It was then
occupied by Jacob Keeler , Tailor , as his sign declared. At the foot of
his garden the old schoolhouse stood , a low and unfit place too , it was ;
and the water of the school pump not good. On the other side of the
street , Higgins states - the next house was occupied by James Jackson .
This was the former Frank Cleaver property and Edith Morris property.
The well was noted for the excellence of its water. From it- t he school
supply of water came, two boys being sent for a bucket of water when

No other complaints were made of the school and so
its purpose toward

J. C. Higgins Dela. History April 1970 V o 1.XIV // 1

t he supply ran out.
the education one received there was worth

( Memiors
Published Historical Society of Delaware)

"
education.

' Mpage 66-67
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d o H w n i n t o w n
T h e l o g s c h o o l w a s a b a n d o n e d a n d t h e p r o p e r t y

r e v e r t e d b a c k t o t h e E n o c h T h o m a s d e s c e n d e n t M a r g a r e t T h o m a s O s b o r n e .
T h e p r o p e r t y w a s i n c l u d e d w i t h t h e b r i c k h o u s e a n d b l a c k s m i t h l o t
f o r m e r l y a p a r t o f t h e A n d r e w C a n n o n a n d A b r a h a m V a n d e g r i f t l o t .

A n e w s c h o o l w a s b u i l t
a r o u n d 1 8 8 8

o f f o f B r o a d a n d C h u r c h S t r e e t syy

1 8 8 9 .
:

A

T h e s c h o o l w a s s t i l l t h e r e i n 1 8 9 3 . A f t e r t h a t d a t e t h e f a t e o f t h e
b u i l d i n g i s u n k n o w n. A M i d d l e t o w n T r a n s c r i p t , S e p t e m b e r 2 7 , 1 9 6 1
a r t i c l e t e l l s o f t h e s c h o o l b e i n g m a d e o f l o g s . S e e T r i b u t e t o M r s .
N e l l i e B . C a r r o w n e x t p a g e .
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1 9 2 8 - 2 9P i c t u r e - C i r c a
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O p e n l a n d b e h i n d t h e p r o p e r t i e s o n t h e S o u t h w e s t s i d e o f
T h e t o p o g r a p h y o f t h e a r e a i s s h o w n b e f o r e

G e o r g e s B r i d g e i n 1 9 4 0 .
W:

M a i n S t r e e t ,
t h e b u i l d i n g o f t h e o v e r h e a d S t .
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T H E M I D D L E T O W N T R A N S C R I P T

Tribute Is Paid To
Mrs. Nellie B. Carrow

does beau t i f u l need l e work — hav-
ing c roche t ed seve ra l t ab l ec lo th s ,
coun t l e s s do i l i e s, and many c ro -
che t ed and b ra ided rugs.' t o be l e f t
t o he r ch i l d r en as f ami ly he i r-
l ooms.

Mrs. Ca r row, an exce l l en t cook
in he r t ime , s t i l l f i nds p l ea su re in
cook ing and even now can p repa re
a f ine mea l , i f a l l owed , and the oc-
ca s ion a r i s e s. He r g rea t e s t de l i gh t
i s wh ipp ing up a cake! a t a s ty p i e ,
o r some “ good i e" fo r he r g rand -
son , E rv i l F r anc i s—and he has long
ago wr i t t en down he r r ec ipe fo r
mo la s se s candy made in an i ron
sk i l l e t and rece ived in s t ruc t i ons in

ed a noon t r a in in Wi lming ton and
made an ove rn igh t j ou rney a lone
to S t . Pe t e r sbu rg, F lo r i da ,

r e a sop be ing to v i s i t h e r daugh t e r
and son -in -l aw, Mr. and Mrs. N . R .
Sa r t i n and h i s f ami ly. Af t e r s t ay - :
i ng * t h r ee mon ths wi th them, she !
qu i e t l y took ano the r t r a in on Pa lm ;
Sunday and re tu rned home . When '

a sked how she made ou t on he r
t r i p she sa id , “ Ju s t f i ne. "Why I *

wa t ched the scene ry un t i l i t g r ew
da rk and then 1 go t ou t my c ro-
che t i ng.*'

The

Mrs. Ne l l i e Bur ton Ca r row was
bo rn Sep t embe r 14 , 1871, i n Wi lm -
ing ton . De l aware , he r pa r en t s hav-
ing come f rom Eng land two mon ths
ea r l i e r. She spen t he r g i r l hood
days a t ' B loomf i e rd ." a beau t i f u l
f a rm borne known as the Newton
mans ion of e igh t een rooms, l oca t ed
ju s t ou t s i de o f S t . Geo rges on the
Ki rkwood road . He r ea r l y schoo l
educa t i on was ob t a ined a t t he o ld
l’og sc noo l FTouse The re .

A t t he age oT 20. she mar r i ed Ed -
ga r Ca r row. a young man of t he

i commun i ty , and they engaged in
i f a rming in the v i c in i t y fo r many
: yea r s. Mrs. Ca r row bad s ix ch i 1-
! d r en . f i ve daugh t e r s and one son .
|They a re Mrs. Susan S iap l e fo rd
j and Mr. Gi lbe r t Bu r ton Ca r row of
S t . Geo rges; Mrs He len’ Sa r t i n , S t.
Pe t e r sbu rg. F lo r i da; Mrs. Ne l l i e

’ F ranc i s, o f nea r Tay lo r s Br idge ;
Mrs. Grace McCar thy, De l aware

' C i t y , - and Mrs. F lo r ence Kumpe l
‘ He rbe r t, S i l ve r Sp r ing, Mary l and
1

; ‘ now deceased as o f Apr i l 19 th o f
Uh l s yea r ; .
| The re a r e 10 g randch i l d r en , 8 l i v-

i ng ; 15 g rea t - g r andch i l d r en , 1 de -
cea sed ; and 3 g rea t - g r ea t g r andch i l-
d r en . mak ing ' t h i r t y-fou r descend -
an t s in a l l .

He r longev i t y , we the fami ly be -
l i eve. i s f i r s t a b l e s s ing f rom God —plus the fac t t ha t she makes l i f e
i n t e r e s t i ng
n imb le f i nge r s ; t ha t he r mind has
r ema ined a l e r t by he r in t e r e s t i n

cu r r en t even t s ; t h a t I t e r s t ep has r e -
ma ined qu i ck and ac t i ve i s t he
f ac t t ha t she en joys he r work and

a re a r t o f t a f fy pu l l i ng.
Mrs. Ca r row a l so de l i g u s in t e l l -

i ng he r g r andson Erv i l , o f t he
"Good Old T imes" she had in S t .
Geo rges long ago. How in the
days be fo r e the sh ip cana l , t he
boa t s we re pu l l ed th rough the locks
o f t he Chesapeake and De laware pu rpose [ n l i f e — a job to do and
by the tow-pa th mu le s— the o ld 'She has done i t we l l. He r love and
wooden d raw- b r idge hav ing .been
tu rned of f f o r t he boa t 's pa s sage ,
a f t e r t he b low of a wh i s t l e. Hosv
the town ’s peop l e ga the r ed to wa tch
the pas senge r-f i l l ed day and n igh t
boa t s a s they pas sed th rough the
locks— th i s be ing the “Old Er i c s-
son L ine" which made the t r i p f rom

fo r he r s e l f w i th he r

She had amak ing o the r s happy.

devo t i on to he r f ami ly i s supe rb
. He r 90th b i r t hday was qu i e t l y
obse rved , a s she wi shed i t — wi th
he r f ami ly and a f ew c lose f r i ends.
She - was the r ec ip i en t o f ma n y
ca rds and cong ra tu l a to ry messages

Ne l l i e F ranc i s
He r Daugh t e r .Ba l t imore to Ph i l ade lph i a.

How win t e r s we re win t e r s t hen ,
and snows were hugh ones. Of the
joy she had in ska t i ng f rom St .
Geo rges to De laware Ci ty o r f rom
S t. Geo rges to the r a i l r oad b r idge
when the cana l was f rozen ove r .
Of the l a rge s l edd ing and ska t i ng
pa r t i e s t ha t t ook p l ace on the i ce
wh i l e t he cana l was s t i l l f r ozen ,
and the hugh bonf i r e s bu i l t t he r e -
on to warm one’s se l f . Much
s l e igh ing was to be had , bu t t he
bes t o f a l l , was the s l e igh r ace s
wh ich took p l ace upon the i ce and
neve r f a i l ed ' t o th r i l l one’s hea r t. .

Then In the sp r ing , t he r e were
the “S t r awbe r ry Fes t i va l s" and the
hay and. s t r aw - r i de s by moon l igh t'..
And suppe r s were suppe r s then , she
sa id. Why the Odd Fe l l ows Lodge
he ld a "ten n igh t s suppe r,” whe re
each even ing you cou.l d ea t you r
f i l l and l i nge r to f cha t un t i l m id-
n igh t. / Yes, t hose were the days
a s she now . r eca l l s \ t hem. i
. She i s s t i l l a good t r ave l e r , f o r
on New Yea r’s Day, 1960, she boa rd-

Mrs. Edgar Carrow
Af te r t he dea th o f he r husband

in 1934 , Mrs. Ca r row has d iv ided
he r t ime among he r ch i l d r en. Hav-
ing been a f a rmer 's ^daugh t e r and
a f a rm wi fe , s he .{ na tu r a l l y has
chosen to spend f rom ea r ly sp r ing
un t i l l a t e f a l l w i th he r daugh t e r ,
Ne l l i e F ranc i s, on the f a rm. The
win t e r mon ths she d iv ide s wi th he r
o the r ch i l d r en , who re s ide in town.

Mrs. Nellie Burton Carrow , 96 ,
died yesterday at the Emily P,
Bissell Hospital , where she had
oeen a patient since March .

She was the widow of Edgar
Carrow , who died in 1934 . She
and her husband were engaged
in farming in the St . Georges
area for many years.

At n ine ty , she en joys ve ry good
j hea l t h and i s qu i t e ac t i ve. S ince
[.becoming a widow, she fh f i s e l e c t ed
|her se l i t he f ami ly nu r se. Any

^ member in the fami ly becoming i l l,
s he a r r i ve s, , s u i t-ca se i n 't hand , t o
nu r se Them back to "hea l t h, j ..
: She i s a i so the se l f -appo in t ed
fami ly seams t r e s s and can s t i l l s ew
a f in£ sea-m, and much of he r t ime
i s spen t in lower ing and - r a i s i ng
ihe J f ami Jy heml ine , a s f a sh ion fd i c-
t a t e s i jShe can read wi thou t g l a s se s
and i s an av id ^r eade r o f good l i t e r-
a t u r e, t he f avo r i t e be ing he r B ib l£.
She!main t a in s

A native of Lhis area , she
spent her early life on Ihe
Bloomfield Estates ,on the St,
Georges-Kirkwood Road.tSjnce
the i ; death of her husband she
had alternately made her home
with two daughters , Mrs} Nellie
Francis of Taylors Bridge and
Mrs. Grace McCarthy of Dela -
ware City.

Mrs. Carrow also is survived
b/ two other daughters , - Mrs .
Susan Siapleford of St. Georges
and ! Mrs. ‘ Helen Sartinfof St .

a fkeen j i n t e r e s t l i n
wor ld!af fa i r s!, and de l i gh t s"!to jo in
In j j t h e; f ami ly conve r sa t i on .
bands Ta re J s e ldom , id l e- '

Petersburg , Fla. ; seven grand -
children ; 15 great -grandchildren

Her
and!she

11 great -great-grandchil -and
dren .Sr
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Commodore Mac Dounough School was built during the year 1923 on
six and one-half acres of land formerly owned by Anthony Higgins but
owned at time of sale by Mary Craven and John P. Nields. (N.C.CO.
Deed P - 32 - 533 1 - 12-1924 Dover)

The original school building had a 131 foot frontage and 107 foot
width along the side , built with buff color bricks. There were seven
full size classrooms to accomodate 40 pupils in each room but under
pressure could accomodate 47 pupils to a room. The rooms were 25x72
feet. A vestibule led into and auditorium with a stage at one end
which had a 500 seating capacity. The ceiling in the auditorium was
much higher than the classrooms flanking both sides. The auditorium
would be used for school assembly purposes and will also be available
for community meetings by authority of the school trustees. Coat rooms
adjoin each classroom , and separate toilet rooms for boys and girls are
accessible from opposite sides of the auditorium. There are direct
exits from the classrooms , other than in to the auditorium. The rooms
extending off of the sides had doors leading to outside iron stairways.
Special attention was given to the arrangement of pupils. Seats and
desks with reference to light. A lunch room to seat 84 , a kitchen
lavatory and boiler room were located in the basement. Behind the
school was a matching buff brick triple garage to house the school ' s
auto-busses with a rest room built in one corner for the bus chauffeurs.
The Architect was James 0. Betelle. Builders were A . J. Taylor and
C. C. Tarburton..

>

and two omnibuses was $140 ,000The total cost for the school
which was to be borne by the Delaware School Auxiliary Association
through a trust fund created by Pierre S. DuPont.

garage)

The localities uniting in the use of the school , when open , will be
St. Georges , Red Lion , and Hickory Grove ; other communities within
a radius of six or seven miles , once the school is in full operation
and after the intial opening are expected to avail themselves of the
school facilities.

The school was dedicated on Saturday February 9
Quite a number of people arrived early to attend the Parent Teacher
Meeting and the meeting of county teachers in the morning , preceding
the dedication.
the surrounding territory creating a holiday atmosphere.

1924 at 2 p .m. . i
>

l

There was a large turnout of St. Georges residents and -

Henry P. Scott presided at the dedication held in the school auditorium.
When introducing Pierre S. duPont to the audience he jokingly suggested
that the people of Red Lion , St. Georges , and Dragon confer to Mr. duPont
the freedom of the community , including the right to fish in the canal
any week day. The audience responded their approval with a hearty
applause.

itafter expressing thanks of himself and Mrs. duPont for the
bouquet and basket of flowers which had been presented earlier in the

over this

Mr. duPont J

lb
said: "It may seem like casting a shade of gloomprogram

otherwise cheery occasion to remind you that there is a string attached
to wnat has been alluded to as the gift of this school. Not a string by
which the gift may be withdrawn , rather and obligation laid on all here
today and on all who shall see this building to exert themselves and use
all their influence to secure advantages of similar character to meet
similar situations elsewhere in Delaware.

) #
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T h e r e a r e , I u n d e r s t a n d , a t l e a s t 1 0 o t h e r l o c a l i t i e s w h e r e s u c h s c h o o l s
a r e i n d i c a t e d a t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e ; a n d a s t h e D e l a w a r e S c h o o l A u x i l i a r y
i s n o t p r e p a r e d t o b u i l d m a n y s u c h s c h o o l s , i t i s u p t o t h e p e o p l e w h o
w a n t t h e m t o u s e t h o s e i t h a s c o m p l e t e d t o d e m o n s t r a t e t o t h e m e m b e r s
o f t h e c o m i n g L e g i s l a t u r e w h a t c a n b e a c c o m p l i s h e d , a n d t o p e r s u a d e
t h e m t o a d o p t a p r o g r a m t h a t w i l l f a v o r s c h o o l b u i l d i n g a n d r e b u i l d i n g . "
" T h e L e g i s l a t u r e i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e f i n a n c e o f t h e s t a t e , a n d c a n
a u t h o r i z e b o n d i s s u e s a n d f i x c o n d i t i o n s o n w h i c h s u c h b o n d s m a y b e p a i d
o f f . I h o p e t h a t e v e r y f a c e i n t o w h i c h I a m l o o k i n g t o d a y m a y b e s e e n
a t D o v e r n e x t y e a r ; t h a t y o u w i l l b e d o i n g y o u r b e s t t o g e t b e t t e r
s c h o o l s f o r o t h e r s . Y o u c a n t e l l f r o m y o u r o w n o b s e r v a t i o n s w h e t h e r
s u c h a c o m m u n i t y s c h o o l a s t h i s i s u s e f u l a n d w h a t i t s a d v a n t a g e s a r e .
W h e r e t h e ' s t r i n g ' b i n d s y o u i s
s e c u r i n g t h e m f o r o t h e r s . T h e r e s e e m s t o b e n o r e a s o n w h y t h i s s c h o o l
s h a l l n o t s e r v e t h e n e e d s o f y o u r c o m m u n i t y f o r t h e n e x t 1 0 y e a r s ; I
h o p e i t d o e s a n d t h a t y o u w i l l b e p l e a s e d w i t h i t . "

V

A
ii

t h i s o b l i g a t i o n t o d o y o u r p a r t i n

w h i c h s e e m e dH e a r t y a p p l a u s e w a s e v o k e d b y M r . d u P o n t ' s s p e e c h
s u f f i c i e n t a s s u r a n c e t h a t h i s w i s h w a s f u l l y r e s p o n d e d t o s o f a r a s
s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h t h e n e w s c h o o l i s c o n c e r n e d .

>

*( E v e r y E v e n i n g - M o n d a y
F e b r u a r y 1 1 , 1 9 2 4 )

i
y.

T h e s c h o o l s u r p a s s e d t h e 1 0 y e a r s p r e d i c t e d . T h e s c h o o l h a s g o n e
t h r o u g h a d d i t i o n s a n d r e n o v a t i o n s . O n J u l y 1 9 , 1 9 4 0 , t h e s c h o o l l o s t
t h e n i c e f i e l d a n d s p a c e i n f r o n t o f t h e s c h o o l t o t h e S t a t e o f D e l a w a r e
f o r a n e w r o a d t o e n t e r t h e t o w n o f S t . G e o r g e s a s t h e n e w o v e r h e a d
b r i d g e t o b e b u i l t w o u l d b e t a k i n g t h e l a n d a n d o l d r o a d t h a t e n t e r e d
t h e t o w n . ( N . C . C o . D e e d

it

(

I
4v

D - 4 2- 5 8-- 1 9 4 0 D o v e r )
V

*
x

f

" - m

V

C o m m o r d o r e M a c D o n o u g h C i r c a 1 9 3 6

S o m e c l a i m e d i t w a s a g a i n s t t h e l a w t o b u i l d a s t r u c t u r e , l i k e t h e b r i d g e
t n a t c l o s e t o a s c h o o l . N o n e - t h e- l e s s t h e b r i d g e w a s b u i l t a n d t o d a y
t h e c o n t r o v e r s y i s t h a t t h e b r i d g e m a y b e d e s t r o y e d s i n c e a n e w b r i d g e
w a s b u i l t o v e r t h e c a n a l t o t h e w e s t o f t o w n . A l s o , t h e r e i s t a l k t h e

a f f s t a t e o f b e i n g o b s o l e t e i n s t r u c t u r e t o s e r v e m o d e r n
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e d u c a t i o n a n d a n e w r e p l a c e m e n t s c h o o l i s b e i n g b u i l t , o n o p e n l a n d
n e x t t o t h e G u n n i n g B e d f o r d J r . M i d d l e S c h o o l o n C o x ' s N e c k R o a d
b e t w e e n S t . G e o r g e s a n d D e l a w a r e C i t y .
T h e s c h o o l b u i l t i n S t . G e o r g e s w a s n a m e d f o r C o m m o d o r e T h o m a s
M a c D o n o u g h o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s N a v y , w h o w a s b o r n a n d l i v e d a f e w
m i l e s b e l o w S t . G e o r g e s . H e w a s b o r n i n 1 7 8 3 . H e w a s d i s t i n g u i s h e d ,
i n . t h e w o r l d , a s t h e H e r o o f L a k e C h a m p l a i n a g a i n s t t h e B r i t i s h. H e
d i e d a t s e a o f p u l m o n a r y c o n s u m p t i o n w h i l e o n h i s r e t u r n f r o m t h e
c o m m a n d o f t h e A m e r i c a n S q u a d r o n i n t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n o n N o v . 1 0 , 1 8 2 3 .
H e w a s b u r i e d n e a r M i d d l e t o w n , C o n n e c t i c u t i n R i v e r s i d e C e m e t e r y .

C o m m o d o r e M a c D o n o u g h S c h o o l
S u m m e r Y e a r 2 0 0 0
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THE LAND BELOW DELAWARE STREET

The land to the south of Delaware Street was a small part of the land
granted , by the Duke of York , to Jacob Young and by his heirs to Charles
Anderson and John Cock 's , who divided the land. They in turn sold
land to Joseph Neale. After Neale's death in early 1714 , the heir ,
Joseph Neale Jr. sold the land to David Stout. Stout sold the one acre
lot containing Neal's house to Magdalene Morgan. Three acres around the
lot were sold to John Gill. No actual deeds were recorded , but refer-

1 7A8 -ence of their ownership is made in future deeds. (Q - 1
N . C. Co. Warrant & Survey C2 #6 - 1745 Dover)

78

Magdalene Morgan. - circa 1715
It ’s probable they lived in the home as in many deeds the house lot is
referred to as John Gill's house.

married John Gill , a farmer in the area.1

Not much is known about Magdalene Morgan (Gill), but in order to buy
property in the early 1700's she would have been a lady of means. She
was educated as she could sign her name to documents. She waa involved
with the mill , being a witness to mill deeds in April and August in the
year 1713. (N.C.Co Deed N
Welsh , but parentage research was unsuccessful. In April of 1742
Magdalene (Cox) gave 97 perches of land northwest of St. Georges for
the building of a Meeting House. This plot was taken from 106 acres of
land Magdalene had acquired from John Gill. The Meeting House Land is
now a part of the St. Georges Cemetery.

361 -- 1711 Dover) The name Morgan is1

John Gill had died intestate in 1719. On October 10 , 1719 Magdalene
Gill was granted full powers to handle his estate and have all goods
and chattels etc. in the Registrar Office of New Castle County by
April 21 , 1720 and accounts etc. by October 21 , 1720. (N.C.C. Wills -
Orp. Crt. C - 1 - 146 — 1719) Dover) No further records are available
until 1744 when surveys were made and the three acres around her house
and other lands granted to her. (N.C.Co. Survey General Returns
1700 r 1776. AF #24 -- 6-22-1747
Also confirmation from Patent Authorities
Bk- A Vo1. 13 pg. 305 Or 385
Ha 111 of Records - Dover)

Warrants and Surveys C2 #7 --79
-6-22-1747 Philadelphia

Note this reference cannot be found-
y

After the death of John Gill Magdalene married Gabriel Cox. Marriage
date, unknown. Gabriel Cox was the son of John Cock 's Jr. and Rebecca
Cock ' s. Rebecca remarried to Edmund Shaw. Edmund , Rebecca and Gabriel
executors of John Cock's (Cox) Jr. , who had died in 1714 , were In 1734
involved with selling off some of the land John Cox Jr. had received
from his father. Gabriel had probably farmed the land. (N.C.Co. Deed
K - 1 - 304 — 1 —21 — 1734 Dover) After this deed there was no more mention
of Gabriel Cox in connection,!with his father'sland , only the name of
EdmundShaw. It is not known when Magdalene Morgan , Gill , Cox died
but by the year 1742 Gabriel Cox had died as deeds of that year and
thereafter referred to her as a spinster. Her name ends on deeds in
the year 1749. The date of her death and burial place are unknown.

)

f
$0

Magdalene and Gabriel lived in the house with the surrounding property
If across from the mill and near George's Creek , later named St. Georges

Creek. He was known as and Inn Holder and probably the home used as

?

and Inna A 1737 mortgage deed to John McCoole tells of Magdalene anda

I « i m V-I ,ip I itl
. . i .11 Yf
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G a b r i e l l i v i n g i n t h e h o u s e . B y N o v e m b e r 1 4 , 1 7 4 8 G a b r i e l h a d d i e d
a n d M a g d a l e n e p a i d o f f t h e m o r t g a g e o f 3 0 l b s . a n d r e c e i v e d h e r d e e d
t o t h e p r o p e r t y . ( N . C .C o . D e e d s L -1-1 6 3 —8-1 7- 1 7 3 7 Q - 1 - 5 6 - - 1 7 4 8 ) D o v e r
H a l l o f R e c o r d s . T w o d a y s a f t e r p a y i n g t h e m o r t g a g e o n N o v e m b e r 1 4 , 1 7 4 8 ;

M a g d a l e n e C o x o n N o v e m b e r 1 6 , 1 7 4 8 s o l d t h e l o t t o W i l l i a m P i p e r , a
m e r c h a n t , w h o p r o b a b l y u s e d t h e h o m e a s a s t o r e h o u s e. ( H o m e a n d s t o r e
c o m b i n e d . ( N . C .C o D e e d Q - 1- 7 8 - - 1 7 4 8 D o v e r )

I t "i s w e l l t o n o t e , a t t h i s p o i n t
b o r d e r e d t h e f o u r a c r e p l o t
e d g e o f t h e p r e s e n t C h e s a p e a k e a n d D e l a w a r e C a n a l i s l o c a t e d ,

t h e l a n d y o u s e e a l o n g t h e c a n a l t o d a y i s f i l l d i r t a n d i t i s n o t e a s y
t o r e a l i s e y o u w e n t d o w n h i l l f r o m t h e M a i n .S t r e e t a n d D e l a w a r e S t r e e t
t o g e t t o t h e c r e e k s u r r o u n d e d b y m a r s h a n d c r i p p l e .

t h a t t h e o r i g i n a l S t . G e o r g e s C r e e k1

b e i n g j u s t a b o u t w h e r e t h e
A l l o f

t o t h e S o u t h J1

W i l l i a m P i p e r h a d b o u g h t 1 0 3 a c r e s o f l a n d n e a r S t . G e o r g e s i n J a n u a r y
o f 1 7 4 4 . H e a l s o h a d b o u g h t t w o l o t s i n N o v e m b e r o f 1 7 6 3 u p t h e s t r e e t
w h i c h w e r e p a r t o f A n d r e w J u b a r t ' s p l o t p l a n o f 1 7 4 4 . W m . P i p e r d i e d
b e f o r e b u i l d i n g o n t h e t w o l o t s . H e o w n e d o t h e r p r o p e r t y i n t h e t o w n
a r e a a c c o r d i n g t o d e e d r e f e r e n c e s , b u t t h e d e e d s a r e m i s s i n g a n d p r e -
s u m e d l o s t s o t h e l o c a t i o n i s u n k n o w n. W h e n h e d i e d t h e o n l y s u r v i v o r
w a s h i s w i f e M a r g a r e t a n d s h e i n h e r i t i e d h i s e s t a t e . M a r g a r e t r e m a r r i e d
t o J o h n W a r f o r d , a m i n i s t e r , i n t h e a r e a . B y M a y 1 0 , 1 7 9 6 t h e y w e r e
l i v i n g i n t h e S t a t e o f N e w Y o r k a n d h a d g i v e n P o w e r o f A t t o r n e y t o
P e t e r H y a t t E s q u i r e , C a p t a i n W m . M e K e n n a n a n d C h r i s t o p h e r V a n d e g r i f t
t o s e l l h e r p r o p e r t i e s . ( D e e d N . C . C o . P - 2- 5 3 5--5 - 1 0- 1 7 9 6 D o v e r ) O n
J u n e 1 3 , 1 7 9 7 , f o r 6 1 l b s . 1 0 s h i l l i n g s , P e t e r H y a t t a n d W i l l i a m
M e K e n n a n s o l d t h e h o u s e a n d s u r r o u n d i n g l o t t o E n o c h T h o m a s . I t ' s
p r o b a b l e t h e n o u s e c o n t i n u e d t o b e c o n t a i n e d b y a f e n c e a n d t e n a n t
r e n t e d a n d t h e o p e n l a n d u s e d f o r c a t t l e g r a z i n g o r f a r m i n g . ( N . C .C o .
D e e d U- 2-5 3 3-- 1 7 9 7 D o v e r )

1'

if

i
E n o c h T h o m a s d i e d c i r c a
a n d m i n o r s o n N a t h a n . A f t e r t h e d e a t h o f h i s m o t h e r N a t h a n w a s t h e
s o l e h e i r . H e m a r r i e d M a r g a r e t N i v i n a n d t h e y h a d o n e c h i l d , M a r g a r e t
A n n T h o m a s t o w h o m t h e p r o p e r t y d e s c e n d e d. S h e m a r r i e d J o h n O s b o r n e .
M a r g a r e t a n d J o h n O s b o r n e g a v e P o w e r o f A t t o r n e y t o W m . J. H u r l o c k a n d
D a v i d N i v i n , i n t h e y e a r 1 8 5 7 , t o s e l l c e r t a i n p r o p e r t i e s . ( D e e d -
N . C . C o . L — 7 — 1 6 5 - 1 7 0 — 1 8 5 7 D o v e r ) T h i s p r o p e r t y w a s d e s c r i b e d a s it 2 -
A l o t o f l a n d w i t h a s m a l l h o u s e t h e r e o n s i t u a t e d i n R e d L i o n H u n d r e d
b o u n d e d b y t h e S t a t e R o a d l e a d i n g f r o m S t . G e o r g e s t o O d e s s a , a l s o b y
t h e r o a d l e a d i n g f r o m S t . G e o r g e s t o D e l a w a r e C i t y , b y l a n d o f S a m u e l
S u t t o n a n d l a n d o f H e n r y L . P e c k a r d a n d c o n t a i n i n g a b o u t 6 a c r e s o f m a r s h
a n d u p l a n d , m o r e o r l e s s . T h e C h e s a p e a k e a n d D e l a w a r e C a n a l C o . h a d
b o u g h t s o m e o f t h e l a n d b e l o w S t . G e o r g e s C r e e k w h i c h a d j o i n e d t h i s o l d
p a r c e l o f W m . P i p e r a n d a t t h a t t i m e w a s c o n s i d e r e d i n S t . G e o r g e s
H u n d r e d . W h e n t h e f i r s t c a n a l l o c k s w e r e i n s t a l l e d , c i r c a - 1 8 2 5 - 2 6 . t h e
c r e e k b e d w a s s h i f t e d a n d l a n d t h a t t h e c a n a l h a d n o t b o u g h t w a s a d d e d
t o t h i s l o t . H e n r y L . P e c k a r d o w n e d l a n d t o t h e s o u t h o f t h e c r e e k
w h i c h a d j o i n e d t o t h i s l o t i n t h e y e a r 1 8 3 9 a n d 1 8 4 2 . ( N . C . C o . D e e d
W - 1 6 — 1 9 7 — 1 8 3 9 W - 1 6-2 0 2 - - 1 8 4 2 N- 1 7 - 4 0- 4 4 -- 1 1 - 4 - 1 8 9 7 D o v e r ) A l s o
a r o u n d t h e y e a r 1 8 5 5 t h e c a n a l a n d l o c k s w e r e a g a i n s h i f t e d f u r t h e r t o
t h e s o u t h c h a n g i n g t h e p a t t e r n o f l a n d a n d f l o w o f w a t e r . S e e p a g e 7 8 •

1 8 1 1 a n d t h e p r o p e r t y w e n t t o h i s w i f e J a n eI

I

iff -

. f

1
:
II'M

Iff

fI! )

ft j. 1 / 1f
Wti

1Ii %ft l )
T h e l a r g e^l o t o f 6 a c r e s
h a d b e e n d i v i d e d ' - c o n t a i n i n g 7 l o t s 5 0

x 1 5 0 ' , f r o n t i n g o n D e l a w a r e S t r e e t a n d t h e r e s t o f t h e p r o p e r t y
s o l d t o M r . P e c k a r d b e i n a 5 a c r e s 3 a n d 2 8 / 1 0 0 p e r c h e s .

a l m o s t 7 , b e f o r e b e i n g s o l d t o H e n r y P e c k a r d
a n d o n e l o t b e i n g1mms I x 1 5 0 t

r
8 0 dW®
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Henry Peckard 's son , Edward Peckard
sold off two 25 ' x 100

later received the property and
lots fronting Delaware Street near a small

ditch emptying out into the canal. The 1881 Hopkins New Castle County
Map page i i& and 1893 Baist Atlas - page 1 1 7 shows the Peckard
(Pecard) land below Delaware Street.

New Lock built in the Chesapeake andcirca 191 AScene
Delaware. TheDelaware Canal circa 1855 St. Georges

lock was named The Pennsylvania Lock.
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The numbers represent
land owners that sold
property to the C & D

This is aCanal Co.
small view of plans
for a new lock below
St. Georges Town.

Files of Gladys Lester
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C O R N E R S T O R E - H O U S E

P i c t u r e 1 9 2 0 1 s d u r i n g
o w n e r s h i p o f J o h n G . C r o m p t o n
B u i l t C i r c a C i r c a1 7 1 1 1 8 6 1-6 2

1 T h i s l o t w o u l d h a v e c o n t a i n e d t h eT h e c o r n e r l o t w a s 8 0 x 1 5 0 fI

s m a l l h o u s e m e n t i o n e d o n d e e d s s i n c e t h e y e a r 1 7 1 1 a s J o s e p h N e a l e ' s
h o u s e

i
r G i l l , C o x ; a n d W i l l i a m P i p e r , e t c . . T h e

l o t w a s s o l d . t o J a m e s a n d B e n j a m i n G a r m a n J r . f o r $ 4 8 7 . 5 0 , o n M a r c h . 2 6
1 8 6 0 b y' W m . J. H u r l o c k a n d D a v i d N i v i n , t r u s t e e s f o r M a r g a r e t T h o m a s
O s b o r n e a n d J o h n O s b o r n e . J a m e s G a r m a n h a d b e e n i n t h e a r e a a s e a r l y
a s 1 8 5 8 a n d w a s k n o w n a s a l u m b e r m e r c h a n t a n d w a s t h e b r o t h e r o f

t h e n M a g d a l e n e M o r g a nt 7 7

[ 7

B e n j a m i n:. T h e p r i c e i n d i c a t e s a b u i l d i n g o n t h e l o t a s t h e o t h e r l o t s
l a i d o u t a s . 5 0 ' x 1 5 0 ' w e r e o n l y 3 0 ' l e s s i n w i d t h a n d s o l d f o r $5 0
$ 5 5 , a n d $ 1 0 5 .r 7

1

7 i r
I-!'s

T h e s m a l l h o u s e w a s w e l l b u i l t b y J o s e p h N e a l e a s h e w a s a j o y n e r
( c a r p e n t e r ) w h o h a d c a m e t o S t . G e o r g e s f r o m S a l e m, N e w E n g l a n d,
i t w a s l o c a t e d n e a r t h e c r e e k a n d l o w l a n d s i t w o u l d h a v e b e e n b u i l t o n

I t i s b e l i e v e d t h e G a r m a n ' s a d d e d t o N e a l e ' s

S i n c et

a h i g h s t o n e f o u n d a t i o n ,

h o u s e a n d f o u n d a t i o n w h e n t h e y b u i l t t h e l a r g e f r a m e h o u s e a n d s t o r e
s e c t i o n . U p o n i n s p e c t i o n i t i s f o u n d t h e s m a l l b a c k s e c t i o n , n o w a
k i t c h e n, s h o w s i t w a s d e f i n i t e l y o l d e r t h a n o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e b u i l d i n g .
T h e e x t e r i o r o f t h e s m a l l f r a m e h o u s e w a s c h a n g e d t o c o n f o r m w i t h t h e
n e w a d d e d f r a m e s e c t i o n .I T h e o r i g i n a l f o u n d a t i o n i s s t i l l i n t a c t a n d
o n e c a n s e e w h e r e o t h e r s t o n e f o u n d a t i o n s w e r e a d d e d f o r t h e b a s e m e n t
o f t h e n e w s t r u c t u r e .
f o r t h e n e w h o m e a n d t h e s m a l l s t a i r w a y a n d b e d r o o m s k e p t i n t a c t ,
a d d e d t w o s t o r y f r a m e b u i l d i n g, f a c i n g D e l a w a r e S t r e e t , w a s q u i t e
c o m m o d i u s h a v i n g l a r g e d o u b l e f r o n t e n t r a n c e d o o r s l e a d i n g i n t o a l a r g e
e n t r a n c e h a l l a n d o p e n s t a i r w a y . T h e r o o m s w e r e q u i t e s p a c i o u s . A
b r i c k w a l k w a s i n f r o n t w i t h a l a r g e r e c t a n g u l a r h o r s e a n d c a r n a g e
s t e p p i n g s t o n e a l o n g t h e e u r o . A w o o d e n w a l k„a y r a n a l o n g t h e s t o r e
s i d e o n M a i n S t r e e t . T h e o e n t e r o f t h e l o„ r e e t a n g u l a r r o o f e o n t a i n e d

I a c u p a l o . A w i d e s h i n g l e r o o f p o r c h w a s l a t e r a d d e d t o t h e f r o n t a n d

T h e f i r s t f l o o r w a s m a d e i n t o a k i t c h e n s e c t i o n
T h e

WM 7

j



8 2

s t o r e s i d e o f t h e b u i l d i n g -
y J.v i n g p r o t e c t i o n f r o m r a i n a n d s u n w h e r e

s h o p p e r s c o u l d g a t h e r f o r i d l e t a l k a n d h a v e p r o t e c t i o n l o a d i n g t h e i r
c a r r i a g e s , w a g o n s , a n d l a t e r m o t o r v e h i c l e s .1

P i c t u r e - J a n u a r y 1 9 9 1

O r i g i n a l h o u s e - b u i l t
c i r c a 1 7 1 1 .
r e n o v a t e d t o c o n f o r m
w i t h t h e f r o n t
a d d i t i o n

I t w a s

;
i;

T h e G a r m a n ' s a l s o a d d e d a C r e a m e r y B u i l d i n g t o t h e b a c k f a c i n g M a i n
S t r e e t . M a n y s t r u c t u r a l c h a n g e s h a v e b e e n m a d e t o t h e i n t e r i o r a n d
e x t e r i o r b u t t h e o r i g i n a l c h a r a c t e r o f t h e b u i l d i n g i s s t i l l p r e s e n t .
A t o n e t i m e a p r i v a t e s c h o o l w a s c o n d u c t e d i n t h e b u i l d i n g . T h e s t o r e
s e c t i o n s o l d e v e r y t h i n g f r o m D r y G o o d s , S h o e s , G r o c e r i e s , H o r s e C o l l a r s
a n d H a r n e s s , F r e s h M e a t s , G a s o l i n e a n d O i l , t h e n o n t o F a r m M a c h i n e r y
a n d p a r t s , a n d m o w e r s .J

-
B e n j a m i n G a r m a n d i e d i n A u g u s t 1 8 6 7 .
C o u n t y O r p h a n C o u r t . A p u b l i c s a l e w a s h e l d O c t o b e r 2 3 , 1 8 6 9 .
d w e l l i n g a n d s t o r e h o u s e w a s s o l d t o J a m e s G a r m a n f o r $ 1 , 5 7 5 .
o p r . c r t . A - 2- 1 8 6 9-7 0 p g s . 2 2 , 2 3 , 5 6 , 5 7 , 2 0 7 , 2 2 3 , 2 2 4 D o v e r )

H i s e s t a t e w e n t i n t o N e w C a s t l e
T h e

( N . C . C 3 .i

J a m e s G a r m a n a n d w i f e M a r y f o r $ 8 , 5 0 0 , o n M a r c h 1 9 , 1 8 7 5 , s o l d t h r e e
p r o p e r t i e s t o A l b e r t N . S u t t o n . T h e t w o s t o r y s t o r e a n d d w e l l i n g w a s
o n e o f t h e p r o p e r t i e s . ( D e e d L - 1 0 - 2 7 2- - 1 8 7 5 D o v e r ) I t s e e m s J a m e s a n d
M a r y1 1' G a r m a n c o n t i n u e d t o r e n t t h e b u i l d i n g , b u t c h a r g e s w e r e b r o u g h t
a g a i n s t A l b e r t N. S u t t o n a s h e w a s i n d e b t t o D r . E d w a r d S i i c o n , J r . .
A p u b l i c s a l e w a s h e l d a n d I s a a c G r u b b , S h e r i f f ,
d e e d e d t h e p r o p e r t y t o S u s i e G a r m a n f o r $ 1 , 3 0 0 .
1 8 7 6 D o v e r ) T h e G a r m a n ' s c o n t i n u e d i n b u s i n e s s , b u t o n c e a g a i n i n
1 8 8 9 t h e p r o p e r t y f e l l i n t o h a r d t i m e s a s E d w a r d B r i n g h u r s t . S r . h a d

I
I

- 1

1 8 7 6 .o n e D e c e m b e r 1 4
( N . C . C o . D e e d A - 1 1 - 7 5 -

T > > i
7; :

m- >
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died and the Garman ' s were in debt to him . Bringhurst , Jr. executor
of his fathers will brought charges against them and Sheriff Alvin Allen
sold the property to Edward Bringhurst , Jr. for $ 1 ,300. Bringhurst sold
the property to George McKay , a merchant , on February 8 , 1892 and he
operated the store. (N.C.Co. Deeds V - 14-294--12-10-1889 -Q- 15- 1 A 2—1892 1891 Dela. State & Peninsula Directory Dover)

George McKay and Albert N. Sutton werein partnership with the drugstore
next door as well as this store and again Edward Bringhurst Jr. brought
charges against them in the amount of $1 ,500. On January 11 , 1895
Sheriff Pierce Gould awarded a deed to Bringhurst. On March 9 , 1895
Bringhurst sold the drugstore , next door , and the dwelling house store
for $1 ,500 to Lydia C. Simpler. The properties continued on as before.
The Simpler ' s were merchants in the area. (N.C.Co Deed Q- 16-450-- 1895
R - 16-299-- 1895 Dover)

Lydia C. Simpler and husband George W. Simpler by the year 1900 had
moved to Philadelphia. They sold the two properties to James H. S. Gam
for $ 1 ,500. (N.C.Co. Deed K-18- 197--1900 Dover)

James Gam continued to operate the store until 1913 when he sold the
store and dwelling to John G . Crompton. He continued to operate the
Dry , Goods, Boots , Shoes and Grocery Store. Mr. Crompton died on or
around April 9, 1927. He had made a will on September 28, 1916 leaving
the store and house to his wife Frances , sometimes referred to as Fannie.

Frances , on October 29 , 1927 for $7,500 , sold the property to Walter
a brother to John. (N.C.Co. Deed G-35-277--1927 Dover)

with his wife Ella , sons Albert W. , Charles , and daughter
Helen M. , moved into the dwelling and continued the mercantile store
business. The Crompton Family kept the business in operation for 68
years ; longer than any other owners or tenants since the new addition
was made to the little 1711 circa house in the year 1861 -62 circa.
Walter organized the business down to more of a Grocery Store and in
the back section , where the Creamery had operated , placed items needed
by farmers such as harness , chicken feeders , hardware , buckets , shovels ,
hoes , etc. . Mr . Crompton around 1938 included his sons in the business
and it was known as Walter Crompton and Sons. Mr. Walter Crompton
passed away in the year 1948. His wife Ella continued to live in the
dwelling until her death in the year 1974. Ella Crompton had on
April 15 , 1966 deeded the property to the sons Albert , Charles and their
wives. (N.C.Co. Deed X-76-354--1966 Recorder of Deeds Office) Wilm .

Crompton
Mr. Crompton

1

In 1948 the store was known as Crompton Brothers. Charles and Albert
in future years modernized the store by extending the store into and
across the front section of the home taking away the large front hall
entrance and a parlor living room and double entrance doors. A garage
building , down the street from the store , located between Main and
Broad Street was purchased and Albert started in the business of farm
machinery and motorized riding and push mowers. He managed the
machinery section and Charles managed the grocery market. The brothers
closed both sections of business on January 1 , 1982. The store and
Crompton Family were such a landmark of the town plus the family 's
generosity and excellence service to the community , that on Sunday
January 31 , 1982 , a gathering of over 300 residents of St. Georges and

Hllilie surrounding community - met to honor Albert and Charles and mourn the
?°f ^

the
^
st°re'.|i Jhe* affair was held in the cafeteria of the

Gunning Bedford Jr. School located on Cox Neck Road .
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A l b e r t a n d w i f e M i l d r e d w i t h c h i l d r e n A l b e r t J r .
h a d r e s i d e d o n t h e s t o r e d w e l l i n g p r e m i s e s ,

w i t h s o n s C h a r l e s J r . a n d T h o m a s l i v e d i n D e l a w a r e C i t y ,

s o d e v o t e d t o t h e b u s i n e s s t h a t n o m a t t e r w h a t t h e w e a t h e r
s e v e r e
s t o r e a n d t h e p u b l i c .

L o r e t t a a n d F r a n k
C h a r l e s a n d w i f e J e a n

)

Charles was
or how)

w o u l d w a l k i f n e e d b e t o S t . G e o r g e s t o d o h i s d u t y t o t h e

T h e d a u g h t e r o f W a l t e r a n d E l l a C r o m p t o n , H e l e n M . , w a s r a i s e d a s a
l a d y a n d n o t a l l o w e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e s t o r e b u s i n e s s . S h e a t t e n d e d
b u s i n e s s c o l l a g e a n d h e l d s e c r e t a r i a l p o s i t i o n s . H e l e n m a r r i e d C l a u d e
E . L e s t e r ; t h e s o n o f a n o t h e r b u s i n e s s m a n i n t h e c o m m u n i t y a n d t h e y
r e s i d e d i n t h e a r e a w i t h t h e i r s o n s , C . E d w a r d J r . , K e n n e t h a n d L a r r y .J I

T h e s t o r e p r o p e r t y i n c l u d i n g t h e g a r a g e t h a t h a d h o u s e d t h e f a r m
m a c h i n e r y w a s p u t u p f o r s a l e . T h e c o n t e n t s o f t h e s t o r e a n d f a r m
i m p l e m e n t s w e r e s o l d a t p u b l i c a u t i o n o n M a y 1 1 , 1 9 8 5 . A l b e r t h a d
p a s s e d a w a y . T h e s o n F r a n k a n d m o t h e r , M i l l i e , c o n t i n u e d t o l i v e i n
a n d u p s t a i r s a p a r t m e n t . T h e y l a t e r m o v e d t o N e w a r k .
O n J u l y 1 2 , 1 9 9 1 t h e p r o p e r t y , f o r $ 5 5 , 0 0 0 , w a s s o l d b y C r o m p t o n F a m i l y
M e m b e r s - C h a r l e s S r . a n d w i f e R . E u g e n i a , A l b e r t W . C r o m p t o n , J r .
F r a n k C r o m p t o n a n d L O r e t t a L e a R i t t e n h o u s e t o E . D a v i d M e e k . ( N . C . C o .
D e e d 1 2 0 2 - p g . 2 4 - - 1 9 9 1 R e c o r d e r o f D e e d s O f f i c e W i l m . )

)

T h e i r s p e c i a l t y w a s
T h e d w e l l i n g s e c t i o n i s

D a v i d M e e k a n d f a m i l y l i v e o n a f a r m a d j o i n i n g t h e

D a v i d a n d w i f e B a r b a r a o p e n e d t h e s t o r e a g a i n ,

a d e l i c a t e s s e n s e c t i o n a n d h o m e b a k e d g o o d s ,

t e n a n t r e n t e d ,

t o w n o f S t . G e o r g e s .
i
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^ /AJ NST. GEORGES, DEL., 193

TO f 9? •l

3?/. S

IN ACCOUNT WITH

WALTER CROMPTON *

GENERAL MERCHANDISE
HAY, GRAIN, and

CORN MACHINES
PLOWS, HARROWS
DRILLS, SEEDERS
PLANTERS, CULTIVATORS
THRESHERS
FEED GRINDERS
CORN SHELLERS
MANURE SPREADERS

TRACTORS
ENGINES
MOTOR TRUCKS
CREAM SEPARATORS
FARM WAGONS
BINDER TWINE
GENUINE (0) REPAIRS
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WftETERftCROMP
'

TO

f-ft-::.
t

I. i$i Phone 834- 4602

CROMPTON BROTHERS
SELF-SERVICE - MARKET

St. Georges, Del.,..

ORDERS DELIVERED• .c. • A
!

Vi 1 19_

. ^ M0 ' 1
:

7\ ; No.viV”. IVJ. ».
ACCOUNT

FORWARDEDClerkReg. No..

1 i

2
*

3
l:» v. -.y 4

5
\fry-i

6
«V 78 !

8-'-9.rv.*-; 9
r -V;- * • 10

11
11

12
12 ; {* 13 li
13 !l'/S AV

r w:>/•• 14 2S#.•/
14:?; is•<

; is
Your account «fai tod , to dtRo. kf err r f r Is found OLIVER EQUIPMENT & REPAIRS

3iiil F U L T O N P A P C f t C O., Y i l L M I f i G I O t t, D E L. s:c :r s J 2
V, »

V f

£

i

f

TO OUR CUSTOMERS
You need your money

And I need mine,
If we both get ours

.- It will sure be fine.
But if you get yours

•) m.?
r fAnd hold mine too

What in the world
Am Ingoing to do?
if s

f t VTHINK IT OVER f

* dmHi
fi

?
PULTON PAPEH CO.. WJLUIKGTOM. DEL. i* 2 ft3 0 9 . 7 4 9 • I M f. : / ,

P r i n t e d o n t h e b a c k o f C r o m p t o n B r o t h e r s C h a r g e S l i p sI:
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SERVICE STATION BETWEEN MAIN AND BROAD STREETS

Picture Circa 1937
Garage Built Circa 1934

A new iron metal lift bridge was built over the Chesapeake and Delaware
Canal beginning in July 1924 and opened in March 1926 to traffic .
Main Street going through the town of St. Georges was now connected
by the new bridge and there was a sidewalk on the bridge for pedestrians .

The

Main Street on the north side of the bridge was only 50 foot wide.
Many residents parked their cars along the side of the street in front
of their homes. With Northbound and’ Southbound traffic passing on
this street it began to cause problems , especially when the bridge had
lifted allowing boat passage on the canal , and traffic backed up on the
street. To relieve this narrow dangerous passage of traffic , low-land
was bought by the State of Delaware , circa 1930, filled with dirt and
a road was connected from the bridge veering off to the east up to
Broad Street. This road formed a pattern for only Northboud traffic
on Broad Street through North St. Georges and Main Street traffic was
on1y Southbound .

'

A triangle of land north ot the bridge was formed between Main Street
and Broad Street ,

such as this
transient travel as well as local residents.

Gasoline Companies took business opportunities
to place Service Stations in convenient areas to serve>

The land was owned by descendents of Edward and Elizabeth Gam.
service station was built , circa 1934 , being leased by gasoline
companies , and was proffitable until the metal lift bridge was

, ‘destroyed in January 1939. The business closed soon after as local
was not suffieient to keep it going.

A

!JR 1
id

business The building sat idle
1/ for^many years.
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In January of 1965 descendants of Edward and Elizabeth Gam sold the
property to Charles , Gene , Albert , and Mildred Crompton. Albert
Crompton operated a lawn mower and farm machinery business on the
property. In the year 1980 the business and property was deeded to
Albert Crompton. Adjoining property belonging to the Delaware State
Division of Highways was also obtained by Mr. Crompton. The property
is now owned by David and Barbara Meek.

The building has been transformed and added to over the years,
now a repair shop and taxi transport business.
(N.C.Co. Deeds
Q-112-175-192 1 1 -7-1980

It is

Recorder Deeds Office Wilm. H-74-275 -- 1 -2-1965
H-37-272--1930)H- 1 1 1 -204--7-23-1980

:
A

Year 2000Summer
Former Service Station between Main and Broad

Streets

m

yr
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S c e n e C i r c a 1 9 2 8 - 2 9
B e f o r e N o r t h b o u n d c u t -o f f
r o a d c o n n e c t i n g t o B r o a d
S t r e e t w a s p u t i n n o r t h o f
t h e m e t a l l i f t b r i d g e .

Below

C i r c aS c e n e 1 9 3 5

S h o w s c o n n e c t i n g r o a d
v e e r i n g o f f t o t h e l e f t
f o r m i n g l o w e r B r o a d S t r e e t .



i 9 0

IdL?
! .&T -»

f U
!

A i r P h o t o - E v e n i n g N e w s J o u r n a l
s h o w i n g t h e d e s t r o y e d m e t a l l i f t b r i d g e o v e r t h e
C h e s a p e a k e a n d D e l a w a r e C a n a l

J a n . 1 0 , 1 9 3 9>

S t . G e o r g e s , D e l a .

!i

1
i

,rI»
itM

Ii
#J Imm S c e n e - J a n u a r y 1 0 , 1 9 3 9

t h e m e t a l l i f t b r i d g e a f t e r t h e b r i d g e w a s d e s t r o y e d
T h e a r e a j u s t n o r t h o f-S .11Mi
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A p r i l 1 8 , 1 9 4 7 A p p l i c a t i o n f o r f i r e a p p a r a t u s n e a r t h e c a n a l .
L a y o u t o f t h e a r e a n e a r t h e c a n a l w h e r e t h e o l d l i f t b r i d g e o n c e
s t o o d a n d b e f o r e w i d e n i n g o f t h e c a n a l , w h e n t h e c a n a l w a s w i d e n e d
w i t h r o a d s r u n n i n g a l o n g i t s e d g e i t t o o k a l l t h e b u i l d i n g s y o u s e e i n
t h e l a y o u t a n d t h e l i n e t o d a y i s t h e l i n e y o u s e e b e l o w t h e t r i a n g l e
p o i n t p e r f o r a t e d . A n d a c c e s s r o a d f o r f i r e a p p a r a t u s w a s l a t e r p u t i n
o f f o f D e l a w a r e S t r e e t b y a d r a i n a g e s t r e a m t h a t e n t e r s t h e c a n a l .
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Summer year 2000
Looking North on Broad Street from the
Chesapeake and Delaware Canal property line.

Scene

;
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S U T T O N D R U G S T O R E

%

1

S u t t o n D r u g S t o r e - F i r s t b u i l d i n g o n t h e r i g h t .
A s m a l l s i g n o n t h e b u i l d i n g r e a d s - C a l v i n H . S t a a t s
M a g i s t r a t e . D r u g s t o r e b u i l t i n t h e y e a r 1 8 6 0

J a m e s N . S u t t o n, M . D . h a d b o u g h t t h i s p r o p e r t y a f t e r m a k i n g h i s w i l l o n
J u n e A , 1 8 5 9 . N o r e c o r d c a n b e f o u n d . A l l o f t h e M a r g a r e t T h o m a s
O s b o r n e l o t s a l o n g D e l a w a r e S t r e e t w e r e s o l d i n M a r c h o f 1 8 6 0 .

T h e l o t s i z e w a s 5 0 ' x 1 5 0 ' f a c i n g D e l a w a r e S t r e e t . J a m e s N . S u t t o n M.D .
b u i l t a f r a m e d r u g s t o r e o n t h e l o t d u r i n g t h e y e a r 1 8 6 0 . D r . S u t t o n
d i e d N o v e m b e r 1 0 , 1 8 6 0 . J o h n P . B e l v i l l e , e x e c u t o r o f h i s e s t a t e i

J

t h r o u g h o r p h a n c o u r t p r o c e e d i n g s a n d p u b l i c s a l e s o l d t h e d r u g s t o r e l o t
o n N o v e m b e r 7
( N . C .C o O r p .
2- 2 7 - 1 8 6 4

1 8 6 3 , f o r $8 0 0 , t o D r . S u t t o n ' s s o n
B k . Y - 1- 4 5 4- -F e b . 1 8 6 4

D o v e r )

J a m e s H . S u t t o n .11

C r t . N . C .C o . D e e d A - 8 - 3 4 8 - -
W i l l s & P r o b a t e

O n M a y 1 7
C a r m a n .
r e n t e d .

, 1 8 6 5 J a m e s H . S u t t o n , f o r $8 0 0 ,
( N . C .C o . D e e d A -8- 3 4 7 - - 1 8 6 5 D o v e r )

s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o J a m e s
T h e d r u g s t o r e w a s t e n a n t

i
A f t e r t h e d e a t h o f n i s f a t h e r , w h o w a s P o s t m a s t e r i n S t . G e o r g e s a t t h e
t i m e , J a m e s H . S u t t o n , a d r u g g i s t m e r c h a n t , w a s a p p o i n t e d a s t h e P o s t -
m a s t e r a n d h a d t h e p o s t o f f i c e i n t h e d r u g s t o r e . H e o n l y s e r v e d f o r
f o u r m o n t h s .

S u s a n G . S u t t o n , w i f e o f D r . J a m e s S u t t o n , w a s p o s t m a s t e r f r o m
M a r c h , 1 6 , 1 8 6 1 u n t i l M a r c h 1 , 1 8 6 5 a n d t h e p o s t o f f i c e w a s q u a r t e r e o
i n t h e b u i l d i n g . T h e b u i l d i n g w a s a l s o r e n t e d t o G e o r g e C . W e b b a n d h e
h a d t h e p o s t o f f i c e h e r e f r o m M a r c h 3 , 1 8 6 5 u n t i l A u g u s t 2 9
E d w i n W . J e s t e r , D r u g g i s t , r e n t e d t h e b u i l d i n g a n d h a d t h e p o s t o f f i c e
h e r e f r o m M a r c h 1 9
d r u g s t o r e b u s i n e s s i n t o t h e n e w l y b u i l t O d d F e l l o w s H a l l
y e a r 1 8 7 5 .

M r s
J

1 8 6 6 .>

1 8 6 9 u n t i l t h e y e a r 1 8 7 5 o r 1 8 7 6 w h e n h e m o v e d h i s f.
b u i l t i n t h e
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J a m e s G a r m a n a n d w i f e M a r y s o l d t h e d r u g s t o r e t o A l b e r t N . S u t t o n o n
M a r c h 1 9 , 1 8 7 5 . O n D e c e m b e r 1 4 , 1 8 7 6 I s a a c G r u b b , S h e r i f f , s e i z e d t h e
p r o p e r t y a s D r . E d w a r d S i l c o x J r . s u e d A . N . S u t t o n f o r a d e b t o f $8 5 0 .
T h e p r o p e r t y w a s s o l d t o S u s i e G a r m a n , f o r $6 0 0 i n O c t o b e r 1 8 7 7 .
( N . C . C o D e e d s L - 1 0 - 2 7 2-- 1 8 7 5 A - 1 1 - 7 5-- 1 2-1 0- 1 8 7 7 D o v e r )
S u s i e D . G a r m a n t u r n e d t h e p r o p e r t y o v e r t o J a m e s a n d M a r y G a r m a n .

I n O c t o b e r o f 1 8 8 9 c h a r g e s w e r e b r o u g h t a g a i n s t J a m e s a n d M a r y G a r m a n
f o r d e b t s o w e d t o E d w a r d B r i n g h u r s t , d e c e a s e d , b y h i s e x c u t o r E d w a r d
B r i n g h u r s t J r . . S u p e r i o r C o u r t o f N e w C a s t l e C o u n t y o r d e r e d t h e d r u g -
s t o r e p r o p e r t y s o l d a t p u b l i c a u c t i o n . E d w a r d B r i n g h u r s t , J r . b o u g h t
t h e p r o p e r t y f o r $ 3 0 0 o n N o v e m b e r 1 6 , 1 8 8 9 ( N . C . C o . D e e d V - 1 4 - 2 9 4 - -
1 2- 1 0-- 1 8 8 9 D o v e r )

T h e B r i n g h u r s t F a m i l y w e r e d o c t o r s a n d d r u g g i s t i n W i l m i n g t o n . T h e i r
i n t e r e s t a n d t e n u r e i n S t . G e o r g e s i s v a g u e . T h e y m a y h a v e c o n d u c t e d a
p h a r m a c y o n t h e p r o p e r t y .
E d w a r d B r i n g h u r s t , J r . a n d w i f e A n n a , o f W i l m i n g t o n , D e l a w a r e , f o r
$ 1 , 8 0 0 , s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y o n F e b r u a r y 2 , 1 8 9 2 t o G e o r g e s M c K a y , a
r e s i d e n t a n d m e r c h a n t i n S t . G e o r g e s . ( N . C . C o D e e d Q-1 5- 1 4 2-- 1 8 9 2 D o v e r )

T h e B r i n g h u r s t d i d u p g r a d e t h e p r o p e r t y a s

1 8 9 2 , f o r $ 3 5 0 g a v e a d e e d t o
( N . C . C o . L a n d r e c o r d D e e d M c 3 # 5 0 -- 1 8 9 2 D o v e r )

1 8 9 2 A l b e r t N . S u t t o n a n d w i f e S u s a n n a L . o f S t . G e o r g e s
m a d e a d e e d o f t h e p r o p e r t y t o F r e d e r i c k G . S u t t o n o f C h i c a g o , I l l i n o i s
f o r t h e a m o u n t o f $ 2 0 0 0 . ( N . C . C o l a n d r e c o r d S5 # 9 2 A p r . 2 6 , 1 8 9 2 D o v e r )
P i e r c e G o u l d , S h e r i f f , o n J a n u a r y 1 1 , 1 8 9 5 g a v e a d e e d b a c k t o E d w a r d
B r i n g h u r s t J r . w h o h a d b r o u g h t j u d g e m e n t a g a i n s t G e o r g e M c K a y a n d w i f e
S a r a h a n d A l b e r t N . S u t t o n i n d e b t t o h i m f o r $ 1 , 5 0 0 p l u s i n t e r e s t .
( N . C . C o D e e d Q - 1 6- 4 5-- 1 8 9 5 D o v e r ) T w o m o n t h s l a t e r o n M a r c h 9 , 1 8 9 5
E d w a r d B r i n g h u r s t J r . s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o L y d i a C . S i m p l e r .
S u t t o n , D r u g g i s t ,
2 9 9 1 8 9 5 D o v e r )
S t . G e o r g e s P o s t m a s t e r a n d t h e p o s t o f f i c e w a s i n t h e b u i l d i n g . A l s o
w h e n D a n i e l B . S t e w a r t w a s p o s t m a s t e r i n 1 8 9 7 t o 1 9 0 4 h e h a d p o s t o f f i c e
q u a r t e r s i n t h e b u i l d i n g .

G e o r g e M c K a y a n d w i f e S a r a h o n A p r i l 2
A l b e r t N . S u t t o n .
O n M a r c h 2 8

A l b e r t N .
( N . C . C o . D e e d R - 1 6-c o n t i n u e d t o r e n t t h e b u i l d i n g .

W h i l e A l b e r t N . S u t t o n w a s i n t e n u r e h e w a s t h e

*

I

L y d i a C . S i m p l e r a n d h u s b a n d , G e o r g e W . o f P h i l a d e l p h i a , P e n n s y l v a n i a
s o l d t h e d r u g s t o r e p o r p e r t y t o J a m e s H . S . G a m , w h o c o n t i n u e d t o r e n t
t h e p r o p e r t y . ( N . C . C o . D e e d K -1 8- 1 9 7-- 1 9 0 0 D o v e r )

a n d M a t t i e G a m s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y o n D e c e m b e r 2 1
H i s w i f e L i l l i a n h a d d i e d d u r i n g t h e y e a r 1 9 2 0 .

( N . C . C o . D e e d K -3 0- 3 9-- 1 9 2 1 D o v e r )
H e a l s o h a d l i v e d i n

1 9 2 0 t oJ a m e s H . S .
C a l v i n H . S t a a t s .
M r . S t a a t s r e s i d e d o n t h e p r o p e r t y .
A s w e l l a s f a r m i n g h e h a d b e e n a h o r s e t r a i n e r ,

a h o u s e n e a r t h e c a n a l l o c k s , o w n e d b y t h e C & D C a n a l a n d w a s t h e
b r i d g e t e n d e r . H e w a s a J u s t i c e o f t h e P e a c e a n d M a g i s t r a t e . A
c a r r i a g e h o u s e o r g a r a g e n e x t t o t h e h o m e w a s m a d e i n t o a j a i l . M a n y
t i m e s, i t w a s u s e d t o h o l d a r r e s t e d o v e r l y d r u n k p e r s o n s u n t i l t h e y
b e c a m e s o b e r o r m o r e s e r i o u s c r i m i n a l s u n t i l t h e y w e r e b a l e d o u t o r
d e l i v e r e d t o a s t a t e p r i s o n . H i s d a u g h t e r , L i l l i a n G e r t r u d e S t a a t s ,

s e r v e d a s h i s s e c r e t a r y a n d w a s a n o t a r y p u b l i c .w h o r e s i d e d w i t h h i m ,
S h e w o u l d a l s o h e l p l o c a l r e s i d e n t s w i t h l e g a l d o c u m e n t s .

.i
T h e f r o n t d o o r o f t h e b u i l d i n g f a c e d D e l a w a r e S t r e e t a n d e n t e r e d t h e
l a r g e o f f i c e w h i c h a c c o m m o d a t e d m a g i s t r a t e p r o c e d u r e s . T h e b a l a n c e o f
t h e b u i l d i n g w a s l i v i n g q u a r t e r s . A l a r g e p o r c h , o n t h e e a s t s i d e w a s
a d d e d t o a c c o m m o d a t e e n t a n c e t o t h e s e q u a r t e r s . M r . S t a a t s w a s a n d
a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a n t o f t o w n a f f a i r s .
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T h e d r u g s t o r e b u i l d i n g s e r v e d t h e c o m m u n i t y w e l l a n d w a s a l w a y s k e p t
i n g o o d r e p a i r a n d p r i s t i n e a p p e a r a n c e .

M r . S t a a t s d i e d i n t h e y e a r 1 9 6 2 a n d s i n c e h i s w i f e h a d p r e c e d e d h i m
i n d e a t h h e h a d w i l l e d t h e p r o p e r t y t o h i s d a u g h t e r L . G e r t r u d e S t a a t s .
S h e c o n t i n u e d t o l i v e a t t h e r e s i d e n c e u n t i l h e r d e a t h i n t h e y e a r 1 9 7 8 .
S h e h a d l e f t t h e p r o p e r t y t o h e r n e p h e w , T y s o n F . S a r t i n , w h o h a d
p r e c e d e d h e r i n d e a t h i n t h e y e a r 1 9 7 6 . H i s h e i r s ; d a u g h t e r s P a t r i c i a S .
W i l s o n a n d S u s a n B a r r o n S t a p l e f o r d , s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o J a m e s G e s t w i c k i
a n d w i f e K a r e n o n M a y 2 5 , 1 9 7 8 f o r $2 7 , 5 0 0 . J i m a n d K a r e n r e s i d e d o n
t h e p r o p e r t y f o r m a n y y e a r s m a k i n g s o m e a l t e r a t i o n s a n d a d d i t i o n s b u t
n o t d e s t r o y i n g t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e p e r i o d i n w h i c h i t w a s b u i l t .
( N . C . C o . D e e d H

J
1 6 2 — 1 9 7 8 R e c . o f D e e d s W i l m . )1 0 1

S t e v e C a r e y i s t h e p r e s e n t o w n e r .
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S c e n e - E a r l y S p r i n g - 1 9 8 0
T h e H o u s e i s V a c a n t .
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O n M a r c h 2 7 , 1 8 6 0 W m . J . H u r l o c k a n d D a v i d N i v i n , T r u s t e e s , s o l d a l o t
5 0 ' x 1 5 0 ' , f o r $ 1 0 5 t o J a m e s M o n e y . M r . M o n e y a n d w i f e E l i z a b e t h s o l d
t h e l o t f o r $ 1 2 0 o n J a n u a r y 1 0 , 1 8 6 1 t o s h o e m a k e r , S a m u e l S . B a l d w i n .
T h e l o t w a s w o r t h m o r e a s a d r u g s t o r e h a d b e e n b u i l t o n t h e a d j o i n i n g
l o t . ( N . C . C o . D e e d - A-8- 1 8 9-- 1 8 6 0 Z - 7 -3 0 2-- 1 8 6 1 D o v e r )

S a m u e l B a l d w i n b e t w e e n 1 8 6 1 - 6 5 b u i l t a s m a l l t w o a n d o n e - h a l f s t o r y
f r a m e h o m e w i t h a f i n i s h e d r o o m a n d d o r m e r w i n d o w b e i n g o n t h e t o p f l o o r .
L a d d e r s t e p s l e d u p i n t o t h e t h i r d f l o o r a l c o v e b e d r o o m w i t h d o r m e r
w i n d o w f r o m t h e s e c o n d f l o o r b e d r o o m .

S a m u e l a n d w i f e M a r y s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o J o h n C a l d e r , a c a r p e n t e r , f o r
# 3 0 0 o n A p r i l 3 , 1 8 6 5 . N . C . C o . D e e d T -8-3-- 1 8 6 5 D o v e r ) S e e B e e r s A t l a s
p a g e 1 1 5 J . G u l d e r o n D e l a w a r e S t r e e t . T h e p r o p e r t y w a s t r a n s f e r r e d
t o A n d r e w R e u t t e r J u n e 1 8 , 1 8 6 8 b u t n o d e e d c a n b e f o u n d o n t h e t r a n s -
a c t i o n .
A n d r e w R e u t t e r w a s a s a d l e r a n d m a y h a v e m a d e b o o t s . A n d r e w h a d b o u g h t
v a c a n t l o t s a d j o i n i n g t o t h i s h o u s e p r o p e r t y t o t h e e a s t i n 1 8 6 8 a n d
1 8 7 0 .
M r . R e u t t e r d u r i n g 1 8 7 1 - 7 2 a d d e d a t w o s t o r y f r a m e h o u s e w i t h a t t i c t o
t h e s m a l l B a l d w i n a n d C a l d e r h o u s e r e m o v i n g t h e d o r m e r w i n d o w a n d c h a n g -
i n g t h e r o o f s t r u c t u r e o f t h e s m a l l h o u s e t o c o n n e c t t o t h e n e w r o o f
l i n e a n d h o u s e . T h e n e w h o u s e w a s q u i t e e l e g a n t w i t h b o x i n g a n d f a n c y
t r i m a l o n g t h e r o o f l i n e o n e a c h e n d o f t h e h o u s e . A w i d e f r o n t d o o r
w i t h s i d e w i n d o w s o p e n e d i n t o a w i d e h a l l a n d s t a i r w a y d i v i d i n g a l a r g e
l i v i n g a n d d i n i n g r o o m . T h e u p s t a i r s c o n t a i n e d a l a r g e h a l l a n d t h r e e
b e d r o o m s . T h e w i n d o w s w e r e f l a n k e d b y s h u t t e r s . M r . R e u t t e r m o v e d
i n t o t h e h o m e . A l a r g e a r e a i n t h e b a s e m e n t w a s b r i c k e d o f f a n d d e s i g n e d
f o r t h e s h o e a n d s a d l e r b u s i n e s s w i t h a n d o u t s i d e d o o r a n d i n s i d e s t a i r s
l e a d i n g u p i n t o t h e m a i n h o u s e . A n d r e w R e u t t e r f e l l i n t o h a r d t i m e s a s
o n J u n e 6 . 1 8 9 0 A l v i n A l l e n , S h e r i f f , a t P u b l i c A u c t i o n s o l d t h e h o u s e

G -9- 2 7 0-- 1 8 7 0 D o v e r )( N . C . C o . D e e d G -9-2 7 3-- 1 8 6 8

f

s i t t i n g o n t h e l a r g e p a r c e l o f l a n d t o E d w i n H . P e c k a r d f o r $9 0 0 0 a s
M a p y P e c k a r d h a d b r o u g h t s u i t a g a i n s t M r . R e u t t e r f o r m o r t g a g e d e b t s .
( N . C . C o . D e e d 1 8 9 0 D o v e r )F -1 5-5 8-- N O V . 4

E d w i n P e c k a r d s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o T h o m a s B . H e i s e l o f D e l a w a r e C i t y o n
H e i s e l a n d h i s w i f e F r a n c e s s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o

1 8 9 8 .
R e s i d e n t s a f t e r M r . R e u t t e r i s u n k n o w n .

1 8 9 7 .N o v e m b e r 4 ,
E d w a r d G a m a n d w i f e E l i z a b e t h o n A p r i l 1 5
1 8 9 7

( N . C . C o . D e e d N -1 7 - 4 0-
Q — 1 7 — 2 3 4 — 1 8 9 8 D o v e r )

H a r v e y R e y n o l d s a n d f a m i l y w e r e t e n a n t s i n t h e 1 9 0 0 ' s .
I n t h e l a t e 1 9 3 0 ' s a n d e a r l y 1 9 4 0 ' s t h e h o u s e b e g a n t o d e t e r i o r a t e . A t
s o m e p o i n t i n t i m e t h e w i n d o w s i n t h e f r o n t w e r e r e p l a c e d w i t h l a r g e
f o u r p a n e w i n d o w s , r e m o v i n g n i n e o v e r n i n e p a n e w i n d o w s . S h u t t e r s w e r e
r e m o v e d a n d g r e e n a s p h a l t s h i n g l e s c o v e r e d t h e w o o d s h i n g l e r o o f a n d
w o o d w e a t h e r b o a r d s i d i n g . M i n i m u m e l e c t r i c i t y w a s p u t i n t h e h o u s e .
T h e r e w a s n e v e r a n y p l u m b i n g i n t h e b u i l d i n g f r o m t h e t i m e i t w a s b u i l t .
A m e t a l h a n d p u m p , i n t h e k i t c h e n , p r o v i d e d w a t e r f r o m a d u g w e l l .
E d w a r d a n d E l i z a b e t h G a m d i e d a n d s u r v i v i n g c h i l d r e n - J o s e p h , a s i n g l e
m a n , F r a n c i s a n d ’ w i f e F r a n c e s , M a r t i n B . G a m a n d E l i z a b e t h G a m s o l d t h e
p r o p e r t y t o H o w a r d S . a n d A n n a D e p u t y f o r $ 1 , 3 0 0 o n M a r c h 4 , 1 9 4 4 . T h e
D e p u t y s w i t h t h e i r t h r e e c h i l d r e n r e s i d e d o n t h e p r o p e r t y . H o w a r d
D e p u t y d i e d M a r c h 2 5 , 1 9 6 2 a n d t h e p r o p e r t y w e n t t o h i s w i f e A n n a w h o
c o n t i n u e d t o l i v e i n t h e h o m e .
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for $10,000 , on November 18 1979 sold the property to Albert
She moved from the home. It was the size of the lot on whim

located that set the value. Mr. Crompton had the home
( N.C .Co. Deeds C-44-556-- 1944 Y -4-273-63-- 1938 )

Anna
C romp ton .
the home was
demolished in 1980.

The vacant lot was sold by Albert Crompton Jr. et . al. to Kenneth D.
and Helen Sutton on August 18 , 1992. ( N.C .Co . Recorder of -D eeds Wilm .
1384 pg . 87 -- 1992 ) The lot remains vacant .

Broad Street below Delaware Street was a part of the property but had
been sold off by the Gam ' s to the State of Delaware in order to build
the new street .

Scene 1980

Fancy boxing
and t rim
deteriorate on
the home .

Scene 1980

Wooden base sink
with metal pump .
Old wooden built
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V a c a n t l o t w h e r e B a l d w i n
h o u s e s t o o d .

Y e a r 2 0 0 0 R e u t t e rS c e n e

N o r t h S t . G e o r g e s T o w n f r o m S t . G e o r g e s B r i d g e .S c e n e 1 9 4 8
v i e w o f b e l o w D e l a w a r e S t r e e t s h o w i n g D e p u t y H o u s e r o o f o n W e s t s i d e
d r o a d S t r e e t a n d J o h n s o n H o u s e o n o t h e r s i d e o f B r o a d S t r e e t .

G o o d

C a r r o w
F a r m o n t h e l e f t o f r o a d n o w C o l t o n M e a d o w D e v e l o p m e n t .
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as--
1 9 3 7

C a l v i n H . S t a a t s a n d C l a u d e N . L e s t e r s u p e r v i s i n g t h e
r e m o v a l o f m a p l e t r e e s t o m a k e r o o m f o r s i d e w a l k s o n
t h e W e s t s i d e c o r n e r o f B r o a d S t r e e t ,
c o r n e r o f B r o a d S t r e e t b e h i n d t h e c a r a n d t r e e s a t a f r a m e
d o u b l e h o u s e b u i l t a r o u n d t h e y e a r 1 8 6 1 .

O n t h e S o u t h E a s t

J o h n P . B e l v i l l e e x c u t o r o f J a m e s N . S u t t o n , M . D . , f o r $ 5 3 0 , g a v e a d e e d
t o J a m e s G a r m a n M a r c h 3 , 1 8 6 4 f o r a l o t w i t h f r a m e d o u b l e d w e l l i n g t h e r e
o n . ( N . C . C o . D e e d W - 7 - 2 9 - - 1 8 6 4 O r p . C r t . Y - 1 - 1 1 - 7 - - 1 8 6 3 D o v e r )
D r . S u t t o n h a d b u i l t t h e d o u b l e h o u s e o n t h e l o t a f t e r h i s p u r c h a s e i n
t h e y e a r 1 8 6 0 . N o r e c o r d e d d e e d w a s f o u n d t o D r . S u t t o n . T h e n e x t o w n e r s
a f t e r J a m e s G a r m a n w a s a J o h n o r J e s s e C o r n e l i u s . N o r e c o r d e d d e e d c a n
b e f o u n d a s t o h o w h e p r o c u r e d t h e p r o p e r t y . O n B e e r s A t l a s p a g e i 1 s
t h e p r o p e r t y i s m a r k e d u n d e r t h e n a m e A . F . P e n n i n g t o n . N o r e c o r d e d
d e e d c o u l d b e f o u n d i n h i s n a m e . H e w a s a s u r v e y o r .
J e s s e H . C o r n e l i u s a n d w i f e P r u d e n c e A n n , f o r $ 5 0 0 , o n M a r c h 1 4 , 1 8 8 1
s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o M a r y G a m . ( N . C .C o . D e e d V - 1 1 - 4 8 5 - - 1 8 8 1 D o v e r )
M a r y G a m w i l l e d t h e p r o p e r t y t o h e r s o n E d w a r d . W h e n s h e w r o t e h e r w i l l
o n N o v e m b e r 9 , 1 8 9 5 s h e m e n t i o n e d a M r . S i m m o n s a n d M r . W h i t e o c c u p p i e d
t h e d o u b l e d w e l l i n g . E d w a r d G a m m a r r i e d E l i z a b e t h H i r s c h a n d u p o n h i s
d e a t h , i n 1 9 1 6 , t h e p r o p e r t y w e n t t o E l i z a b e t h a n d s u r v i v i n g c h i l d r e n .
J o s e p h H . G a m a n d s u r v i v i n g m e m b e r s o f t h e E d w a r d a n d E l i z a b e t h G a m e s t a t e
?o r $2 , 2 5 0 , o n N o v e m b e r 3 0 , 1 9 4 4 , s o l d t h e d o u b l e h o u s e t o H a r r i e t a n d
G e o r g e W . J o h n s o n . T h e y r e s i d e d o n t h e p r o p e r t y . ( N . C .C o . D e e d - V - 4 4 -
1 5 2 - - 1 9 4 4 D o v e r )
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e d i e d O c t o b e r 1 7 , 1 9 5 9 i n t e s t a t e a n d H a r r i e t d i e d i n t e s t a t e
1 9 6 3 l e a v i n g s u r v i v o r s A l i c e F a r r a , M a r y R . S i m m o n s , H a r r i e t

S u t t o n . D a n i e l R . C a m a c . J o s e p h W . C a m a c , C h a r l e s M . C a m a c1 ) > ’
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1 0 1

W i l l i a m T . C a m a c J o h n H . C a m a c a n d G e o r g e W . J o h n s o n J r . .> y

I n t h e y e a r 1 9 6 3 s u r v i v i n g f a m i l y m e m b e r s s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o J o h n
W . C o l l i n s a n d A l i c e C o l l i n s .
R e c o r d e r o f D e e d O f c . W i l m . )

( N .C .C o D e e d H- V o l . 3 7 - 2 7 2- - 8 - 9 - 1 9 6 3
M r a n d M r s . C o l l i n s f a i l e d t o p a y

t a x e s o n t h e p r o p e r t y a m o u n t i n g t o $ 4 9 6 . 5 0 f r o m 1 9 6 4
i n c o u r t w a s b r o u g h t a g a i n s t t h e m a n d J o h n J . S m i t h , S h e r i f f
a u c t i o n

J u d g e m e n t
a t p u b l i c

s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y o n J u n e 1 3 , 1 9 7 2 t o J a m e s N . a n d
( . C .C o . D e e d G-8 8 - 1 9 7 - -9 - 1 0- 1 9 7 3 N . C . C o .

W i l M . )

1 9 7 1 .
J

f o r $ 7 7 5
S h e l b y R . S u t t o n .
R e c o r d e r o f D e e d s

J J

T h e d o u b l e f r a m e d w e l l i n g h o u s e h a d f e l l i n t o d i s r e p a i r a n d w a s
d e s t r o y e d . T h e p l o t i s v a c a n t b u t l a n d s c a p e d w i t h f l o w e r s , b u s h e s a n d
t r e e s w h i c h i s a c o m p l i m e n t t o s u r r o u n d i n g p r o p e r t i e s .
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S c e n e S u m m e r
C o r n e r o f B r o a d a n d D e l a w a r e S t r e e t
t h e d o u b l e f r a m e d w e l l i n g h o u s e o n c e s t o o d .
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warn

H o u s e b u i l t - c i r c a - 1 8 6 2
S c e n e - S u m m e r - 2 0 0 0

W i l l i a m J .
O s b o r n e

H u r l o c k a n d D a v i d N i v i n
f o r $ 5 5 , s o l d t h e 5 0 ' x 1 5 0

G a r m a n J r . a n d h e o n D e c e m b e r 2 9
F r a n c i s T a r o n i . ( N . C . C o . D e e d L

T r u s t e e s
l o t o n M a r c h 1 6

f o r M a r g a r e t a n d J o h n
1 8 6 0 t o B e n j a m i n

s o l d t h e l o t t o
Q - 7 - 4 8 7 - - 1 8 6 0 D o v e r )

I3 3
I

3 3

1 8 6 0 , f o r $9 0
7 - 4 5 0 - - 1 8 6 0

5 33v;£i t
I If I) iT h e 1 8 6 0 C e n s u s s h o w s F r a n c i s T a r o n i , a g e 2 7 , a s a h o u s e p a i n t e r a n d h e

c a m e f r o m E n g l a n d . H i s w i f e , a g e 2 6 , w a s S a r a h . H e w o r k e d w i t h a
c a r p e n t e r W i l l i a m S e v a n a n d h e a n d B e v a n p r o b a b l y b u i l t t h e T a r o n i
h o u s e . T a r o n i w a s a l s o k n o w n a s a g l a z i e r . B y M a r c h 2 7 , 1 8 7 0 F r a n c i s
T a r o n i h a d b o u g h t l a n d i n M i d d l e t o w n , D e l a w a r e f r o m E d w a r d F e n n e m o r e
f o r $ 3 0 0 , o n t h e c o r n e r o f C r a w f o r d a n d C a t h e r i n e S t r e e t . ( N . C . C o .
D e e d T - 1 1 - 1 3 9 - - 1 8 7 0 D o v e r ) F r a n c i s a n d S a r a h J a n e T a r o n i h a d s o l d
t h e i r h o m e i n S t . G e o r g e s , f o r $ 1 , 1 0 0 , o n A p r i l 3 , 1 8 6 8 t o M a r y R i l e y .

p r i c e i n d i c a t e s a g o o d h o u s e . M a r y a n d h e r h u s b a n d S a m u e l l i v e d o n
a f a r m s o u t h o f S t . G e o r g e s j u s t b e l o w S c o t t s R u n . S a m u e l R i l e y d i e d

^R l a n u a r y 1 , 1 8 6 8 a n d i M a r y f m o,v e d t o t h e t o w n o f S t . G e o r g e s a n d l i v e d
i n h e r h o m e u n t i l h e r d e a t h o n S a t u r d a y , A u g u s t 6 . 1 8 8 1

, , =,

I «

,5
? 3f f flu

f 3

I t v&S- S?
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F.

•?«3

.1
»1?3 3

.1I l i; 1R e s e a r c h o f i n t e r e s t o n t h e d a t e o f h e r d e a t h s h o w s D r .
o f S t . G e o r g e s , i s s p e n d i n g t h e s e w a r m d a y s i n A t l a n t i c C i t y .

b u t c h e r . I n d r i v i n q t h e m , t h e y m a d e a s t a m p e d e a t t h e c a n a l b r i d g e a n c

V a l l a n d i g n a m .
I
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J . P .
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started back for home ,

over him
caused considerable dust
thunder shower laying the dust and cooling the air.

In trying to stop them
knocking him down and trampled upon his back.

but

one of the cattle ran
The dry season

on Saturday night there was a considerable
7

Mrs. Riley died about 10:30 o ' clock in the night.

On Sunday , August 7th , the Presbyterian Church was closed as Reverand
Henry Rumor was away taking vacation.

(Journal Every Evening - 8 - 8 - 1881 )

It's probable J. P. Hudson received medical attention from Dr. John
De Witt who also resided in St. Georges as well as Dr. Vallandigham .

Mary Riley , according to her tombstone , was age 81 at the time of her
death. The 1880 Census stated she had some paralysis. A grandson ,
G. Clayton Riley , age 22 , and a grand-daughter Martha Riley , age 30
lived with her.

Mary had made her will on November 9, 1873 and the house went to her
brother John M. Woods. (Wills Probate Mary Riley 1883 Dover Archives)
According to appraisals of her estate , in 1883 , the house consisted of
four bedrooms , entry and stairway , parlor , a living and dining area ,
and a kitchen. The kitchen contained a cook stove , a table , two irons
two tubs and wash-stand and a safe , indicating the kitchen was the work
area of the house. The house has had considerable renovation and does
not now conform to the 1883 appraisal. The stairway entry was removed
and a small curved stairway put in leading upstairs from the living
room. A back bedroom was decreased in size with a slant type roof. The
slant type roof over the bedroom does not conform with the house. It 's
probable a fire may have caused damage and a pointed roof done away with
for lack of funds , when repairs were made. A small addition was made
one story high on the west side consisting of a small kitchen , bath and
bedroom around the years 1939-40. The original wood siding has been
covered with a brick design asphalt shingle. Aluminum siding has been
been added to cover the brick asphalt.

7

|

r

7

John M. Woods sold the property to Isaac Woods and on October 8
Isaac and Sarah R. Woods sold the property to Clannie (Clarine) J.
Brinton.
Ella F. Webb of Wilmington
B-14-220--1887 Dover)

18877

Clannie on November 4 1887 gave a deed of the property to
(Mortgage Deed B- 1 4-217-- 1887

7

Dela..7I A\

41 1906 signed a deedElla F. Webb Ogden on November 19
back to Clannie J. Brinton.

of the property
(N.C.Co. Deed Y-20-390-- 1906 Dover)

J 7 7

W r

i /If -i Between the years 1887|to 1913 the house fell into almost dis-repair.
Clannie J .

n. ... James H.
and tenant rented the property until June 18

200 to Daniel Atwood , a carpenter contractor ,

major changes to the inside and added the small west wing.

Brinton , for $425, on July 15 , 1913 sold the property to
S. Gam. (N.C.Co. M^24-482-~1913) Mr. Gam did some repairs

1938 when he sold the
1

7

property for $ 1
made major char

Mr. Atwood7

Daniel Atwood on February 27 , 1942 sold the property to Jarvis Fred Tate
and wife Lydia B. Tate. They resided on the property with their
children. Mr. Tate died February 19 , 1970. The property went to a son
Fred Henry Tate. He and his wife Iola lived on the property and after
the death of Fred , on December 18 , 1975 , the property went to Iola.
She resided on the Droperty until May 1998. She had sold the property fo

mmm ^

Mk,

;
.
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$ 3 1 , 0 0 0 , t o W i l l i a m a n d S a n d r a R e y n o l d s i n D e c e m b e r o f 1 9 9 7 . T h e y
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c o n t i n u e t o t e n a n t r e n t t h e p r o p e r t y . ( N .C .C o D e e d C - 4 3 - 1 3 4 - - 1 1 - 1 9 - 9 7 )
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‘s m i i i u .

Y e a r 1 9 9 2 B u i l t - 1 8 6 0 6 3

W m . J . H u r l o c k a n d D a v i d N i v i n , t r u s t e e s f o r M a r g a r e t T h o m a s O s b o r n e
a n d J o h n O s b o r n e , o n M a r c h 2 6 , 1 8 6 0 , s o l d t h e 5 0 ' x 1 5 0 ' l o t f o r
$ 5 0 t o B e n j a m i n G a r m a n J r . M r . G a r m a n b u i l t a s m a l l f r a m e h o u s e o n t h e
l o t . O n J a n u a r y 1
a m a n o f c o l o r
L - 7 - 4 4 8 - 1 8 6 0

f o r $7 0 0 h e s o l d t h e h o m e t o P h i l l i p R e d d i n g
( N . C .C o . D e e d -

1 8 6 3
( n e g r o ) o f S t . G e o r g e s H u n d r e d .

T - 7 - 3 4 3 - - 1 8 6 3 D o v e r )

1

J

T h e 1 8 5 0 C e n s u s l i s t s P h i l l i p R e d d i n g a s a g e 2 8 a n d o c c u p a t i o n - a
b u t c h e r . H i s w i f e ' s n a m e w a s I s a b e l l a . R i c h a r d R e d d i n g , a g e 2 2 , l i v e d
w i t h t h e m a n d w a s a h i r e d l a b o r e r . T h e R e d d i n g F a m i l y l i v e d o n t h i s
p r o p e r t y a n d P h i l l i p d i e d n e a r t h e F a l l o f 8 1 7 8 . M a r y G a m b r o u g h t s u i t
a g a i n s t T h o m a s H . G o u l d , a d m i n i s t r a t o r , f o r P h i l l i p R e d d i n g a n d I s a b e l l a
R e d d i n g o n a s u r v i v i n g m o r t g a g e o f $ 3 0 0 a n d i n t e r e s t o f $ 1 4 . 0 5 f r o m
J a n u a r y 1
a u c t i o n ,

S h e r i f f I s a a c G r u b b s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y a t p u b l i c
t o J o h n P . H u d s o n .

, 1 8 7 6 .
f o r $ 4 5 0 S h e r i f f G r u b b ' s t e r m e x p i r e d a n d

t h e n e w s h e r i f f J o h n P y l e t h r o u g h p e t i t i o n o f J o h n P. H u d s o n i s s u e d a
d e e d o n N o v e m o e r 2 5 , 1 8 7 8 t o H u d s o n . I t ' s n o t k n o w n i f t h e w i d o w
R e d d i n g c o n t i n u e d t o t e n a n t t h e p r o p e r t y o r m o v e d e l s e w h e r e . ( N . C .C o
D e e d L-1 1-4 2 2 — 1 8 7 8 D o v e r )
.|s ,&£!§JSLJE&> '

)

J o h n P . H u d s o n d i e d a n d h i s s o n A l f r e d L . H u d s o n a n d s i f e S a r a h o n
S a l l i e

l a w w h o s o l d t h e !
E l i z a b e t h S .

w a s m a r r i e d t o

1 8 8 6 s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y t o S a l l i e ( S a r a h ) A . R i l e y .
1 9 0 1 l e a v i n g h e i r s

T h r e e c h i l d r e n -
a l l r e c e i v e d 1 / 3 i n t e r e s t .

M a r c h 2 5 ,
8S&Pr§

r; "" '"v * 7

d i e d l i n t e s t a t e D e c e m b e r 2 7 a t>
p r o p e r t y o n O c t o b e r 9. . -a n d M a r y T .
H o w a r d O t h o s o n

S a m u e l A
E l i z a b e t h S .

1 9 3 7 . ) >

L
M a r y T . m a r r i e d H a r r y J . S t e w a r t .

1 9 0 4f l e a v i n g f o u r s o n s a n d f o u r d a u g h t e r s -
J o s e p h-W i l l i a m-E r n e s t -S a m u e l -M a b e l -M a r y - S a r a h-R a c h e l .
H a r r y J . o f M a r y T . , h a d d i e d b y 1 9 3 7 . R a c h e l S t e w a r t
d i e d u n m a r r i e d N o v e m b e r 1 0 . 1 9 1 9 l e a v i n g h e r s h a r e s t o b r o t h e r s a n d

M a r y h a d d i e d J u n e
a l l t o r e c e i v e h e r 1 / 3 p a r t ,

T h e h u s b a n d

w

a d a u g h t e r
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sisters. Joseph , a brother , had died January 19 , 1934 childless ,
leaving his shares to brothers and sisters. Mabel Stewart , after her
mothers (Mary T.) death , married William Collins , who abandoned her
and unheard of for 15 years. Mary Stewart married Walton Rhodes but
was divorced by decree November 12, 1930. (The preceding was included
for benefit of geneaology purposes)

The- property was sold to Elizabeth S. Riley Othoson and her husband
Howard Othoson of Philadelphia , Pa. for $266.67 deducting Elizabeth's
1/3 interest in the property. (N.C.Co. Deed R-40-495--1937 Dover)

The daughter of Howard and Elizabeth - Ann , wife to Alvin Batten , lived
on the property along with their sons Howard A. and Eugene W. .

Howard Othosondied in the year 1941 and the daughter Ann Batten
received the property. After the death of Alvin and Ann the sons
received the property. They sold the property to Raymond and Shiela
Baxter on June 21 , 1982. Raymond was a carpenter contractor and made
renovations and repairs while a resident. Raymond sold the property
on October 26 , 1989 to Carmen R. and Kathleen R. Dienno.
(N.C.Co Deed T-18-291--1982 Bk 947 pg. 195 --1989 Rc. Deeds Wilm.)
The Dienno Family resides on the property.
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Two vacant properties are to the Northeast of the Dienno property
adjoining the government canal road and drainage ditch , each being
25 ' x 100' in size. See page 9S

The land formerly belonged to Henry Peckard and then to his son Edwin
Peckard.
lots to Thomas Heisel.

0-7-88--1860 Dover)
Heisel sold the lots to Edward Gam.

sold one lot to John Moore in the year 1898.
( N.C.Co. Deeds

Q — 17— 234—4— 15 — 1898

(N.C.Co. Deed Edwin Peckard sold the
Mr. Gam

Nothing was found on the
N — 17 —40— 11 -4-1897 -

Dover)
property past this date.
P-20-326--8-16-1898
Edward Gam sold one lot to Harry C. Clark ,

to Howard Othoson of Philadelphia , Pa. .
the year 1941 and the lot went to sons
died and the lot 'went to Howard.

Barbara Crather et-el.
P-20-326--8-16-1898

Harry C. Clark sold the lot
Howard Othoson died around

Howard and Carl Othoson.
Howard died and the lot went to his

Carl

(N.C.Co. W-9-- 1962
P-20-326

WR79645)
U-40-200-- 1 -25--1938

estate
(N.C.Co Deed
P-20-328--1898)?

A small two story framehouse sits across the drainage ditch opposite
the former St. Georges Canning Co. driveway. The property was given
to a negro family by the farmland owners for whom they worked. Ethel
Lloyd was and owner before the now resident and owner
Research is incomplete.

1

Helen Boyer.i
i

i
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S t . G e o r g e s C a n n i n g C o . C i r c a - 1 9 3 9
L o c a t i o n - D e l a w a r e S t r e e t

:

I
i
f
i

T h e c a n n e r y r e -e s t a b l i s h e d i t s b u s i n e s s t o t h e D e l a w a r e S t r e e t l o c a t i o n
i n t h e y e a r 1 9 3 7 .k

A n e w s a r t i c l e i n T h e M i d d l e t o w n T r a n s c r i p t -
W O R K S T A R T S O N N E W C A N N I N G F A C T O R Y

M a y 3 0 , 1 9 3 7 s t a t e sf
>;

C l a u d e N . L e s t e r h a s s t a r t e d w o r k o n h i s n e w c a n n i n g f a c t o r y e a s t o f
S t . G e o r g e s . W o r k m e n a r e l a y i n g t h e f o u n d a t i o n s a n d b l o c k f o r t h e c o r n
s h e d a n d t h e f a c t o r y p r o p e r w i l l b e r u s h e d t o c o m p l e t i o n a s r a p i d l y
a s p o s s i b l e .
M r . L e s t e r e x p e c t s t o n a v e t h e f a c t o r y r e a d y f o r t h e s w e e t c o r n p i c k
w h i c h w i l l c o m e a b o u t A u g u s t 1 3 t h . T h e n e w f a c t o r y i s l o c a t e d o n t n e
s o u t h e a s t p a r t o f t h e H a r r y L e s t e r f a r m j u s t e a s t o f t o w n . ( H a r r y L e s t e r
w a s t h e t e n a n t , n o t t h e o w n e r . )

%

j

,s

f
j

I S'!

)

I -H.uI*
S.

vm L e s t e r w a s f o r c e d t o a b a n d o n
o v e r t h e b r i d g e o n t h e s o u t h s i d e
t h e p r o p e r t y t o e n l a r g e t h e c a n a l
h a s n o w b e e n t o r n d o w n a n d r e m o v e d ,

t h e o l d e q u i o m e n t f o r h i s n e w f a c t o r y ,

l a

h i s o l d f a c t o r y n e a r t h e c a n a l
b e c a u s e t h e g o v e r n m e n t t o o k o v e r

i n t h a t s e c t i o n .

M r j u s t
i

T h e e n t i r e b u i l d i n g
M r . L e s t e r r e p u r c h a s e d p a r t s o f

t
' tf iff !1-.

T h e h i s t o r y o f t h e c a n n e r y b e a a n w i t h i t s l o c a t i o n
C h e s a p e a k e a n d D e l a w a r e C a n a l . O n A p r i l A
P a c k i n g C o . i n c o r o o r a t e d w i t h t h e f o l l o w i n g m e m b e r s -
M a r k H . P i e r c e , G e o r g e S . S i m p l e r , J o h n C . S t u c k e r t , C l a y t o n M . R i l e y

S m i t h . M a n y o f t h e s e n a m e s , y o u w i l l f i n d , a r e a l r e a d y
m e n t i o n e d i n t h i s b o o k a s b u s i n e s s m e n a n d p r o p e r t y o w n e r s .
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T h e c a n n e r y w a s e r e c t e d i n t h e y e a r 1 8 8 3 o n l a n d n e a r t h e c a n a l ,
m a d e i t p o s s i b l e t o s h i p g o o d s i n t o a n d f r o m t h e c a n n e r y . T h i s

I n 1 9 0 8 - 0 9 t h e n a m e w a s c h a n g e d t o S t . G e o r g e s C a n n i n g C o . a n d i t
r e m a i n e d t h a t u n t i l i t w a s s o l d i n t h e y e a r 1 9 7 2 .
I n 1 9 2 0 t h e c a n n i n g c o m p a n y w a s o w n e d b y M r . G e o r g e S n e d e k e r . O n
S e p t e m b e r 2 6 , 1 9 2 1 , T h e S t . G e o r g e s C a n n i n g C o . w a s i n c o r p o r a t e d .
M r . L e s t e r o w n e d a h a l f i n t e r e s t , a n d i n 1 9 2 2 h e b o u g h t M r . S n e d e k e r ' s
o n e -h a l f i n t e r e s t a n d b e c a m e t h e f u l l o w n e r . I t w a s i n h i s o w n e r s h i p
u n t i l t h e y e a r 1 9 5 6 w h e n i t b e c a m e a p a r t n e r s h i p i n c l u d i n g h i s t h r e e
s o n s , C l a u d e E . , E a r l e J . , a n d R i c h a r d H . L e s t e r .1

S w e e t c o r n w a s t h e s p e c i a l t y ; p a c k i n g w h i t e a n d y e l l o w v a r i e t i e s ,
c r u s h e d a n d w h o l e g r a i n . T h e c a n n e r y h a d a l s o c a n n e d t o m a t o e s a n d
a s p a r a g u s . T h e l a n d o n D e l a w a r e S t r e e t a t t h e e d g e o f t o w n w a s p u r c h a s e d
i n 1 9 3 6 f r o m A l i c e B u c k s o n a n d a d e e d g i v e n o n M a r c h 1 0 , 1 9 3 7 . ( N . C . C o
D e e d V - 3 9 - 3 A 9 - - 1 9 3 7 F i l e s G . B . L e s t e r ) I n 1 9 6 3 m o r e l a n d w a s b o u g h t
f r o m I r v i n g S p a r k s . T h e l a n d a d j o i n e d t h e c a n n e r y p r o p e r t y o n t h e w e s t .
N . C . C o . D e e d U- 7 - 5 1 1- - 1 9 6 3 )

C o r n w a s s o l d t o m a j o r m a r k e t s t o r e s a n d s h i p p e d a l l o v e r t h e U n i t e d
S t a t e s a n d o v e r s e a s d u r i n g W o r l d W a r I I .
O n N o v e m b e r 1 7 , 1 9 7 1 a p u b l i c s a l e w a s h e l d s e l l i n g t h e m a c h i n e r y
c o n t e n t s o f t h e c a n n e r y . I n 1 9 7 2 t h e l a n d a n d c a n n e r y b u i l d i n g s w e r e
s o l d t o G e t t y O i l C o . T h e b u i l d i n g s w e r e d e s t r o y e d . L a t e r T e x a c o
R e f i n e r y b e c a m e t h e o w n e r a n d n o w t h e p r o p e r t y i s o w n e d b y M o t i v a .
T h e p r o p e r t y i n t h e y e a r 1 9 6 3 w a s z o n e d M - 3 H e a v y I n d u s t r y a n d r e m a i n s
i n t h a t c a t e g o r y . T h e w e l l w a t e r u s e d b y t h e c a n n e r y w a s p i p e d o u t t o
t h e o i l r e f i n e r y , e a s t o f S t . G e o r g e s , n o w t h e M o t i v a R e f i n e r y .

I
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P H O N E DELAWARE CITY 5572

ST. GEORGES CAM M I M G COMPAMY
P A C K E R S O E

FINEST QUALITY CREAM STYLE CORN
CONSUMERS’ FAVORITE oJ MAPLE VALLEY BRANDS

S T. G E O R G E S, D E L A W A R E

( O n e o f t h e e a r l y l e t t e r h e a d s )

c i r c a 1 9 6 4

v.r . C l a u d e N . L e s t e r s t a n d i n g b e f o r e t h e c o n v e r y o r b e l t t h a t, c a r r i e s
T h e f i l l e r m a c h i n e f i l l s t h e c a n s w i t h t h ee m p t y c a n s t o t h e f i l l e r .
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teos . cups Corn.eggs,

2 teas, shortening melted. 1 /4 cup milk .
1 LB.NET WT. W H O L E K E R N E L

GOLDEN
V

Sift f lour with baking powder and salt .

Combine eggs and milk, add to dry ingre -
NET WT 1 LB.dients . and mix smooth . Stir in the corn
Can Size 303and shortening. Drop from a toblespoon

into deep hot fat ( 375 degrees ) Dromon Cups, Approx 2
absorbent paper . Serve with s y r u p o r Servings, Average . 3-4
sprinkle with confect ioner ' s sugar Serves
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Guide to #5 Book Properties

No.

53 - Hurlock House - Marvin & Sandra Billips
5A - Delaware Trust Building
55' - Sadler - Gunsmith - Confectionery etc. - Eric Dressier
56 - Calder - Aspril - Bias House - Lawrence Bias
57 - Hudson Property - Christopher Squires
58 - John Calder Double House - Wm . & Sarah Nickle
59 - John Calder Double House - Rhoda Clark
60 Vacant lot -- Former site Johnathon Daniel Tony House

Hynson Home
St. Georges Historical Society

61 - Presbyterian Church Manse
62 - St. Georges Presbyterian Church

Blacksmith Lot63 Vacant
Calhoun & Sutton House
Joseph Martin House

66 - Gottlieb Streinger Property

Thelma Sutton64
65

Edw. Lester - Roger Me Call Cindy
Patterson

67 - Corner Store House - Garman & Crompton Store - Barbara & David Meek
68 - Sutton Drugstore - Gestwicki - Carey
69 - Site - Baldwin - Reutter House - Vacant
70 - Sutton - Cornelius - Gam - Johnson - Vacant
71 - Francis Taroni House - Tate
72 - Redding - Riley
73 - Howard Othoson
74 - Moore or U. S. Gov ' t.
75 - St. Georges Canning Co. Site
76 - St. Georges Service Station
77 - Commodore MacDonough School

(Sutton)
Kenneth and Helen Sutton

Carmen Dienno
vacant

Othoson - Batten
Barbara Crather et. el.

vacant
Vacant

Taxi Business
Motiva Refinery Co .
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C A N A L S C E N E S

L o r d B a l t i m o r e o r
E r i c s o n S t e a m s h i p
L i n e- g o i n g t h r o u g h
L o c k B r i d g e o p e n i n g .
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T h e C h e s a p e a k e a n d
D e l a w a r e C a n a l ' s
e x i s t e n c e a s a l o c k
b a r g e w a t e r w a y w i l l
b e b r o u g h t t o a n
e n d a t m i d n i g h t ,
J a n . 3 1 , 1 9 2 7 . F o r
t w o w e e k s f o l l o w i n g
n o b o a t s o t h e r t h a n
t h o s e e n g a g e d i n
e n g i n e e r i n g w o r k
w i l l b e p e r m i t t e d
t o e n t e r t h e c a n a l .
( D e l a . L e d g e r -

J a n . 2 8 , 1 9 2 7 )
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!C o n s t r u c t i o n
b e g u n J u l y 1 9 2 4 .
B r i d g e o p e n e d t o
t r a f f i c M a r c h
1 9 2 6 .

t
T h e l o c k s

w e r e s t i l l i n
p l a c e a n d o p e n .
D e s t r o y e d b y a
s h i p o n J a n u a r y
1 0 t h 1 9 3 9 .
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C o n s t r u c t i o n
b e g a n i n e a r l y
1 9 4 0 . O c t o b e r 2 0
1 9 4 1 s t e e l b e a m s
w e r e j o i n e d t o -
g e t h e r f o r m i n g t h e
r o a d b e d .
t w o w e e k s t h e
u p p e r a r c h e s o f
t h e m a i n s u p p o r t s
w e r e r i v e t e d
t o g e t h e r .
b r i d g e o p e n e d t o
t r a f f i c i n 1 9 4 2 .
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i n p l a c e .
D e d i c a t e d
D e c e m b e r 9
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W o r k b e g a n o n t h e
b r i d g e - A p r i l

1 9 9 2 .I
.3.k :

’ Mi
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