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Court of General Sessions, Kent County

Session Dockets

1680
1948

35 volumes,7.15 cubic feet 20 vols @ 3 LLU-5, 2 vols @ 1 MU 2.5, 9 vols
@ 9 reg flat 19, 3 @ 2 reg flat 17, 1 loose vol.

Record of matters and cases before the Court of (Quarter) General
Sessions.

Entries include court cases, petitions, appointments, lists of witnhesses
and jurors summoned, and orders from the court. Entries for court cases
show court term, case number, name(s) of defendant(s) and witness(es),
indictment, type and date of court order issuances, court rulings
(ignoramus, true bill, guilty or not), and costs. Petitions concern road
improvements, tavern or peddlers license, transporting slaves across the
State line, and apprentice indenture contentions and show name(s) of
petitioner(s), reason for petition, and date. Appointments by the court
of officials or commissioners show name(s) of appointee(s), reason for
appointment or office to which appointed, and date. Jury lists show
names of those summoned to serve during the current term. Court orders
show reason for order, names of those concerned, conditions of order,
and date. Grand jury reports and performance bonds of court officials
are also entered. Earliest recordings were entered together in the
series RG 3800 and RG 3815 (earliest Appearance Dockets).

Note: Docket case entries for this court from 1948 to 1951 can be found
in the Clerk’s Docket series (RG 3805.000.016). In 1951, a state
constitutional amendment was passed relating to the judiciary. From
this act, the Court of General Sessions was abolished and its criminal
functions were transferred to Superior Court.

The earlier volumes are labeled: Volume 1718-1721; Kent County Court
1718-1722; "Kent County Court Records, 1736-1786"; "Kent County
Delaware, Court Record A, 1680-1682, Ear-Marks to 1704.' "Quarter
Sessions,” some dated. The later volumes are labeled "General Sessions
Docket,™ "Kent County.™

WORK STATUS ARCHIVIST:

____needs sorting ____review fTor identification/

____needs unfolding further determination

___needs foldering/reboxing ____processing

___other: ____determine origin/purpose
other:

CONDITION:

____totally disorganized FILM:

____order not apparent ____fTor security

___origin guestionable ____destroy original

____other: ___other:

Chronological by court term.

No index for earliest years, later volumes index within, follows each
court term. In some instances index is complete for entire volume,
alphabetically by name of defendant.

Handwritten.

10 rolls; 35 mm, (1734-1914)
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999

Fair/poor; acid damage; rust damage; storage damage; dirt damage; some
volumes wrapped in brown acidic paper.

48 D.L., chap.109. Constitutional Amendment relating to the Judiciary
and the abolishment of the Court of General Sessions. Passed 5/14/1951.

2003036
On 3/19/2009, removed one volume (1948, 1957-1963). This volume
contained six 1948 October Term General Sessions case entries. These

entries were officially recorded in the Clerk’s Docket series (RG
3805.000.016) for that year.

2/06/1987

July 2, 1987; November 16, 1988; October 9, 1990; February 20, 1991;
December 20, 1995; August 9, 1999; February 27, 2003; March 18, 2009;
March 19, 2009
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