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261 Legal documents submitted to the Orphans’ Court for adoption cases and 

transcribed into dockets.  Adoption records are for 1885-1949 and an 

index to the Adoption Dockets is for 1937-1970. 

270 Dockets record the petition for adoption by the adoptive parents, court 

orders, court rulings, statements by character witnesses, the final 

decree, and may include a report by the State Board of Welfare or 

another adoption agency recommending the adoption.  Entries may give the 

names of the adoptive parents, child, and birth parents; sex, age, and 

birth date of the child; status and location of the birth parents; 

family situation leading to adoption; address of petitioners and birth 

parents; name of attorney; and name of the judge. 

 

 The 1937-1970 index volume indexes Volumes C through L.  It shows the 

name of the adopted child, names of natural parents, date of 

interlocutory and/or final decree, volume number, and page number. 

 

290 Orphans’ Court Adoption Record, Volume #, New Castle County.  Index to 

Adoptions, 1937 -, Orphans’ Court New Castle County Delaware. 

310  

329 WORK STATUS                     

 

330 Arranged chronologically by date of recording. 

331 Index within each volume by names of child and adoptive parents.  

Separate index volume for Volumes C thru L, 1937-1970. 

332 Handwritten. 

350  

360 Fair – good condition.  Acid damage, some volumes with loose pages an 

bindings, leather deterioration. 
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990 November 28, 2007 

995 December 14, 2007;  
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