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Enumeration of social statistics for the year ending June 30, 1850,
1860, 1870 provide a statistical picture of the economic, educational,
and social conditions of Delaware for this period.

The census schedules of social statistics were compiled by assistant
marshals of the federal government and submitted to the Secretary of the
Interior. Each return includes the names of county, hundred, and town
or city. For each area of enumeration, schedules provide information on
the valuation of estates; annual taxes; colleges, academies, and
schools; seasons and crops; libraries; newspapers and periodicals;
churches; pauperism; crime; and wages. Entries concerning valuation of
estates include valuation of real estate; personal property and total;
method of valuation (e.g., county or city assessors”™ books); and true
valuation of estate. Entries concerning annual taxes include type
[e.g., county, school, road], amounts of annual taxes paid; and method
of payment. Entries concerning colleges, academies and schools include
types [e-g-, public, high school] and numbers of schools; numbers of
teachers employed and pupils enrolled in each type; and amounts of funds
raised by taxation, realized from endowment, received from public funds,
or received from other sources for each type of school. Entries
concerning seasons and crops include types of crops that fell short of
harvest expectations; percentage of shortage; and quantity of crops
(e.g, bushels) normally yielded per acre. Entries concerning libraries
include types (i.e., public, private, legal); numbers of each type of
library; and number of volumes in each library. Entries concerning
newspapers and periodicals include title circulation; type (e.g.-,
local); and frequency of publication. Entries for churches include
types of dominations and numbers of churches; number of persons each
church can accommodate; and valuation of property for each denomination.
Entries concerning pauperism include numbers of native-born and foreign
paupers supported for full and half year and cost of support. Entries
concerning crime include numbers of native and foreign criminals
convicted within the year and in prison on June 1st. Entries concerning
wages include average monthly wages paid to farmhands with board;
average weekly wages paid to female domestics with board; and cost of
board per week for laborers. Each return also includes name and
certification of assistant marshal. Returns are included for New
Castle, Kent and Sussex Counties.
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