
EXE C U TIVE D E PART MENT 

DOVER 

EX E CUT IVE ORDER 
NUMBER TW E NT Y -SEVE N 

T O : HE A DS OF ALL STATE DEP ARTME NT S AND AGENCIES 

R E : COMMISSION ON T HE F UT UR E OF EDUCATION IN DE LAWAR E 

W HEREAS, r the Sta te of Dela ware faces s erious c ha lle nges to its 

present e duca tiona l system; a nd 

WHEREAS, these cha llenges mus t be met- in a carefully considered and 

deliberate fashion in order to protect the educa tional interests and well-being 

of Delaware 1s children; and 

W HEREAS, sound and cont inuing knowl e dge of the progre ss be ing m a de 

in education and an analysis of the needs for the future i s incumbent upon the 

Governor, as chief executive officer of the Sta te; a nd 

WHEREAS. De l aware i s fortun a te to ha ve many citizens in both the 

private a nd public s ect ors who are ab le a nd wi lling to contribute pos itively to 

the knowle dge and under s t a nding of our State's educationa l system. 

NOW, T HEREFORE. I, PIERRE S. du P ONT , IV, by virtue of the author ity 

ve s te d in me as Governor of the Sta te of Delaware , do hereby declare a nd orde r 

as follows: 

1. T he r e i s he r e by e s tab lished the Governor' s Commission on the F uture 

of E duca tion in Delawar e . 

2. T he Commission shall c onsist of ninete en members a ppointed by the 

Governor to serve a t his plea sure . T he Gover nor shall designa te a Cha irperson 

from a mong the m e mbe r ship. 

3. T he Commission s hall consist of two panels , one spe c ifically address ing 



the needs of higher education and a second specifically address ing the 

needs of Kindergarten through Grade 1 2 educa tion. T he Cha irperson of 

the Commission shall a l so serve as the Chairperson of e a ch panel. 

4. The Council is charged with the following respons ib ilities 

an d duties: 

(a ) to review generally the status and future of K -1 2 

and higher public e ducation in the State of De l a ware; 

(b) to a sse ss the prospective impac t of declining e nroll­

m ents , pupil transfers a nd f inancial constra ints upon the Sta te's 

educational system, and to recommend s teps to be taken by 

the State to deal with these problems; 

(c) to determine the prospec tive needs of the State's educa­

tional system and to make recommendations to enable the State 

to maintain a qua lity educationa l program; 

(d) to consider the problem of discipline in Delaware schools 

and recommend a ny new approaches it deems appropriate to 

enhance the abilit,ies of students to le arn; 

(e ) to analyz e the current methods of State funding of higher 

e ducation for their effectiveness , from the perspective of the 

State , the student and the institution, and to make r ecommenda tions 

for appropriate change s in these m e thods ; 

(f) to s t udy the va rious entities of Sta te government with 

responsibilities in the fie ld of e ducation to determine if t he 

exi s ting structures are suffic i ent to m eet the need s of the citize ns 

of the St a t e . 

5. E ach of the following organ iz ations with a direct interes t in e ducation 

shall be invited to name a representative to serve ex officio as a r e sour ce to 

the Commission: 
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Dela ware A ssociation of School Administrators 
Dela ware School Bo ar d s Associa tion 
Dela ware State E ducation Associa tion 
De l a ware F eder ation of T e a chers 
Department of Public Instruc tion 
Chief School Officers Association 
Delaware Sta te College 
Delaware T echnical a nd Community College 
University of Delaware 
A ssocia tion of Independent Colleges 

6 . All State agencies shall coopera te in providing such data a nd 

a ssista nce to the Commission a s may be necessary, including, b ut not 

limited to , reports , projections and personal a ppear ances a s reque sted 

by the Chairperson. 

Upon request of the Chairperson, the P ostsecondary Educa tion Commis­

sion, the Department of P ublic Instruction, and such other a gencies a s 

specified by the Chairperson, with the a pproval of the Governor, shall provide 

such staff a nd financia l a nd technica l a s sis ta nce to the Comm ission as approved 

by t he Governor. 

7 . T he Commission shall s ubmit to the Governor a preliminary repor t 

of its conclusions a nd recommendations not later than December 1 , 197 7, and 

a fina l report not la ter than January 15, 1978. 

APPROVED this 
r1a . .f:! 
.,(,--, day of August, 1977. 

ATTE ST : 
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