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EXECUTIVE ORDER. 
NUMBER TWENTY 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

DOVER 

TO: HEADS OF ALL STATE DEPARTMENT S AND AGENCIES 

HE: COMMISSION ON THE ST A TUS OF WOMEN 

WHEREAS, Executive Order Number Fifty-one of Governor R ussell 

W . Peterson, dated Marc h 9, 1971 , established a Council for Women to, 

inter alia, promote the e quality of women in the public and private sectors 

a nd e limi nate discriminatory practices in all aspects of society; and 

WHEREAS, Governor Sherman W . Tribbi.t t, by Executive Order 

Number Forty- two, dated Marc h 23, 1974, reestablished and r econstituted 

the Coun cil for Women; a nd 

WHEREAS, there is a need to redefine the objectives and functions 

of the Council for Women in order to assure that the diverse interests and 

concerns of the women of Delaware a re served; and 

WHEREAS. there has been a l ack of participation in the work of the 

Council for Women by some present members of the Council which has 

seriously hampered the effectivene'S5ssof the Council a nd demonstrates a 

need to reorganize the Coun c il. 

NOW , THEREFORE, I , PIER.HE S. du PONT, IV . by virtue of the 



authority vested in me as Governor of the State of Del aware, do hereby 

declare and order the followi ng: 

1 . Effecti ve July 15, 1977, the Council for Women, as established 

and constituted by Executive Order Number Forty-two of former Governor 

Sherman W. Tribbitt, is reorganized and reconstituted as the Governor 1s 

Commission on the Status of Women, as set out in this Executive Order. 

2. To the extent Executive Order N1mber Forty-two of former 

Governor Sherman W. Tribbitt is inconsistent with the provi s ions of this 

Order, it is rescinded effecti ve July 15_~ 1977. 

3. The Governor 1s Commi ssion on the Status of Women shall consist 

of twenty-five members appointed by the Governor. The members of the 

Commission s hall be broadly representative of the women of Delaware. 

At least four members shall be a ppointed from each of the three counties 

of the State and four members shall be appointed from the City of Wilmington. 

No more than fifteen members shall be m embers of any one politi cal 

party. 

4. The terms of the present m embers of the Council for Women shall 

expire on July 15, 1 977. The term of a member of the Governor 1s Com­

mission on the Status of Women shall be three (3 ) years. Initially, the 

Governor shall designate e ight members to serve a one - year t,erm, e ight 

members to serve a two-year term, and eight members to serve a three­

year term. If any member fails to attend four successive m eetings of the 

Commission , the position may be deemed vacant, and upon r ecommendation 

of the Chairperson, the Governor may appoint a replacement. Any appoint­

ment t:o r epla ce a member whose position becomes vacant prior to the 

expiration of the term shall be filled only for the rem ainde r of the term . 

5 . The Cha irperson shall be appointed by the Governor from among 
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the twenty- five members, and shall s erve at the pleasure of the 

Governor, The other officers shall be elected by the Commission 

from among i.ts m:embers. 

6 . The duties and functions of the Commission shall be : 

(a ) To fos t e r an understanding of and appreciation for 

the many contributions of the women of Delaware to the 

home, the community, the State and the Na tion; 

(b ) To consider matters of concern to the women of the 

State of Delaware and , to this e nd, hold heari ngs , conduct 

forums and discus sion groups. i ssue reports, a nd compile 

and di stribute s tatistic s and infor mation; 

(c ) To make r e commendations to the Gove rnor for 

a c ti on which may be taken to e nd discriminatory practi ces 

within State go ve rnm e nt and to establish polic ie s and pro­

grams within the E xecut i ve Branch designed to be nefit the 

women of the State ; 

(d ) To r evie w legislation pe nding i n the Gener a l Assembly 

dealing with i s sue s of parti cular inte r e st to the wome n of 

De laware a nd make recomme ndati ons concerning such le gis ­

la ti on to the Governor a nd the Gene r a l As s embly ; 

(e ) T o make s pe c ific Legisla ti ve proposals dealing wit h 

r e moving discrimina tory La ws a nd pr acti ces in the Sta te of 

De l a wa r e a nd wi.th fur thering t he welfare of the women of the 

Sta te ; to tra ns mit s uc h Legisl a tion , with a ny r e port or i nforma ­

ti on thereon, to the Gove rnor a nd t o the Gene r a l A s s embly ; 

a nd to work toward the passage of s uc h legi s l a tion; 
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(f) To serve as a clearing house for providing information 

on the sta tus of women to the general public, to State agencies 

and to the wom en of the State; and to refer complaints and in­

q ui r ies to the appropriate State de partments or agencies or 

com munity organizations ; 

(g ) To cooperate and work with appropriate agencies of 

othe r state s whi ch are concerned with the status of wom en and 

with the elimination of di scrimination on the basis of sex; 

(h ) To perform such other functions and duties as im posed 

upon it by l aw or as are assigned to it by the Governor. 

7. The Commi ssion shall make periodic r e ports to the Governor 

on its acti vities and recommendations, and shall iss ue such other reports 

or ass istance as the Governor or Secretary shall from tim e tot time 

r e qui r e or r e quest. 

a 
APPROVED thi s It> day of June, 19 77. 

ATTEST : 
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