
EXECUTIVE ORDER 
NUMBER NINETY-TWO 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

DOVER 

TO: 

RE : 

HEADS OF ALL STATE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION 
EQUALIZATION EVALUATION TASK FORCE 

WHEREAS , ma j o r and mi no r capital improveme n t fund jng f o r 
r e gular school construction has histo rically been f unded on a 
60/40 s tate/local basis; and 

WHEREAS, major and minor capital improvement funding for 
vocational school districts and special education schools has 
historically been funded on a 100% state basis; and 

WHEREAS, these funding practices do not take into account 
the ability of a local district to generate its share of 
construction costs; and 

WHEREAS, the need to provide quality instructional 
facilities for the public school students of this state is 
essent ial to our continued economic stability and progress; 
and 

WHEREAS, the quality of educational facilities should no t 
vary based solely on the wealth or ability of local 
districts ; and 

WHEREAS, Senate Bi ll No . 460 of the 13 4th General 
Assembly, if enacted, would have established minimum loc al 
contributions that i n some cases were unjustifiably l ow and 
as a result would no t have provided fo r an appropria te level 
of local effort; and 

WHEREAS, the hold -harmless provis i o ns inc l uded i n sai d 
Senate Bill No. 460 wou ld have maintained a minimum 60% s tate 
share despite the fact that applying the abil ity inde xe s 
establi s hed in the bill to several of the dist ri cts wit h 
larger and more divers ified tax bases wou l d have req u ired 
larger loca l cost shares; and 



WHEREAS , said Senate Bill No. 4 60 did not address t he 
equity i ssues associ ated with 100% state fi nancing of 
vocati onal school districts and special education schools; and 

WHEREAS , equalizing the costs of capital improvements 
wi ll have a substantial impact on fu ture bond bills; and 

WHEREAS, the Delaware General Ass embly r ecently enacted 
new Debt Affordability legislation that did no t contemplate 
increased state funding for school districts. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, MICHAEL N. CASTLE, by virtue of the 
authority vested in me as Governor of the State of Delaware, 
do he reby d ec lare and order that: 

1. The Cap ital Construction Equalizati on Evaluati o n Task 
Force is hereby created and is to be composed of the 
following persons: 

a . one member o f the State Boa rd of Education to be 
appointed by the President of the Board and who 
sha ll serve as the chairperson of the Task Force; 

b. one member of the Senate appointed by the 
President Pro-Tempore; 

c. one member o f the House of Representatives 
appointed by the Speaker of the House; 

d. f our local school district superintende nts, 
including one from each county and one from a 
vocational district, to be appointed by the 
Governor; 

e. the Secretary of Finance; 

f. the Director of the Office of the Budget; 

g. the Directo r o f the Delaware Development Office; 

h. two public members to be appo inte d by the Governo r . 

2. The Capita l Cons t ruction Equ a liza tion Evaluat ion Task 
Force is c harged with the following responsibilities: 

a. To develop a plan to address the inequities that 
exist in the current system so as to assure that 
the ability of poorer school districts to finance 
needed capital costs is not precluded; 

b. To r ecommend whether or n o t vocational school 
districts and special education schools shou ld be 
included in a capital equalization program; 

c. To develop appr opr ia te recommendations for maximum 
and minimum state contributions for all public 
education capital improvements; 



d. To conduct a t horo ug h analysis o f t h e potent ial 
impact vario us alternatives will have on the 
state's capital budget given anticipated or 
desirable construction n eeds and existing 
l i mitat i ons on bonded indebtedness; and 

e . To make such other recommendations regarding 
public education construction financing as the 
Task Fo r ce deems appropriate for consideration 
including recommendations as to a reasonable 
i mplementation date or dates recognizing the need 
t o balance equity issues and the state's current 
fiscal condition. 

3. Th e Commi t tee s hall r e port i ts findings to the 
Gove rno r by June 10, 199 1. 

APPROVED this /S~ 
day of April, 199 1 . 

Governor 

ATTEST: 

Sec etary of State 
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