
EXECUTIVE ORDER 
NUMBER 'lwenty- Seven 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

DOVER 

TO: HEADS OF ALL STATE DEPARTMENTS, AGENCIES AND AUTHORITIES, 
AND ALL POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS AND GOVERNMENTAL UNITS OF 
THE STATE OF DELAWARE 

RE: DECLARATION OF DROUGHT WARNING: DROUGH T ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

WHEREAS, it is essential to avoid or mitigate the ad­

verse impact of a drought that may cause a state of emergency 

to be declared; and 

WHEREAS, the current drought conditions experienced in 

Delaware are adversely impacting fresh water supply avail­

ability throughout the State and have created a condi tion of 

relative water scarcity which will likely increase the number 

and scope of conflicts between competin g water users; and 

WHEREAS, any directive to reduce water use during 

drought conditions is anticipated to have substantial impact on 

the State's environment and economy thereby affecting a wide 

range of water users and interests; and 

WHEREAS, instream water needs to protect fish and wild­

life and to maintain water quality standards must also be ad­

dressed; and 



WHEREAS, a high degree of cooperation between the vari­

ous water uses and water users of Delaware will be necessary 

during a drought and will require input from spokespersons rep ­

resenting and/or regulating these interests; and 

WHEREAS, the State's comprehensive water resources plan­

ning process has established a phased approach in implementing 

drought contingency measures; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Michael N. Castle, by the authority 

vested in me as Governor of the State of Delaware, do hereby 

declare and order as follows: 

1. This Executive Order shall constitute a drought 

warning for the State of Delaware. 

2 . All State agencies shall immediately impose a ban on 

all non - essential use of water as more fully set forth in para­

graph three of this Executive Order, and each shall develop and 

implement best management practices for all agency water uses. 

3. All Delawareans are asked to voluntarily restrict 

the non- essential use of water including but not limited to the 

following: 

(a) The use of fresh water for non-agricultural 

irrigation and watering of outdoor gardens, landscaped 

areas, trees, shrubs, and outdoor plants with the fol­

lowing exceptions which are appropriate only during 

evening and early morning hours: 
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(1) Water applied by hand-held containers or 

hand-held hoses with manually operated flow control 

nozzles for irrigation to domestic vegetable and fruit 

gardens or low pressure perforated hoses with the user 

in attendance; and 

(2) Water used by commercial nurseries at the 

minimum amount necessary to maintain stock; and 

(3) Water applied in the minimum amount 

necessary to implement revegetation of land following 

earth moving where it is necessary to prevent soil 

erosion; and 

(4) Water applied in the minimum amount 

necessary to allow new lawns and shrubs to survive or 

for application of fertilizers and herbicides to 

existing lawns. 

(b) The use of water for washing paved surfaces such 

as streets, roads, sidewalks, driveways, garages , park­

ing areas, tennis courts and patios; 

(c) The use of water for watering any portion of 

golf courses, except tees and greens which may be 

watered only during evening and early morning hours; 

(d) The use of water for ornamental purposes 

including fountains, artificial waterfalls, and re­

flecting pools; 
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(e) The use of water for non-commercial washing 

and cleaning of automobiles, trucks , or other motor 

vehicles and trailers, except emergency vehicles and 

domestic washing from hand-held buckets and hand-held 

hoses with automatic flow control nozzles where use is 

restricted to the minimum volume necessary which is ac­

ceptable only on unpaved surfaces; 

(f) The use of water from a fire hydrant for any 

purposes (including the use of sprinkler caps) except 

for fire fighting; 

(g) The use of water for flushing sewers or 

hydrants except as deemed necessary in the interest of 

public health and safety; 

(h) The serving of wa t er in restaurants , clubs, 

and entertainment establishments unless specifically 

requested by a customer . 

Additionally, the citizens of Delaware are urged to 

adopt other measures to save water where possible, in­

cluding observing the following practices: repairing 

leaky water fixtures; flushing toilets only when neces­

sary; minimizing splashing from swimming pools and 

avoiding evaporation by covering pools when not in use; 

installing shower flow restrictors, toilet tank dams, 

and faucet aerators. 

4. Delaware water suppliers are requested to consider 

the adoption of such other water conservation measures as may 

be practicable. 
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5. The Department of Natural Resources and Environ­

mental Control and the Delaware Geological Survey will im­

mediately prioritize agency programs so as to give water 

resource evaluations and relevant conservation measures a high 

priority. 

6. The Department of Natural Resources and Environ­

mental Control shall immediately implement the drought warning 

directives set forth in the Comprehensive Water Management Plan. 

7. The Department of Natural Resources and Environ­

mental Control will immediately schedule a public hearing upon 

twenty (20) days notice to consider potential mandatory 

restrictions on water use should such action become necessary. 

8. The Drought Advisory Committee composed of the fol­

lowing eight (8) members shall be continued until relieved by 

me. 

(a) Governor's Chief of Staff, Chairman; 

(b) Secretary of Department of Natural Resources and 

Environmental Control; 

(c) Secretary of the Department of Public Safety; 

(d) Chairman of the Public Service Commission; 

(e) Director of the Delaware Geological Survey; 

(f) State Fire Marshal; 

(g) Secretary of the Department of Agriculture; 

(h) Secretary of the Department of Health and Social 

Services. 
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9. The Drought Advisory Committee shall investigate and 

report to the Governor on measures that may be necessary to 

implement under a drought emergency . Such measures to be con­

sidered shall include but are in no way limited to the fol­

lowing: 

(a) Additional resource management aimed toward the 

efficient utilization of water resources of the State 

including those concerning the physical capabilities and 

problems of water delivery; 

(b) Operating procedures for the transfer of water 

wherever possible; 

(c) Enforcement measures which should be taken in 

addition to those normally carried out by the police; 

(d) The feasibility of modifying user rates and 

imposing surcharges by water utilities to encourage the 

maximum utilization of surface waters and water conser­

vation; 

(e) The encumbering of contingency funds to carry 

out actions under a declared drought emergency. 

10 . The Drought Advisory Committee shall consult with 

municipalities, other agencies, and organizations both public 

and private in carrying out the above described activities. 

The organizations and agencies to be consulted include but are 

not limited to the following: 

(a) Delaware Farm Bureau; 

(b) Delaware State Grange; 

(c) New Castle County Water Resources Agency; 
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(d) Nursery and tree growers associations; 

(e) Delaware Turfgrass Association; 

(f) Water utility companies; 

(g) Any other major water user groups deemed 

appropriate. 
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~ 
APPROVED this ~ay 
of J uly, 1986. 

ATTEST: 

Secretary of State 
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