
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

DOVER 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 
NUMBER SIXTEEN 

TO: HEADS OF ALL STATE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

RE: RECISION OF MANDATORY WATER USE RESTRICTIONS 

WHEREAS, recent rainfa ll, s t ream fl o w, and gr oundwat er 

leve ls i n th e State of D e lawa r e have impro ved from the defici e nt 

condi t ions recorded over the past t we l ve months; and 

WHEREAS, at the behest of the Delaware Rive r Basin 

Commission, Executive Order No. 14 dat e d September 23, 1985 was 

signed and s erved to impose m a nd a tory wate r use restrict ions upon wate r 

users north of t he Cheasapeake and Delawar e Canal; and 

WHEREAS, at a meeting held on October 30, 1985, the 

Delaware River Basin Commission voted to suspend the enforcement of 

Resolution 85-16 enacted on September 13, 1985, and which required the 

impos it ion of mandatory water-use restrictions by member stat es, 

including Del aware; and 

WHEREAS, seasonal water demand decreases signif icantly in 

the autumn and winter months; and 



WHEREAS, water supply conditions within the State of 

De laware no longer justify mandatory water use restrictions; and 

WH EREAS, volu ntary water use restrictions imposed by 

Executive O rder No. 5 dated May 9, 1985 have proven effec tive in 

preventing the S tate of D e laware1 s water supply from falling to critical 

levels; and 

NOW, THERE F ORE, I, MICHA EL N. CAST LE, by virtue of the 

authority vested in me as Governor of the State of Delaware, do hereby 

order and declare as follows : 

I. The m andatory water-use r estrictions upon water users in 

that portion of the State of Delaware north of the Chesapeake and 

Delaware Canal imposed by Executive Order No. 14 (Paragraphs l(a)- (g)) 

are hereby rescinded. 

2. The drought warning for the State of Delaware, as declared 

pursuant to my authority under 20 Del. ~- §3132 on May 9, 1985 

(Executive Order No. 5) shall continue in effect. 

3. T h e D r o u g ht A d vi s o ry C o m m it t e e s ha 11 co n t i n u e to m e et on 

a regular basis and report to the G overnor on water supply and 

hydrological conditions within the State of Delaware. 

4. Those agencies of the State of De laware which have 

undertaken drought response actions and studies pursuant to Executive 

Order N o. II dated July 31, 1985 shall complete said actions and /or 

studies, to-wit: 

(a) The Public Service Commission, in conjunction with 

the Division of Water Resources of the Department of Natural 

Resources and E nvironmental C ontrol, shall establish after 

due 



hearing, appropriate procedures and levels of fines and / or 

surcharges for all public and private water utilities to follow 

fo r t h e p u rp o s e of c u rt a i I i n g w ate r c o n s u m p ti on i n t h e e v e n t 

of a declared drought emergency pursuant to 20 Del.~. §31 33; 

(b) The Public Service Commission shall 

establish after due hearing procedures to be used in the event 

of a dec lared d ro ught emergency, increased conjunctive use 

and pass-through transfers for conjunctive us e, and shall 

furthe r establish a p rocedure for raising and allocating funds 

to pay those expenses associated with the increased 

movements of surfac e water. 

5. Those public water suppliers and major industrial water 

users in northern New Castle County should continue to develop wa ter 

shortage contingency p lans and should complete s uch plans for review by 

the Delaware Department of N atural R esources and Environmental 

Control. 

6. Th e voluntary restrictions on the non-essential use of water 

imposed by Executive O rder No. 5 dated May 9, 1985 shall remain in 

effect. 

,>-1' 
APPROVED this3/~ay of 
Octob er, 1985 

~~~ 
Go vernor 

ATTEST : 

stkd':;-S-t_a_t_e ____ _ 
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